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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 


There are over 80 Topic Collections in the Mass-Observation Archive at the 
University of Sussex covering issues ranging from Anti-Semitism and 
Commodities to Leisure and Work. These represent surveys and 
investigations carried out by Mass-Observation mainly between 1937 and 
1949, with some later files for the 1960s and 1970s. 


Together with the Worktown Collection these represent the raw material of 
the Mass-Observation Archive. Some of this was worked up into a polished 
form in the Publications which appear in Part 1 of this project. Brief details 
also appeared in the File Reports, some of which have been published in 
microfiche. But this is the first time that Topic Collections have been 
published in their entirety, giving scholars an opportunity to re-examine and 
re-interpret the extensive evidence that was gathered in the form of 
transcribed conversations, questionnaires, ‘overheards’ (literally overheard 
remarks), and reports. The files are also an important source of ephemeral 
evidence as observers gathered many pertinent pamphlets, leaflets, news 
cuttings and other evidence (including transcribed graffiti). 


Coverage of the Topic Collections commenced with Part 4 and 5 of this 
project, which focussed on social welfare and living conditions, covering: 
Reconstruction, Family Planning, Health, Day Nurseries, Adult & Higher 
Education, Post-War Hopes, Public Administration & Social Services in 
Wartime, Beveridge Report Surveys, Housing, Work, Fuel and Food. 


Parts 6-8 offered material on the Home Front During World War Il, and topics 
such as: Evacuation, Youth, Children & Education, Women in Wartime, Anti- 
Ssemitism, Air-Raids, Propaganda & Morale, the 1940 London Survey, 
Conscientious Objection, Pacifism, Forces, Gas Masks and Dogs in Wartime. 


Parts 9-11 dealt with life in Britain from 1937 to 1965, covering Shopping & 
self-image; Leisure & Entertainment; and Industry & Social Conditions. 


This twelfth part makes available Mass-Observation’s surveys of Sexual 
Behaviour from 1939 to 1950, including the detailed evidence gathered 
for their controversial ‘Little Kinsey’ report. 


Leonard England, Director of Mass-Observation in 1950, noted: 

“For many years Mass-Observation has been anxious to find out in this 
country not merely what the mass of people do about sex, but also what they 
say about it, and it has always believed that the first survey in a field that is 


almost entirely neglected in Britain should attempt to outline both habit and 
attitude...” 


They explored such taboo topics as masturbation and venereal disease with 
some trepidation, but generally found members of the public across a wide 
spectrum willing and ready to talk about sex. Their main 1949 survey asked: 


“1(a) Do you think that standards of sexual morality are at the moment in a 
process of change or not? 


(b) (If yes) What changes do you think are taking place? 
(c) Would you say these changes are, on the whole, for the better or worse? 


What are your feelings generally about marriage? 

What is your attitude to pre-marital sexual intercourse? 
What is your attitude to extra-marital sexual intercourse? 
What is your attitude to divorce? 

What is your attitude to prostitution? 

What is your attitude to sex education? 

What is your attitude to birth control?” 


ONAAAWNH 


Later variants addressed more personal issues: 
“17a Had you already had sexual intercourse with your husband/wife before 
you were married? 


b (IF YES) How usual was it for you to experience a sexual climax in these 
cases? 

c (IF NO) If you wanted to have sexual intercourse with your husband/wife 
before you were married, what was it that held you back?” 


As always, the interest is not so much in the statistical tabulation of such - 
responses, revealing that “women approve of marriage far more than men’, 
and that “middle-class people tend to be slightly more in favour of divorce, 
prostitution, extra-martal relationships etc and young people slightly more 
than older ones”, but much more in the specific responses. These reveal 


much about individual attitudes to morality and point to the onset of a more 
secular age. 


The clustering together of some of the responses is also revealing. In one 
box, 120 responses from teachers are followed by 150 from clergymen and 
110 from doctors. The pragmatic attitude of many of the doctors who dealt 
with many of the ensuing problems first-hand is in clear contrast to the 
aspirational or dogmatic responses of teachers and clergy. 


The responses witness a nation in transition. 

“Well within living memory, it was perfectly possible for a girl to be married in 
this country without knowing the difference between male and female bodies. 
It was quite normal, too, for a bride to go to the altar a virgin. ... Yet within 
another decade we were in the hothouse world of the pill and miniskirt, flower 
power and the Beatles.” (Godfrey Smith writing in The Sunday Times, 4 Sept 
2005, on the Little Kinsey Report). 


William Pidduck 
January 2006 


TECHNICAL NOTE 


Our microform publications are prepared and produced in accordance with recommended and 
established guide-lines for the production of microform of superior quality. These conform to the 
recommendations of the standard guides to good microforming and micropublishing practice. 


Attention should be drawn to the nature of the original material. These records feature many 
common problems such as showthrough, curvature, staining and variable inking. There are some 
crumpled and torn pages. News clippings and photographs cause different problems for filmers 
due to their size and tonal range. There are also large tabulation sheets, which have often been 
written on with light pencil. Every effort has been made to minimise these difficulties and some 
openings are microfilmed more than once in an.attempt to bring out all the features of the original. 
Nevertheless these original characteristics present difficulties of image and contrast which 
stringent tests and variations of density cannot entirely overcome. 


The most responsible care has been exercised in the filming of this unique collection and every 
effort has been made to ensure that this microform publication meets the standards established 


by the Association for Information and Image Management (AIIM) and the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI). 
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PART 12 

SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR 1939-50 

TC 12: 16 boxes 

BOX 1: VENEREAL DISEASE 

12/1/A: First Venereal Disease Survey, November-December 1942 

Handwritten four-point questionnaire on attitudes to a press information campaign on VD 
8 pages of handwritten of siiaienialee impressions of effectiveness of Survey 

Details of age, sex and class of those who refused to answer questionnaire 

Analysis sheets, stencilled and handwritten 

Typed report of survey results with handwritten comments, 15.1.43. (EL); amended 26.1.43.(GD) 
12/1/B-E: First Venereal Disease Survey, November-December 1942 


Approximately 350 written questionnaire replies. Interviews were conducted in Balham, 
Wandsworth, Poplar, Tooting and Fulham. (CG, MH, KK, DH, FHB, GB, EW) 


12/1/F: Second Venereal Disease Survey, February-March 1943 


Typed five point questionnaire, with instructions to investigators, on public awareness of venereal 
disease : 


Stencilled analysis sheets 
Handwritten summary of replies 
12/1/G: Second Venereal Disease Survey, February-March 1943 


Approximately 80 written and typed interview replies collected in Balham, Hampstead, Camden, 
Fulham, Wandsworth, Chalk Farm and Newport (Mon). (VS, EG, GST, GB, NW) 


3 indirect interviews on the subject of VD (VT) 
Handwritten notes on refusals and general impressions of Survey. (VS) 


12/1/H: Venereal Disease: Information and Statistics 


"Some Psychological Aspects of Sexual Promiscuity", article reprinted from Psychosomatic 
Medicine , Oct 1944 | 


"VD in the Army", handwritten report on VD in sections of the British Army 1945-46. (Unknown 
author, 19467) 


Leaflet, What are the Venereal Diseases?, issued by the Central Council for Health Education, 
Dec 42 


Typed report, VD Meeting on Friday 26.2.43, of attendance and subjects of a meeting held at the 


Friends' Meeting House, Euston Rd, London. Speakers included the Minister of Health and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 1.3.43. (DB) 


BOX 2: A9 SEX SURVEY, 1949: OUTLINE, ORGANISATION AND RESULTS 
12/2/A: Correspondence between M-O and Sunday Pictorial 


The M-O Sex Survey was carried out firstly with the intention of serialising its results in the 
Sunday Pictorial. This file contains a substantial correspondence between LE and staff of the 
newspaper, including survey organisation, preliminary reports, the appointment of independent 
assessors, draft letters to panel members and possible commissions for further surveys on sex 


and on politics. Amendments by M-O staff to the six reports submitted for publication are also 
included 


12/2/B: Correspondence between M-O and Survey Assessors 


Typed agenda and minutes of first meeting of Assessors. Topics discussed include Survey 
techniques, publication of results and the role of the Assessors themselves ~—_ 


Stencilled letters from LE to Assessors on Survey progress (April and May 49) 

"First Results of Mass-Observation's Survey of Sexual Morality", stencilled progress report 
"Comments on Interviewing", stencilled ‘deposition’ by C. Bibby on Survey techniques 
12/2/C-H: Correspondence between M-O and individual Assessors 


A substantial body of correspondence dealing mainly with Survey progress and the publication of 
results. Many of those letters sent by M-O are duplicated in the files, which are divided as follows: 


12/2/C: Mrs MC Hulme 13.10.47-31.3.48 

12/2/D: C Bibby 13.1.49-28.5.51 

. 12/2/E: Dr D Mace (National Marriage Guidance Council) 14.1.49-5.10.49 

12/2/F: Dr C Allen 13.1.49-6.3.51 

12/2/G: Mrs E Hubback 11.1.49-8.8.49 

12/2/H: Rev GL Russell (Church of England Moral Welfare Council) 13.1.49-31.8.49 


12/2/|: Correspondence with solicitors 


Subjects include the legality of questionnaires and the letter of introduction carried by M-O Survey 
staff. Draft and final copies of this letter are included 


12/2/J: Correspondence with other public figures 


Short correspondences with The Archbishop of York, Mrs M Pyke (Family Planning Association) 
and Claude Mullins, informing them of the Survey and its aims 


12/2/K: Miscellaneous correspondence 


Mostly formal responses to the two articles in 12/2/L; but also one very personal letter about 
writer's (male) sexual problem : 


12/2/L: “A British Sex Survey” article by LE 

Photocopy of article reproduced from International Journal of Sexology, Vol Ill No 3, 1950 
Photocopy of article reproduced from Public Opinion Quarterly Winter 1949-50 (LE) 
12/2/M: Draft M-O articles submitted for publication to the Sunday Pictorial 


6 typed drafts: "The Private Life of John Bull", "Are Our Morals on the Decline’?", "Marriage-Love 
Outside Marriage-Divorce", "Sex Education" , "Family Planning", "Prostitution" 


12/2/N: Articles published by the Sunday Pictorial/M-O Bulletin 29 
7 articles including 2 publicity articles. (19.6.49-31.7.49) 

Draft ? of M-O Bulletin 29, July 1949: "Sex Education" 

BOX 3: "REPORT ON SEX", UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPT 

12/3/A: Indexes and Preface 


4 typed draft indexes 


“Suggested Outline for a Report on Sex", final working index. One pencil draft and two typed 
copies | 


Typed preface, 8.6.49 (TH) 
12/3/B: Chapter 1 "Sex Surveyed" 
Handwritten draft 


12/3/C: Chapter 2 "The Facts of Life” 


Early typed draft, "Discovering Sex"; handwritten draft; typed draft; incomplete typed draft, 
revised by hand 


12/3/D: Chapter 3 "Sex Education" 
Handwritten draft; typed final version 


12/3/E: Chapter 4 "Birth Control" 


Handwritten draft; typed final version 

12/3/F: Chapter 5 "Marriage" 

Handwritten draft, typed final version 

12/3/G: Chapter 6 "Divorce" 

Handwritten draft; typed copy; typed copy, revised by hand 
BOX 4: "REPORT ON SEX", UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPT 
12/4/A: Chapter 7 "Sex Outside Marriage” 

Hinaidtten draft; typed copy, revised by hand 


12/4/B: Chapter 8 "Prostitution" 


Early handwritten draft, "Commercial Sex"; typed and revised draft; typed draft; typed copy 
revised by hand 


12/4/C: Chapter 9 "The Psychology of Sex" 

Typed copy; typed copy revised by hand (incomplete) 
12/4/D: Chapter 10 “Sexual Morality” 

Handwritten copy; typed copy 


12/4/E: Appendix 1 “Abnormality” 


Typed copy, revised by hand. Includes incomplete handwritten account of visit to Brighton by 
group of homosexual men (GP) 


12/4/F: Early draft chapters, discarded 

Chapter 4: "The Institutions of Sex": Typed copy, revised 

Chapter 4: "The Sex Habits of a Group": Typed and revised 

Chapter 5: "Sex in its Social Setting": Typed and revised 

Chapter 7: "The Less Orthodox": Handwritten draft 

Chapter 15: "Van-Guards and Resistance Forces": Typed and revised 
12/4/G-H: Miscellaneous and unsorted draft material 


BOX 5: A9/1 QUESTIONNAIRE (PUBLIC), JAN-APRIL 1949 


This questionnaire, was used to gain information on a national level, completed by investigators 
interviewing members of the public. It consisted of 19 questions about personal background and 
opinions of prevailing morality and aspects of sexual relationships 


12/5/A: First Pilot, London area, 29.12.48 


13 point typed questionnaire. Handwritten note (LB) assessing the effectiveness of questionnaire, 
12.48 


20 handwritten interview replies. (BS, DH, LB, LPS) 

Handwritten analysis notes 

12/5/B: Second Pilot, London area, 31.12.48 

19 point typed questionnaire 

18 handwritten interview replies. (BS, DH) 

12/5/C: Third Pilot, London area, 14.1.48 

22 point typed questionnaire 

20 handwritten interview replies. (BS, DH, LB) 

12/5/D: Organisational Material 

Typed list of 54 numerically coded interview areas 

"Instructions to Investigators on the Sex Survey", typed 3-page document 
Typed letter of introduction carried by M-O staff engaged on the survey. Jan 49 
Typed coding sheet for completed questionnaires 

12/5/E-H: Approx 400 questionnaires (London area) 

BOX 6: A9/1 QUESTIONNAIRE (PUBLIC), JAN-APRIL 1949 (Continued) 
12/6/A-C: Approx 400 saan (South East) 

12/6/D-F: Approx 300 questionnaires (South and South West) 

BOX 7: A9/1 QUESTIONNAIRE (PUBLIC), JAN-APRIL 1949 (Continued) 
12/7/A: Approx 100 questionnaires (South and South West) 

12/7/B-D: Approx 300 questionnaires (North and North East) 


12/7/E-F: Approx 200 questionnaires (North West) 


BOX 8: A9/1 QUESTIONNAIRE (PUBLIC), JAN-APRIL 1949 (Continued) 
12/8/A: Approx 100 questionnaires (North West) 

12/8/B-E: Approx 350 questionnaires (Midlands) 

12/8/F: Approx 100 questionnaires (Scotland) 

BOX 9: A9/1 SEX SURVEY (PUBLIC), JAN-APRIL 1949 (Continued) 
12/9/A-B: Approx 150 questionnaires (Scotland) 

12/9/C-E: Analysis sheets 


12/9/F: Survey quota sheets returned by invs. (LB, JW, BL, JB, IP-G, BS, HDR, GE) 


12/9/G: A9/4 Sex Survey (Public), June 1949 


The 28-point A9/4 questionnaire was ‘follow-up’ to the A9/1, with copies sent to respondents of 
the latter questionnaire who agreed to receive it. The questions were personal ones, concerned 
with what M-O described as "habit". They relate entirely to the personal life of the respondent 


Approx 60 completed forms inviting members of the public completing questionnaire A9/1 to 
participate in the later survey 


Stencilled covering letter sent with questionnaire 
Approx 20 completed A9/4 questionnaires 


BOX 10: A9/2 QUESTIONNAIRE (PANEL D93/2), 1949 


This questionnaire was sent to members of the panel in the Spring of 1949. It was similar to the 
A9/1 questionnaire 


12/10/A-E: Approx 500 questionnaires 

BOX 11: A9/1 QUESTIONNAIRE (PANEL D93/2),1949 (Continued) 
12/11/A-C: Approx 250 questionnaires 

12/11/D: Analysis sheets 

BOX 12: A9/2 QUESTIONNAIRE (PANEL D94/3), 1949 


Copies were sent to those members of the panel who volunteered to receive a ‘further 
questionnaire’ after completing the A9/2 (Panel D93/2) questionnaire. Similar to the A9/4 "habit" 
questionnaire (12/9/G) it contained a further 10 questions on personal background 


12/12/A-E: Approx 200 questionnaires 


BOX 13: A9/2 QUESTIONNAIRE (PANEL D94/3), 1949 (Continued) 


12/13/A-C: Approx 150 questionnaires 

12/13/D: Coding sheets 

Draft and final copies 

12/13/E: Analysis sheets 

BOX 14: A9/4 QUESTIONNAIRE ("LEADERS OF OPINION’), APRIL 1949 


An eight point questionnaire sent to clergymen, doctors and teachers. Questions included 
attitudes to sexual morality, marriage, pre-and extra-marital sexual intercourse, divorce, 
prostitution, sex education and birth control 


12/14/A: approx 120 replies from teachers 


12/14/B: approx 100 replies from the clergy 
12/14/C: approx 50 replies from the clergy 
12/14/D: approx 50 replies from doctors 
12/14/E: approx 60 replies from doctors 
12/14/F: Mailing schedules 


First and second copies with handwritten posting and returns schedules 


12/14/G: Coding sheets 
BOX 15: SUPPORTIVE MATERIAL AND MATERIAL PREDATING THE 1949 SEX SURVEY 
12/15/A: M-O material predating 1949 Sex Survey 
Typed account of the trial of an abortionist at the Old Bailey, 17.10.42. (LB) 
Typewritten note on prostitution during air raids on London, 15.9.40. (HP) 
Handwritten note of interviews with London prostitutes, 30.8.39. (TH) 
Typed notes: marriage 29.8.39 and sexual behaviour among hospital staff, 20.11.39. (TH) 
3 typed overheard from Worcester 9.8.40. (JA/DA) 
Handwritten notes on couvade; 7 pages, 1938? (TH) 


Handwritten note, "Mother, How Was | Born?" (TH). Includes extracts from Radiant Motherhood 
by Marie Stopes 3 


"The Use of Sex Slang", 7 page handwritten booklet, 1.5.43. (LF) 


12/15/B: Manuscript by TH 

“Pseudo-Personality in Prostitution", article (10.4.47) for Polemic (see also File Report 2465) 
12/15/C: Cuttings and extracts from publications 

"Courtship and Mating in an Urban Community", extract from Eugenics Review, April 46 

Typed extract from "The Sexual Development of Boys" in American Journal of Psychology, 1.43 
"An Experiment in the Treatment of Promiscuous Girls", typed extract 


Cuttings book containing photographs of couples appearing in the Daily Mirror, 1935, with notes 
on similarity of appearance within couples. Sent to M-O 


"America Today", 4 page handwritten review of USA sex laws 
Typed extract from Sexual Life in Great Britain, by |van Bloch 
12/15/D: Sex Survey, 1949: supportive material (general) 


"Directive for Penetrative Work on Sex Survey", typed 4-page directions to invs on collection of 
supportive material 


"Suggestions for Field Work on Projected Survey on Sex", 3 pages, handwritten. Author and date 
unknown 


"Suggestions for Middlesbrough A9/1 Penetration". 5 pages, handwritten, March 49. (GP) 
12/15/E: Sex Survey, 1949: supportive material (London) 
3-page handwritten note of shops selling books about sex, 7.1.49 (DH) 


Handwritten reports of film, "Body Beautiful" at a London cinema, 2.2.49. (BS, DH). Includes 
counts and details of audiences at this and other cinemas 


12/15/F: Sex Survey, 1949: supportive material (Worcester) 


14 handwritten reports of conversations and interviews with local dignitaries, those concerned 


with aspects of moral welfare and health, and members of the public in Worcester, March 49. 
(BL) 


12/15/G: Sex Survey, 1949: supportive material (Worcester) 

8 handwritten reports of social events and organisations in Worcester 
12/15/H: Sex Survey, 1949: other supportive material 

Series of handwritten anecdotes entitled "Lesbians", Feb 49. (DH) 


"Sex", handwritten anecdote, 15.1.49. (DH) 


Handwritten account of prostitution in Middlesbrough, 27.3.49. (GP) 


Two handwritten anecdotes, "Case history of M29B" and "Peeping Tom in Village", 30.12.48. 
(BS) 


Handwritten series of jokes, Jan 49. (DH, 7?) 

Typewritten note of jokes from ITMA broadcast 6.1.49. (ML) 
BOX 16: ADVERTISING AND PUBLICATIONS 

12/16/A: Published material on sex 


Advertising material consisting of booklets, pamphlets and letters and representing Southern Mail 
Order, London Medical Manufacturing Company, Direct Book Supply , CF Charles. Subjects 
include sex manners and technique. Photograph of naked boy 


47th Annual Report (1949-50) of "The Alliance", a society for the promotion of sex education 


12/16/B: Contraceptive and surgical products 


Material on contraception, prophylactics and sex aids collected from Blakoe, Le Brasseur and the 
London Medical Manufacturing Company. Included are booklets, "A Guide for Husbands and 
Wives" and "Wedlock and Birth Control" 


12/16/C: Bodybuilding, Diet and Fitness 

Material from organisations including Charles Atlas, TW Standwell and Slimswift 
Health and Strength magazine, 9.3.50 

12/16/D: Hypnotism 

Publicity material for hypnotism correspondence courses 

12/16/E: ‘Lonely Hearts’ and Friendship Clubs 

Publicity material and ephemera from three organisations 

12/16/F: Proprietary Medicines and Tonics: notes 

"Formulas of Some Glandular Preparations"; typed 7 page note 

Handwritten note on the Hormonal Research Company, 7.4.50. (ML) 


Handwritten 5 page note of an interview with the Chief Pharmacist at a London hospital about the 
_ contents of ‘hormonal’ remedies 


Damaged handwritten copy of letter sent by ML to manufacturers of preparations 


12/16/G: Proprietary Medicines and Tonics: advertising 


Advertising material and booklets from producers of ‘glandular’ and ‘hormonal’ preparations. 
These include GA Hutton, Hygienic Supplies, Mayfair Laboratories, Le Brasseur, AS Howard, and 


British Glandular Products 
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be transmitted by used towels and the belief that V.D. could 

be caught from lavatory seats. Women also ie thought that 
young girls should take greater care in their choice of friends. 
Better treatment facilities were asked for by only 2” of the 

: aifikple. 

This flood of segsesttens came mostly from men; only slightly 


more than one in ten could not make some sort of suggestion. 


Women on the other hand often knew so little about the whole 
pis abe they 
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(1) The lack of knowledge and atmosphere of secrecy surroun- 
ding the whole subject is universally deplored. Mmy 
people feel that the the whole problem will never be 
sol¥ved until and when it is regarded in the same 
light as any other disease. 

That 

(2)/The social stigma at present attached to all who 
suffer from V.D. should be removed is suggested. by 
nearly all men, though a minority of women look on V.D. 
as arising essentially from immoral and atisfecal 
hehaviour and fear that the lifting of this taboo 
will result in a spread of immorality. 


In general there is a tendency for momen to be more 
inhibited about the subject of V.D. than men and be 
more afraid bite! ahd: ast out into the open. 


Self-control and. religious | reasons are brought up only 
rarely in connection with V.D., apart from a few 
mentions that the church is much to blame for the 
secrecy whten. subrouds - the sub ject. 


Nearly all feel. a great need for instruction and 
knowledge about the whole problem of V.D. Many - 

. mentionk their own ignorance with regret and dona of 
the Pre nega ss ok encoutered when trs al be 
Ne copie nae i mene EBs ag 


M50C “Edugate people more bn these vital subjects which 
have always been kept behind closed doors"... 
M35B "I am sure that lack of knowledge is one of the 
causes of the alarming extent of this disease, - 
drunkeness too 1 believe is a contributory 
factor. Som scheme should by devised by the 
Ministry of Health by which it becomes an. ... 
obligation to attend for lectures and instruetions 
for a few hours a month". 
M40D “We should be given far more instructions as most 
of us are completelyignorant on the subject", 
F30B “the whole thing has for far too long been hidden 
under a cloak of moraflity. ‘here has always been 
a lot of ignorance about it". 
F45B “It should be treated like other illnesses - no 
degree df shame - if it was less shameful and 
people less ignorant - they would go to have 
keenxkmemk lecitimate Wares instead of quack ones", 
¥30C "The best way of preventing V.D. would be to make 
it more known". 
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good, I thought 


1 
2 ) 
O is a very good idea 
4. y should have mor instructions 
ldren should be taught at shbool. there should be films 
older people and medical books as wellas lectures, 
should be public prostitutes as on the Continent. 
Public prostitution is far kore healthy than what happens in 
this country. The public prostitute is clean, 


The whole business has always been hidden under a cloak of 
morality. There has be6n always a lot of ignorance about it. 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 
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y interesting 


good idea 


There is very little ignorance about the subject, there is no 
need for further instructions 


Licenced houses like in France, 


A lot of it is due to the lack of privacy nowadays, it is 
impossible for youg girls to use the syringe in their mother's 
house without their mother noticing it. 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 
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No 
No 
It is a very good idea 
More instructions should be give@n 
It is up to the mothers to teach the girls and up to the fathers 
to teach the boys 
Bne should isolate everybody who has got it 
One should have a " toxoid” for it, the same thing as they 
have for diphtetia 
I think that mothers should keep the boys separately from 
girls up to theage of 16, 
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Yes, a 

it's a jolly good idea 

Yes, 

Its very good idea 

More instructions should be given 
Hygiene | Class in School 


I haven't got the vaguest idea, you have got me completely 
beaten there, 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 
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were very good 


good idea 
ore instructions mould be given 


b. Lectures at School when children are approaching school-leaving 
e ‘ 


No idea, 


KK, 14/12/42 


Yes 


Very good, that's realy going to open the public’ seyes 
Yes 


They should be compelled to have treatment 
More instructions should be given 


At School by school teachers, Night School, parents should 
tell their children more about it 


vith 
IT. for instance, would like to know a lot about the boy w 
whom I went about with before I mde up my mind to marry hin. 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


Balham 16/12/42. 


Yes 

Very good 

No 

It is a good idea 


People could be given more instructions 


Children should be told by their mothers. 
I do not know, 


interviewee was not embrrassed, 


Fulham i) K, K, 14/12/42 
40 
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IT have heard it over thewireless 

Very interesting 

Yes 

It is a good idea 

More instructions should be given 

Lectures would be the best 

Everybody should be compelled to be periodically examined 


Interviewee was not embarrassed 
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V.D. Balham 15/12/42 


.b. Very interesting 
Yes | 
A very good idea 
a People should be given more instructions 
b. Medical books would be the best thing 
° People to be medically examined before they marry. 


lea Yes 
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Venereal Disease Poplar 


79 
No. 
NO, 
I suppose it's a good thing if you mean what I. think you mean, 
I suppose so, I never had anything to do with it at all, But 
I believe it is around. I exvect people ought to know more about 
it if it's dangerous to health, 
Now, dearie, I couldn't tell you that. I'm not educated. 
leave that to the clever ones, 

5. Well. I should say keep clean. Have two baths every week, With all 
my children- fourteen of them, they got into the copper every 
Wednesday and Saturday nights, Or may I drop down dead, and there 
never had any dirty troubles come near those children, nor my 50 
gprandchildren. And my 13 greate grandchildren are brought up the 
same way - to be clean. Gleaness keeps a lot of things away. 
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Yes 
It is agood idea 


Balham 
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Oo 
It seems right to me 

a More instructions should be given 

- Films would be the best thing 
One has got to be very careful when us c lavatories 


interviewee was not embarrassed, 


V.D. Balhan, 


eG. No 

: O 

It is right, it is avery good ddea 
a, More instructions should be given 


be. Children should always be told by their parents, but never 
at school 


I don't think there is much that one can do, preventetives 
are not much good as they are much too smal 


interviewee was not embarrassed, 


Balhem | : 16/12/42. 


Yes 

Very good, I thought 

Yes 

Very good idea 

People should be given more instructions 
Leaflets at place of employment 

There is nothing one can do. 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


i KK 16/12/42 


Oh, yes, yes 
Not bad 
No 


I Suppose it is a good idea 

I don't know what to say about that 

I suppose it would be good to have children inoculated against 
it, I had all my children inoculated against: small—pox, 


Interviewee was not embarrassed. 


os 
Perea ot 


KK 14/12/42 


Yes 

Very goodm I thought 

Yes 

ag A good idea 

wore instructions shoul 

Evening Classes would = sha set 
Great cleanliness; plenty of hot baths 


Interviewee was not emb arrassed. 


Balhem — F EK. 16/12/42. | 
30 UY Cf | 
Yes B 
Very good, I thought 
Yes. 
It is a good idea : 
People gould be given more instructions 
Through the daily paper. | 
Do not know eiough sbout that. But one has got to be careful 
in strange lavatories. 


This sort of thing should be frankly discussed, 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 
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Work for 24.2.43 
VeDe QRe 


1. Have you seen the advertisments in the papers about venereal 
disease 7 


2e(4f yes) What do you fcelabout them ? 


SeDo you think you are getting too mach, too little, or about th 
right amount of instruction end information on VD 7? (alternate 
order of too much, too little, right amount ) 


4.Ins there anything special you yourself would like to know more 
about on the subject 7 ue 


Seas Do you feel there any words which ought not to be used 
in mrket the papers in discussing VD 7 
be (if yes) what words 7? 


Men interview men, ‘Komen Women. 


Recoré AlL retusals 


Record your own impression of degree of embarrassment in each 
interview. 


EVERYONE 


Record ALL wall chalkings,scribblos and drawings in the area you 
cover todays Give a sketch map of srea covered, and say where ae 

 @ach chalking etc. is. Negative reports from streets etc. with 
out chalkings essential. 


State approx. distance covered ander sketoh maps 


Visit as meny public lavatories as possible, minimam of four, 
and recora all scribbles chalkings and drawings rhymes slogans & 


and words. Don't forget to say where you went and record place 


on each @heet, Negative reports from scribble~ , 
essential. pod cribble~less levetories 


JONTINUE THROUGHOUT THIS WE 


saeireste ona titudes to soldiers, and soldier-civilian relatio a 


Ror etr 


Be 


dndirects on attithies to the royal family 


Venereal Disease Poplar PF in... 8/12/7642) 
D 
42 
NO, no time to read. 
NO, 
think it a very good, think; it should have been done years ago, 
Yes, but people are so busy, they won't have time tO go to : 
meetings. We ought to win the war before we waste a lot of time 
about this kind of thing. Young people pught to be told about it. 
I think very few know how horrible it is. Men ought to be talked 
to about it, esnectally, 


I can't say at all. All I know is that people oucht to be on their 
suard about it. 


Indirectss: 7 
Country girls come up to Town and get a job in service, and 
before they know what's happened somebody's put a bad hand 
on them, 10-1 it's a bad hand. And then they never can get 
a job, once that's known about them, Having babies is natural 
but getting diseased is a dirty business. 


Not at all embarrassed, 


i 
Le 


Venereal Ditgéase 


No, 
No, 
Good idea, 
a. Yes, but not to mixed audience, It's so embarrasssing, 
Bb. Lectures to women, 
5. I wouldn't know about that. 


Indirects: 


It's a thing we know about but don't talk to talk about it. 
We British in this part of the world are snobs and don't have 
any truck with dirt of that kind. I saw a:‘film at work, but 
it made everybody so embarrased and shocked that they could 
make pictures like that. And there were a lot of men in the 
canteen. It was uncomfortable. We don't want to think of 

our chaps in Egypt (husband 2 years Middle East) doing in- 


decent things. We just couldn't. We think of them as brave and 
fichtine, | 


Pd 


sg | 
_ , Embarrassed, 


s 
at 
: ae 


7% * 


16/12/42. 


es 

ery interesting, I thought 

6s 

very good idea 

o need for further instructions, young people know a great 
eal. 


It could be made law that before marriage every young girl 
should possess a clean bill of health, should be a good cook 
and be able to clean her house, 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


eS ae 
i LB hts ro 


ar" ~ , 

AGL 
Ae 

a re 7 Ne 


wot 
; 2 


5p AEREE 
# Ay 
ae 


hie 
Peden Me! AL. 
re Ms : Ry ae et 


vy ber ON? cae ae we 
- , ay a 
* “ + be > + 
ae eS : 
. 


t 
oa 


Vf oe 
Pd 
s 


PS 


14/12/42 


a. No 


EE 
Be fe 

he It.is a very good idea 

4,.a, More instructions should be given 

".b. Evening Classes would be the best 

5. Open air treatment , sun-ray treatment. 


e 


Interviewee was not embarrassed 
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KK. 14/12/42 


Yes 

They were all right 

Yes 

That's how it could be 

More instructions should be given 
Evening Classes would be the best thing 
I would not know what to say 


Interviewee was not embarrassed. 


EK. 14/,3/49 


Yes 

— interesting I thought 

fe) 

Very good idea, they should all be compelled to have treatment 
More instructions should be given 

Evening Classes would be the best 

People sould be careful with whom they mix, One should avoid 
bad oer: 


interviewee was not embarrassed, 
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PR RE me ae 


V.D. Balham, F : 15/12/42. 


Yes, 

Very good 

Yes, 

That is as it should be 

More instructions should be given 

Evening Classes, posters in dance-—halls., 

If preventetives were cheaper people would use 
should definitely be reduced in price. 


There should be ‘notices in all the cloak-rooms. 


Interviewee was not embarrasse 


them 9 


a 


Fulhem oe "14/12/42 


es 

ery good 

es 

t is a very good idea 

oung people know quite enough about it 


Clesnliness 


One should use preventetives 


. 


Interviewee was not embrrassed 
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Venereal Disease Poplar 


‘ 


1.a. NO. 
NO. 
s Kk Bod think, I'd say, 
4.a,. Yes, because they could tell them when they'd got it 
ginning. 
b.- I don't know, Not the papers, because lots of people never read the 
papers. 
Do, Don't know. 


be- 


No indiegects,. 


A little embarrassed 


E* io rstuurodrres shoutel Le piven. 
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Venereal Disease 


S08 188, 


b. Very enlightening. Dreadful that there so much of it. 
9 No 
4 ® e 


5. A very good idea, 
4.a,. Yes, young people should be told about it. And how babies are 
born Olind., 
b. Don't know, 
De I never thought about it. Not interested in the subject LG Wid 
never affect me, 


Couldn't get any. indirects, 


Embarrassed, . 


Venereal Disease Poplar | M.A. 7/12/42, 


Le8. NO. 
Qe No. 

Ds First-rate idea. ie 
4.a. Yes, | ey 
bd. Social clubs, evening classes, hire hall for a meeting, working 

irls and boys clubs. | 

5. Don't know at all about that. Never had anv of it come near me so I 
wouldn't know. . 


9 


Indirects: 7 
If parents can't talk about it to their children, then they 
could learn at their clubs. Mv boy of 17 would listen, He's 
just a good age to learn about such things, And keep the 
children out of the pubs, Drinking at 14 and 15 and first 


thing you know a girl has to get married or worse, , 
Very embarrassed, “ 
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: F 16/12/42, 
Balham | KK, 16/12/42, 25 | 


C 


Yes Yes | 

Very good An interesting thing to redgabout 
No , NO 

Good idea A very good idea 

More instructions should be given | More instructions should be given 


Evening Classes Evening Classes 
Not go.about with everybody, but be careful with whom you mix, I do not understand these things, 


Interviewee wabp not embarrassed, : 
» Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


Balham KK, 216/12 42, 


K, K, 16/124 42 
Yes 
Bery good 
Yes, 
Very good idea 
More instructions should be given 
Evening Classes . 
Do not knew what to say about that 


No, I have heard it over the wireless 


Yes 
it is a good idea 


they should be given more instructions . 
Films and Even ing Classes 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, but very offended at the last 
question, depafts most indignant. 


ra ‘ 


16/12/42, 


L Yes, 
b. Very good, I thought 
Le Yes, 

: Very good idea 
5 


a2. People sould be given more instructions 
b. Evening Classes 


° People gould lead a good life, 


interviewee was not embarrassed, 


Lf *) ° 


V.D. Balhem F K.K, 16/12/42 
40 
, C 
1a Les 
le Very interesting 


Le No 

Oe Very good idee 

4,a, More instructions mould be given 
b. Lectures at school, 

5. Not to mix with bad people. 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


47 / 


V.D. Balham ¥ : K, K, 15/12/42, 
o5 
C 
lea. Yes 
b Very interesting, I thought 
Le Yes 


Oe It is a good idea 
4,.a. More instructions should be given 

b. Lectures at the place of work and Evm ing Classes, 
5. To stop the source, do not know anything else. 


Interviewee was not embarr.ssed, 


dea | 


V.D. Balham F KK. 16/12/42, 
45 
C 
la Yes 
b. Very interesting 
Oe Yes 


Oe Very good idea 

9 More instructions mould be given 

b Leaflets would be the best thing 

De T do not want to know anything mout that 


Interviewee was very embarrassed at the last question. 


Leek 
Balham ; oR 36718 es, 


Yes 

Very good, I thought 

Yes, | 

Very good idea | 
People sould be given more instructions 


Large posters in the Underground Stations . 
I do not know. 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


Fe 4 
Balham. | K.J. 16/12, /42 


Yes 

Very interesting 

Yes. . 

Very good idea 

Very difficult problem, some yougn people know already too much 
about things like that. One has got to be careful 


I do not think there is anything one can do, 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


YE 


V.D. Balham F KK, 16/12/42, 
A5 


C 
- Yes 


Lot 
b. Very good, It hought 
Le Yes ) 
Oe Very good idea 
4,a More instructions sould be given 
b. Evening Classes 
5. I do not want to talk about things like that, 


interviewee was not embarrassed, 


“4 EO 


V.D. Balham F | KK, 16/12/42, 
e . BO 3 
C 
1.a. No 
R= 
De No . : 
Oe Oh, I mould think it is a g ood idea 
4,a. Young people know quite enough. 
Dd. _ 
De Great cleanliness is the only thing. 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


V.D. Balham F . F 15/12/42. 


50 
C 
is&: No 
ob = 
Le No 
“se It is a good idea 
A. 


a iliore instructions should be given 
b. Evening Classes would be best 
De lL could not say. 


interviewee was not embarrassed, 


LE SS- 


V.D. Balham F K.K, 16/12/42. 
50 
C 
1. a Yes 
be. Very good 
Le No 
3, Very good idea 
4.8. Young people know quite enough about it. 
jon -_ 
Se I do not know 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


Ser 


K.K. 16/138/4e 


No 


No 

That's a very good idea 

More instructions should be given 
At school, 


Doctors to give lectures at places of employment, factories ete. 
To have licenced houses like in France, 


es 


interviewee was not embarrassed, 


YEe 


-K, K, 15 /12/42. 


Yes 

Very good 

Yes 

It is a very good idea 

Yes, more instructions gould be given. : 
Perents should tell their children more about it, 
That is not a thing I like to talk about. 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


Balham F ©«, i18/1b/4es, 
OD 
G 

Yes, 

Very good, I thought 

Yes 

It is a good idea, it mould have been made compulsory long 

ago 

More instructions should be given 

Evening Classes would be best 

Do not want to say enything ad out that, 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


YEE 


| 


Balham 
15/12/42, 


Yes 

They were very good 
Yes 

A very good idea 


More instructions should be given 
Lectures would be best | 
IL do not know 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


16/12/42, 


K, K. 


given 
»how an Ito know ? 
qd, 


ructions mould be 


funny question 
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Interviewee was not embarrasse 


Very good I thought 


Yes. 
A very good idea 


What a 


Medi 


a, More inst 


be. 


e 
° 
s 
e 
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V.D. Balham 
a, Yes 


L 
@ 
o 
a 
D 


K. k. - 18/15/49, 


No 
a jolly good idea 


More instructions should be given 
Lectures would be best 
I do not know 


interviewee pas not embarrassed, 


Balham | K.K, 16/12/42. 


, 


Yes 

Very interesting 

Yes. 

Excellent idea 

More instructions should be given 
Instructions should take place at school 
Have no idea, 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


Yes 

Very good 

Yes : 

Very good idea 

More instructions mould be given 
Films would be best. 

I do not know anything about that. 


interviewee was not embarrassed, 


V.D. Fulham : KK, 14/12/42 


ea 
pee. 


Yes 

They were very interesting 

No 

Very good idea 

More instructions should be given 
Films would be very good 

I am afraid Ido not know 


Interviewee was not embarrassed 


V.D. Fulham 14/12/42 


la. Yes 
b. Very interesting, I thought 
Le Yes 
3. Very good idea, that is how it mould be 
4,.a.TWey know quite enough about it 
5. One has to be very careful about using lavatories in strange 
houses 


There is too machshyness about the whole thing . 


interviewee was not embarrassed 


7 4% 


V.D. Balham RF } 16/12/42. 
B 


Yes 3 

Very nuch to the point 

Yes 

Very good idea : 
People mould be given more instructions 
Films, 

The only way would be instructing people. 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


14/12/42 


Yes 
I like the article in the Daily Herald very much 
Yes 
A very good idea 
- People ghould have more instructions 
. Lectures wuld be the best 
I really could not say 


Interviewee was not embarrassed 
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V.D. Fulham 14/12/42 


a, No 
a 
No 

Very good idea 

More instructions should be given 
Films wuld be the best 

I do not know 


interviewee was not embarrassed, 


7 4 , 
14/12/42, 


No 


No 
It is a good idea 


They should have more instructions 
Films 


L would not like to say anything on that point 


Interviewee was not embarrassed 


Yes 

Very good I thought 

Yes 

It is a good idea 

More instructions shoul be given 
I think lectures would be the best 
I would not know what to say 


Interviewee was most embarrassed, 


K, K, 14/12/42 


No 


No 

Very good idea 

People mould be given more instructions 
Medical books would be the best 

Pieny of hot baths 


Interviewee was not embarrassed 


14/12/42 


No 

No 

A very good idea 

They should be given more instructions 
Medical books would be the best 
Douching with Dettol 


Interviewee was not embarrassed 


Fulham KK, 14/12/48 


Yes 

They were very good 

Yes 

It is a very good idea 

People mould be given more instructions 
Films would be the best 

I really do not know what to say 


Intefviewee wasp very embarrassed at the last question. 


3¢] 


Fulham op K, K, 14/12/42 


Yes 

Very good, I think 

No 

Very good idea 

People mould have more instructions 
Lectures would be the best 

Too hard to answer 


interviewee was not embarrassed 


V.D. Fulham, F x, &. 14/ 12/42 


c £79 


- Les, 


a. 
b. They are very good 
No, 


-& People should be given more instructions. 
b. Parehhs should tell their children, 


gS 
2 
Oe It is a very good idea 
4. 
5 To keep to yourself and if you are married stickto your husband. 


The trouble is too many sweethearts, 


interviewee was not embarrassed 


VeD. Balham F KE. 16/12/42. 
, 4.5 
B 


la. Of, what a nasty subject to talk about, Yes, I have seen it 
in the papers. 

b. Oh, it is all right 

. No 

° Yes, it is a good idea 

a These people should be given more instructions 

b. Films,M.0O.I. Shorts would be best. 

; Women should lead acleaner life, 


I have been a widow for some years because of my terror of 
catching the disease and do not think I shall marry again. 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 


ee | 
Se “ 


good I thought 


ery good idea 

ore instructions should be given 

ilms would be the best thing 

oung people gould:-be careful with whom they associate 


Interviewee was not embarrassed. 


.D. Balham , 2126/18/42 


a, Yes ~ 
b .grand, Ithought 

Yes, 

Very good idea,it ought to have been done years ago 
4 More instructions should be give 


b.Pamphlets would be the best solution 
Lado not know 


We are such a funny race. If people saw us going to a Film 
on the subject they would think we have got dirty minds. 


So many people would not go for fear they might be seen 
by their friends 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 
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K.K, 16/12/42. 


es 
ery interesting 
es. 
ery good idea 
More instructions should be given 
Medical books would be best, 
hould look after themselves, 


” 


Interviewee was not embarrassed, 
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Venegeal Disease Poplar F M.H, 1/19/42. 


h ‘ 


1 NO. 
as NO. 
Se L think it ought to be. 
4.4. Yes. 
b. Get people together in meetings and have a lecture, 
5, Ah, there aren't any ways. You'll never get rid of it. It's. always 


been and always will be. . 
r 
Indiects: 
I don't think people know hoe horrible it is, If they did thev'd 


be more careful, 


Embarrassed, 


Venereal Disease 


1.a. NO, can't read. 
cr) 


Gs NO. . 
0 Yes, make every body go wno's g0C 1%. 
4.8. Have a meeting and a lecture on it. 
b. Yes, nobody knows mach about 5 oe 
5. Oh, couldn't say anything about that. Never heard what prevents it. 


No indirects. 


embarrassed, 


o> 


a i 
Venereal Disease Poplar F | M.H, 8/12/42, 


50 CAtf.% 
l,a. No, I don't read the papers. I heard about it and it was on the 
wireless, | 

Qe Yes, a neighbour told me, 

os 1 Should think so. 

4.a. Yes, it would be a good thing. 
b,. I don't know much about it myself. Might have a meeting. 

5. Why should I know? I would never run into it. There's been an awful 
lot of it about and one should be careful, but just how to vrevent 
it I just don't know, : 


Indirects: : 
Trouble is that people that have got it, don't want anyone to 
know and so they're afaid to go and get treated. If it were secret, a 
lot more would go, . 


A little embarrassed, 


Venereal Diseases 


Ves, 


6b. First time I ever heard of it. It's a horrible thing, 


_ idea, 
il do. 


shaian tt say. The pictures at the Local 


cinema, perhaps, 
Don't know. ( wouldn't go further), 


Seemed embarrassed 


Venereal disease 


No. 

DG. 
Should be made compulsory, 

Yes, 


b. Put on at the pictures and instructions at the clinics, 
Don't know. Never have heard, 


No indirects,. 


Not embarrassed, 


Venereal Disease Poplar 


No, My glasses have been broken, 

No. 

A good idea tq make people go and set cured. 
Yes, Ido. Then they'd know what to do if the 
1 don't know, © 


Just by letting-people know, I suppose, 


Indirects: 


It's not a subject me 


up sometimes, My chap 
thing, 


and my chap talks mch about, It comes 
explained it all to me, It's a horrible 


N.B. ‘chap' means ‘husband’, 


Not embarrassed at all. 


Venereal disease 


Definite ly 
Yes. 
By instructing people at work, ta 


talks at canteens, 
By films and talks to all kinds of peop 


no indirects, 


Not embarrassed, 


Venereal disease Poplar F M.H. R/12/42, 


2 80. NO, 

“hie No, 

s gi think. 4G Ouent to ode adones 

ue . «3684 ; 


bd. Books and papers about it handed out to everybody. 
I don't know at all. It's rather personal question. 


no indirects, 


Very embarrassed, 


Venereal disease Poplar 


1.a. Yes, in the "Mirror", | f 
b. Very good. I think there should be more so we can find out more, 

rae Yes, 

oe & 2000 thing. 

4.a. Yes, definitely. 

b. Haven't thought about it but what about giving instructions at 

places of business ? | 
5. By showing people what happens to them when they get the disease, 
Films might help. Especially to young people. 


Indirects: : 

It?s such a dreadful disease that I'm sure if girls knew 4 
more about it they'd be very careful not to fool,about with men : 
unless they were sure about the man; : : 


Not embarrassed at all, 
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Kilburn 


la) Yes | 
bd) I think they're excellent 


2x) Yes, It's long overdue 
3) Yes 
49 Yes 


b)I should think handed over in private by the doctor 


5) Don't you need a bit of technical knowledge for that? 


g° 1l- G2. 


Kilburn VD 90. 
F408 | Me 30.11. 42% 


la) Some of them = . 


b) They were just matters of fact, the ones I saw, About people 
being fined under 18b 


2) Yes - that's what I'm talking about, I think 


3) I think it's good to make it compulsory, but not in that way 


4) Yes, I think they should be given instructions about pre- 
ventives, It's scandalous that so little should be en) it's 
all the influence of the Church » 


5) Tell people about preventives. 


Kilburn F 25 B 


30, ll. 42. 


Yes - in the Daily Mirror 
b) Well, I think it's all right Soy 


2) No 
3) Very necessary 


I Yes 


b) It should be plastered round everywhere, not just in lava- 
tories 


5) Proper instruction in schools, and in all training places, 
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Gt dent teen yeahh: 
3a" Nye" 


CUhnelsea 


V+ D-QQ- 


Waat business is it of anybody's whether I ve read tnem or nots 
I don't want to talk about it. si 


(Violent indignation, rather taan embarrassment. } 


CUnelsea 


Ve D.QQ. 


ie open P See ae , Se se F ae . ‘ "Ere s ) ' ie 
I think it s a good taling to set it out in the daylignt at last. But 
it was a bit suiden, wasn t it, after hushing it up all these years’ 


, oN ' ‘ | : ey ‘ : 

2 * really couldn t say. I don t know anything about it. But it a 

| 6 lial tne tales you near, it 8s a good tning if something can be 
done. 


\olizgot embarrassment.) 


Coelsea F wes dete): 
45 Bs GST. 
V.D-QQ. B | 


Yes, I've seen the advertisements. I think it's an excellent thing 
that it should be brought into the open at last. Vf course they re 
infernally hypocritical, witn all that about “abstinence is best’ or 
nowever they put it - I suppose that was to placate the Church. A&s 
if it would make any difference to people's behaviour. No, I haven t 
any suggestions. 


\orisk and bossy; no eubarrassment at all.) 


Chelsea 


F lyG Gs. 
45 
V-D-QQ B 


Yes, I've seen the advertisements. But it's not a subject peonle 
want to discuss. I don t want to, myself. Why do you asks On, 
Mass7~Observation - I ve-heard of them. But you can tell tnem from 
me that they ought to inquire in local areas, round the camps and 
up in the West &nd; it 8,no good asking questions anywhere else." | 
And I don t suppose they 11 get any results anyway. Girls wouldn t 
talk about it to strangers, only to a doctor or to someone taney -- 
Po thought might nelp them. They certainly wouldn't answer a list of 
_ questions from an inquisitive stranger. 
Bee ne 0c aera a antire detachment. some contempt for M.OQO. 
ie i BROWN. 


Chelsea 
Vee Qe + 

I've noticed the advertisements. But it's not a subject people 
so about mentioning, is it* People who come into my shop discuss 
almost everytninsg jn tne papers, but they ve never mentioned that 


at all. No, I don t want to answer any questions on it eitaer = 
it's nothings to do--with respectable oeople. 


(Faintly embarrassed but considerably more irritated. 


Chelsea 


i 
Certainly I ve seen the advertisements But I don't want to answer 
a. catechism-about | them. Il expect they are a help to tne people 


concerned, and it's no business of any of the rest of us. Whnat do 
you want to go raking in mud for 


(Considerable embarrassment coupled with irritation.) 


Chelsea 4, 2.4, 
F GOT. 
VeD.QQ. 409 
B 


1. Yes, I've seen them. But this isn't tne first time I've been 
asked questions by a mass~observer. Would you mind reading tnem 
out to mes 


Yes, just as 1 thought. You see, the questions faemselves are 

all wrong They’ re impertinent. And also, they re insulting; 
their whole tone assumes that you are talking to--a person wno 
probably has V.D., and that's an assumption they nave no rignt 

to make, and it antagonizes people at tne very beginning. No 

one is going to answer questions put in that form. You can t 

deal with a,difficult subject in this hammnanded way. No, I m 
sorry I can t help you. The point is that you'll get no change 
out of a person who nas got V.D., they 11 only feel waat tne nell. 
it's no business of yours, and the ones tnat naven t will only be 


angry at your bringing up an unpleasant subject thty manage to 
shut tneir eyes to. 


(No embarrassment, but a good deal of cold reasonable antagonisa. ) 


are, - 4535.43. 
Ceelsea “ aT. 


7+ D.Go. 


Five Class © women and two vlass D. | 
angry and embarrassed. Comments varied: he 
"oxvouse me, I'm busy, 1 nave ay shoooins to do. to 
with decent jneople. were typical answers, and it was 


ask further questions. 


refused to answer; 911 were dota | 
"tr+t's none of my business. 
"Tt s nothing to do 
f4ano0ssible to 


4 


Chelsea 


V-D.-QQ.- 


Ls Yes. 


! : ‘ , | 
2 They re tackling the problem from the wrong angle. Tney ought 
to tell people of preventive measures in order not to get V.D., — 
instead of telling then wnat to do after the event. 


It doesn t affect me. I know quite enougn already. This is a 
silly question - 1s it meant to catch out tne people wno have 
got V.D., or wnatt Anyway, toe information is not nearly 
definite enough. 


Nor z , ! e ae , 
How not to get it. It s idiotic to tell veople to avoid sex 
altogether, because anyone knows they won't. 


No. 


Chelsea Se 
sf 35 

VD B oe 
(Tndirect/) 


! | + E : * le . 
I think it s a very good taing tney re bringing it into the air at 


last. If people know at least where to: get information, it's a step 
forward. Sut I wonder if it s necessary to be as nypocritical as all 
tNate tt 3 really rather absurd to write-up advertisements on a, 
vital subjects with one eye on Archbishop temple. Wait a minute and 
I'll find the advertisement. Yes, it & No. {( that 8 886 idiotic. As 
if people would believe at this time of day tnaat if two people wno 
naven t got V.D.- go to bed togetner, they immediately generate Be). 
betwetn them: Really the winistry of ilealth are too naive. nat 
advertisement won't affect the behaviour of the public in the least. 
They should stop being ostricnes and simply tell people plainly oow 
not to get it. et 


Chelsea 


wiscellaneous, or, V.D.QQ 


aVARYBODY'S WHEKLY {8 naving a row with the Ministry of Jealth 
because it has refused to print tae ¥.D; 


: advertisements. It 
says they are not fit for an old family periodical. Uncertain 
wnat stase tne row nas got to, but more information vromised. 


Celsea it 
- 5 


vw: D; B 
(Lnodirect/ 


Oh yes, t we watched tnose advertisements frou the et Bs Petia abs 
me to see*now they vary. TPme first one in the dirror Bas ; neds “p 
known as clap or pox. © But that disappeared at once; I suppose peers 
complained or objected. After that it was a. sore or rige scien gta oe is 
it might have ‘been out of your ear for all the innocent Sete ay 
know. But today \it may nave been earlier, but ‘eae ce Raped 
day), back we come with "tue reproductive Organs. — wel be ght ree 
settle down to tnat. sut tne only practical tning to do wou 


nave a chean little booklet on all railway bookstalls, telling people 
exactly wnat to do to prevent infection. 


Chelsea 


V.D. | 
(ludirect) 


Yes, I've seen the advertisements, but I naven!t the least idea what 
toey say. You know how you can ignore any advertisement phat you 
feel nas nothing: to do with you. Do you mean to say they re going 
to all the trouble of an advertising campaign and ye, aretr t tellin 
people wnat to do to avoid VeD? I suppose that that Ss tnhe-influence 


of the bloody Caurch. I'think tae Ministry of Health Ought to set it 
aside and take the thing seriously. wrt 


No,, I don t think there's anytoing I wan 
don t seelif to get arouad in V.D 
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SOME PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF SEXUAL PROMISCUITY 


(ts 


SUMMARY OF AN INVESTIGATION 


Mayor E. D. WITTKOWER, R.A.M.C., anp Caprain J. COWAN, R.A.M.C. 


I. THE PROBLEM 


In the literature on venereal disease (V. D.), there 
is a tendency to confuse extra-marital intercourse with 
promiscuity. In this paper extra-marital intercourse is 
used in its literal sense to include all types of sexual 
relationships outside marriage, from semi-permanent 
liaisons—the mistress and some “girl friends”—to 
promiscuity in the. strict sense. Pramiscuity is here 
used to indicate the transient sexual relationship which 
ends after intercourse and includes, of course, relations 
on a commercial basis. 

Although it may appear. superfluous to emphasize 
the difference between sexual relations and the infec- 
tion which may result, there is evidence that the pre- 
vention of exposure to risk (prevention of extra-marital 
relations) is not always clearly distinguished from 
prevention of infection by mechanical and chemical 
methods. The first of these two principles is psycho- 
logical and social; the second is largely physiological 
and biochemical. 

In the V. D. patients described below, it is obvious 
that the infection was usually the result of true -promis- 
cuity as defined above. It was much less frequently 
the result of other forms of extra-marital intercourse. 
This point should be borne in mind in reading. this 
paper. It is for the moment irrelevant whether ‘the 
apparent relative freedom from infection of the less 

ise affairs is merely the result of a lesser exposure 
isk, or whether it arises from a complex of factors. 

Widely differing views appear to be held as to the 
motivation of promiscuity in the soldier. It therefore 
seemed worth while to attempt to discover: 


(a) whether the V. D. patients represent a random 
sample of the army population from the point 
of view of personality and outlook; or whether 
there is an excess of any petticuiar psychologi- 
cal types. | 

(b) what motives lead to cxere-miecieal intercourse, 
and to promiscuity in the strict sense; and 

(c) what factors affect the use, or otherwise, of the 
‘methods commonly employed’ in the preven- 


ee ee: CE ae omens 
to risk... 


Il. MATERIAL AND PROCEDURE 


(1) A random sample of 200 V. D. patients and a 
control of 86.impetigo patients were psychiatrically ex- 
amined. In the V. D. patients, the only selecting prin- 
ciples were that cases of marital infection were ex- 
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cluded and that the men concerned were stationed in 
the United Kingdom.! Impetigo was chosen as a con- 
trol group because the patients were accessible and be- 
cause psychological factors, so far as is known, play 
no part in its etiology and epidemiology. The impetigo 
group was selected so as to be comparable with the 
V. D. group in age distribution, army service and 
location. 

(2) The psychiatric interviews covered the life his- 
tories of the soldiers with special consideration of fac- 
tors leading to promiscuity. 

Each impetigo patient and each of 100 of the V. D. 
patients was seen for 144 hours; the remainder for 40 
minutes. Personality factors could be brought out in 
the “long” cases, which were not accessible by short 
interviews. Corresponding samples of V. D. and im- 
petigo patients were examined in hospitals in London 
and the North of England. Between these two areas, 
certain relevant differences could be seen; but what. * 
ever effect these may have had on the incidence of 
venereal disease, there was no evidence that they had 
affected either the types of personality found in the 
V. D. patients or the precipitating circumstances of 
individual cases. 


SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
(200 V. D. patients: control—86 impetigo patients) 
A. Infection 


First infection 
Previous infection 


* Includes infected at first intercourse—5 per cent. 


B. Source of Infection 


Per 
cent 


“Picked-up girl 76 (152 cases) 
Woman friend 


Prostitute 


Within the “Picked-up” girl group are included: 


'1Since these investigations were completed, information 
from overseas has shown that the situations leading to 


rapa he Rage reac alamns mpatemeie cues ce 
here described. 


(152 men) 


D. Personality Types 


Between the small control group of 86 impetigo 
patients and the 200 V. D. patients the following dif- 
ferences were found: 


(Se mas, (200 men) , 
. per cent per cent 
Immature personality types.... 19 59 
Borderline types. ........... 19 30 
Mature personality types... ... 62 11 


Note: ‘These figures were obtained by what were clinical 
judgments. The findings of the control group are consistent 


with previous investigations in which the present and other | 


observers employed similar methods in random or psycho- 
logically neutral.groups of men. The statistical significance 
of the figures above supports the impression, widespread 
among specialists in the subject, that V. D. patients are not 
a random sample of the army population. Later sections of 
this paper attempt to identify the factors differentiating these 
patients. 


Putting agide clinical psychiatric classifications, for 
the purpose of this paper it is convenient to describe 
the personality types found in excess among V. D. pa- 
tients in terms of their aggressivity. The figures, and 
examples, are given below: 


V.D., Control, 
sper cent per cent 
Unaggressive, dependent types (im- | 
NES ot. ah wees 28 ll 
Over-aggressive types (irhmature).. 31 8 
Latent aggressive (borderline)..... 30° 19 
Controlled aggressive (mature)... 11 62 
‘EXAMPLES 


These cases are condensations of the verbatim inter- 
view reports on which the patients were divided into 
the groups noted above, Precipitating factors in promis- 
cuity are more fully considered elsewhere. 


1. Unaggressive Dependent Type | 
B. C. Pioneer, Aged 30. He stated that he had always 
been a weakling. His mother had a job to rear him. 
Rather than play with other children, he stayed at home 


and lent a helping hand to his mother who often said he 
_ might as well have been a girl, He had never been able 
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the 
the discipline and restrictions of army life. 


to hold his own. Fear of the hard ball prevented him from 
playing cricket, and fear of men prowling about prevented 
him from going out in the darkness. 

Owing to ill health, he did not attend school regularly; he 
only reached Standard II. He worked in celanese works, 
afterwards silk-stretching. “It was not much of a job,” he 

He reported sick repeatedly with pain in the neck and 
foot trouble during the two and a half years of his service. 
He had been largely employed on fatigues. He believed 
that the Army had done him some good, but he would 
rather have been at home helping his mother. “When the 
other fellows go on leave, they go to their missus, I go to 
my mother. My mother is my girl.” 

After long protestations to the contrary, he admitted having 
been intimate with about 20 girls. “Aren’t you going to do 
something tonight?”, said to him,. whereupon he 
‘served’ the girl. 

He was accosted by a woman who offered him drinks. 
She then asked him to take her home and made advances 


- to him on the way. He contracted syphilis.. 


2. Over-Aggressive Type 


H. T. Rifleman, Aged 19, He was a baby-faced, innocent- 
looking and childlike person in appearance. He had been a 
delinquent from early childhood onwards. He was sent 
to an approved school, because of repeated larceny. Since 
he left school he had been six times to court for loitering 
with intent to commit a felony. He volunteered for the 
Army because the police came for him if there was any 
trouble in the district where he lived. 

He seemed to be utterly undismayed by his acts of 
delinquency and was in fact rather proud of them. He 
stated that he was always cheerful. His temper was easily 
roused and, when’ he lost it, it was uncontrollable. Once 
he slung a curved blade and a pitchfork at a school-miate 
He did not want to do it, but sometimes he felt he wanted to: 
kill someone. He drank heavily and gambled, 

He was shiftless in his occupation. He went A.W.O.L. 
to help his mother who had been accused of stealing. He 
was caught by the police when he broke into a jewellery 
shop and was under detention at the time of this report. 

Since the age of 174 he had had a fair number of girls. 
Three weeks before, coming out of a cinema, he picked 
up one and had intercourse. One week later, when he was 


3. Latent Aggressive Type - 


E. T. Pioneer, Aged 41. He was a man who had always 
been greatly over-attached to his mother. Until he was 30 


“Tt’s the last 
profession I would have chosen. I like to be kind to 
people,” he said. He got a compassionate posting? near 
his mother, = 


SYGRGG ies GAL ay Kel ia Gap geoco 
Example; owing to chronic incapacitating illness of mother. 


He had always been unusually quiet, shy and reticent, 
had always worried over real or imaginary failings, and had 
always been over-conscientious in the approach to his duties. 
He disapproved of violence in any shape or form and would 
sooner have been shot himself than kill any of the enemy. 
He read a good deal. Books on the French Revolution were 
his favourite literature. 

He had a nervous breakdown at 30. He complained: of 
violent pains in the neck, on boarding busses had a feel- 
ing of being choked, and had fainting fits and various 

Since the age of 20 he had had innumerable brief love 
affairs during which he never went very far. For the 
past three years he had been friendly with a girl, but he 
had postponed marriage in view of his obligations to his 
mother. He was greatly troubled by sexual phantasies 
which he felt, as a devout Roman Catholic, he should not 
have had. | 

At Christmas, rather worried-.about his mother’s serious 
illness, he went into a public house and had some drinks. 
As he was unaccustomed to drinking, the few drinks soon 
took effect. He vaguely remembers that he got into con- 
versation with a woman and that afterwards intercourse 
took place. He contracted gonorrhoea. 


4. Controlled A ggressive Type 


W. E. Sergeant, Aged 30. He had always wainel to 
follow in his father’s footsteps and be a soldier. He served 


with the regular Army from 1930 to 1933. While on 


reserve he was a tram-conductor. He was recalled to the 
Colours after the outbreak of the War, and went to France. 
Since that time he had been a sergeant clerk. His unit had 
been stationed for 18 months at a very lonely spot; once a 
week N.C.O.s and men were taken on a recreational trip 
to the nearest town. 

Although living conditions were very poor, he enjoyed 
.army lite and he intended to stay on in the Army after the 
war. 

A month before, on one of their recreational trips, he 
went with some of his friends to a local pub. There he 
met a woman whose husband served in Ireland. Afterwards 


he escorted. her home and had connection with her. He 


contracted gonorrhoea. 


ALLIED CHARACTERISTICS 


(a) Test-Intelligence. Distribution shows a slight 
bias towards the lower grades, insufficient to. affect the 
general conclusions. 

(b) Drinking Habits. When arbitrary ditadonte 
were employed in the two groups, she: folowing Mig: 
nificant differences emerge: 


V. D. 
(200 men), 
per cent 
Pleavy Grimker ... 6 ecko eens 29.5 
Moderate drinker 


es ee teeenee eee @ 


oe OG O18. 9 0 02 0 0 oe eR ee se te 
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Totally drunk 


(c) Attitude Towards the Army. Men were classed 
as “keen” when they spontaneously expressed enthusi- 
asm for their army jobs in such detail as to be convinc- 
ing to the interviewer, who was able to check his judg- 
ment by the verified army charges, or absence of them: 
Men were classed as “discontented” when they openly 
expressed a lack of interest, resentment, or maladapta- 
tion to army life, long antedating their illness. The 
“indifferent” group contained borderline cases. 


Discon- 
Keen, Indifferent, tented, 
per cent per cent per cent 
V. D. (200 men)...... . 17 28:5 545 
Control (86 men)...... 48 . 23 eS 
(d) Army Crime. 
V.D. Control 
(200 men), (86 men), 
per cent per cent 
Percentage with moderate or. serious 
ROUND CHINE oak occas anes 20 8 


The figures refer to men whose charges (verified 
from records) were more serious than a single entry 
for absence without leave, i.e., the charges concerned 
were, for example, repeated absence, insubordination, 
drunkenness, and civil offences such as: burglary. 


(e) Marital Status. 


eet Control, 

per cent per cent 
Married |i. esitica ee GRRE 52:5 46.5 
We ces tn ne ee 47.5 53.5 


Both pairs of figures are similar to those for the Army 
as a whole. 

(f) Marital Infidelity. 

i. Out of 40 married men in the control group of 
86, only one had been unfaithful, and that on a single 

ii. Out of 105 married men in the V. D. group, in 
52 there had been promiscuous acts before the act 
which led to V.D. | 

iii. In the remaining 53 of the 105 married men of 
the V. D. group, the infection occurred on the occa- 
sion of the first promiscuous act. 


EL Promiscuity Ae 
i. Leaving out of account other forms of extra-marital . 
intercourse, arbitrary standards were used to separate 
“habitual” and “occasional” promiscuity, The validity - 
of these standards may be supported by the differences 
in personality between men of the two groups (see 
later). é 
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ii. Cases of marital infection were excluded from this 
V. D. series. 

iii. The small numbers of the control series must be 
emphasized. Length of Army service was, however, 
entirely comparable in the V. D. and control groups. 


the odds and sods who get it,” confirm the finding of 
these studies—that true promiscuity leading to V. D. 
is as rare in the soldier with high morale as it is in 
the high morale unit, unless he, or it, has been badly 
shaken by events, or by abrupt changes of milieu. 


Total : Occasion- Promis- 
Married non- Habitually ally pro- cuous since 
No sexual No infi promis- promis- miscuous, joining 
experience, delity, cuous, cuous, before army, Army, 
per cent per cent per cent per cent per cent per cent 
V. Di (200 men)... .. =. . 0 0 0 38.5 29.5 32 
Control (86 men)....... 20 43 Gee 16.5 16 
In short, in the V. D. patients studied, roughly one- EXAMPLES 


third were habitually promiscuous, one-third were 
occasionally promiscuous before army service, and one- 
third had-become occasionally promiscuous since joining 
the army. 


F. Individual Precipitating Factors in Promiscuity. 


In an individual patient the factors noted were se- 
lected as outstanding by clinical evaluation of the 
man’s statement. (See examples, below.) 


Per cent 
ee gk os a a 58 
SI i). es cc eee libs cere ke 28 
SE ak voc a eee ieee eee, 22 
PE se uk re y Meo 


Note: “Service maladaptation” includes marked dislike 
and incompetence for jobs, social isolation of unit, resent- 
ment of stern discipline, lack of social facilities, demotion, 
etc. “Drunkenness” as a precipitating factor is not strictly 
_ comparable with the others listed. It includes, first, men 
who got drunk as a result of obvious worries which occur 
in the other categories listed above; and secondly, the 
recurrent or chronic alcoholic whose addiction is here as- 
sumed to have a psychiatric basis. Alcohol in excess could 


be seen to operate not only in preventing prophylaxis, before | 


and after exposure, but also—and probably more impor- 


tant—in inducing a lack of discretion in the choice of 
consorts. 


Promiscuity—and the selection of it as a mode of 
reaction to events—is certainly affected by the social 
situation of the individual. Unfortunately, it is not at 
present possible to publish figures of the incidence of 
V. D. by units, formations or areas. It is, however, per- 
missible to say that in one set of figures examined, the 
incidence of V. D. in a field force division over a 
period of six months was some two-fifths that of the 
static unit troops of a neighbouring area. Clinical 
experience—and the importance of “browning off” ® as 
seen in the case histories—supports this difference as 
likely to be confirmed by fuller enquiry. 

Specialists in V. D., remarking colloquially that “‘it’s 


$ Colloquial expression implying resentful discontent with 
army conditions. 


Case No. 1. Wife’s Infidelity. An airman, aged 26, in- 
telligent, conscientious, eager to get on in civilian life and 
in the Air Force, had always been unduly sensitive to 
wounds, real or imaginary, to his unusually high self-esteem. 

He married six years before and was passionately fond of 
his wife, who gave birth tq three children. 

In May 1942, he came home unexpectedly on embarka- 
tion leave, and though it wags after midnight, he did not 
find his wife at home. Alarmed and slightly suspicious, 
he searched for her in the streets, but there was no sign of 
her. When eventually she did come back, in the small 
hours of the morning, he detected on her frock unmistak- 
able traces pointing to adultery, and accused her of it. 
After some reluctance she admitted it. He then, in a fit 
of temper, “smashed her.” They made it up afterwards, 
but their relationship had never been the same since. 

Before the incident, he had enjoyed male companionship; 
afterwards he looked for women’s company—‘somebody to 
confide in”’—or else he preferred to be alone. Until then 
he had been faithful to his wife; afterwards he started a 
number of affairs with “picked-up” girls. Nineteen days 
before he had caught a syphilitic infection from a prostitute. 


Case No. 2. Separation from Wife; Refusal of Com- 
passionate Posting. A man, aged 29, had always been self- 
willed, stubborn, argumentative and self-righteous. If he 
did not get his own way, he flew into a violent temper. 
He came from a seafaring family and was very much 
upset when 2 years before he was called up for the 
Pioneer Corps, against his wishes. A year before he passed 
a cook’s course and since that time he had been a cook 
attached to the Pioneer Corps. He was resentful about the 
war which deprived him of his comforts and peacetime 
pleasures, detested the Army, and, above all, suffered badly 
through the separation from his wife and family. 

He had been happily married for. nine years and, accord- 
ing to his account, he had always been faithful to his wife 
until this incident. His wife was a “bundle of nerves” 
and suffered from asthma. He applied for a compassionate 
transfer home, and as he was of a low medical category 
he had no doubt that his application would be granted. 

When a month before he was informed that his appli- 
cation had been turned down, he was depressed and 
furious. He started to drink very heavily, did not care 
what happened, and had sexual connections with two 
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women, by one of whom—he did not know which—he 


contracted gonorrhoea. 


Case No. 3. Discontented with Army Job. Physical Un- 
A regular soldier of seven years’ service, aged 25, 
a quiet, shy and serious man, dislocated his left shoulder 
in 1936, and had had relapses of this ever since. On return 
from France, owing to the recurrent dislocation of his 
arm, he was placed in “Category C’’ and posted from an 
infantry unit to a Convalescent Home. His job there was 
to make 50 bugle calls a day. Originally a keen and appar- 
ently efficient soldier, he now resented the monotony of 
his job and the forced inactivity on account of his disability. 
To keep himself busy, he helped in the cookhouse. All his 
pals had been sent overseas. He stood no chance of 
promotion. 


As he was thoroughly imhodall ’ he started drinking 


and was unfaithful to his wife for the first time. He 
contracted gonorrhoeic infection. 


Case No. 4. Over-Severe Officer. A \ance-bombardier, 
aged 31, serious in his approach to life and to his duties, 
deeply religious, a man of strict moral views, had been 
happily married for ten years prior to the following iricident. 

He joined the army eighteen months before and got on 
very well until thirteen months after an officer, who was a 
slave-driver, was posted to his unit. “It was a life of hell” 


_ the patient said, “he held us on lectures until 7:30 every 


night. We were not getting any Saturday afternoon or 
Sunday off. He had no understanding for the men and 
if he had, he did not care. He was not a gentleman, he 
was a brute.” The patient lived in constant dread of this 
oficer. He had had a clean record so far and did not 
want to get into trouble. ‘The few nights I could get off, 
I went out, just to cheer me up.” Nine weeks before, in a 
mood of deep despair, he became friendly with a nurse, 
“a girl of a religious nature. I told her all my feelings 
and she sympathized with me. I felt absolutely browned- 


off. I wanted somebody to confide in.” Three weeks before 


this report he was intimate with her for the first time and 
became infected .with gonorrhoea. 


Case No. 5. Embarkation. A driver, aged 29, quiet, shy, 
retiring, unaggressive and timid, joined the Army 234 years 
before. He loathed army restrictions, preferred his civilian 
job to his army job, and, in general, resented the uncer- 
tainty of being constantly shifted about. He abhorred fight- 
ing, would have liked to get out of it altogether, and had 
always been frightened of being sent overseas. He longed 
for security and a settled existence and would like to have 
married at the earliest opportunity. 

For the last six years he had been going with a girl 
and for the last three years he had been intimate with 
her. She asked him to postpone marriage until after the 
war. He had not been intimate with any other woman. 
Three. weeks before he was sant home on embarkation 
leave. His mother was very much disturbed by the idea 
of his going overseas. A few days after his return to the 
embarkation depot, feeling tense and anxious, he went 
with a pal into a local low class “pub” and picked up a 
woman from whom he contracted gonorrhoea. 
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Case No. 6. Detention. A regular soldier, aged 20, keen 
but very hasty-tempered, was transferred to the Com- 
mandos. He enjoyed the service at his unit, but did not 
get on with his corporal. One day, on invasion exercises, 
the patient had to jump into water and afterwards to 
march some distance carrying an anti-tank rifle. As he 
was completely drenched he did not march fast enough 
and did not keep pace with the others. The corporal made 
repeated sarcastic remarks about this. Eventually the patient 
lost his temper and used obscene language; whereupon he 
was placed on 27 days detention and transferred from the 
Commandos to an infantry unit. This was a very severe blow 
to his pride. When he came out of detention he got him- 


self drunk, and in a “pub” picked up a woman from whom 
he caught gonorrhoea. 


G. Prophylaxis 


(i) “Adequate” measures indicate use of condom 
and/or “Early Treatment” (E.T.). “Inadequate” means 
washing genitals and/or flushing urethra with urine. 

(ii) Of the 86 men of the control group only the 
4 who were habitually, and the 28 who were occa- 
sionally promiscuous are available for comparison. 


V. D. Control e 
Percent- Percent- 
(200 men) age age (32 men) 
Adequate ........ 19 9.5 72 23 
Inadequate ...... . 44 22.0 3 l 
Wee gos ee hee 137 68.5 ‘BD 8 


Attitude Towards Condoms. In the 200 men with 


V. D., 137 (685%) had not employed condoms on 
occasion of infection. ‘The reasons given are listed 
below: 


Condom regarded as unnmecessary................... 56 
(“Consort was mistress”; “Looked respectable”; “She 
was well-educated”; “She had a horror of V. D.”; 
“She said she was clean”; “Other men in the unit | 
had been with her and were all right”; “I’ve always 
been lucky”; “I'd been with her before.”’) 

Condom rejected because of pleasure-impairing effects.. 17 


Condom. not: availatie. i... cyiot a e ee 10 
Condom not used because of drunkenness............ 13 
Condoms regarded as contraceptive, not prophylactic... 2 
No proper connection took place................... 2 


Habitual Promiscuity and Prophylaxis of V. D. by 
Condom. 

i. In the 286 men of the V. D. and control groups 
there were 77 arbitrarily defined as “habitually promis- 
cuous,” for the following periods: 
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ii. Of these 77 men: 


| Per 

cent 

24 had never used a condom.............. cna abe 31 
12 had always used a condom...... CAs vibiva sas 16 
41 had used a condom selectively.................-. 53 


iii. In the three groups mentioned in the last para- 
graph no gross differences could be found in the dis- 
tribution of the times which elapsed before infection 
occurred, 

The Good or Bad Soldier. The investigations under 
discussion were, of course, made in England; but 
they can hardly fail to have some general relevance. 

In the present sample, the habitually promiscuous 

were to a large extent poor bargains from the Army’s 
point of view. Immature in personality and incapable 
of adequate loyalty, they were unlikely ever to become 
efficient soldiers. On the other hand, among the V. D. 
patients there were some men of high personal morale 
and efficiency, and it is to be presumed that such men 
exist among V. D. patients abroad. In most cases these 
men were of relatively mature personality, and the 
situations or events which had led to- promiscuity were 
proportionally severe. (See below.) 
“=“It is, in fact, a point of some importance that in men 
who could be classed as good soldiers, the circumstances 
which had led to promiscuity would certainly have 
produced severe emotional disturbance in most people. 
In some keen and efficient soldiers even strong religi- 
ous beliefs proved no deterrent, much less ill-remem- 
bered lectures however frightening, salacious or efficient 
they may have been. To regard promiscuity primarily 
as a sexual problem, therefore, is not only inaccurate; 
it ensures that prophylaxis will be aimed at a wrong 
target. 


H. Motivation of Sexual Activity 


No doubt as a result of the emotional background 
of the subject, ignorance of the facts about human 
sexual behaviour is not confined to those who are 
reputed to have been kept in this state by a stern domes- 
tic or community attitude towards discussion of these 
‘matters. However this may be, the theories of the 
psychological aspects of sexual activity in the human as 
they emerge in the literature and in discussions are 
strangely inconsistent and seldom cover more than a 
few of the known facts. For example, it is not uncom- 
mon to come across the assumption that some simple 
physiological necessity, obscurely glandular, drives men 
to sex relations. As an explanation of habitual promis- 
cuity a theory of this type carries as little scientific jus- 
tification as the explanation of the chronic drunkard 
that the need for fluids is the compulsion behind his 
excesses. It is worth noting, however, that: the cynicism 
which meets an explanation of this type when it is put 
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forward by the drunkard- does not appear to be 
applied to the chronically promiscuous.. 


Experience has shown that the wide range of human 
erotic and sexual interests cannot so far be explained 
in terms of simple and specific physiological needs. 
For practical purposes, a psychological approach enables 
us to differentiate the very different types of heed and 
motive which may lie behind very varied or even very 
similar human sexual activities and behaviour. 

Psychodynamic Factors Underlying Promiscuity. 
Habitual promiscuity is obviously related to incapacity 
for deep attachment to any one woman, or to a de- 
ficient amalgamation of feelings of affection and sex- 
uality. It originates from a disorder in the emotional 
development of the individual. 

The conflict underlying habitual promiscuity arises 
at a very early stage of instinctual development, and is 
reactivated and reinforced when the child, passing out 
of the phase of complete self-centredness, tries to ¢s- 
tablish a reciprocal relationship to his father and his 
mother. The individual, who later becomes habitually 
promiscuous, carries into adult life an excessive load 
of self-love; in addition, he retains towards his mother 
an anxious and undue attachment, together with a 
certain resentment; while towards his father he shows 
an ill-concealed, or even outspoken hostility. Many 
promiscuous individuals reject the idea of marriage 
because, as they say, they prefer their mother’s com- 


‘pany to that of any other woman; and if they marry, 


they often only do so after their mother’s death. 

Habitually promiscuous individuals never reach full 
sexual maturity; each of their numerous sexual af- 
fairs has a playful character and resembles masturba- 
tory gratification more than a mature union; the multi- 
plicity of their affairs points to a search for the 
unobtainable. 

In other words, habitual promiscuity is a reactive 
phenomenon related to frustration early in life. In 
their phantasy lives, the habitually promiscuous feel 
themselves deprived of, and deceived about, what they 
regarded as their due. Their promiscuity is a compul- 
sive-repetitive expression of their demands. 

In relation to women, they may, if an optimistic note 
prevails, continue into adult life a childlike craving 
for love and affection (dependent type above), or, if 
elements of vindictiveness predominate, they may 
despise women and display only a faint resemblance, 
or even a complete absence of true affection. (Aggres- 
sive type, above.) But even in those who apparently 


‘resign themselves to the fact that their out-of-date 


needs will never be gratified, there is still traceable an _ 


element of resentment, which is one of the driving 


forces behind the endless series of their unsatisfying 
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account for the split between affection and sexuality 
so commonly found in promiscuous individuals. With- 
out recognising the fact, they differentiate . between 
the much coveted but unobtainable maternal figure 
and the despised but easily accessible woman of easy 
virtue. This uneasy relationship to women drives them 
into male companionship; but latent repugnance for 
what is—for them—a homosexual relationship strongly 
reinforces their drive to promiscuity. 

Similarly, in these people, rebellion against their 
stern and pleasure-denying fathers, whether real or 
imagined, makes for a disproportionate reaction against 
disciplinary measures. Army life thus revives, on two 
separate counts, the ancient conflicts of these indi- 
viduals. They react badly to separation from mother 
or wife to the discomforts and deprivations; and 
secondly they resent unduly the strictness of their 
superiors. Flight from such conditions and search for 
a homely atmosphere drives some of them into public 
houses and into the arms of the woman friend who 
may be infected. With others, suppressed resentment 
finds its outlet in repeated sexual acts with “pick-ups.” 
Intercourse in such cases is fundamentally an aggres- 
sive act, devoid of feelings of affection. As colloquial 
speech so clearly testifies, the aggressiveness and resent- 
ment originally directed towards a much hated su- 
perior, vent themselves on an unloved inferior. Thus 
sexual activity is used as a safety valve for pent-up 
tension, anxiety and hatred. 

The psychodynamics of promiscuous episodes in 
occasionally promiscuous individuals do not funda- 
mentally differ from those outlined above. In other- 
wise mature individuals, such episodes represent a 
temporary slipping back into an earlier phase of instinc- 
tual development under the force of circumstances. 


I. The Soldiers’ Welfare 


It has been shown that promiscuity occurs in a cer- 
tain group of men who react abnormally to circum- 
stances. which, however widespread in time of war, 
are to them unusually frustrating. Army life with its 


inevitable changes intensifies pre-existent drives towards 


promiscuity, or may activate such drives in those who 


are predisposed in this direction. From this it follows 


that successful man-management, and other measures 
mentioned below, can reduce the incidence of V. D. 
by lowering the emotional tensions which lead to it. 

It may be said that the incidence of V. D. is not 
sufficiently high to justify any organizational or ad- 
ministrative action. It would be necessary to admit this 


judgment, were it not that V. D. is only one of the | 


sources of military inefficiency related to low unit 
morale. The most obvious of the allied phenomena 
are absence without leave and drunkenness. This group 


of problems cannot be dismissed as unimportant, and 
it is therefore possible to justify the suggestions made 
below on the ground that they would certainly pay 
a high dividend in military efficiency. 


J. Welfare and’ Recreational Facilities 


It is a truism that personal worries can most easily 
be handled by free discussion with someone who is 
understanding, rather than sympathetic. In the specific 
instance of the promiscuous soldier, the problems con- 
cerned are so personal that it is not easy for him to 
discuss them with his Platoon or Company Officer, 
even if, in the large static units which exist in this 
country, these officers were able to give time to the 
problems of the disproportionately large number of 
men under their Command. Similar difficulties exist 
with regard to the medical officer, whose ordinary 
clinical duties take up nearly all of his time. The 
soldier apparently feels, rightly or wrongly, that Chap- 
lains are likely to take up a moral or critical approach 
towards his problems, while the Welfare Officer is 
usually too inaccessible in the acute instances where 
immediate ventilation of the problem would lead tg. 
favourable results. 

In these circumstances, the best results would prob- 
ably be obtained by providing a certain type of homely 
atmosphere in the canteens and clubs which are run 
for the soldier. This has little or nothing to do with 
the buildings or the facilities, and is mainly a question 
of finding the right type of staff, 

Although it is realised that this problem is much 
less simple than it might appear, there is good reason 
to believe that this cheerful and homey atmosphere is 
of fundamental importance in providing types of recre- 
ational facilities which are likely to produce satisfac- 


' tory dividends in the morale field, and to compete 


successfully with the non-military influences of the 
“pub.” Evidence from the case histories shows how 
much help these promiscuous and potentially delin- 
quent soldiers can obtain by ventilation of their prob- 
lems. In the case of the female staff of clubs and can- 
teens, not all types of women are likely to be equally 
successful in these fields. The women required need 
to be sisterly or maternal, rather than matriarchal, in 
their attitude towards the men, and should invite con- 
fidences rather than prevent them through differences 
of accent, outlook and social background. The provi- 
sion of welfare facilities of this type, and of a suitable 
staff for the purpose, appears to have been undertaken 
with obvious success by the U. S. Army. 


—K. Practical Conclusions | 
i. The incidence id of the habitually promiscuous 
(38.5) is probably too large to make a practical 
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proposition of segregation or detection, which would 
probably need a specialist interview. 

ii. An order or a threat that re-infection would lea 
to penal segregation would encourage: concealment. 

iii. Men who were occasionally promiscuous in the 
strict sense made up nearly two-thirds of the V. D. 
patients. The external events which usually lead to 
such acts are not of a nature which can be controlled 
from within the Army. Nevertheless, the acute emo- 
tional disturbance which prompts promiscuity in these 
men could in many cases be reduced below the danger 
point by effective man-management or by. the provi- 
sion of a certain type of recreational atmosphere which 
could, on this important occasion, compete with what 
is felt to be the warmth and geniality of the “pub.” 

iv. The nature and motives of the completely pro- 
miscuous, non-professional consort seem to represent 
a field of investigation which might yield a profit. 
The problem of such women is not likely to be solved 
by education. As in the case of the habitually pro- 
miscuous man, it is likely to be based on personality 
and such facts as being unaware of infection. 

v. Since promiscuity of the types which lead to V. D. 
is seldom the result of positive mature sexual interest 
but mainly the result of attempts to relieve acute psycho- 


logical stress, neither punishment on the one hand nor - 


evil counsel on. the other is likely to affect to any marked 
degree the idence of such: 


vi. More precisely, increased propaganda favouring " 


prophylaxis’ of infection by condom and by chemical 
methods is unlikely to increase the promiscuity which 
leads to V. D. : 

vii. Proingundaeiel'edeestion: with reed tw. D. 
should primarily take into account three important 
points: | | 


(a) Physiological need—“the human nature” theory 
, —does not exist in true promiscuity. 


an acute or chromis nev- 
There is not the slightest 
evidence for the view which attractively link 


WP health, virility. and eer: 


The circumstances which lead to true promiscuity 
are such that full-blooded propaganda on the prophy- 
laxis of infection by mechanical and chemical methods 
is unlikely to increase the promiscuity which leads 
to V. D. 

viii. The only actions likely to lower the incidence 
of such promiscuity are wide general measures to deal 
with the group of morale problems which also lead to 
military inefficiency, recurrent absence and drunken- 
ness. Outstanding among such actions is the provi- 
sion of recreational facilities in which a homey at- 
mosphere is provided by a staff with whom acute per- 
sonal difficulties can be discussed without undue 
embarrassment. «+— Cs ep hy 

ix. The morale situation—and the provision of 
prophylactic facilities—in the case of men on leave and 
in embarkation depots or transit camps, warrant spe- 
cial attention, since in these circumstances men tend 
to be infected who are more valuable soldiers than the 
average run of V. D. patients. 

Our thanks are due to the Director of Army Psy- 
chiatry for permission to publish this article. We are 
also especially indebted to Lieut-Colonel A. T. M. 
Wilson, R.A.M.C. who suggested this investigation, 
and to the medical and nursing staff of the Military 
Hospitals where patients were studied. 
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WHAT ARE THE 
VENEREAL DISEASES? 


SEVENTY thousand new cases of venereal diseases are 
now occurring in this country each year among 
civilians alone. The spread of these diseases is 
damaging our war effort, bringing tragedy into home 
life, and injuring children as yet unborn. How are 
we to stop this wastage of human health, happiness 
and efficiency? 


IGNORANCE IS DANGEROUS 
We must get rid of the idea that these diseases must 
_ not be spoken about. We can stop them only if we 


all know what they are, how they are spread, how 


they can be avoided, and where they can be cured. 


WHAT ARE THEY? 

The two principal venereal diseases are syphilis 
(the pox) and gonorrhea (the clap), and both are 
caused by tiny living creatures, called organisms, or 
microbes, which can be seen only with a microscope. 
The organism of syphilis (the spirocheta pallida), 
is quite different from that of gonorrhea (the 


/ 


gonococcus), and, although both enter the body as 
a result of sexual intercourse with an infected person, 
they cause entirely different diseases. 

SYPHILIS is one of the great killing diseases, and 
if not treated early and thoroughly can remain active 
in the body for many years and produce heart 
disease, paralysis, or insanity, although, of course, 
it is by no means the only cause of these conditions. 

Syphilis is one of the few diseases that are passed 
on to the unborn child in its mother’s womb, and, 
unless an infected mother is treated early in her 
pregnancy, she may miscarry, or her baby may be 
born dead, or, if it is born alive, it may later develop 
blindness, deafness, or mental defect. Again, how- 
ever, syphilis is not the only cause of these tragedies. 

The first sign of syphilis is the appearance of a 
small ulcer, or chancre, on or about the sex organs 
two to four weeks after intercourse with an in- 
fected person, although it may be earlier or later. 
This chancre may be thought of no importance 
because it may not be painful and may even clear up 
without special treatment. But through it the 
organisms of syphilis have made a gap in the body’s 
defences and are thus able to spread to vital parts. 


If treatment is not begun at once, therefore—before 
these organisms have had time to do further damage 
—skin rashes develop, to be followed, perhaps years 
later, by the serious results already mentioned. 

There are two important points to note: 

1. There is a definite remedy for syphilis, and in 
no other serious disease is there such a good chance 
of complete cure if treatment is taken in time and 
continued till the doctor says it can stop. 

2. Even though the chancre has disappeared, a 
simple blood test can usually tell the doctor if 
syphilis is present. 

GONORRHEA is not such a killing disease as 
‘syphilis, but it is more serious than most believe and 
It can cause grave complications. In women, it is 
one of the causes of chronic ill-health and sterility. 
But here, too, none of these things need happen if 
medical treatment is got at once, because the doctor 
can now use a dramatically successful new treat- 
ment, 

‘The main sign of gonorrhoea appears from two 
to ten days after infection. It is a yellowish-white 
discharge from the penis (‘water-pipe’) of a man, 
or the vagina (‘front passage’) of a woman. This 


discharge is easily noticed by men because it causes 
pain and smarting, but women may overlook it 
because they may mistake it for ‘the whites’—a con- 
dition which is not serious and has nothing to do 
with venereal disease. It follows, therefore, that a man 
or woman who has any discharge should consult a 
doctor, especially if a risk has been taken. Serious 
results may follow neglect. Unlike syphilis, gonorrhoea 
is not passed on to the unborn child, but children of 
infected mothers may become blind as a result of get- 
ting infected matter into their eyes during birth and 
many of them used to do so. This can now be avoided, 
asa rule, by preventive treatment of the child at birth, 
but it still remainsa danger, and in any case the best 
way for any mother to make sure that it will not 
happen to her baby is to call a doctor’s attention at 
once to any discharge she may have. 

It is just as important that those who suspect or 
know that they have gonorrhoea should not try to 
treat themselves with the tablets which doctors now 
find so useful and successful when used together 
with other measures. Non-medical persons cannot 
carry out the tests of cure which tell the doctor 
whether special treatments are necessary, nor can 


they recognise, as a doctor can, the early signs of the 
serious effects that sometimes follow the use of these 
tablets. The dangers of non-medical treatment are 
so fully recognised that it is a serious legal offence 
for a non-qualified person to treat these diseases, 
or even to advertise or offer to treat them. 


UNFOUNDED FEARS 

There are no real grounds for the commonly held 
belief that venereal diseases can be got without 
sexual intercourse with an infected person. The 
organisms of syphilis and gonorrhoea die quickly 
outside the human body and, in practice therefore, 
there is no need to fear that these infections can be 
contracted from such things as lavatory seats. 


HOW CAN WE AVOID VENEREAL 
DISEASES? 

The venereal diseases are amongst the few diseases 
where it is possible to say that we can avoid the 
cause ; if we abstain from free-and-easy sexual inter- 
course we need never fear that we shall contract the 
disease. On the other hand, the person who indulges 
in sexual adventures is bound to come into contact 


sooner or later with an infected person, and there- 
fore runs a great risk of developing one or other of 
these diseases. It is true that self-control in sex 
matters is not easy at any time and is even more 
difficult under war conditions. But, leaving aside all 
questions of morality and of the fineness and the 
lasting happiness of the right kind of sex relation- 
ship, self-control is the only sure way of escaping 
venereal disease. 


WHERE CAN VENEREAL DISEASE 
BE CURED? 


Cases of venereal disease do occur however—some- 
times from a loosening of self-control, sometimes by 
an infected man or woman passing on the disease to 
wife or husband. So anyone who has the slightest 
reason for suspecting infection should at once seek 
treatment from a specialist doctor and carry through 
the treatment until the doctor has declared a com- 
plete cure. In this way, and this way only, will 
infection be checked immediately and the spread of 
the disease prevented. Above all, treatment by quacks 
' is illegal and should be avoided. They may promise 
a quick and easy cure, but they will just waste 


they recognise, as a doctor can, the early signs of the 
serious effects that sometimes follow the use of these 
tablets. The dangers of non-medical treatment are 
so fully recognised that it is a serious legal offence 
for a non-qualified person to treat these diseases, 
or even to advertise or offer to treat them. 


UNFOUNDED FEARS 
There are no real grounds for the commonly held 
_ belief that venereal diseases can be got without 
sexual intercourse with an infected person. The 
organisms of syphilis and gonorrhoea die quickly 
outside the human body and, in practice therefore, 
there is no need to fear that these infections can be 
contracted from such things as lavatory seats. 


HOW CAN WE AVOID VENEREAL 
DISEASES? 

The venereal diseases are amongst the few diseases 
where it is possible to say that we can avoid the 
cause ; if we abstain from free-and-easy sexual inter- 
course we need never fear that we shall contract the 
disease. On the other hand, the person who indulges 
in sexual adventures is bound to come into contact 


sooner or later with an infected person, and there- 
fore runs a great risk of developing one or other of 
these diseases. It is true that self-control in sex 
matters is not easy at any time and is even more 
difficult under war conditions. But, leaving aside all 
questions of morality and of the fineness and the 
lasting happiness of the right kind of sex relation- 
ship, self-control is the only sure way of escaping 
venereal disease. 


WHERE CAN VENEREAIL DISEASE 
BE CURED? 

Cases of venereal disease do occur however—some- 
times from a loosening of self-control, sometimes by 
an infected man or woman passing on the disease to 
wife or husband. So anyone who has the slightest 
reason for suspecting infection should at once seek 
treatment from a specialist doctor and carry through 
the treatment until the doctor has declared a com- 
plete cure. In this way, and this way only, will 
infection be checked immediately and the spread of 
the disease prevented. Above all, treatment by quacks 
' is illegal and should be avoided. They may promise 
a quick and easy cure, but they will just waste 


précious time and money, and, even if their treat- 
ment is harmless, it will leave things where they were. 

The only safe rule is: if in doubt go at once to the 
nearest treatment centre. Every care is taken to see 
that no information is given to any other person 
about those making inquiries or undergoing medical 
examination or treatment. The address of the nearest 
free treatment centre (or other place where a 
specialist doctor can be freely and confidentially 
consulted) is generally given on posters in public 
lavatories, or can be got from the office of the 
Medical Officer of Health in any district, or by 


writing, in confidence, to the Medical Adviser, The 
Central Council for Health Education, Tavistock 
House, Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. 


Ses 
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V.D. MEETING on FRIDAY FEB 26th 1943; Friends' Meeting House, 
Euston Road, W.C.1l, 


There were about 850 people present at the conference 
(the Press said "slightly over 1000", but Imv dcoubts whether this 
was really true. ) 

The majority of those presnet were the representatirss 
of Local Authorities, and were predominantly B-Class, Oout of a 
sample of 100 in the pert of the hall nearest to Inv, 21 were 
women, and 79 were men. Out of the same 100, estimated age analysis 
was as follows: 


30 0 ©=©6nil§ (excluding m7) 
40 2 
50 g 


60 37 
710 47. 
5Q 6 
SQ nil 


The women appeared to be very slightly older than the 


Five of the same sample of 100 were classified as members 


of A-Class, the other 95 all being B's, There did not appear to be 


any O's or D's at the confesrerice, 


It was difficult to form an impression of the occupations 
of those present with any degree of certainty. Probably about 90% 
of thedtotal attendance consisted of representatives of local 
Authorities, and these were divided about equally into Medical 
Officers of Health and lay members of Health Committees. The remain- 
ing 10% were accounted for vy representatives of other interested 


bodies (such as Inv himself and the Press, amongst others), and by 


clergy, of whom at least 50 were present. 


The host significant reaction of the audience to the 
speeches seemed to be an almost complete lack of sease of humour. 
Several speakers (the Minister of Health in particular) introduced 


jokes into their remarks, but these weré almost compistely 


negatively received, 


As. will be gathered from the Press reports of the speecheg;) 


much of the oxitinenin centred round the ee of whether 
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forward vy the Archbishop of Canterbury on this point were 
received by the audience with fairly frequent interjections of 
"No!", and Inv noticed that (at any rate in the particular part 
of the Hall in which he was sitting) disagreement with the 
Archbishop's remarks came not only from the laity but also from 
clergy. 

On the other hand, the-suggestion that prophylactics 
should be among the ordinary equipment of sveryone (and in fact 
be carried about, aS ons speaker said, like we used to carry our 


gasmasks ) received an equally hostile reception, 


The opinion which was most favourably received by the: 


conference was that that, while the prevention of the causes of 


V.D. was a moral problem, the curs of V.D. once it has arisen was 
definktely a medical ons, ard it would not do to make people fsel 
ashamed of having V.D. if that deterred them from coming for 
treatment, 

This point was well dealt with by Miss Manchee, and when 
a subsequent speaker suggested that it would be an sxceéllent thing 
if her speech could be reprinted verbatim and given the widest 
possible atbeaietion. the reaction of the conference to this 
suggestion made Inv feel that this was probably as near to the 
general feeling of those present as. could be got in a single 
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December 10th,1948. 


Brian Murtough, Esq., 
Features Editor 
SUNDAY PICTORIAL, 


Geraldine Hse, Fetter Lane, 
BeCode 


Dear Mr. Murtough, 


I enclose herewith some notes on our 
suggested Survey. 


You will see that I have not included 
in them any suggestion of cost or time, but 
I do not see any reason to disagree with ny 
statement to youe I do not think that a 
Survey covering ell these points could be 
done at a cost of less than £1,900 or 
within e shorter period than three months. 


Yours sincerely, 


LeR. England 
Acting Director 


10.12.48. 


ae a 


The following notes are intended as an indication of possible 


lines of approech of Mass-Observation to a survey on Sexal 
Morality in this country. The exact cost gnd slenting of such 
@ survey would depend on further discussion. 


2e It is not intended in any way to repeat @ survey in the 

Kinsey fashion of individusl sexual behaviour, though this will 
su Rather our intention would be to 
ascertain broadly people's attitudes to sexual morality (i.¢. 
whet they think ought to be correct in regerd to morel problems) 
and (i.e. whet they themselves do). 
The survey would involve many different methods of approach, 
but e basis section would be se large-seale questionneire. Ob=- 
servationel and Penetrative work could then be done on » regional : 
besias 
4. In this —_ jenn 

be asked - 

| Attitude to general state of sexuel morelity in this 

saaaile  iercmeaeh ext wmv nee 


Attitude to illegitimacy. 
ae to divorce. 


be en espect of the survey. 


questions on the following subjects can 


" and age 


s SURVEY OF SEXUAL MORALITY continued. « 


te- At thie stage, Mase-Observation ia not in 
e position to state whether questions on 
individuel s pre-meritel intercourse will in 
fact vt correct enewers. But certein indirect 
methods of obteiuing thie information have been 
worked out end would be clarified by further 
intensive testing in the event of e survey being 
commissioned. 


Bxeoutive Interviewing would de made personaily or by post to 
leaders of sosiety, @og+ parsons, teachers, eubers of Perliament, 
doctors, film stars end policemen, to assess the difference between 

the “eommon man" and those in euthority in their attitudes to 

sexuel metters. | 


a° 


6. 


_ 


their own sexual life. These would not be typical in thet 


| Hationgl Fane. would be asked for detetis of 


Ness-Observation's Penel ie mainly middle~oless, but complete 
anonymity is guarentee, together with the relationship which is 
already built up between Mess-Odserveation's Central Office and 
{te Penel, would ensure truths being obteined by this method 
es by no other. : 
Te obeervetion would take place on the following among others’ 
mete aovecaenenee 


Dance 18s 
an ae end amhat ‘the Butler Saw" machines. 


ply ife", ease Soho, Tiger Bay. 
Groupe of - etyp cel 80x Life, e+g- Bloomsbury. 


All observation would teke Plece not only in Londen but in all 


ould be drawn from ite 


Additionally, a prostitute who hes been fully trained in Mass- 
Observation's methods, would be sent by Mase-Observation from 
London to ell regions studied in deteil, with the intention of 
Oobteining information from the prostitutes in these regions on 
costs end types of clients, frequeney of clients, differences 
in techniques, differences in prostitutes taboo and ritual. 

It is eleo probable that in any survey of this nature, ea. 
detailed pilot survey would be essential and that further 


matters for investigation would erise in the course of ite 
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SUNDAY PICTORIAL NEWSPAPERS (1920) LTD, 


Geraldine House Rolis Buildings Fetter Lane London EC4 


Telephone : HOLBORN 4321 - Telegrams: Nusunpic - Fleet- London 


DIRECTORS: H. G. BARTHOLOMEW . C. H. KING . 8S. D. NICHOLLS . J. F.E.COOPE . J.COOKE . H.K.CUDLIPP . R. W. T. SUFFERN 


cend December, 1948. 


Dear Mr. England, 


This letter confirms our recent 
conversation: 


1) The Sunday Pictorial agrees to vourchase 
for one thousand two hundred pounds world newspaper 
rights in the Mass Observation Report on British 
morality. 


2) The investigation, and the methods you 


employ, are the sole responsibility of your own 
organisation. 


5) We are glad to hear that you will be consulting 
responsible bodies and experts before you start work. 


4) Your material will be selected, re-written 
and condensed into the form of articles, but it is 
agreed in advance that our final articles will all be 
checked by you to ensure accuracy. 


5) No information will be issued by you to any 
publishing or radio concern without the prior agreement 
of the Editor of the Sunday Pictorial, but it is agreed 
that book rights in this Mass Opservation inguiry will 
remain the property of Mass Observation. 


6) No book or interim report to be published 


without our agreement until publication of the series 
of articles has been completed. 


It is understood that your Inquiry will 
begin in the New Year, will be completed by April, 


with delivery of the material to us approximately at 
the end of April. 


(contd ." 
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_ An advance cheque for £600, as agreed, 
1s enclosed. The remainder of the £1,200 will 


be paid on completion of the inquiry. 


¥ours sincerely, 


fn a 


Hugh Cudlipp 
Editor 


P.o. Please confirm the above terms by letter. 


L. R. England Esq., 

Mass Observation, 

a eames Church Court, 
Wei 


28th December 1948. 


Editor, | 
Sunday Pictorial, 
Geraldine House, 
Rolls Buildings 
Fetter Lane, £.C.4. 


Dear Mr. Cudlipp, 


Many thanks for your letter of 22nd December 
confirming our recent conversation. 


I agree with all the points mentioned, beyond the 
fact that over the telephone to me you did say that the 
errangement, for payment would be £600-0-0, as enclosed : 
followed by £200-0-0 at the beginning of April and £400-0-0 
on completion of the report. This would suit us rather 
better, but is in no way essential should it conflict with 
any errangements of yours. 


I look forward very much indeed to undertaking 
this survey and hope that it will be both of interest and 
value. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 
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Sunday Pictorial 


SUNDAY PICTORIAL NEWSPAPERS (1920) LTD. 
Geraldine House Rolis Buildings Fetter Lane London EC4 


Telephone ; HOLBORN 4321. Telegrams ; Nusunpic, Fleet, London 


DIRECTORS: H.G. BARTHOLOMEW . C.H. KING . $.D. NICHOLLS . J.P. E.COOPE . J. COOKE . H. K. CUDLIPP. R. W. T. SUFFERN 


“9th December 1948, 


Dear Mr. Fngland, 


The additional 
point you mention in your letter, 
December 28, about £200. at the 
beginning of April, is agreed. 


Yours sincerely, 


Rann 


Hugh Cudlipp 
Hditor 


L. R. England Esq., - 
Mass-Observation, ' 
7, Kensington Church Court, 

W.8. 
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questions, but there is e eousidaubie strain “ot 


which both limits - epee Oey oP survey and also the 
of questions which’¢an be asked 


With reference to your suggestion thet we should ob- 
tain important people in connection with this survey, we have 
gone about trying to get a body of assessors, who although 
not being in yay rears ible for the report would beth en 
us advice thesuen “the 1d work and comment on the fina 
version of the report. The following people have been ap- 
proached end heave expressed willingness to co-operate, though 
they still heve an opportunity to contract out at a later date 
if they wish to do s0»s 


Dr. David Mace of the Marriage Guidance oun re 
van Hubback, euthor of thet 2eY 
Cyril Bibby, author of § Jucation. 
Dr. G@. L. Russell Secret | | ‘Gapen of ptt 
Moral Welfare Gouncil. (A Clergymen and Psychiatrist. ) 
Dr. Clifford Allen, Harley St. Sexologist. Author of te 
standard work on sexual perversion. ; 
Mrs. M. Hume, Secretary « the a gait Gouncil on sex, 


fore, attempted in this survey is simply to plot 
further exploration (rather than to provide any 0: 


MASS-OBSERVATION SURVEY ON SEXUAL MORALITY 


a 


(The following notes are intended to give in outline 
the intention of Mass-Observation's survey on this 
subject. Subject to amendments ‘suggested by assess- 
ors or arising out of the field work, it is intended 
to reveat the basic sense of what follows in the final 
version of the report.) 


Psychologists and psychiatrists tell us that almost 
everything in life is in some way related to sex. . Moralists 
and philosophers lay increasing emphasis on the upheaval of sexual 
standards that is now taking place. Statisticians point con- 
stantly to the significance of divorce and illegitimacy figures. 
And yet in face of all this and despite the enormous volume of: - 
medical and technical literature on sex - hardly any work in the 
social survey field has yet been undertaken on the subject in this 
country. 


'\-, The reason is not hard to find. Sex is the most 
personal of subjects and therefore one which is likely to reap a 
large percentage of untruthful answers in any questionnaire. And 
when these difficulties are overcome (as thov have been witha great 
deal of success in the Kinsey Revort), ttren the very truth of the 
answers themsclvos brings lerger problems (e.g. if the habits that 
are described are in fact correct, what: are the attitudes and mora L 
outlook behind them?) 


hi - me 


Mass-Observation in undertaking LYS present survey is 
under no illusions about its inadequacy, and limitations. But it 
scoms essential to state these in full at the beginning of the 
survey in order that no charge of overclaiming may be Icvelled at 
what is PYRO NEAT a plotting Survey + 


First, as to scone. It was clear from the first con- 
sideration of the survey tha ; some drastic limitation of ficld was 
an essential, and that probably this limitation would to some 
extent have to be an arbitrary onc, It was thorefore decided first 
of all to confine field work solely to stuéy of the more immodiato 
and obvious menifcstations of sex interest’ clearly, such institu- 
tions as the principal boy and damc in pantomime have a scxual sig- 
nificance of some importance, but the inclusion of these would 
incvitably compol further research in other directions. None of 
the romoter aspects of scx were thorefore considored at all, and 
nothing more indirectly connected with the central sex act, “than, 
say, the sales of nude photographs was explored, 


Evon allowing for these omissions. the field that re- 
mains is cnormous, and in it, apart from Kinscy, there is hardly 
any research already undertaken which might indicate in any way the 
best probable lines of approach. What Mass-Observation has, there- 
| ot the ficld for 
riginal or penetra- 
s pesiscas:suam 2 ae 


has is lai 


-_ 


Beast rnat ion) - with ee or 


“CeCe Uteggg’ these are extremely interested in the survey and 
ere giving us the greatest co-operation. May 1, however, 


reise the point that in view of the fact that we would like 
to consult them both during the survey and over the repor — 
there may be some delay. This delay is not™ necessa: 


? 


you wish the report not to be held up in any wW ay, but: T ‘Dx 
think it would give it extra backing if meee Sane f oie be 
associated with it from the beginning. weal atic : 
Another point which I leave entista} dns git Ps 

is thet it would also be appreciated if the as eee as rell 
as Pole: a wpe be allowed to approve the: on she our. 
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attitudes to, sexual probloms (what people think generally about 
the subject) rather than Zoehabits (what they do themselves). 
Before this survey thore was no related matcrial available on 
such elementary matters as, for instance, the general attitude 
to extra-marital relationships, the average lcngth of engage- 
ments, prostitution, etc. The results obtaincd from the pres- 
ent investigation may in thomselves be only pointers to the 
discovery of others of more vital significance. But it is at 
least the intention of this survey to provide a broad outline. 
picture, at lcast at surface level. 


Having defined the ficld in which it was to work, 
and also the aim and 'lead' of the at aes tee bv ccee ona E was 
| | . at € . yal ; ke - 
qthad Feced wath ae far ew eh obo Est letin itecown Limite. 
the survey was cffective in its ficld-work. {It seemed then 
that the consultation of expert opinion was csscontial, and for 
this reason a body of asscssors was formed. These assessors, 
represcnting many branches of welfare, medical, and education 
work, were. asked to give advice about the conduct of the survey, 
and also to comment on the final roport. They are not in any 
way rosponsible for any of the findings (or for any dciects in 
C survey},-and they hewe acted purcly as an advisory body. — 
Whero Mass-Observetion agrees with their comments, the necessary 
amendments: to ficld work and report will be made... Where it 
@isagrees, tho-comments of the assessors will be yvublished separ- 


atcly. Ceced 
a Binet. as to method. The following lines of app- 
roach are anticipated - | q % eee 


(a) A primary attitude questionnaire. This is to be 
— put to a national sample of 2,000 poople throughout 

the country, men interviewing men, and women intcr- 
viewing women. This questionnaire, (full dctails 
of which arc given elsewhorc) is designed to discover 
what are the gonerally existing attitudes to divorce, 
extra-marital relationships, prostitution, birth- 
control, and so on. Qucstions on religion, pub- 
going, aims in lifc, etc, are also included for corre- 
lation purposes. | = 


(b) Much use of Mass-Observation's National Panel of _ 
| voluntary observers will be made. This is a group 
of some 1600 people. It is. not in any wey a4 cross- 
section but certain information can be obtained from 
its members that could not, it is belicvced, be as 
reliably obtained in strect interviews. A control 
will be set on this group by asking the identical | 
questionnaire of (a) above, and comparing tho results. ’ 
Subscquently a furthor and far more personal question- 
naire on habit will be put to this group, together with | 
requests for sex case histories. : a ‘ 
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(c) Leaders of opinion - doctors, clorgymen, 
teachers, ctc., - will+-be approached through 
a postal questionnaire on attitudes to subsccts | 
‘as in (a) to comnare 'leading' ovinion with 
Taverage’ opinion. 


i Wied 


(a) Certain contrasting arcas - c.g. Lond~1. a largo 
industrial town, & country town, and & Yillage - 
will be observed in more dctail. Interviows 
will take place with clergy, policc, ctc., and all 
available statistics will be collected. Danco — 
halls, parks, ObG., Wilt be obsorved for bchaviour, 
‘low lifc' will be explored. Exact dctails of 
the ficld-work in this section will depend to some 
extent on the results of tho que stionnaire in te) 
above. 


iat ROS ENT women 


(ce) Special reports and work will be carried out on 
special arcas and special subjects. c.g. Soho, 
birth control litcrature, pe-nography, homosexualit 
CUC. 


(f) Either by post or by direct questionnaire an attempt a 
will if vossible be made at the very end of the | 
survey to put a habit questionnaire to a gencral 
sample. The practicability of this will be decided 
in the light of the cxperience gaincd in the rest of 
the ficld-work. | 


To most of these methods there are Sscovere limitations 
and Mass-Observation is fully conscious that thi is. 18 $0. Particu- 
larly it must be emphasised that no attemynt is being madc to claim 
for this survey absolute accuracy. As already montioned sex is 
very much a subject about which pcople may not tell tne truth and % 
is probably not possible without an exceedinely lenethy and costly - 
process to sift truth from fiction. The importanco of the Survey, 
however, still remains vrovided that the fisurcs quoted are aceccypt- 
ed as minimal figures. Thus, the importance of the Pact that x% 
8 they avnrove or prostitution foes not necessarily mean that 
only this number have that attitudco, but rathor that this number 
are openly willing to say what their Teclings ATO. The same line 
of argument applies to a Pea all aspects ort the survey. : 


fe 


Secondly, it. must be cmvhasised that though throughout 
the report details will be given of the particular samples being 
considered only in the case of the nat ional sample on attitudcs hasa 

¢@ross-section of the population becn taken. Other results must 
thorefore once again be treatcd with caution, but if rogarded as 
providing indication and trends rather than ag uncha i tengeable 
statistics they should be of valuc, particularly in view of the ome 
that go little research into sex matters has as vet been undertakc 
in this cata 
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if 22nd February 1949. 
Hugh Cudlipp, &Ssq., 
Editor, Sunday Pictorial, 
Geraldine House, 
Rolla Suildings, 
Fetter LENO y EsCeds 
i Meny thenks for your telephonic agreement with 
i. the points reised in my letter of 20th Januery. 
1 liay I raise one further point? In your original 
if letter of 22nd December 1949 setting out the terms parse 
| graph 5 statese 
if "No information will be iesued by you to any pub- 
7| Lliahing or redio eoncern without the prior ezreement | 
of the Editor of the Sunday Pictorial, but it is egreed 
1 that book rights in this Mass-Observetion inquiry will 
| remain the property of Mass-Observation, 


We are anxious to approach g publisher at this juncture in 
order to get the bock published at the earliest opportunity 
and with as little time lage es possible between publication 
in the 3u e tor anc the appearance of the final vol- 
UME e r this purpose it will be necessary to explain the 
general situation to a publisher, though there is, Of course, 
no need at ell for us to show him any Of the material at 

this stage (beyond the outline of the aims of the report pre- 
pared for a and the assessors, a copy of which I enclose 
herewith. 


Yours sincerely, | 
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SUNDAY PICTORIAL NEWSPAPERS 


Rolis Buildings Fetter Lane London EC4 


Telephone. HOLBORN 432: ‘Telegrams. Nusunpic . Fleer London 


Geraldine House 


Sunday Pictorial 


(1820) LTD. 


DIRECTORS H G@ BARTHOLOMEW 


. CR 


KING 


S$ D. NICHOLLS . J.F EB COOPE 3 COOKE H OK CUDLIPP 


RW T SUFFERN 


25rd February, 1949. 


Dear Mr. England, 


Thank you for your 


letter, February eend. 


It is agreed that 


you approach any publisher you like 
on the lines mentioned in your letter. 


Yours sincerely, 


Hug dlipp 
Editor 


L. R. England Esq., 
Mass-Observation, 
7, Kensington Church Court, 
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end March, 1949. 


Dear Mr. England, 


Thank you for your 
letter of February 23rd. The first 
report is very interesting. 


Yours sincerely, 


\ 


Hugh Cudlipp 
Editor 


L. R. England Esq., 
Mass-Observation, : 
7, Kensington Church Court, 
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25th February 1949. 


Hugh Cudlipp, Esq., 
Editor - Sunday Pictorial, 
Geraldine House, 

Rolis Butaédings, 

Fetter Lane, &.C.4. 


Dear Mr. Cudlipp, 


Many thanks for your letter of 23rd 
February giving us permission to ap- 
proach a publisher. 


ft am enclosing with this letter a 
general note on Our survey end some of 
the first results of the questionnaire. 
Mey I emphasise, however, that both 
these documents are slanted rather te- 
werds the assessors with whom we are 
having e meeting next Thursdey. The 
real interest of the survey gannot, I 
think, sppeer from such bare fivures. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


A 
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\ FIRST RESULTS OF MASS-OBSERV/TION'S SURVEY OF S#XUAL MORALITY. 


1 * 


: oe 


4. 


The following comments ore based on en analysis of ap-~ 
proximately the first five hundred interviews made on a 
netiongl semple on attitudes to various aspects of sex mor~ 


ality with which the Mass-Observation survey on Sexuel Mor- 
elity hes begun. 


It must be emphssised thet the margin of error in these 
figures is likely to be high, partly becouse the sample is 
net truly random and not correctly stratified, and partly 
because the smellness of the Over-all sample means thet some 
sub-groups contain numbers thet ere really too small for ac- 
curate assessment. 


All results therefore ore liable to be altered in the 
final version, though it seems unlikely that any mejor am- 
endments will be necessery. It must also be emphasised 
that this note intentionally shows only the bere bones of 
the findingss it is designed as a basis of discussion for 
further work rether then as an indication of the more inter- 
esting matertoel. 


About helf the sample say (without eny quelificetions 
et 911) thet marriage ts ae good thing. Three in twenty 
comment specificelly on the need for careful co-operetion 
between the pertners and most of the remainder produce simi- 
ler quelifications. 


Three in every five give unqualified approval to the 
ides of sex education and only one in ten expresses unquell- 
fied disapproval. Most of the remainder feel it is alright 
if given by quelified teachers or if given cerefully and in 
small doses. 


There is a considerable variation of opinion about the 
ege which is most suitable for this instructton, but about 
two in five say that the right ege is between ll and 15, A 
simtler number suggest either that it should be lower than 
this or thet a child's questions about sex should be answer- 
ed as they orise,. 


When they were asked if they themselves had received 
sex education, over four out of five people seid they hed 
had no formal instruction, £sked how they had learnt the 
facts of life’ nearly one in four sajd they hed ‘just - 
picked itt up , three in twenty that it just ceme , and 
three in twenty thet they hed learned about sex from other 
children. / further three in twenty had been told by 
mother or feather, one in twenty by school teachers and one 
in twenty hed gained no knowledge before marrloage. 
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10. 


ll. 


The majority of the sempic seem to know what birth 
control is. Three Out of five epprove of birt& control 
unconditionally and just over one in ten disapproves. 


Just over helf the sample condemn ¢€xtra-marital rel- 
setionships out of hend. Most of the remainder give quali- 
fied approval to the idea, though about one in ten give com- 
Plete epproval and a further one in ten say that each case 
must be judged on its merits. 


About one person in four disapproves of the idea of di- 
vorce and One in twenty has no opinion on the subject. The 
remainder epprove (sometimes with qualifications), but two 
Out of five Of the whole semple spontaneously sey that they 
feel divorce is justified if people cannot get on With one 
another (not necesssrily including sexuel infidelity). Di- 
vorce, however, is not usually regerded as an ideal, but 
only aes the lesser of two evils. 


About three people in five disapprove of prostitution 
and One in ten suggests thet it ought to be legalised. Abow’, 
one in fifteen think it is a necessary evil and one in twenty 
Say thet it is a good thing, 


Three-querters of the sample believe that there is no- 
thing intrinsically wrong in sex; two-thirds that there is 
nothing unpleesent and two-fifths thet there is nothing herm- 
TUL if ike 


Three-fifths of the sample say they Live up to their own 
standards of sexual morality and a further quarter say thet 
they try to. On the other hand, two-fifths of the sample 
believe that moral standards ere getting worse es compsered 


with less then one-fifth who believe they are getting better. 


Most of the above tables have been analysed by sex, age, 
income, merital status, religious belief’ and frequency of 
Church-going. On the whole ell these breakdowns, with the 
exception of sex, make very little difference to attitudes. 
It seems possible that there is, as it were, 9 ‘Standard - 
attitude towards sexual behaviour which Maess-Observation-is 


not yet in a position to relate to sexuel habits. 


Middle class people tend to be slightly more in favour 
Of divorce, prostitution, extra-merital relationships, etc., 
end young people slightly more than older ones. Married 
people are considerably more itn favour of marriege then the 
unmerried. Those who go to Church regulerly are more op- 
posed to extre-mearital relationships and prostitution than 
those who do not go at all. But the difference is only in 
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the region of approximately 1O;. Religious upbringing 
does not appeer to heve a greet deal of effect on atti- 
tudes. 


Sex differences are, however, consistently marked. 
Thus ¢ 


9) Women epprove of marriege far more then men. 


b) Although the percentage of women wnio completely ap- 
prove Of sex education is the same as the percentage 
of men, women are twice as often against the idea as 

men (men more often give 9 qualified answer). 


ec) Women ere rather more in favour of birth control thax 
men, but ere considerably less in fevour of extra- 
marital relationships, divorce and prostitution. 


d) Women, however, are more likely than men to favour 
the idea that divorce should be allowed if the pare 
ners do not get on together. 


15th March 1949. 


Hugh Cudlipp, Seq:, 

Editor - Sundey Pictorial, 
Geraldine House, 

Rolls Buildings, 

Fetter Lene, London, E.Ce.d. 


Dear Mr. Cudlipp, 


Further to our telephone conversation of thie after- 
noon, you may recell thet when the original arrangements were 
made for payment for the sex survey you said that should 
Mess-Observation require the second instalment, due on lst 
April, a little earlier we were to let you know. 


Although the field work on this survey is nearly 
finished, beyond ea few postal questionnsires, we heve still 
to do the penetrative and observation work in certain argas, 
and the cost of the actual interviewing on the ‘attitude 
questionnaire has been very much heavier then was antici- 
pated pertly due to the fatigue factor in interviews of this 
kind and pertly due to the necessity for using men inter- 
viewers on men and women interviewers on women. If it would 
therefore be possible for the instalment of £200 due on ist 
April to be paid before thet date we would be very grate- 
ful. , 


Incidentally, I will be sending you a further pro- 
gress report during the course of the next few deys, and also 
end questionnaire on sex habits. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


March 1949. 


l. The following is extractesfrom an interview which took 
Place during the Totti tude questionnaire with a 20 year 
old man in a London suburb. The man was rather more 
talkative than usual, but this answer is indicative of 
many Others of the same type already in our files: 


"I have got a girl friund that I met at a 
Dance Hall. I saw her nearly every night for 
the first two .months. Then 1 went away for six 
months. I have been seeing her every night | 
since I came back nearly three months ago. We 
go to the pictures, or dances, or cafes, or we 
stay in her house. We have not got a formal en- 
gagement. We were going to be married right 
away, but I changed my mind and we are going to 
wait until we have a bit more money. 


"fhe first time I took her out I only kiss- 
ed her good night. To tell you the truth I dian't 
like her the first time. I wouldn t have gone 
with her, but my mate wanted to walk home with 
the couple of them. #—-wen+—alonug—to-—tekr tiv 

° I hardly spoke to her, and when I 

kissed her Irohly put my arms round her for a 
minute. When I said good _— she gave me her 
address, so the next night 1 went round and took 
her to the Palais. 


"I haven't been all the wey with her. i kiss 
her good night and I kiss her some times in the 
pictures. But that is all. After I had been 
going with her for two months I , tried to go all 
the way with her, but it wouldn't work. She wants 
a white wedding and marriage in-Ch and to be a 
virgin. I agree with her, so I don t try any more. 
When I first tried and she refused I-thought she 
was , the right girl. If she had gone with me I 
don’ t think I would have gone out long with her be- 
cause she would have been just another girl. 


" 


Ze 
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"I have had sexual intercourse about ten \f 
times, with about ten different girls. Never lf 
the same girl twice. . If you got ae girl like 
that on just a pick up you don't know who she 
goes with. Sometimes it is the first time, some- 
times you go out two or three times. The first 

j§egid it I had only known her four hours. 
She was just a pick up at the Palais. I had just 
turned 16, she was 19. 


"I have been with a prostitute, but only once. 
I think going with a prostitute is about the best 
way if a girl is clean, They know more about it. 


The trouble is ial t always know if they are 
clean. 


"I've had sexual intercourse with only one 
girl since I decided to marry the girl i am now 
going with. She was just a pick up at the Palais.” 

The following quotes come from two areas - a Scottish 
town and a northern town, selected at rendom from the | 
material obtained in the course of the first ‘attitude’ 
questionnaire. They give some indication of-the type- 
of material that is being collected: 


a) Birth Control. 


"Birth control is mainly for promiscuous coup- 
les, and is used a lot for limiting families. 
(Barber. ) : 


"Money. That's th 
On a wee income, you can 
wee family." (Docker.) 


he purpose of birth control. 
t afford anything but a 


“Women have the idea that they don’ t want to 
suffer to bring kiddies into the world, - ou 
them or half starve them. I don ,& approve of it. | 
I think birth’s get.t@ be. That's why we were put | 
into the is. I think its a dirty thing." 
(Old Age Pensioner. ) 


SC eT nF heii Ni pili a a8 


ec) 


d) 


“Prom what I've seen of youth to-day you 
need not go to a prostitute, as things are just 
now. The prostitutes, are pretty bad, it's an 
affliction. To me it's like sayihg, What-do 
you think about people-who have 7T.B.'. (Sheet 


"Sex edusetion is wrong. i had to find out 


by going with women. And that's the only way to 
find out." (Miner.) 


General_on sex. 


"Sex is alright as famees the man is con- 
cerned, for they cen have their way and we have 
to put up with it to have children. (Wife of 
clerical worker.) én 


"Life is impossible without sex. When all 
is Said and done that s why people get married. 
It's only natural for-a human ,being like it is 
for the birds and the beasts." (Unemployed man.) 


‘Sunday Pictorial 


SUNDAY PICTORIAL NEWSPAPERS (1920) LTD. 


Geraldine House Rolis Buildings Fetter Lane London EC4 


Telephone: HOLBORN 4321 + Telegrams; Nusunpic - Fleet - London 


DIRECTORS: H. G. BARTHOLOMEW . C.°H. KING febeenmenee .J.F.E.COOPE . J.COOKE . H. K. CUDLIPP R. W. T. SUFFERN 


18th March, 1949. 


Dear Mr. England, 


In reply to your letter 
of March 15, I enclose a further cheaue for 


£200. This is our second payment on the 
series of articles in which we have purchased 
world newspaper rights. 


A total of £800. has now 
been sent to you, leaving a balance of 


£400. to be paid on completion of the 
material. 


Yours sincerely, 


a. 


gh ‘cudlips 
ree 


L. R. England Esq., 
Mass-Observation, 

7, Kensington Church Court, 
W.8. 


23rd April 1949 


Brien Murtough Esq., 
Sunday Pictortal, 
Geraldine House, 
Rolls Buildings, 
Fetter Lane, 
BeCede 


Deer Murtough, 


Herewith the fifst section of the sex survey for your 
vetting. 


The difficulties in getting this through against the dead- 
line were, I am afraid, rather greater than I anticipated, and 
despite considerable overtime, and the quployment of more than 
one hand (which you will doubtless notes) we have not been 
able to include eny material on whet “leaders of opinion 
Say. This, however, will be a complete sub-section in itself, 
which does not at the moment look vitally interesting. 


I have teken you at your word and have given you material 
to ehoose from rather than e@ completely ordered article - for 
this reason I have ignored the fact that here and there the same 
arguments end themes are repeated. 


The brackets round some sets of figures mean that final 
checks have still to take place on them, but there will certeainly 
be no differences Sham bigger than a percentage point or 
two. Ineidentelly, although few percentages are included here, 

e great many are available - 300 tables have already been 
extracted on the main questionnaire alone. 


Yours sincerely, 


Tth May 1949. 


Brisn Martough, ES o, 
Feetures Editor 
cundey Pietortel, 
Geraldine House, 
Rolis Buildings, 
Fetter Lene, E.C.4. 


Deer Mr. Murtough, 


I om sending herewith two more article on the 
results of our sex survey <- one on the position to-day; 
end the other on prostitution. 


Mr. EBnglend seeske me to point out to you thet the 
fifth article se it now stends deals only with prostitution. 
When we exemined the metertel we found that there wes not 
reelly suffictent on homosexuality and V.D. for it to be 
included setisfectorily in the article with prostitution. 
We heve, however, ea certein emount of interesting meterisal 
on homosexuality end V.D. whitch we shell be eee to let you 
heve if you require it. Perheps you would let us know. 


Yours stneoerely, 


Secretary. 


SUNDAY PICTORIAL NEWSPAPERS [1920] LTD. 


GUNDAY PICTORIA] | 


DIRECTORS ae 
H. G. BARTHOLOMEW GERALDINE HOUSE “ NUSUNPIC, FLEET, 
Cte INS ROLLS BUILDINGS oe 
} COOKE FETTER LANE Tolaphene : 


H. K. CUDLIPP HOLBORN 4321 
R. W. T. SUFFERN LONDON, E.C.4 (Private Branch Exchange) 


13th Mey, 1949 


L.R. Englend, Esq., 
Mess-Observation, 
q ’ Kensington Church Vourt, 
4 W e 8 + 
Dear Mr. England, 
Here 1s a copy of 
the fifth article in the ‘John Bull' 


serles. 


Yours sincerely, 


Brian Murtough 
Features Editor 


14th Mey, 1949 


Brien <a EeGe, 
Feetures Editor, Sunday Pictortel F 
Gerelditne House, 
Rolls Buildings, 
Fetter Lene, 
London, BeCe4e 


Deer Murtough, 


Meany thenke for your next erticle. 
I have oe list, which I will let you hsve 
next week, of comments on your revries 
but they ere ell of a very minor order. 


I am enclosing herewith the lest of our 
erticies. This incidentelly mekes the 
finel peyment of £400 due. 


I will also let Mr. Cudlipp heave 
deteils of the letter which we intend to as 
send to the Penel end to enquirers, end. 
eliso the suggested bulletin on sex 
ecducetion, es soon as possible. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director, 


| Sunday Pictorial 


Geraldine House Rolis Buildings Fetter Lane London EC4 


Telephone: HOLBORN 4321 - Telegrams. Nusunpi Fheer london 


DIRECTORS H G BARTHOLOMEW . C H. KING 6-Dr-MHOHOLLS—— J F.E COOPE . J COOKE . H.K CUPLIPP RW T SUFFERN 


17th May, 1949. 


Dear Mr. England, 


Here is the final 
cheque for the series of articles 
which we are shortly publishing, 
based on your material. 


Yours sincerely, 


\, 


Hugh €udlipp 
Editor 


L. Re England Esq., 
Mass Observation, 
21, Bloomsbury Street, 


W.C.1. 


SUNDAY PICTORIAL NEWSPAPERS [1920] LTD. 


GUNDAY PICTORIA] | 


DIRECTORS 


eines Tel ; 
H. G. BARTHOLOMEW GERALDINE HOUSE “ NUSURIPIC, FLEET, 


- ROLLS BUILDINGS saeco 
j. F. E. COOPE 2. 


¢. e sail ol gata Rong 
R. We T. SUFFERN LONDON, E.C.4 


(Private Branch Exchange) 


18th May, 1949 


L.R. England, Esq., 
Mass Observation, 


alte Church Court, 


Dear Mr. England, 


Here is a copy of the 
sixth article in the "Life of 
John Bull" series. 


Yours sincerely, 


Brian Murtough Y 


Features Editor 


SUNDAY PICTORIAL NEWSPAPERS [1920] LTD. 


_.QUN DAY ° PICTORIAT 


DIRECTORS 
H. G. BARTHOLOMEW GERALDINE HOUSE 
Scacoieiee ROLLS BUILDINGS 
1 COOKE FETTER LANE 
" . CUDLIPP 


. T. SUFFERN LONDON, E.C.4 


Telegrams : 
‘“NUSUNPIC, FLEET, 
LONDON,” 


(Private Branch Exchange) 


24th May, 1949 


L. England, Ksq., 
Mess-Observation, 


7 Kensington Church Court, 
W.8, 


Dear Mr. “ngland, 


Here is a copy of the last article 


in the "John Bull" sermes, 
# 


Yours sincerely, 


ae A 


Brien Murtough 
Features Editor 


Brien Murtough, Eeqe, 
Features Editor 
Sunday Pietortel 
Geraldine House, 
Rolle Buildines, 
Petter Lene, £.C.4. 


Deer Mr. Murtough, 


Here sre our comments on four out of the five arti- 
cles of yours. At first glance the list may seem formidable, 
put thie is metnily due to the fect thet I heve tried to ex- 
plein the reesons for the chenges. Ae you will see, ay, 

et leest one or two of them sere our own mistakes, for 
we epolortise. 


I heve sent our originel meterial to the Assessors, 
end intend to send them your articles ing the eof 
this week. I will let you know future developments (e.g. about 
the Assessors) ss they eppear, but I may sey here that we are 


very Pleased indeed with the way you have ted our material. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


finel rechecks on s 
heve not yet been 
mn one or two perge 

and presume! bly you ere not in an undue h 
inly let you heve them during 
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Pege 2. Pare. 2. Insert et end of this peregreph - “A 


Pere 


Page 


Pere 


further cquestionneatre was elso asked to volunteers on 


this Penel on their hebits es well ses on their attitudes. * 


2. Pere. 5. “A complete picture of the privete life 
of severel towns wes built up... " 
3%. Perea. 2. ." .. = 31% - contsined a higher pro- 

portion of Churchgoers, women..." (Note - this change 


of wording may seem unimportant, but it does make a very 
big difference in view of the fect thet reguler Chureh- 
goers constitute only 15% of the sample they rarely form 
most of a group, but if eny group hes, sey, 30% Chureh- 
goers in tt it meens thet it hes a higher proportion than 


normel. ) 
3. Lest tte of first quote under (a). —the origins) 


4. Section tn ceapitel letters. “They were esked: (in 
three seperate questions) {f they though sex could be in 
eny oy unplessent or hermful. (Note - These 
three questions were oesked separetely with slightly differ- 
ent wording for esch. If we put the three together it 
definitely creates a very phoney question. ) 


Pege 4. Peres 43- "To-day the school teacher's importence 
is increestng more quickly than thst of the mother." 
(Note - School téachers, even emongst the young people, 
ere less often mentioned then mothers. But they sre 


mentioned proportionetely more often then amongst the 


older people. ) 
Generel note on this erticle - there appears to be no page 2. 
This is presumably se typing misteke and not the omission 


of e pege in our copy. 


Peze 1. Pere. 1. “Often known to-day eas Family Plenning. “ 
(Note - Femily Plenning is definitely not e general term 


for Birth Control ss yet. This was one form of wording 


which wes tried out and rejected.) 
Pege 2. Perae 6. Delete eyen in the sentence “But occaston- 


elly even this group looks upon it as se good thing .. - 
Pege 4. Pere. 2. “Neither of these groups - and in fact 
very few of those who sepprove - «. « >» . (See next amend- 
ment ). 
Perse 5. Pars. 6. ‘Insert “Those who disapprove of Birth Con- 
trol - in these cases usually thought of as meaning no 


children et ell - sre even lees inclined..." (Hote - 


We regret these chenges which sre caused by confusion in 


- 3- 


our original manuscript, but there does seem to be a 
very redtcel difference in beltef and the meaning of the 
word Birth Control between those who spprove of it end 
thore who disapprove of it.) 


Pege 1. Pere. 7. “Of those questioned in the street seample:" 


Pere 2. Pera. 5- "Personel experience of merrtage and di- 
vorce is extremely common.” Isn't this « trifle obvious! 

Pere 2. Pera. 6. 1939 statistics. See seperate note. 

Pere 2. Leet complete peregreph. ”* 
Penel Group, 59 men end women in every 100 who were mar- 
ried end hed hed some form of... * 

Pere % Line 2. Misfrint in our originel menuseript - should 
read * . . 7O% of the populetion .. . 

Pere % Pere. 3% #£=The figures we originally gave you were 

wrong. This sentence should reads “and divoree figures 


reves! thet sbout one marrtege breaks up for every thip- 


cae @ its special 


teen thet teke plece.” 
6. Lest Pere. This confusion wes ceused by us teking 


sex educstion in two different senses. We suggest this 
sentence should be eltered to reed: “People who have 
leernt ebout sex from personel experience ere less likely 
to fevour merriege. 4 London women, for instence, who hed 


been twice merrted ... " 


l 


oZ« 


Wote: With reference to the 1939 statistics given on Page 2 


of the erticle on Merriege, some figures sre now avail- 


eble for the post-war period end e suggested chenge to 
this peregreph (completely optional) is es foblows:s 
"But these 1979 statistics (most recent avetleble) give 


some indteetions 
"Illegitimete children (or those conceived out of 


wedlock) numbered 30% of ell first births. 
"In 418 of every 1,000 marriages where the wife was 
under 20, she wes also pregnant. 
"In 1946 among births to women under 20, 36% were 
concetved and born in wedlock, 36% were conceived out of 
wedlock but the psrents subsequently married, and 28% 


were born illegitimete.” 


| ; : ; > S . : an sa st ill <. i @ 


about sex." 
Pege 1. Pera. 5. Second line.  "N@@Biler seems very 


pronounced. “ 
Pese 1. Pera. 5. Third line. “Only very occasionally 


ned 


did the analyst feel thet replies... " 


Note - For this lest amendment, as for the first in 
this article, it should be noted that Mass-—Ob~ 


servetion investigetors did not come into the 
picture et ell here. These comments were made 
by Panel members in writing and sent to us 


through the post. 
Pege 3%. Pera. 5- # For extre-marital read pre-marital. 


List of reasons for dissatisfaction at bottom of 


Pege bY 


page. A further reason should be inserted third on the 


list - “The two people are not really in love. * 
Pege 4. Pere. 5. ‘This should read “. . . compared with 


one-querter of the married women." 
This appears to us to be, as it stands, 


In view of the fact 


Be Perel 4. 


rether a cortradiction of pere. 2. 
thet the reeson why the difference is marked is excluded 


posstbag this could be overcome by italicising the word 


Pages 6 and 7. 


the cepitels reelly necessary? 
It seems importent to add here that a 


Last line end first line respectively. Are 


Page 7. Pera. 6. 
further 8 in every 100 had known milder homosexual re- 
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Second 14 : of Amendmer 


letions es this fact does in fact nearly double the nun- 
ber concerned. 
Pege 10. Pere. 4. The sex habits of this Panel group are 
fw feet no longer a complete mystery. We suggest thet 
this sentence should be amended to read - “Until then 


the relation of the sex habits of this Panel group to 


those of the general public... 


SUNDAY PICTORIAL NEWSPAPERS [1920] LTD. 


GUNDAY PICTORIA] | 


Tat ye 


me DIRECTORS 


ie Tel : 
ae H. G. BARTHOLOMEW GERALDINE HOUSE “NUSUNPIC, FLEET, 
H. KING ROLLS BUILDINGS — 
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H. K. CUDLIPP HOLBORN 432i 
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10th June, 1949 


L.R. Englend, Esq., 
Mass-Observation, 

7 Kensington Church Court, 
W.8. 


shia inet aioe ona we itt a ee en ee 
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vot eas Pot pe eae ee eee A a= Sa RY oe 


Dear Mr. England, 


‘ I om enclosing a letter 
we have received from W.H. Allen, 
the publishers, together with a 
copy of my reply to them. Will 
you contact Mr. Goulden about 
this matter? 


Yours sincerely, 


by, 


Brien Murtough \ 
Features Editor 


(Enes.) 


, . . ED. POST 
eg E JUN 1949 


| Li ae 
Cal ae 
"W. H.ALLEN 6 Co. Lrp ag 
PUBLISHERS 
A . 
CABLES: TELEGRAMS: 
ALLENESTRA: LONDON ALLENESTRA: ESTRAND 
LONDON 
43-ESSEX STREET - STRAND 
LONDON:W:-C:2 | 
Vouk Rav ee Ne 
Our ReEF...... Ee a 
Editor, June 2nd, 1949. 


Daily Mirror, 
Geraldine House, 
Fetter Lane, 
LONDON, E. C. 4. 


Dear Sir, 


I estes that you have in mind pre- 
paring a report along the lines of the recently publi- 


shed Kinsey Report. I do not know whether you have | 
made any arrangements for the ultimate publication of : 
the Report in book form, but in the event that the mat- 
ter is open, may I say that we should be most interes- | 
ted to undertake the publication under our imprint. 
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If this is a matter that is now 
open for discussion, the undersigned would be pleased 
to talk it over with whoever has charge of the project. 


Perhaps, at your convenience, you 
would let me know how things stand. 


Yours oe 
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25th May 1949. 


Brien Portough, fec., 
Feetures "itor, 

The Sundsy Pictortel, 
Geraldine House, 
Rolle Buildings 
Fetter Lene, *.C.4. 


Heretith © further set of amend- 
ments of the seme trifling cherecter 
ee the vrevious ones. 


Thenk you for the Prostitution 
erticle, which I heve not yet 
through. I siso have e list of per- 
centege’ emendments which I will send 
through eeperetely. 


T heve sent Mr. Cudlipp under sep- 
arete cover e copy of the suggested 


letter we would like to send out to 
our Penel members, etc. round about 
5th June. 


Youre sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


25th May 1949. 
- Second List. 
Further emendments to articles dealt with on previous list: 


Pege 5. Perea. 6. We have slready suggested an amendment to 


the first helf of this peragreph. But really the last 
sentence of it (beginning “Almost helf of them say it is 
wrong”) should now come out, as they had qualified their 
remarks by implying thet by birth control they mean no 
children at all. 

Article 4. Marriage. 

Pege 4. Pera. 7. #%™‘&In the second line of this peragraph we 
suggest eltering this to some. As this is worded at pre- 
sent surely it implies thet all who admit they prectice 
sexuel reletionships outside marriage also disapprove of 
them. This is not the case. 


Article 5. 
Pege 8. Pera. 6 4th line from the botton. 


™ te 


Third line from the top. The Mass-Observation Panel 


Pege 1. 
will be very cross at the phrase "have bered their souls 


to Mess-Observetion’. We suggest thet this be deleted 
end the sentence should reed: “For these man and women 
have told Mess-Observation without reticence what they do 


"A 
” 
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letions es this fact does in fact nearly double the num 


ber concerned. 
Pere 10. Pere. 4. #£=The sex habits of this Panel group are 
in feet no longer eae complete mystery. We suggest thet 


this sentence should be amended to reed - “Until then 
the reletion of the sex habits of this Panel group to 


those of the general public .. . 


“* . ei % : ’ (é ‘ ._£= 4 
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about sex.“ 
Pege 1. Pere. 5- Second line.  "“NO@RIMer seems very 
pronounced. “ 
Peze 1. Pere. 5. ‘Third line. "Only very cecesionelly 
did the feel thet replies... " 


Note - For this lest an %, as for the first in 
this article, it should be noted that Mass-Ob- 
servetion investigstors did not come into the 
picture et all here. These comments were meade 


by Panel members in writing end sent to us 
through the post. 


Pege 3. Pere. 5. For 
Pere 3%. # £List of ressons for dissatisfaction at bottom of 


ierital read pre-merital. 


page. A further reason should be inserted third on the 
list - "The two people are not really in love.” 
Poge 4. Pere. 5. ##‘This should reed “ . . . compared with 


one-querter of the married women.“ 
This eppears to us to be, as it stands, 


Page Be Perel 4e 


rather ea contradiction of pera. 2. In view of the fact 
thet the resson why the difference is marked is excludec 


posstbay this could be overcome by ittelicising the word 
physical. 


Peges 6 end 7. Lest line end first line respectively. 


Are 


the cepitels really necessary? 
Page 7. Pere. 6. It seems importent to add here that e 
further 8 in every 100 hed known milder homosexual re- 
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Deer Mr. Cudlipp, 


I em enclosing herewith so dreft 
of the letter we would like to send 
to Penel members end others round about 
the $¢he°sf" yaa first publicity on the 
sex survey. You will note thet the 
wey we heve worded it mekes the assess- 
ing refer to the book only and leayes 
open the auestion of the Assesspr 

mich eppreci- 


perticipation in the Sundey Picto: 
ete eny comments you heve to meke. 


erticles. We would very 


I will, probebly during the course 
of next week, let you heve ea dreft 
copy of our next Bulletin on the subject 
of Sex Bducetion. This is intended for 
deepetch sometime during the first week 
in July, but the exsct dete cen be ar- 
renged to suit your convenience. 


Mey I teke this opportunity of ex- 
pressing to you, as I heve already done 
to Mr. Murtough, how very Pleased we 


res Q@h@h ene dégS you heve hendied our 
oar meteriel, and I oe like 
epy how much we eppresis thes? ‘ites 

hond we werelaivenc!® eebeytng eutithe 
field work. ,eanoH enthletet 
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! d During the past five months Mass-Observation has been 
engaged on a national survey on attitudes to sex in this sountry. 

some results of this survey are now ready for publication. Although 

it' involved a national sample of 2,000 respondents as well as much use 

of Mass-Observation's Wational Pane 1. of voluntary observers and obser- 

vation of life and habits in certain ‘tows, this survey is not intended 

to be another 'Kinsey' but rather a. survey to plot the ground in a 

field about which practically nothing is known.‘at the moment. TO 

assist us in this work a body of assessors has been formed, all the 

members of which are experts in the field. of knowledge of Sex, who 

witl 1 add their comments to our findings. . These. people are Dr. 

Clifford Allen, Mr. Cyril Bibby, Mr. Eva M. Hubback, Mrs. Marjorie 

Hume, Dr. David R. Mace, and Dr. G.hl. Russell. But it must be em- 

phasised that at this stage their names are not for general publication. 

Tt is hoped that the full report of the findings of this survey will 

be published during the winter of 1949-50 by Messrs. Allen & Unwin, but 

a series of articles on the subject is sche@uled to be: published in 

the Sunday Pictorial from 3rd July 1949 onwards. : 


This Bulletin must not be revrinted in full without prior 
permission of Mass-OQbservation. — Quotations of extracts from the in- 
formation below on Sex Education may, however, be made without prior 
permission, provided that full acknowledgement is made to Mass-Obser- 
vation Bulletin. 


SEX EDUCATION ‘ jas 
a SWS vy 
Official opinion on the subject of sex education has 

turned head over heels during the last twenty years. | In 1928 the 


L.C.C. passed a resolution banning it from their schools. A few 
years ago, after a silence of nearly twenty years, the 1928 ban was 
lifted. Apparently moved by the same mysterious forces as effect- 


ed the L.C.C. change of heart, bodies as diverse_as the National 
Union of Teachers, the Roman Catholic Church, and the Ministry of 
Education have also recently awoken from a period of anathy to take 
their place amongst the official sponsors of sex education for the 
young. st 


Whether or not his opinions have followed the same evolu- 
kiasnnde course, or been moved by the same forces as those of official- 
dom, 'the man in the street’ by now finds himself in much the same 
position as the expe rt 


arate Results of a Mass-Observation postal questionnaire sent 
out to ‘leaders of ovinion' - doctors, clergymen and teachers, showed 
that expert opinion is overwhelmingly in favour of sex education. 
Results of interviewing. 2000 people, selected to mirror the general 
population in respect of sex, age. income and region, indicated that 
estado sana is not far be hind - out of every 100 : 


76 were in favour of sex education 
15 were against it 
9 had mixed feelings or had not made up their mind 


Approval of sex iil ine is as wholehearted as it is 
widespread. Parhaps one indication that the battle has been won 
lies in the fact that very many of the exponents of sex education felt 
it unnecessary 40 give reasons for their support. Most contented 
themselves with : "That's a vory good thing", "That's necessary", 

"T'm all for that” - a very different form of reply to the more leng- 
thy and claborated views of the opposite camp. Today it is the | 
eEpynents of sex education who are on the defensive. 


re pee That opposition to sex education may represent a- dying 
sk wedae is also suggested by its prevalence amongst the old rather 
than the young: one person in four over the age of 45 is against it, 
but only one in fourtcen of the younger group. | Young people, men, 


the more adequately educated, and non’ church- goers are most fre quc 


i 
= Beas 
{ 


"I don't think that it's right myself. We never 
had it, and I do't think it's nice for ki@dies to 
know about such things." (25 year-old wife of 

tdmmer in vressed steel works, Oxford) 


"T don't hold with it. It's disgusting." (01d age 
pensioner's wife, St. Albans) 


"T don't think they should - they make fun of it. 
My two boys came home from school laughing and 
joking about it." | (28 year-old bus conductor's wife, 
a Shrewsbury) 


Inevitably, moral censure of. sex education finally spreads 
to those who give information even to the children themselves re - 
ceiving it. 


"T remember my next door neighbour was going to have 
a baby and I was talking to her. I'd noticed her , 
little girl stancing at the front door looking at the 
sky for some weeks vast and I asked her what she was 
looking for. The woman said with a laugh 'Oh, she's 
becn:- out there for Ph Looking for the stork ‘bring- 
ing the babv'. She mosneats thought it very funny, 
but IT was shocked, and said it was being cruel to the 
child, and thatt'da told my children'all about babics 
and thought it was the kindest and safest thing to do.. 
Well - my little grt used to play with the chilc next 
door and about a week later I heard that this woman had 
said that her daughter wasn't to talk or vlay with ours 
because ours was being biught up to have a vulgar mind." 
(Railway @ivor's wife, aged 48, 
Worcester) 


The third main argument against sex education is that it 
will corrupt the child. How far this is an argument based on ob- 
servation and rational deduction, how far it represents a less 
rational finish to a train of thought and feeling that began by 
suspecting sex education of SmMOFEL LLY in itself, it is difficult 
to judge :- 


"T don't think I agree with it. The children 
are wicked enough these days... I've seen things." 
| (49 year-old’ woman, keeps house for 
her unemployed mother, Manchester. ) 


Sometimes there is an indisputable suggestion of faulty logic :- 


"Well, I don't know what to think. I read a case 
in the paper yesterday of a girl having a baby at 
14, and she had had sex education." (48 year-old — 

‘Engineer's wife, Hendon) : 


THE AITERNATIVE 


Opponents of sex education have no alternative plan to 
suggest, other than the continuance of the hap hazard 'natural' 


methods of the 'past'. To discover just what these methods com- 
prised, we asked people how they themselves had found out whout 
sex. Of our whole sample, only about one in every five said he 


had received any sort of formal sex education; but nearly a third — 
of those now under 25 had received it, compared with only a twelfth 
of the over 45 8 an in@ication that the yractise of sex education 
has been on the increase for some decades at. least. sex education 
+ is most common of all amongst the group that has had a full-time 

education up to the age of 17 or more (which of course inoludes.a. 
high proportion of young poople). It scems to be more usual to ‘tell 
‘the facts of life' to girls than to boys, verhaps because mothers 


feel it ne cessary to warn their daughters of the approach of men- 
Bs sepa vhs oe 
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NATURE 'S_ COURSE 


7 For the most a it is only the elderly, forgetful 
perhaps, of their earlier diffieulties, who are completely satis- 
fied with the casual method of self- instruction. An Qld Age 
Pensioner, for instance, remarks complacently ;:- 


tT had no sex educe tion. IT allowed nature to talk 
‘its: course, and it never let me down." : 
¥ (68 year-old 0.A.P., Petersborough|) 


This ‘natural? . method igs sometimes the way of experience, 
sometimes of observation, sometimes possibly just the. rationalisation 
of blurred memories disguising street corner conversations :- 


"We LI. it Just came to me natural mixing with other . 
girls. ” (48 year-old: engineer's wife. ) 


I joined the Territorial Army ana I wont to my first. 
camp at 17, and.a young girl in Swansea took me down 
a back alley, and she made all the advances; ‘that's 
oy +f Row T..learnt ." (27 year-old baker, Petersborough) 


: "Wobody taught me. They €idn t need to. I had 
eyes in my head. Mind you, T've always lived on a 
lotto a i don't know ‘how towns people would go on." 
ae os ue (52 year-old farmer, ,Tadoaster) © 


, Learning about sex through married experience seems to be 
a dying. phenomenon, mentioned. exclusively by older ye ople, and 


usually by the less well-educated. Books as a gource of sex edu- 
cation, on the other hand, are mentioned most frequently by the ~ 
young and. the. more highly educated. Literature provides an ex- . 


tensive and varied source of fnformation for those who set. out in 


earnest after knowled ge ; reading sources ranged from Have Lock Ellis: | 
to the BEPC sae s ; a, | : , 


FORMA 1 “INSTRUCTI On 


- The most usual official source of sex Knowledge is the. 
mother of th family - mentioned by one man in fourteen and one woman 
in seven. Next most common @ the father, and we schoolteacher. 
But age. differences suggest that the schoolteacher as a source of 
sex information. has been gaiming in importance whilst the mother' S- 


position altered less rapidly. Mothers are mentioned twice as -— .. 
often: in the younger than the older groups, whilst teachers are men-_ 
tioned fifteen times more often. Fathers, meanwhile, have been 


crecping up at an intermediate rate. Many people describe the in- 
formation siven them in these rolatively formal ways as insufficient 
and belated; but this inadequacy is usually accented in good grace | 
and with sympathy for parenye doing what is felt to be an awkward and 
onnnreese =e job :- | 


"My mother toe | me. a bit: - mer it had to ‘be dragged 
out of her. She once éola me nothing was so adiffi-. 
cult as having to tell your daughters the facts of 
life. . I learnt a lot:more by the back stairs, so to 
speak." (52 conan -old” ‘woman Pig-brecder, Tadcaster] 


i ee eaten tola mo, but. only after my periods. hod aes 
started and I had nearly died of fright" (48 year- 
old decorator" S wife. oxford) 


| Parents and schoolteachers have not been the only source 
of relatively formal sex education. Clergymen, employers, older 
relatives, older friendg and others feature occasionally as Sex edu- 
cators. = Here, for umbenes: is a man who wat to the parson Or | 
information :- ere 


~ G& uw 


Struation. But most people had acquired their Knowledge So Of Sex ) 
in a far from formal way. Out of every hundred :- i 
” | 
25 said they had 'pickea it unt : | 
15: had learnt from riety children Ce d 
12 said it came 'naturally', or by experience 
11 hea been inutmusted by their mother 
8 had found. out by reading - 
6 had been instructed by their fathor | 7: 
6 had been instructed by their teacher §° | | . 
6 had loarnt from their work-mates ac nen as 
‘-S.had learnt by getting married 
4 had learnt in the Armed Forces 
Ovhad found out in other ways (from other inion 
fiances, ete: 


THE STREET. CORNER 


Tt was on the street corner. Po ‘thew Shan -in the elassroom, 
that most. people discovered: Sex: and the informetion seems to have 
béen passed on in-an atmosphere strigking} LV different from the de- 
corum of the biology class :-. 


: "Oh, T leo arnt it knocking about with the ove," 
eee US es sala year-old building labourer, Sewnert) 


"T r pheked - it. up ~' OF the stroet corner with my. mates.’ 
: {34 year-old unemployed porter, Exeter) 


"gust picked it uv. vou know. In the gutter, more or 
less." -. (26 year-old unemployed sheet metal worker, 
| 3 Wembley) 


Sometimes there is a wistful note to these recollections :- 
wT just picked it un from friends. me don't say it's: 
the best way mind vou. But vou can't expect your 
mother or father to sit down and tell you such things.' 
— (18 year-old builéing labourer, worceeke?) 


"IT learnt in a very horrible and rotten manner." 
(39 year-old woman, factory worker, Hendon ) 


And many, especially women, describe the shock and fears resulting 
from their hay-hezard and often ‘be lated discovery of sex:- 


"T learnt just bv myself. oy eida't ‘know anything 


until I started asking about it. I lost my parents 
“™an I was young anc my grandparents never told me 
airyor 1s I know when I first had my periods I wes 


scared t Geath because T thought you only had that 
if you hau Goen doing something wrong." 
(Engineor's wife, aged 45, Exeter) 


"TJ found out when I left school. Things that child- 
ren say to one another, lady and a gentleman'.. you 
know how they put it, 30 Sms oe It was such a © ee 
shock to me, [ don't ‘think T ev-r got over it because 
I thought my mother and fathor would never do such a 
' thing like that." (51 year-old widow, Shrewsbury) ph 


ee ———————eOer ee 


Naturally, some people had gained their sex knowledge from. 
more than one source. — | Wee anes 
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formal sex instructions had to ask for it first. And - again like 
him - some claim that they did not realise until a late age that 
_» there was anything to be told. One midwife who was interview. 


men hed anything to do with producing babies :- 


' formal sex education that takes place at school. That the infor- 
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"When TI was 20 I @idn't know a thing and I went 
to see my parson and he told me. He’ put it to 
snc) Te 1h a. n1l66 waz. He said, "DO you grow marrows 
(ole. + GSOrger” I said I['did, and he told me, "Well, 
— you've got to pnollenize marrows to make them grow 
havn't you?" and he showed me how it was done." 
(60 year o1@ proprictor of gents 
outfitters shop, Pete rgborough) 


Like this mon, many of those who received some kind of semi- 


said that not until her first midwifery case did she realise that 


"At 26 years of age I was as ignorant as it was possible 
to be. The funny part is that I can't imagine how I 
lived to that age without realising. I wasn't helved 
in the slightest bit. Tt makes me howl when ! think of 
it. $$Even when I started my midwifery training I never 
thought fathers had anything to dowith it. T nearly 
made an awful blunder asking a woman if her husband had 
had anything to do with it." oe ees woman, retired 
nurse 


education. What. form should the practise take? Most people 
fee] that children should be told the 'facts of life' at or around 
puberty; as one man said :~— 


"They should be told as they start to change their young 
lives." (67 year-old Insurance Agent, Exctor) 


One in eight of our sample felt that sex education should 
not be given till 15 or later; and one in four suggested that 
children be told about sex as early as possible, or not later than 
10. The feeling that sex instructions should be started very 
voung represents a minority attitude, mainly apparent amongst the 
most highly educated; once again it™®s possibly an up-and-coming 
idea. But gensrally there is a very prevalent fear of starting 
sex education too early - 'not too young':is a frequent proviso of 
those who otherwise favour instruction, f 


Many of those who suggest that children should be tgught 
about sex at an early ago have in mind instructions by parents rather 
than in the classroom; sometimes this is on the ground that sex 
knowledge taught by varents will be given and accepted in a more 
natural manner: but sometimes once again, a mow) note is inclined 
to creep in t= — ct 


"T don't: agree with it in schools. If a mother can't 
teach her ow daughter it's 2 poor look out I'd say." 
oti (26 year-old reilwey fireman, Doncaster) 


But at the moment most people appear to have in mind really 


metion can be given gradually and naturally from an early age on- 
words is an idea that has not yet, for the most vart, been absorbed 
by ‘the majority. The last 20 years has seen a revolution in pub- 
lic opinion, transfernwing itself into widespread acceptance of the 
necessity for sex instruction; pcrheps the next two decades will 
seo an equally drastic change, this time affecting the way people 
envisage sex educction, rather than the capes od which thezaeecent 


instruction; does this elderly woman represent the vanguard of 
present-day opinion? :- 


"It depends on how it'S given. If the teacher has 

a sympathetic insight into life avart from academis 
knowledge - I have seen the results and it can be very 
fine. Tt unfolds all through life, because when you 
have a little child out for a walk you teach it about 
the flowers and you teach it about animals. It un- 
folds naturally up to the adolescent stage when you 
teach deever truths with moral principles... A little 
girl I knew flung her arms round her mother's neck and 
said 'Oh Mummy, isn't it beautiful to think I'ma little 
bit of you.' But she always had a beautiful mind.” 


(Retired middle-class woman, 
aged 60, Exoter) 
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FETTER LANE 
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10th June, 1949 


M. Goulden, ksaq., 

Messrs. W.H. Allen & Co. Ltd., 
43 Essex Street, 

Strand, ..W.C.2. 


Dear Mr. Goulden, 


Your letter to the Editor of the "Daily Mirror" 
has been passed to me, end 1, in tum, have passed it 
on to Mass Observation, who keep all book rights in the 
series they are doing for the "Sundey Pictorial". I 
have sn idea that they mey already have secured a 
publisher and | have asked Mr. England, the acting 
director, to communicate with you. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sed.) BRIAN MURTOUGH 


10th June 1949. 


Hugh Cudlipp, Esq ¢*9 

Editor ~- Sundey Pictorial, 
Gereldine House, 

Rolls Buildings 
Fetter Lene, B. 0.4. 


Deer Mr. Cudiipp, 


I em enclosing herewith the suggested Bulletin on 
Sex Fducetion. I om efreid it is rather leter then I ex- 
pected, end I would be greteful if you could let me know 
by Wednesdey next week et the lastest if you heve any alter~ 
etions to suggest to it. 


One point to which I would like to draw your at~ 
tention ie the fect thet we suggest in the second peragre 
thet ecknowledgement should be made only to Mese-Observation. 
We cen, of course, eesily alter this to ey ourselves 
in ell ” scknowledgements, but we heve written tt n this way 
in view of the arrengement thet the ndey Pisctoria 

mede erticles out of the survey whi 
for publication as e book. 


After heving written this letter I heve just 
from Mr. Murtough thet you heave been raising queries on Tom's 
Preface for the book. At thée time of this rp peal cone - 
versation I hed not even read this preface and was wnewere 
until yesterd it Tom hed sent it to your Iam 
lling to make the changes you e 
suggest. but if you are unedle to contect him we can easily 


the metter up with him by past es we heave not ev 
sterted writing the book. ” 7 


neere 


7 afternoon 
quite sure thet he will be w 


i 


Yours sincerely, 


Aoting Director. 


13th June 1949, 


Brian Murtough, E8qe, 
Features Editor 
Sunday Pictorial, 
ee crgeen House, 
Rolls lding 
Fetter Lane, Etat, 


Dear Mr, Murtough, 


I am enclosing herewith first of all our outline 

lan for the political survey. I it is clear to you, 
t it is a. te that can discussed verbail; 
rather easier t it can be put in writing at this stage, 


Here also is a list of the Assessors’ amendments 
which you will see are not very frightening, and are in 
fact fewer in number than those we ourselves have submitted. 
We do not entirely agree with all these comments we have 
passed through to you, but in each case the Assessors have 
‘scientific accuracy’ on their side} 


There are still the comments of one of the Assess- 
ors on these articles to come, but I do not think these are 
likely to be very vital. We also still have to send you all 

the Assessors comments on the Prostitution article, together 
with some further — in some of the statistics simply te 
bring them @s up to date as possibile. 


I hope this is not all too confusing! 
Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director, 


Page 5. Para. 3. Delete the words ‘more practical’ from 
the last sentence. 

Article 2. Sex Education. 

No comments, 

Article 3. 

Page 2, Para. 


6. Alter the sentence ‘The middle-classes 


approve most - ... °* to read ‘The middle-classes approve 
more than the working-classes - ... '. 

Page 3, Para. 1. Add extra sentence after '.. . definite 
teaching against it' to read ‘Some of these, of course, 
were referring to the "safe period" method of birth con- 
trol'. (It seems essential to include this remark even 
though it reveals a limitation of the survey, If we do 
not the Roman Catholic Church will doubtless be voluble — 
in their disapproval of our conclusion, ) 

Page 1. Para. 4 ## For ‘How do you feel about extra-marital 

relationships?' read 'How do you feel about the idea of 

sex relations between people who are not married to one 


another?'. (This is the question actually asked.) 
Page 2, Para. 6 onwards, We are told that these statistics 
ean be brought further up to date, We will let you have 
any changes within the course of the next few days. 


Page 


Page 


Page 


Page 


Page 


Article 5. 


= Ze 


2. Last jine. For ‘at least one person in every three’ 
read ‘at least one adult in every three’. 

4, Para. 4 For ‘While only 8% say that extra-marital 
relationship is... ' read ‘While only 8% say that sex 
relationships outside marriage are... '. 

3 Pare. 7. Delete ‘ strangely prudish’. Sentence to 
read ‘But she reveals a not uncommon streak when she... ' 
9. Pirst line. For '.. . relationships may be that 
es « (OO 6 relationships may or may not be 
that we are... ‘s 

9. Second line. Begin new paragraph with this sentence 
and instéad of beginning ‘What is more likely . .. ' make 
it read ‘At least it is certain that there is to-day more 


tolerance . « -« a 


Page 2, Para. 2, For'... in the main are the most *broad- 


minded" section... ' read‘... in the main are the 
more “broad-minded" section... '. 


Page 3. Para. 1. For '.. . freedom and knowledge have 


Page 5. Add at end of last paragraph 'No formal interviews 


been more to women's benefit.' read '... freedom and 


knowledge are generally agreed to be more to women's bene- 
fit.'. 


were done in this part of the survey.'. (It is suggested 
that this sentence should be italicised as the point has 


+. 


been raised, with a good deal of justification, that 
people may think that investigators interviewing women 
got familiar with them! See remark on page 7.) 


Page 8. Last Para. For‘... fear of social censure is 


an inhibiting and controlling factor... ' read '... 
fear of social censure is a more controlling and inkhibit- 
ing factor... *. 


Page 7 Para. l. For 6 6 8 restrain their desire do so 


Page 


because of loyalty and love ...' read‘... restrain . 
their desire, giving as their reason for doing so loyalty 
and love for their spouse.'. 

= Para, Se For ‘Romantic day-dreams are most common 


amongst unmarried women.' read ‘Romantic day-dreams on 


the other hand (those with less emphasis on the physical 
side of sex) are most common amongst unmarried women. ', 


(Some explanation of this kind is essential in order te 


explain the apparent contradiction between this paragraph 
and the one immediately preceding it.) 


14th June 1949. 


Mark Goulden, Esq., 

We. H. Allen & Co. Ltd., 
Publishers, 

434 Essex Street, 
Strand, London, W.C.2. 


Deer Mr. Goulden, 


Your letter of 2nd June to the 

* has been passed on to 

me Mr. -Murtough of the Sunday 
Pictoria}. 


As he has already mentioned to 
you, arrangements have already been 
made for the publishing of Mass- 
Observation s report on attitudes to 
sex in this country. 


Thank you, nevertheless, for your 
interest in this book. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


or 


SUNDAY PICTORIAL NEWSPAPERS [1920] LTD. sao ate PICTORIAL NEWSPAPERS [1920] LTD. 


GUNDAY PICTORIA] | SUNDAY » PICTORIA] | 


H. G. BARTHOLOMEW GERALDINE HOUSE “NUSUNPIC | FLEET, H. G. BARTHOLOMEW nceeoageagee ie: HOUSE Soe PLEET, 
EP racn ROLLS BUILDINGS NDON C. H. KING LONDON 


FETTER LANE COOPE 
LONDON, E.C.4 


ees ee 


If E. ane 
I, COOKE FETTER LANE Teleplione: 
H. K. CUDLIPP 


* W. T. SUFFERN LONDON, E.C.4 HOLBORN 4321 


(Private Branch Exchange) (Private Branch Exchange) 


17th June, 1949 


L.R. England, Esq., 

Mass-Observation, L.R. England, Esq., 

7 Kensington Church Court, Mass-Observation 

W.8:3 7 Kensington Church Court, 
W.8. 


24th June, 1949 


Dear Mr. England, 


Dear Mr. England, 
Thenk you for the material 


which you sent along yesterday. I 
am returning Tom Harrisson's preface, 
with one or two slight marks, 


We have received the 
enclosed letter from a reader end, 
as he requests, are forwarding it. 
for you to desl with. 


Thenk you vs 


Yours sincerely, 


Yours faithfully, 
Brian Murtough - : 
Features Editor Ven Q.earl 


Editorial “ecretary 


Sunday Pictorial 


SUNDAY PICTORIAL NEWSPAPERS (1920) LTD. 


DIRECTORS:- H. G. BARTHOLOMEW - C.H. KING - S.D. NICHOLLS - J. F. E. COOPE - J. COOKE - H. K. CUDLIPP - R. W. T. SUFFERN 


GERALDINE HOUSE, ROLLS BUILDINGS, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C.4 


Telephone; HOLBORN 432! 
Telegrams; Nusunpic, Fleet, London. 


7th July, 1948 


L.R. Fnglend, Eso., 

Mass Observation, 

7, Kensington Church Court, 
W.8. 


Dear Mr. England, 


I should very much like to meet you. Perhaps 


we could meet for lunch in the near future? Would 


you 'phone me to fix s date? 


Yours sincerely, 


Brien duetonee 
tures Editor 


eg _ «Bete daly 1949. 
Brian Esqe, 
Features Bai tor - Sunday Pieteriai, 


Geraldine room = 2 
Rolls Buildings ter meee ; 
London, B.Code :. 


Dear Murtough, 


Herevwith, as mentioned te | 
the telephone, cur suggestions | os 
second survey On sexs They ore very 
; h notes and leave out a. ny 
points we have discussed 

= to predase too long. a 

Mente 


| think it dees need some person~ 
al discussion some time to get details 
straight. 


i2th July 1949. 


1. 


‘The following notes contain suggestions for a follor- 
up survey to Mess-Observation’s original one on Attitudes 
to Sex. itis suggested that the general line for the 
second survey should be to follow a women through her 
life dealing particularly with such events as her firat,.. 
love affair, marriage, birth, etc. it is not possible at 
this stage to define exactly how the material will fell 
out, but it is conceived rather along the following lines: 
s) Firat knovledgze in theo Sex education - what age 


b) Firat knosledce in fact. First contact with boys - 
how and where - approval or disapproval and perental 


attitude - first handholds and kisses <- one boy friend 
or many. 


c) #5 wR 2 Sa! OT ¢ 2 With whom, type 

md, ete. - bh Pe tae, oh Ua 
Teebtane about it - the background of the affair 
(cinema, Church, dance hall, ete.) - love letters? - 
how long did it all iest. 


Any more affairs before marriage - engagement(s) and 
their ritual. 


uaa Gk Saaae & GeamianEaS ~ eAtnks and beeeite: - 
National Health Service. : 


Abortions - how, shy? - miscarriages - how, why? 


2 


o~ 2 « 


f) Diverse. Hou, why? - what happens to the guilty 
party? - and to the innocent? - are second marriages 
es happy or less happy than first, or what? 

g) Qld age. Attitude to one's past - wiat does one feel 

and do about one s childrens’ lives - marriage and 

morality in old ages ‘.\. a 9 An withing s | 


h) le. What do the single and the virgin miss? - 


whet do they fill the gap with - how successfully? 


What do the single and flighty miss? - prostitution - 
what happens after? 


in contrast to the first survey on attitudes to sex 


it is suggested thet in this survey the bulk of the work 
be a detailed study of two or more areas in which funcion- 
el penetration end observation could be carried out over 
es long a period as possible. This observation would in- 
cludet checking of records, follow-ups of, for instance, 
ell the people married at one Church, all the people div- 
orced in the town, ete. to find out what happened to then 
later on. It eould probably also be arranged (perticu- 
larly if other work were to be carried cut in the same 
area either on an allied subject or even on direct market 
research questionnaires) thet certain families should be 
observed in the greatest detail. Such fagilies used in 
this way could possibly form the linking theme through 
each stage of the whole survey. 

Either a full national questionaire on 2,000 people 


-~ 3- 


sample, or a regional sample only in the areas concerned 
could be conducted at the yery end of the survey based on 
information collected during the survey. The sort of 
question to be asked would inevitably depend upon the 
field work thet hed gone before, but Mess-Observation has 
in mind et the moment questions such es theses 

a) Where did you meet your husband? 

b) How ‘long did you know him before you were engaged? 


c) mee i you feel about the idea of having your first 
7 


d) What do you think ere the edventages/di sadvanteges of 
married life? 


e) (Te single people) Do you let your boy friend hold 
your hand in the pictures? 


f) (To the very old) What say do you have in your child~ 
rens’ boy/girl friends? 


Much use will slso be made of other methods of re- 
search. Mass-Observation's National Panel could agein 
be used for the most intimate questions, perticulerly if 
al inserts an 


as has been suggested, the Sund 

appeel for help from amongst ite veoders. 
it is else suggested that we could obtain the co- 

operation of the various journalists concerned with writing 

woken'’s columns in papers in order to discover what sort 

of women write to them end what sort of pewblems they rite 

about. 
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Details of time and cost are not mentioned here 

in view of the fact that discussion will be necessary 
in order to solidify the present suggestions. I¢ 
should be pointed out, however, that Mass-Observation 
feels strongly that if this survey is to be carried out 
in the way suggested here a mich longer time for the 
field work, say at lesest until the end of 1949, will be 
required than was allotttied for the first survey. I¢€ 
should also be noted thet the survey described above, 


with its greater emphasis on ‘observation’ is definitely 


more costly than Th 


hth # - i> eee te 


exact costs, however, depend very considerably upon shether 


the questionnaire mentioned in paragraph 2 above is a 
national or a regional one. 


Sth duly 1949. 


Brian Murtough, Bea, 
Fes tures Editor - Sunday Pictorial, 
Geraldine House, 
Rolls Buildings, Fetter Lene, 
London, BaCede 


Dear Mr. Murtough, 


Herewith, as promised, a note on an incident which 
happened yesterday ciacieeained 

ay mtd on attitudes to 
_ class engi~ 


A Mass-Obser’ terview! 
strikes in Woking approached a 

neering sales agent aged about 5 She did not 
announce that she was Fyom uase-Obeervation but 
her first question was t do you think heave been 
the most importent things in the news lately? 


"I was reading an article in 

Lotorial on Sunday concerning the sex 

‘thought several answers in there very 
enltg lg It is rather ea good thing for the 
oy ¢ to know the opinion of the public concern~ 
ng seus of these matters. “ 


It should be euphasised that there was no 
question of referring to articles or to any indi- 
viduel papers. Answers anticipated were references 
to strikes and the economic crisis. 


Incidentally, please make whatever use you like of 
this, but I would rather you did not publicise the opinions 
of Dr. Mece which I passed on to you as I myself only got 
them at second hand. If you do think it a good idea to get 
some experts to discuss the report, however, perhaps Dr. 
Mace could be contacted on this? I look forward to having 
notes on the subjects to be tackled in the second sex survey. 


Meneging Director. 


16th June 1949. 


Brian Murtough, Esq., 
Features Editor, 
Sundey Pictorial, 
Geraldine House, 
Rolls Suildings 
Fetter Lane, B.Ce4. 


Deer Mr. Murtough, 


Here is, in the first plece, a blurb ebout the 
SOX SUPVeY« This is in no way written to go in t as 
it stends, but is simply whet we ourselves would like to 
sey about the survey. The peragreph about the Assessors 
however really should go in as it stands as it has been 
sent to them and epproved by them, in its present form. 
There are all sorts of comp ieetions if we give their of- 
ficial jobs, degrees, eto<s 


Secondly, I em enclosing a short final list of 
amendments. 


Incidentally, = and please qo not think for a mo- 
ment that we ere getting cevileminded. - I have come in for 
a great deal of internal abuse for not noticing that your 
edvegitoonenta voter te Segeszresrve)see in yee plural be ant 

a 3$s~ : a ere > » S300 4 *.¢ *¢ a | é. 
thy .octhesnretion is finding eats o « | OMe i suppose 
it is much too late to do anything about this in future 
advertisements? 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


=, a — 


i 
oo. } aE 
1 ¢ 16th June 1949. ag I 


‘ Site , aa og ene eae 
Xamnsebst Ro as hi as 6 ie eS: seer : 
. _—_ 


and various statements are mede in 


A great mm 


| 
this country sbout the state of sexual morality to-day, | 
and many people sare prepared to say what Britain thinks about : 
marriage, divorice and similar problems. Up till now, how- 
ever, despite the inereasing acceptance of the use of public | 
opinion work, nowody has ettempted to find out accurately 
the opinions that are held on this subject. 
In Americe mech attentiont has been paid to the 
work of Dr. Kinsey which, though very valueble in its des- 


eription of sexual practice, does not consider at all what 


people's attitudes are. And it is surely important not 


merely to ese hee many husbands are unfaithful to their 
wives, but also whether to-day shueh infidelity ie epproved of. 

In this country, Mase-Observation, an indepgiiimt. 
scienfifie social research organisation, was very mich aware 

of this gep, and it has just completed a survey to find out 

whet in fact ere the attitudes of the men and women in the street 


to sexual matters. Mass-Observetion does not claim for this 
survey that it hes said the last word on the subject, but 


rather that it simply lays open the way for further research 
in the same field. 


To make certein that the best available advice 
was obtained for this survey Mass-Observation was very fortu- | 
nate in being assisted by a number of people all of whom have é y 
particular qualifications in the field of human relations. ; o 


=-2-« 


Amongst these are Dr. Clifford Allien, author of Sexugi Per- 

Mr. Cyril Bibby, euthor of Sex 
Bduestion; wre. Eve i. Rubback, suthor of . 
Britein;s lirs. Merjorie Hume, an expert on marriage guidance, 
and Dr. Gilbert Russell, a psychiatrist. 


it. is hoped that the full findings of this report 
will be published next winter by Messrs. Allen and Unwin, 
bat extracts ere te be published in the 


e . = * 


Page 2. Para. 8. An amendment to our amendment: (for 


‘Illegitimate children (or those conceived out of wed- 
lock) numbered . . . ' read ‘Children conceived out of 


- - 


wedlock numbered... '. 


Page 8. Para. 5+ For ' hardly anybody - except clergyment - 


mekes the point ..« . read ‘hardly anybody - except 


leaders of opinion - makes the point... ’ 


Article 5- Are our Morals on the Decline? 
Page 6. Pirst Fara. Bor ‘The other was en industrial sea- 
port, predominantly working-class ... ' read 'The 


other was an industrial seaport, two and a half times 


as big, and predominantly working-class ... ' 


Page 8. Pera. 6. For ‘Social workers blame bad living. . ' 


~ 


Fad 


read ‘Social workers relate bad living conditions... 


7th duly 1949. 


Brian Murtough, BSG +» 
Features Editor ~ Sundey Plotorial, 
Geraldine House, 

Rolls Buildings, Fetter by , 


London, rm 
Dear Me, Murtough, 


I mentioned in the course of our telephone conver- 
sation yesterday that Mr. Bibby had expressed his gratifi- 
cation with the way the Sunday Piste had treated our 
material and also that he ! nis view to Dr. 
Kae @e 


I should also have said that during my conversation 
with him i did agree that two further small elterations 
would be advisable. I am efraid 1 cannot refer to these 
alterations on the proofs of the articles as I gave you back 
my copies and the Assessors have the remaining ones. How- 
ever, in your original version, the alterations are as fol~ 
lowss 


. 


errigee = if)' 5° ‘ RA are - i151" “" 


The pea i 


paragraph 0 on te 4 stieee ‘thet the case 
of a Londonenis ‘comparatively typical’. Two Assess~- 
ors have now objected to this on the grounds that we 


cannot provide proof of this, which is, in fact, the 
case. We would therefore prefer ee toned down to 
some form such as the following ~ ‘Among the first young 
we int 
tted to interes 
ing a prostitute. 


rviewed was a ao~ peer old Lendoner who ad- 


“has with 1 


different girls, includ~ 


On Page 7 in the middle we refer to a Mass-Obser- 
vation investigator walking arm in arm with a girl. — 
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Originally we amended this by putting in a sentence 


seying that no direct interviews were done in this part 
of the survey. Mr. Bibby still believes, and has 


completely convinced me, that most readers will stili 


not connect these two and may assume that 
views were done by fhis process. Could we. ther 
alter this to read ‘And of the youns woman who refused 
to walk arm in arm with a man she had met that evening 
at a dance, because, she gaid . « «+ + and delete 
again the sentence referred to above about no direst 


Anter- 


interviews being done in this part of the survey. 


‘Yours sincerely, 
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“Originally we amended this b 


Hateing in a sentence 
seying that no direct interviews were done in this part 


of the survey. Mr. Bibby still believes, and has 


completely convinced me, thet most readers will stili 


not connect these two and may. 
views were done by phi 8 process. 
alter this to read ‘And of the pons woman who refused 
to welk arm in arm with eae man had met thet evening 
at a dance, because, she said... and delete 
again the sentence referred to above about no direst 


sume that me 
Could we. 


a9 


y inter- 


interviews being done in this part of the survey. 


‘Yours sincerely, 
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Sunday Pictorial 


SUNDAY PICTORIAL NEWSPAPERS (1920) LT 


‘vw Geraldine House Rolis Buildings Fetter Lane London EC4 


Telephone : HOLBORN 4321 - Telegrams: Nusunpic - Fleet. London 


3. KR. ELLIOTT. 
DIRECTORS: H.G. BARTHOLOMEW . C.H. KING . Speen oo J. F.E.COOPE . J.COOKE . H.K.CUDLIPP . R. W. T. SUFFERN 


8th July, 1949 


L.R. England, Esq., ) 
Mass-Observation, | 
7 Kensington Church Court, 

W.8. 


Dear England, 


Further to our conversation this morning, these are | 
some of the suggestions you might be able to work upon for | 
the second report on British morals:- 


1. Birth: ‘xperiences in hospitals, nursing 
homes, etc.. The amount of knowledge women 
had before the birth of their children, plus 
how much they were told by their doctors or 
by the ante-natal clinics. General attitude : 
of nurses in maternity homes and hospitals 
towards patients. 


2. Abortion: &#& survey of the methods used by 
uninformed women - e.g., hot gin; quinine; 
and other various prescriptions. We should, 
of course, require doctors' opinions, showing 
that these are completely ineffective and 
dangerous. : 


In the meantime, perhaps you will draw me up a rough 
outline of the ideas you have been working upon and the basis 
upon which you want to make your second survey. 


One day next week we could get together to exchange 
ideas further. 


We will leave the question of subsidy until Mr. Cudlipp's 
i return and also the date by which we would require the material 


delivered. 
a 
Yours ees | | 0 \ 


Brian Murtough 
Features Bai: tor 


PALES EAT TOE IEEE 


17th October 1949. 


Brian Murto 
Features Edi 
Sunday 0, Bai tery 
Geraldine House, 
Rolis Buildings , 
Fetter Lane, Code 


» Bede, 


Dear Murtough, 


I heave gue’ finished writing an article TP 60 fe 
Public Opinion 1 2 on our sex survey. The 
; the mein journal of -ite-kind centred in America, and iy yy 
| article is mainly on method. I have, however, included 
the attached note on publication. Would you Let me know 
if you have any objections? 


We are see doing e very similar article for the 
51 Or" and I think it is prob- 
ne could well be taken there. 


h some ‘aor? OF 


Yours sincerely, 


Mass-Observation. 
17th October 1949. 
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The findings from all this material have already 
been published in outline in the Sunday Pictorial, a British 
Sunday newspaper with a circulation of over 5,000,000, the 
second largest in the country. in view of the fact that 
the blame for the failure of the polls in the November elec- 
tion has sometimes been laid on bad reporting by newspapers 
it is perhaps worth recording the relationship between the 
Sunday Pictorial and Mass-Observation. Reports were sent 
to the newspaper at some length, for their own staff to con- 
dense into a form suitable for its own readership. These 


digests were returned to Mass-Observation and also to the mem 


bers of the board of assessors for comments later the entire 
set of the final pege, with pictures, headlines, and s0 on, 

was sent to Mass-Q@bservation and to the assessors. In every 
case all suggestions made by Mass-Observation and the assess~- 
ors were incorporated without question in the articles. Re- 


lations were most cordial throughout. 
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Sunday Pictorial 


BUNDAY PICTORIAL NEWSBPAPERS® (1826) LTD. 


Geraldine House Rolls Buildings Fetter Lane London EC4 


Telephone HOLBORN 4321 - Telegrams. Nusunpr Fleer Londun 


ee ee 


DIRECTORS: H.G. BARTHOLOMEW . ©. 8H. KING . J¥F.E.COOPE . J. COOKE - #.K.CUDLIPP . RW. T. SUPFERN § p ELLig 
r} 


20th October, 1949 


L. England, 4so., 
Mess-Observation Ltd., 

’ Kensington Church Court, 
W.8. 


Deer Mr. England, 
Thenk you for your letter of October 17th. 
Mr. Murtough is awey from the office at 
present, but we have no objectiong to what you 
say about the "Sundey Pictorial" in your article. 


Yours sincerely, 


Mdectt 
es 


Chief Sub-Editor 


SEXVAL @BEHAVIDUR. 


2. 


Gensral- 


a) 
») 


¢) 
é) 


e) 


Arrengenents for certslisstion of report. 
iene for publiestion of report. 


oS: 
‘Generel progress. 


oir- 
Suggestions and ccomsents on heud-outs already 
eulisted. 


Suggestions for penetretive work. 

for ‘*nabit’ tionnsire. 
ions for ‘habit’ ques 

Suggestions | 

Generel suggestions. 


Dete for next meeting. 


Any other business. 


a - Nee 


— «nes ON 


Points discussed and suezestions made at first meeting of 
Assessors of the Sex Survey 


1. 


3rd Marech 1949, 


It was agreed that the Assessors should remain anon- 
ymous for the time being. 

Drafts of book and articles and final versions of 
each to be shown to the Assessors. 

Suggested that Allen & Unwin's might be interested 
to publish the book, Dr. Mace suggested that Stanley 
Unwin himself should be approached, 

Another suggestion was Routledges, 

Progress made so far was diecussed, 

Short questionnaire to be sent to leaders of opinion 
should inelude questions on attitudes to - birth contrl, 
sex education, prostitution, divorce, extra-marital re- 
lations, 

Title - Sexual Morality - thought to be unsatisfactory 
as the survey covers a much wider field than this, 

The Assessors were a little worried about the actual 
conditions and technique of 'fact-gathering'’. It was ar- 
ranged that Dr. Mace should: a) accompany an investigator 
for a short time. b) do a few interviews himself, c¢) be 
interviewed by M-O. on the attitude qq, 

There followed some discussion on the point of whether 
or not interviewees tell the truth, which led on to the 
explanation of the fact that the qq. had deliberately been 
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made ‘impersonal’ and no reference was made to the people's 
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own private lives. The general feeling was that we were 
losing quite a lot here but that it was unavoidable. 

It was agreed that care should be taken to see that 
the first sentence of the notes on the survey should not 
be allowed to appear again in any further odcument connec- 
ted with the survey. 

The question about sex @ying harmful was criticised, 
and defended on the grounds that it brought out people's 
opinions on V.D., masturbation, etc, 


It was felt generally that the phrase 'middle classes! 


had been very loosely used in the document giving the first 


results and was rather misleading. 

It Was agreed that in the final report opinions about 
marriage should We broken down by (amongst other things) 
those over 25 whd are unmarried and those under 25 who are 
unmarried. 

The main lines of more detailed study in small areas 
were suggested as follows: collection of all available 
statistics: interviews of 'officials' (e.g. police, mayors, 
park-keepers, etc.): interviewing a small sample on some 
specific points: observation of public love-making, dance 
halifs, prostitutes in pubs, etc, : 

Middlesbrough, Bolton, Worcester and a village were 
agreed to as being very suitable “qapces for this work, 
Some doubt was cast upon the suitability of any part of 


oS 
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London owing to its lack of commmnity spirit. Dr. Russell 


suggested a newly sprung up dormitory area (suburbia) might 
be much more interestéfg (e.g. Harrow). 

Doubt was also cast upon the usefulness of 'official' 
opinion. But M-O thinks it is relevant even if it com 
pletely wrong, 


Reference was made to a survey done in Cardiff some 


years ago about the effect of sex education in connection 


with juvenile delinquency, CTrer & Pou | 

It was suggested that clergymen should be interviewed 
in the study areas, also those people who prepare young 
couples for marriage. 

Other subjects of interest suggested were; where 
people think they would go for advice if anything went wrong 
with their own marriage or sex lifes: the sort of books 
people read connected with sex and sex instruction. 

It was also felt that it would be interesting to get 
to the bottom of who makes the money out of pprnographic 
literature, contraceptives, ete, Pormographic film clubs 
were also mentioned as a possible item of study, | 

_ There was discussion on the possible effect wf the 
News Review article on love-making in public might have on 
this survey, there was also criticism of the illustratior 


which went with it. 


on a 


14, It was decided that the next meeting should be held 


just before the serialisation is completed - probably 


about the middle of April. . 
(Note - Dr. Mace is out of the country until &Shaost 
the end of April from about 24 weeks hence,). 


Note - volume of Pilot Papers with article about double beds 
might be of value, 
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fool the need to reduce the materia] such more, perhape, - 
to 40 or 5C pases, giving littic nore thon rosie ' 
tables on attitudes and heb te toge ther with their : 
interpretaion. 
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MASS-OBSERVATION, 
7 Kensington Church Court, 
London, W.8. 


April 1949. 


Deer 


I hope I shall be excused if I send you this letter 
in stencitlled form rather than individually typed, but Mess- 


Observation has been extremely busy both on the sex survey anc 


on other surveys during the last two months, and at the seme 
time rather hampered by illness. This hes meant e delay in e 
great many directions, and efforts to catch up wb dh ad mé thods 
such as this. 


The sex survey has been developing along the lines 


suggested at our last meeting, but progress has generally beer. 


rather slower then anticipated owing to the extreme fatigue 
factor es fer as investigstors are concerned. We have also 
been perticularly anxious that in no way should accuracy be 


sacrificed to speed. Incidentelly, on the subject of the in- 


terviewing,. Dr. Macé was uneble to go out with us as he had 
Originally hoped, but his place was teken by Cyril Bibby, 
whose report on the interviewing is attached to this letter. 


. The delay in this work has meant that the report 
writing end final analysis will have to be done under very 
considerable pressure to ellow us to complete the job by our 
promised deadline. We therefore propose at this stage to 
mske no attempt to write the draft for the book (in which 
Allen end Unwin's have expressed great interest) but instead 
to produce for the Sunday Pictorial six outline articles 
which will concentrate more -on the -production of accurate 
facts rather than on the consideration of the material. The 
outline of the subject matter of these six articles is also 
ettached herewith and your comments on them will be appreci- 
ated. 


It is probable thet these erticles will be sent to 
the Sunday Pictorigl individually and that they will be re- 
written by a member of the steff of that newspaper as they | 
errive. We fully appreciate that this is not the best pos- 
sible way of doing it, but no action whatsoever will be taken 
to publish eny article until all the articles are in their 
hands. Theat is, there is no question of the first article 
being printed before the sixth 1s received. 


The Sundsy Pictorial is also more then willing that 
the Assessors should be shown their forms of the articles, 
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MASS-OBSERVATION, 
{ Kensington Church Court, 
London, W.8. 


WES 7060. 13th May 1949. 


Deer 


At the time of writing our full report on the Sex 
survey ts in the hends of the Sundsy Pictorial. I had hoped 
to be able to enclose with this letter copies of oll six art- 
tcles as sent to the Sunday Pictorial end elso copies of four 
articles as drefted by them for publication. Unfortunately 
typing hes proved too big a handicap to make this possible, but 
{ I thought it might be edvisable to send you four out of the ss” 
erticles we heve written for them in case you would like to 

} heve them for the weekend, 
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fs you wili note when you see them, however, the 
erticles are not very dtrfferent from our own draft reports, send 
our own criticisms ere confined to verv minute points of de- 


I would also like to emphasise thet our articles heave 
been prepered as drefts rether than es in any final or polish- 
ed form. All we have been concerned witn here has been to 
present the facts in some form of order. We heve aiso, on the 
whole, included only the most straightforward facts, and you 
will notice thet nesriy all the material given here is based 
on the results of the aquestionnatre. There wiil be e good 
deal more material, both further correletions from this ques- 

. tionnatre and other miscellaneous material, which wiil be in- 

| cluded in the book, but for which there was no space available 

| in the erticles. This restriction seemed particularly import- 
ent in view of the fect that, cleariy, articies cannot go into 

details of statistical validity and therefore less clearly de- 

fined points have been left out. 


- a ne ee ‘ a ——- 
: snenieieat cae PR 
so Bah Swot 


I would emphasise that we do not anticipate thet the 
book will necessarily follow closely the form of the present 
1 series of articles. And our mein concern now is thet the art- 
leles should present the o¢re of the facts in a woy that is not 
open to misinterpretation. 


| I will send you the Sunday Pictorial re-writes and 
‘| our remaining two articles during the course of next week. 


| I would suggest thet unless any major alterations 
‘| are thought necessary we should conduct the necessary discus- 


| sion concerning them by telephone or individuel letter, and 

if we will errenge for such comments to be circulated, Then, at 
if a later date, perheps some time during June, we might have a 

i further meeting to discuss in detail the form of the final 

it  pook. By this time, of course, both we ourselves and you 

if ; will have a very much cleerer picture of the materiel thet 

i Mess-Observetion has collected, its vaiue, and its limitations. 
i} The book, of course, being more permanent then the articles 
needs more consideration of the exact order and form that it 
tekes. 


Incidentally, would you please again excuse this 
stenctlled lictter. It ts the resuit of extreme pressure on 

our typists, Pertly occssioned by the necessity to type coples 
of the erticles. 


Yours sincerely, 
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again before any action is taken by the Sundey Pictorial to- 
wards publication. This meens that the Assessors will have 
every opportunity to reed both our version of the six 

articles end the Sunday Pictorial s re-written version. sub: 
sequent to this newspaper serislissation, the book will be 
written without being subjected to so much pressure, and it 
will, of course, run to much greater length. If you have any 
comments On these arrangements we shall be very grateful if 
you will let us have them. 


I would, however, like to emphasise again thet al- 
though this letter does perhaps give the impression of hurry 
there is no question at all of the 4Assessors being disregarded 
es e result. Your services are unquestionably of the great- 
est value to us and to the survey. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 
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a. FIRST RESULTS OF MASS-OBSERV/TION'S SURVEY OF S3XUAL MORALITY. 


1. 


4. 


The following comments ere based On ean analysis of ap- 
proximetely the first five hundred interviews msde on e 
netionel semple on settitudes to various aspects of sex mor- 


ality with which the Mass-Observation survey on Sexuel Mor- 
elity hes begun. 


it must be emphesised thet the margin of error in these 
figures is likely to be high, partly beceuse the sample is 
not truly random and not correctly stratified, and partly 
because the smellness of the Over-all sample means thet some 
sub-groups coOntein numbers thet ere really too small for sac~ 
curate aessessment. 


All results therefore ere liable to be altered in the 
final version, though it seems unlikely that any major am- 
endments will be necessery. It must also be emphasised 
that this note intentionally shows only the bere bones of 
the findingss it is designed as a basis of discussion for 
further work rether then as an indication of the more inter~ 
esting matertal. | 


About helf the semple say (without eny quelifications 
at ell) thet merriage is a good thing. Three in twenty 
comment specificelly on the need for careful co-operation 
between the pertners and most of the remainder produce simi- 
lar qualifications. 


Three in every five give unqualified epproval to the 
idea of sex education and only one in ten expresses unguell- 
filed disapprovel. Most of. the remainder feel it is alright 


if glven by qualified teachers or if given carefully and in 
small doses. 


There is a considerable variation of opinion about the 
ege which is most suitable for this instructton, but about 
two in five say that the right age is between ll and 15. A 
similor number suggest either that it should be lower than 


this or thet a child's questions about sex should be answer~ 
ed as they oerise, 


When they were asked if they themselves had received 
sex education, over four out of five people said they hed 
had no formal instruction. '£sked how they had learnt the 
facts of lif¢ nearly one in four Satd they had ' just - 
Picked it up , three in twenty that it just ceme , and 
three in twenty thet they had learned about sex from other 
children. £ further three in twenty hed been told by 
mother or father, one in twenty by school teschers and one 
in twenty had gained no knowledge before marrtoge. 


10. 


ll. 


- # 
The majority of the sampic seen to knew what birth 
control is. imree Out of flve approve of birth control 


unconditionally and just over one in ten disapproves: 


Just over helf the sample condemn extre-mari*al rel- 
etionships out of hand. Most of tne remainder give quali-- 
fied approval to the idea, though about one in ten give com- 
plete approval and a further one in ten say that each case 
must be judged on its merits. 


About one person in four disapproves of the idea of di- 
vorce and one in twenty hes no opinion on the subject. The 
remainder approve (sometimes with qualifications), but two 
Out Of five of the whole semple snontaneousiy sey that they 
feel divorce is justified if people cannot get on with one 
another (not necesssrily including sexuel infidelity). Di - 
vorce, however, ts not usualiy regerded as an ideal, but 
Only as the lesser of two evils. 


About three people in five disapprove of prostitution 
and one in ten suggests thet it ought to be legalised. Abo’. 
one in fifteen think it 1s a necessary evil and one in twenty 
say that it is a good thing, 


Three-querters of the sample believe that there is no- 
thing intrinsically wrong in sex; two-thirds that there is 
nothing unpleesant end two-fifths thet there is nothing herm- 
rus 4 4 Ge 


Three-fifths of the semple say they Live up to their own 
standards of sexual morality and a Turther quarter say thet 
they try to. -On the other hand, two-fiftns of the sample 
believe that moral stenderds ere getting worse es coipered 
with less then one-fifth who believe they are getting better. 


Most of the sbove tables have been analysed by sex, age, 
income, merital status, religious belief and frequency of 
Church-going:, On the whole all these breakdowns, with the 
exception of sex, make very little difference to attitudes. 
It seems possible that there is, as it were, 9 standard — 
attitude towards sexual behaviour which Moass-Observation-is 
not yet in a position to relate to sexual habits. 


Middle class people tend to be slightly more in favour 
of divorce, prostitution, extra-marital relationships, etc., 
end young people slightly more thon older ones. Married 
people are considerebly more in favour of marriage than the 
unmerried. Those who go to Church regularly are more op- 
posed to extre-maritsl relationships and prostitution than 
those who do not go at ail. But the difference is only in 
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the region of approximately 10;,. Religious upbringing 
does not aeppeer to heve a great deal of effect on atti- 
tudes. 


Sex differences are, however, consistently marked. 
Thus s 


9) Women approve of merriege far more than men. 


b) Although the percentage of women wno completely ap- 
prove Of sex education is the same as the percentage 
Of men, women are twice as often against the idea as 
men (men more often give a qualified answer). 


ec) Women ere rether more in fevour of birth control ther 
men, but ere considerably less in favour of extra- 
marital relationships, divorce and prostitution. 


d) Women, however, are more likely than men to favour 
the idea that divorce should be ellowed if the parvu 
ners do not get On together. 


MASS-OBSERVATION ~ SEX SURVEY. 


COMMENTS ON INTERVIEWING. 


by Cyril Bibby. 


It wes felt to be edviseble that there should be 
some independent essessment of the honesty with which those 


questioned answered investigators, and I undertook this 
assessmente 


First, I exemined the instructions given to in- 
vestigators, and was impressed by the care taken to insist 
that no hints or leads must be given during the course of 
Questioning. -Then 1 spent some time with an investigetor 
in the London area. ft first, fearing thet my presence would 
meke difficulties, 1 observed his interviewing from a short 
distance, but later stood by him throughout the interview. 

To my considerable surprise (for I had been somewhat scepti- 
cel of the possibility of successful interviews under such 
conditions) the presence of a third person seemed to cause no 
embarrassment —- Il was epperently accepted immedtately as 
simply one of a pair of investigators. Any such essessment 
must, Of course, be subjective, but I did not observe anything 
to indicate that those questioned were unwilling to answer 
truly. How much this wes due to the skill of the particulor 
investigator, and how much those questtoned may have been un- 
consciously deluding themselves, I do not knows but I wes 
certeinly left with a quite clear impression thet true an- 
swers were Obtained to the questions put. 


C4th March 1949. 
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13th November 1947, 


Mrs. tar} orie Ce 
13 wdlaw 0 ole aE _— 


Dear MPs. Humes | | 
‘Many thanks indeed for your letter which we 


peeceived yesterday. We should be very pleased indeed 
' to do a survey on attitudes to sex and marriage in this 


country and I do not think there is doubt that it 
is a survey which would produce valuable results, 


We would very much like to MSR. y 
the matter over and I suggest that it would most 
SS tas aemnk he ts woolly OX bom fiabtbtas 46F @ whl 
mome! Ww 4 
report, and wondered cnathae you would mind meet hi 
there, race of the globe he lives in Hampstead, which is in 
our corner of Ris telesheus meer ts 
ee OF be very pleased to see you 
ong toy Bowl Mage thy Bs oe Meg A end of this week, 


P a ead » him and £28 9 sultabie tine: 
with hind ing up 


I do h that we Shall be able to make some 
arrangement for . er 


Yours sinmerely, 
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lith January 1949. 


Mrs. Marjorie C. Hume, 
13 Wildwood Road, 
Golders Green, 

London ’ NoWells 


Dear Mra. Hume, 


Mey I re-open our correspondence by telling you 
first of all that we are at last able to underteke a sex . 
survey? 


I would rather tell you all about this survey in 
person, and the main purpose of this letter is simply to 
ask you whether perhaps 1 could give you a ring some time 
later this week and suggest a time and place for meeting. 


Yesterday I hed lunch with Dr. David Mace, who 
immediately suggested your neme as a person who would be in- 
terested in the survey and who might perhaps be willing to 
give us technical advice throughout. It is with this in 
mind that I would like to meet you, for we would certainly 
be delighted if you would co-operate with us. 


I look forward to contacting you and to our first 
meeting. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


Fae 
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24th January 1949. 


Mrs. Marjorie ¢. Hume, 
13 Wildwood Road, | 
Golders Green 

London, N.Welle 


Dear Mre. Hume, 


This is just a note to say thank you very much for 
your: interest sed co-operation in our survey, and Ii do hope 
thet our resuate will be of value. 


It has been suggested thet the best date for our 
first commnel meeting would be Thursday, re: Warch, with, 
as alternative dates, end or lst March. wonder if you: 
would let me know some tise soon whether these dates would 
be suitable to you, as you will appreciate that it is neces- 
sary to plan some way ehead for such e meeting. 


I whll let you know very shortly the questionsve 
intend to ask our Panel and I should very mch like to have 
your comments on them. ; 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


; 
f . 


14th Februsry 1949. 


} Mre. Merjorie C. Hume, 
1 13 Wildwood Roed, 
Golders Green, 
London, N.W.1l. 


Dear Mre. Hume, 


This is just to confirm that as I 
said to you on the telephone serranrcements 
are Ayu ag for our meeting to be on 4rd 
Merch at 6.30 DeMe 


I cannot tell you yet where the meet- 
ing will take place, but will let you 
know during the course of this week, when 
at the same time I hope to be able to 
send you a rough outline of the idea of 
the survey as tt 8@ how 
fore the meeting, too, we should be abk 
wt nga the first results of the questicn- 
nNairee 


Yours sincerely, 


Aeting Director. 


24th February 1949. 


Mrs. M. Hume, 
13 Wildwood Road, 
Golders Green, 
London, N.W.11. 


Deer Mrs. Hume, 


In sending you some details about i 
the survey may I confirm that the meet- 
ing is at the Rembrandt Hotel, Thurloe 
Place, S.W.7. It was extremely goc 
of you to offer us the use of your Clab 
but errengements hed elready been made 
before you rang up. iI am sorry, by the 
way, if the Rembrandt Hotel is rather 
out of your way. : 


I will be sending you at the begin- 
ning of next week the questions , what a 
think will be of value for the ‘habit 
questionnsire, but perheps you could let 
me know on Thursday next week any ad-— 
ditions you have to make. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


28th February 1949. 


Mrs. M. Hume, 
13 Wildwood Road, 
Golders Green 

London, N.Welie 


Desr Mrs. Hume, 


Mr. Englend has asked me to send 
you the enclosed questionnaire which 
he mentioned in his letter to you of 
24th Februery:. 


He also esks me to point out that 
this questionnaire is meant merely to 


give you a general idee of the type of 
question we wish to ask - it is by no 
means finel as to order of questions, 
phraseology, ete. 


Yours sincerely, 


Secretary. 


9th Mareh 1949. 


Mrs. Merjorie Hume, 
13 Wildwood Road, 
Golders Green, 
London, N.Well. 


Deer irs. Hume 5 


I em enclosing herewith a list of the categories 
which we are using in the most vital questions of the sur- 
Vey If you would like to see the analysis categories for 
eny of the other gGuestions perhaps you would give us a ring, 
and we will see sat they are posted off to you. 


I gould also be very pleased to hear from you this 
week for your comments on the habit questionnaire. Slight 
amendments, incidentally, have already been made to this 
which 1 can discuss with you on the telephone. 


Thank you very much agein for being so very help- 
ful with this survey. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 
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Good idea, unqualified. 

Good idea if people are poor. 
Good idea if people have no home. 
@ood idea in cases of ill health. 
To control size of family. 

Fear Of war, cannon fodder’. 

To control spacing of family. 
Population reasons. 
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Bed idea, unqualified. 

Religious objectsions. 

Lack of responsibi@ity. 

Immorality. 

Psychological reasons. 

Political reasons (population, war). 
Unnatural. 
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Don't know, Vague. 
All right, not against it. 


) Bad thing, against it. 


Right sometimes, depends on circumstances. 

Right if couple are fond of each other. 

Mi@dd feelings. 

Right if it does not hurt other people. 

Did it myself. 

Would do it myself. | 

All right if it takes place before marriage only. 
Up to the individual to decide. 

Would not do it myself. 

Bad for the children. 


Don't know, vague. 

Good thing, all right. 

Bad thing, wrong. 

Right if partners disagree. 

Right some times, depends on circumstances. 
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f) Mixed feelings. _ 

5} Should be made easier. . 

h) Right, except where there are children. 

i) Bad because of children. 

j) Up to the individual. a : 

k). Would like one myself, have had one myself. 
1) OK for men, but not women. 


a) Don't know, Vague. 3 

b) Good thing, necessary evil. 
c) Bad thing, wrong. . 

d) Necessary for some people. 
e) Stamp it out. | 
Mixed feelings. 


g) It makes the streets safe. : 

h) Up to the individual to decide. 

i) Should be made legal, should be controlled. 
j) Should not be necessary. 
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4th March 1948, 


Mrs, Marjorie C. Hume, 
13 Yildwood Road, 
London, N.W,1ll,. 


Dear Mrs. Hume, 


Some time ago we had some correspondence with you, 
and you saw Mr, Willcock, about the possibility of Mass- 
Observation doing a survey on sexual behaviour in this 
country. I understand that the stumbling block was the 
very important one of finance, We have recently had some 
conversation with the Rockefeller Foundation on the subject 
of the Kinsey research in the United States, You may have 
heard of this very large survey that has been done there on 
sexual behaviour, and we were anxious to find out if anything 
similar was contemplated for this country. Apparently no- 
thing along these lines is contemplated at the moment, and 
we hope in the near future to see the Director of the 
European section on Medical Studies on the possibility of 
producing a survey on this subject ourselves, ; 


It is all in the extremely vague stage at the mo- 
pre | but we feel our case would be made very mich stronger 


should it have the backing of an organisation such as the 
Society of Friends, I was wondering, therefore, if it would 
be possible for us to have further discussion rather from the 


angle of your helping to sponsor the lines of research than 
with the actual cost of the survey? 


| As yet no details at all on either side have been 
arranged as to the lines along which the research should take 
place, I think it is true to say, however, that the direct 
uestionnaire methods used by Professor Kinsey could not be 
uplicated in this country. 


Yours sincerely, 


Research, 


13 Witpbwoop ROAD, 
GoLpberRS GREEN, 
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3ist March 1948, 


Mrs, Marjorie C. Hume, 
13 Wildwood Road, 
Golders Green, 

Lomdon, NoWe ii. 


Dear Mrs, 2: 
Many thanks for your letter of 24th March. 


We should be delighted to see you when you come 
to Kensington. Provisi ly I would suggest the morning 
of the 16th April, though the 15th is just as suitable to 
me. I will arrange to be in the whole of the morning of 
the 16th, so do call whenever it is convenient to you, 


By the same post as your letter I received a let- 
ter from the European Section of the Rockefeller Foundation 
aying that they were interested to have our name and par- 


8 


ticulars but that they were not at the moment contemplating 
any survey of this nature in Great Britain. However, the 


contact has been made, 
I attach herewith a — diagram of how to get 

to our offices, It is very simple provided you don't let. 

anybody start sending you up Kensington Church Street! 


Yours sincerely, 


Research, 


13 Wi_tpwoop Roap, 
GOLDERS GREEN, 
N. W. 11 
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24th August 1949. 


Mrae Me Hume, 

(13 Wildwood Road, 
Golders Green, 
London, N.Well. 


Dear Mrs. Hume, 


I em encf@sing herewith a copy of the outline of 
our book on sex which has been promised to you for some 
time. We shall be very grateful for any comments you have 
to make on it. 


My. Englend is away on holiday at the present 
time and asked me to apologise to you for the fect that he 
was unable to send this synopsis to you personally before 
he left. 


Yours sincerely, ; 


Secretary. 


14th April, 1950 


Mrs. M. Hume, | 
13, Wildwood Rosd, 
Golders Green, 
London, W.W.1ll, 


Desr lirs. Hurhe, 


This is just » short note to let 
you know thet the promised book on the reeults 
of our sex survey is by no means dormant. It hag 
proved far more difficult than we thought to turn 
the articles intc the book of value that we hope 
to produce, and in fect seme three entire drafts 
heve been prepered end thrown overboard. 


We ere now in the finel stages, 
however, ené I hope very shortly to be able to 
let you see ite em just writing this letter 
to tell you that our intentions are by no means 
changeé end thet we are in no way content to let 
the important findings we have produced appear 
simply in the Sunday Pictoriel, 


For your information, articles 
on thie survey have appeared in the International 
Journeal of Sexology ané eleo the Public Opinion 
Quarterly in rice, I can lend you e copy of 
the latter if yo would like to see it. 


Yours sincerely, 
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THE POSITION TO-DAY. 


Prepared bys 


Epnaingten Church Court, 
ndon, W.8.. 
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THE POSITION TO-DAY. 


Throughout this survey Mass-Observation has been 


 eoncerned with what people say (end to e lesser extent, do) 


ebout certain sexual matters. We do not regard ourselves 
as competent judges either of whether the statements that 
are mede ere in fact right by moral or ethical standards, 
nor even whether they are true. In this article we intend 
to discuss the sexual position to-day, but do not intend to 
embrace the problem of whether or not in fact the position 


' then it wes. Divorce rates may be 


is ‘better’ or ‘worse 
on the increase, but does this reflect greater unhappiness or 
greater facility in obtaining divroce? Legitimacy figures, 
too, seem of little value on their own unless related to a 
close study of the practice of birth control. A further 
survey, es we have elready seid, im a decade or 80, would 


reveal differences of velue in assessing changing standards, 


‘but this survey on its own cannot. 


EHEless, people certainly feel thet standards 


ere chenging, end it seems importent to find out what people 


say ebout chenging standerds, end for this reason e dquestion 


on this point was esked at the beginning of Mess-Observation's 
main questionnaire. 

Feople feel that, on the whole, moral stenderds are 
declining. Of the people Mass-Observation asked: 


a 2 @ 


44% seid standards were declining 

29% seid they were mech the same es they elways 
were 

17% eff they were improving 

10% could give no definite opinion. 


The biggest difference of opinion on this point - 
even greater then that between Churchgoers and non-Church- 
goers - is thet between people of different agess on the 
whole the young teke an optimistic view and the old a pessi- 
mistic one. People under 25 quite often say they are too 
young and inexperienced to answer the question, but those 
who do ere feirly evenly divided between the ‘better’, ‘worse’ 
end ‘the seme’ schools of thought, with a majority saying 
thirigs ere much the same. But among those over 45 two say 
things ere growing worse for every one who thinks they are 


the seme, end two think they are the same for every one who 


thinks they are better. The comperative figures (excluding 


the don't knows) are? 


Percentage of this group expres- 
sing this opiniones 


Young Old 


Morels ere better 28% i: 
" the seme 40% O73 
7 " _- worse 32% 5 


The more optimistic viewpoint is also held by the middle 


‘@lasses (and by the highly educated) who, as will be seen in 
other erticles, sem mainly hold the more radical opinions 


on questions of sexual morality. 
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It is generally egreed that the outward forms of 
sexual behaviour end attitudes sre changing, and changing 
towards greeter freedom and frankness. the main question 
in meny people's minds is whether this also implies a change 
in morel standards. The majority of those who say standards 
ere the sgme make a mejor point of this - thet beheviour is 


iy concealed is now openly dis- 


constant, but whet was form 
cusseds 


"People sre more brosdminded (about sexual pro- 
bl ems ) on the whole and I think it’s a good thing. 
It's no worse then it used to be - when everything was 
hidden.” (Milk roundsman, aged 27, Worcester. ) 


"I think things ere mech as they always were. 
Well, I just base that on what I see in the neighbour- 
hood. It's only more obvious now. It used to be 
more on the furtive side. (Woman farmer, aged 52, 
Tadcester. ) 


"? don't think there's much difference, it's i 
only that things get talked about more these days. 
(Wife of bookseller's assistant, aged 26, Leeds.) 


Optimists. 
Those who think stenderds are getting better base 


meny of their arguments on this same point, the increasing 
knowledge of sex and increasing freedom in sexual behaviours 
to them these things may be seen either as causes or as re- 


sults of improvement. This opinion is commoner amongst 


women then amongst men, perhaps bé@euse recent freedom and 


knowlLédge heve been more to women's benefit. It is interest- 


Fessimiste. 
The reason most often given for believing that 
stenderds ere declining is ‘what you read in the pepers’. 


This ts particularly true of women; one quarter of the 
pessimists among them mention newspeper reports. Thus 
ges 

"Oh, things ere definitely worse. Well look 
whet you see around you. And in the papers - all 
these attecks. You re almost afraid to go out.” 
(Butcher's wife, eazed 46, Leeds.’) 


It is interesting, but perhaps inevitable, that 
no-one suggests thet newspaper reports have led them to be- 
lieve. that things are growing better - indeed, if they think 
things are growing better, they often say ‘or course, you 
can't believe whet you see in the papers’. The beginnings 
of such scepticism are occasionally seen even amongst those 
who still heve faith in the pepers:s 

"Things ere getting worse. There's . >: 

the news. Of course it is possible thet in 
there wasn't so much publicity, but just as mech im- 


morelity, but on the whole I don't think thet is so." 
(Qgineering dreughtsmen, sged 40, Manchester. ) 


And et the same time there are a few people who 
imply thet such newspaper reports are helping to cause the 


decline in moreles 


"Stenderds ere getting worse. Well, you can't pick 
up e peper without something in it about sex. My little 
girl mekes me blush she asks so many uestions which 
never occurred to me at her age. 39 year old women, 
separeted from her husband and living with an engineer, 
separated from his wife, London. ) 


esting thet women heve s rather more optimistic view of 


morels generelly then men, though they tend to hold less 


redical views on such problems eas extre-marital relations 


end dtveree. Here ere the opinions of two middle-aged house- 
wives: | 
"I think this generation is better myself, I meen 
we were all brought up like Victorians. They re more 
modern now, 1 think myself you have to go by the 
times. (Wife of generel labourer, aged 53, Exeter.) 
"Young people are getting more enlightened - not 
sO nerrow es when we were youngsters. (Wife of an 
Insurence Agent, aged 51, Greenock. ) | 
The other major group amongst the optimists consists 
of those who sey thet stendards heave improved since the war. 
They do not mention any long term change in standards since 
their own youth, merely a war-time moral. slackness which they 
think is diseppearing now; to them standards are rising egain 
to the pre-war norm, which they epperently look upon as com- 
Pletely stable. Such people says 


"tendards ere going up as fer as I can see. The 
wer is over and we re getting settled down now. 
(Foundry furnace-men, eged Leeds. ) 


z sh CS 
Le 


“Oh, not eny worse meal, better now the waa 
over. There wes a lot of talk about what went on then - 
ell these men in the country - a girl in town had a 
little helf-ceste and there were a lot of black, bies 
in Menchester. But you couldn't call that norgmte 
Now things heave settled down. Well, 2 shouldn t say 
they're eny worse at all . : o & ra re ell —_ 
at hear. And you can see for yourseit, yo peopl 
settling down sensibly together. (Publ oae’s wife, 


aged 54, Rochdale.) 


“CNC MEETS" 
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Pessimistic opihions are not all based on hearsay 
for meny people justify such views by describing what they 
heve themeelves seen. These descriptions ere usually, though 
not elwsys, eritictems of the behaviour of the younger gener- 
ation, and, at the seme time, of modern parents for their 
lack of discipline. Here ere three such descriptions; note 
that the last one is, in fect, from one of the younger gener- 
ations 


"Oh, things sre worse. I see so much of it. iI 
cen see it coing on with the young people in pubs, 
night efter night. Young girls waiting outside until 
ell hours end then meking off with men up the dark 
streete. It's because the parents heve lost control 
over their children.” (Weges clerk, aged 45, Shrews- 


bu®y. ) 


"Stenderds ere getting worse. It's as plain as 
-enything to see. Look at the way the dance halls are 
filled every dsy. There's no discipline in pours 
i ae -— days." (Men, pensioner, eged 68, Birn- 
ingnhem. | 


"adults' sexuel behoviour is 911 right, but the 
juventies @s a bit scendalous. ‘Young girls Seine for 
walks in these derk perts and in the woods. ve seen 
them. Aye. end I’ve heard them screaming out eas I 
Pessed by. If they go walking in the dark with these 
leds they know whet to expect - and they get it. 
(Lebourer’s handyman, eged 23, Bleckburn. 


Closely connected with the belief in the laxness 


of youth is belief in the laxness of women; end young women, 


as two of the sbove comments show, are considered to be par- 


ticulerly deserving of criticism. (It is interesting here 
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to note thet anxiix our questionnaire showed that on the 
whole young men tend to hold much the most ‘advanced’ views 
on sex.) As one 01d Seotemen says sadlys 
wy tho say she droaeeds Sov you Geet tlt tt aie 
They 011 dress alike, they paint and powder the same." 
The pessimists, in direct contradiction to the op- : 
timists, believe thet increased knowledge of sex and in- 
ereesed freedom in discussing it are in themselves undesir- 
eble - either as the unpleasant consequences of declining 


morels, or es the underlying causes of that decline. They 


says 


"I think standards are going down. The youBl to- 
dey ere more broadminded, I think. § They are more in- 
telligent ang they know too much - and about some things 
they shouldn't, too. (Body builder in car factory, 
et present unemployed, aged 40, Doncaster. ) 


"I think things are getting worse. Well, I've 
thought a desl about it. There's such e lot you can 
sey ebout it - I suppose it's reslly advancement of 
life. The more educated wé sre the less sort of 
strict we ere tf you know what I mean.” (Factory 
foreman, eged 56, Oxford.) 


"To-day secred things that we were brought up to 
think secred are hendled very very loosely. They talk 
in ways we wouldn't have dreamed of talking . .. The 
things we considered sacred are talked of so lightly 
end written ebout so placidly to-day thet all the love- 
liness seems to heve gone out of it. (53~: eard old 
housewife, meintained by adult children, Exeter.) 


These comments raise egein the fundamental problem 


of whether greater freedom of sexual discussion and convention 


bring in their trein greater self-control or greater licence. 


Agein, this ie ea problem thet this survey in itself cannot 
hope to solve, but it seemed likely that observation of the 


outward pattern in certein areas, would be revealing. 


Moral - Immoral? 


We therefore studied the outward pattern of sell 


ad 


behaviour in towns of different characters: among them was 

one which wes e small Cethedral city with a mixed populetion, 
end another which wes an tndustriel town and seaport of fairly 
recent ortgin, with 2 population nearly twice as large again 
end predominently working class in cherecter. At the level of 
official statistice, the differences between the two teens is 
not striking; in Steeltown, end in proportion to the size of 


are at least ten 


population, convictions for drunkipmmieaes 


times ae meny es in Churchtown, but convictions for prostitution 
end brothel keeping, for inatence, are slmost down to nil in 
each case. In Steeltown there were just over three times as 
many ceses of V.D. in 1948 as in Churchtowns in Steeltown, 

in 1946, when such statistics were evatlable, there were just 
over twice as many illegitimate births as in Churchtown. But 
—6©4f the ficures are considered in reYation to the size of the 


populetion, the epperent differences again tron out, and we are 
left with e picture of two areas which, on the face of it, are 


a ee a 


not too dissimtler. 
In one import- 


The key phrase its, 
ent respect, the two towns are very aifferent. In Churchtown, 
the pattern of over sexual behaviour is restrained, conventional 
and unsophisttested - in Steeltown, public behaviour in pubs, 
dence hells or perks is mich more openly provocative end very 
— fone © restrained. me 
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Churchtown, prostitution resolves mainly into the amateur 
and occasional pick-up; in ordinary relations between the 
sexes behaviour, ‘in a town where everybody knows everybody 
else’, inclines to the formal and accepted. Thies is the 
feeling, for example, which lies behind the remark made by 
Churchtown's Marriage Guidance Council Secretary, that among 
young middle class people - 

"“T& is not considered the correct thing here 
for a boy to take out a gir girl as a regular 
practice until he is about eighteen. 
Te is the fecling voiced by a young working man at a local 
dance, that :- 

"Pnere's a iot would like to pick up a girl 
at dances, but these girls just won't be 
picked up. Tney just come to dance." 
and the same feeling has shaped the ideas of the young girl 
who refused to walk arm in arm with a Mass-Observation 
investigator, because, as she said :- 
"It's not like London here, you know...It 
would be back to my mother tomorrow. You 
don't know the plese like I do...If a boy 
end girl are wa arm in arm here they 
ay they're comeing,” 
Restraints of this kind run consistently through every sort 


of publie behaviour. In dance hells, it is customary for 


partners to breek up at the end of each dance, and for boy 


and girl to return each to a group of their ow sex; the 


dancing itself is comparatively formal and stilted, with, 


as an investigator deseribes it :- 


: 


"Male partners holding the females always 
in the manner indicated by the text books, with 
no undue familiarity; bodies barely touc " 


and male hands always in the places where th 
should bee.” ¥ a 


After the dances, giris are more likely to go home with 


other girls then with men, and there is little lingering. 
"You don’t see any couples in doorways now,' sata the local 
policemen, ‘though you 414 during the war.’ In pubs, 
behaviour is similariy quiet, and although, in the sumer, 
there may be couples down by the river, the average working 
class girl does not 'go walking by the meadows’ and young 
people from the middle classes - 


“yarely frequent local public houses. They 
prefer to drive on a bus out to a road house. 
There may be a certain snobbishness about f 
that arising from the fact that so many work in 
local offices and they may prefer not to be seen 
in the same places of amusement as the people 
they meet during working hours." 
In a community in which everyone is known, there is probably 
alweys less open immorality, and Church town is still not 
too far removed from its village origins. «But whether the 
underlying reasons, the Chief Constable is perhaps not too 
far out in his expression of givic pride :- 
"We compare more than favourably with other 
cities. j§ There is ne vice here such as 
can be found in industrial cities." 
Visiting comedians do not always agree that this is the way 
things should be. A® one of them said on & recent visit : 


"Yieot YVicet They daft know what vice is 
re. That's what/s the matter with the 
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Steeltown presents ea rather different picture. 26 a heavily 
industriel area with some bed slums and a visiting population 
of foreign seamen, the suthorities are much alive to the pro- 
blems of prostitution and V.D. Certain perts of the town, 
certein pubs ere well established as pick-up centres, and al- 
though it is claimed thet, in 1948, for example, 46% of ell 
ettendences st the V.D. clinic were not Steeltown people at 
ell, the number of cases dealt with has doubled since 1938. 
Steeltown is also ea heavy drinking srea, and this, according 
to the town's Probstion Officer is the root of the trouble. 
(The men themselves claim that their work is so heavy that a 
good deel of drinking is necessary, and Steeltown certainly is 
e hardworking place - it is also claimed that attendance at 
evening institutes is the highest in the country. ) 

The whole question of V.D. and the incidence of pro- 
stitution in the town is rather differently viewed by differ- 
ent suthorities, and it would not be possible to use evidence 


of this kind to compere morsel stendards in the two towns. 


About prosititution the generel feeling et suthority level is. 


thet the problem is small, confined to the dock area, and pro- 


bebly inevitable in a port. As a Police Inspector saids 


"Naturally, being a seaport, we get a number of 
girls who frequent the docks. They are professional 
prostitutes. But I don't think that affects the 
morel stendards of the town as apart from the seaport. 
The port is a self-conteined unit and does not affect 
the town. ; 
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The only remedy, occacionally suggested, is slum clearance. 


As the Probation Officer put its 


“AS long as you have slumg we shall continue to 
heave moral problems. You can t deal with prostitution 
ry providing better houses, but you will help te stop. 


The V@B2 rate is seid to be ‘reasonably static’ bu the Medical 
Officer of Health, and to be increasing by the Physician in 
charge of special treatment at the General Hospital. This 
Physicien is, he sayé@s | 


- « « especially worried by young boys of 18 coming 
here with the wind up. I see about three a month. . 
They heve been having intercourse with their girl friends, 
not with prostitutes but somebody they ve met in the 
pictures or at a dence hall . . . They're frightened and 
usually they haven t anything wrong at all. 

The apperent statisticel increase in V.D. is explained by the 

N.o.H. as erising out of the greater public awareness of the 

oroblem and their co-operation in coming forward for treatment. 

Before the war people were mich shyer. 

An explenation such as this is closely linked with 
the attitudes adopted by some other authorities. It is gene- 
relly egreed that moral stendard@s to-day compare unfevourably 
with those of yesterday. But how mech of this is due to the 
contemporary openness about sex on which we have commented 
earlier? In Steeltown, one Probation Officer considers that 
‘ seneral morelity hes gone down since 1939’, the other thet 
'r don't think it’s eny worse. It's more obvious end Batent’ — 


or ‘it’s out in the open’. Compsred with Churchtown social 


convention in Steeltown certainly tolerates s more open lack 
of restraint. Some young people prefer the more rekétratned 
Catholic and Youth Club dences, but it is possible in Steel- 
town, as it is not in Churchtown, to come across this: 

“In this dence hell there is a recess let into the 
well. There is a light for the recess but it is not 
switched on. Couples retire to the recess between 
dances .. . During the latter pert of the evening the 
chairs in the recess sere full, with couples sitting 
closely together, erms round each other and cheek to 
cheek . . . The fi®or is packed tight, people holding 
each other closely .. . about a doxen couples are sit- 
ting eround the hall on each others laps. ° 

At nights too, Steeltown streets are noisier and more crowded. 
Couples cen be seen in shop doorways or embracing in the 
streets, end the whole atmosphere is different. Railings 


are now put back round the Part, but before this, according 


to the perk keeper, the couples turned out at official closing 
time ‘only weited till your back was turned to go back again, 
end sometimes to stay all night’. 
“Meny more detaifis could be added. ‘The Marriage 
Guidance Council, recently established, says that the number 
of metrimonial cases handled by the office is as large as in 
any town in the country. There is no Birth Control clinic 4 
in either town, but in Steeltow its introduction is apparent-— 


ly opposed by Cetholic interests in the Council. And 80 On. 


One thing et least is clear in the different behaviour patterns 


of the two towns; in Churchtéwn fear of social censure re- 
meins as en inhibiting and controlling factor affecting re- 
letionships between the sexes; in Steeltown, a heterogeneous 
population drawn from verious parts of the country hes not 

yet developed any cleserly established standards of behaviour 
of its own, end different sorts of life end different local 
conditions heve produced types of behaviour, but their relation 


to morality end immorality remains obscure. 


Four hundred and fifty men and women contribute to this, 


the frankest report ever to be publishedin Britain. For these | 

A men and women have bared their souls to Mass-Observation and | 
told its investigators, without reticence, what they do about 5 

: They are members of Mass-Observation's National Panel of | 


Te 


Observers. While they cannot be claimed as a typical cross-section 
of the community - they tend towards the more intelligent and 
_highly-educated - their personal replies on sex habits are : 
: ras important because they are not necessarily "abnormal", 


How typical are their habits compared with thoseof the | 


pre ot 
Te Lato en 


rest of the population, it is not possible to say with any 
certainty. But their views on sex behaviour and morals generally 


approximate fairly closely to average middle-class, well-educated 


eee 
Mass-ObservatiOn stress that all the information given | | 


may not always be entirely honest. People may have suppressed 


facts about themselves which they feel to be shameful. On the ce 

o _ ther hand they may boastfully exaggerate them. ee a 
While there is no objective way of checking either .... 
tendencies, neither is very pronounced. Only very _ ; ft 

' feel that replies were. | 


e 
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a person would confess to the greatest difficulty in telling 


of certain aspects of his sex life. 


( When asked whether there was any part of the 
: 
I questionnaire which particularly embarrassed them, nearly half 


| mentioned erotic day-dreams or, more particularly, masturbation. 
| Compared with the freauency with which it is practised, 
| homosexuality was relatively often a source of embarrassment. 


Apart from these, however, there is little evidence that 
people were embarrassed or ashamed of their answers. On the 
subject of sex relations outside marriage, in particular, there 


is no evidence at all of replies being softened down in the 


direction of conventMionality. 
THE UNMA 


About one person in five of the unmarried claimed that 
they had never had any love relationship of any kind with a 


member of the opposite sex. 


= One in four was - or had at sometime been - engaged. 
One in four had a particular friend of the oppositem 
: sex at the time of answering. 
| rT And the remainder had enjoyed at least one such friendship 
1 | be in the past. 
: But only one in seven claimed that they had never known 
q love-making even in its mildest form. This means that some of 


those who had never had a rman or woman friend 


amount of casaal. love-making. ‘And, 


at least a cer’ 


of some men, this may have on nded as far as intercour 


meee... Be 


sometimes with a prostitute. 


Men, moreover, admitted to a greater desire for physical 
intimacy. Only one unmarried man in ten said he had never wished 
am for sexual intercourse ~ compared with one unmarried woman in three. 
Physical relationship, with or without a background of 
affection, is more frequent among single men than among single women, 
Fmotional relationships are about equally common to both. 
Among these single people: 


92% of the men had experienced some form of love-making 
compared with 72% of the women. 


r af 70% of the men had experienced intimate love-making 
Jt fo compared with 54% of the women. 


i, 


49% of the men had sexual intercourse compared with 
38% of the women. 

Not only do men have more physical cesire and wider physical 
experience. They also apvear to derive greater satisfaction from 
these relationships. In intercourse and in intimate love-making 
they are much more likely to achieve a physical climax than women are. 


arti eormarny 


pre = Sexual intercourse in these extra-marital affairs is less 
“often Gescribed as satisfactory than is intercourse between married 
couples. Only one person in ten described their experiences as 
Satisfactory. Most common reasons for dissatisfaction are, in order? 
Phy sical discomfort and fear of interruption 

Lack of ardour on the part of the woman 

gate oe Aesthetic or other objections to the contraceptives used 


Feelings that their behaviour was morally wrong 
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Questioned further about contraceptives, about half 
said that it interfered with their pleasure and many seemed to 
have little faith in their safety. 

There appears to be little difference between the habits 
of the unmarried group and the pre-marriage habits of the married, 
Pout two in five of the single have had sexual intercourse - and 

a very similar proportion of the married admit to pre-marital 
experience. 
Almost all of these had had intercourse with their 
future mmc husband or wife. Most married people who did not have 
it said they would have liked it - nine men in ten Say so and two 


thirds of the women. 
The commonest reason for restraint was moral objection, 
mentioned by one person in three. The next most common reason - 


fear of having 2 baby, mentioned by one person in six. 


7, Pre-marital intercourse with other partners is much less 
y 
oe “ . 
ae hat common, especially among women. About half the men had had such 
| ee ie aid 


experience compared with one-quarter of the women. 

Many men, too, said that they had expertencecd intercourse 
before marriage with a wide variety of partners. One in seven of 
them had had pre-marital intercourse with more than four women. 

, In the majority of cases, they said that they were not in l@ve with 
} these women. 


Finally, after marriage, those who had had pre-marital 


experience are apparently neither more nor less happy than those . 
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who have done without it. 


THE MARRIED 

Three-quarters of the married people who filled in the 
questionnaire said they were satisfied, often very satisfied, with 
their married lives. The provortions were identical for both 
men and women, 

Thre majority of the remainder said they were fairly 
satisfied, or satisfied except for some particular circumstances. 
About one in twenty said that they were definitely 

dissatisfied. 
The overall proportion who are satisfied with the physical 
aspects of their marriage is about the same - nearly threequarters - 


but the difference between the sexes is very marked, ‘“% “*~ aut 
a aaa Wom, ant ome eens Ye eae a . ta) afin i AAE Sian 


Bi ghtydtaree per cent of the happily married - both men and 
women - are satisfied after intercourse but only 42 per cent of the 
unhappy. Seventeen per cent. of the unhappy never or seldom feel 
satisfied. Thirteen per cent, though physically sated, feel no 


emotional pleasure. 


People were asked wheat, if anything, would make/for a 
more satisfactory relationship. The improvement most often desire 
was that the wife should be more co-operative and passionate during 
love~making. , 

One woman in five wished that her husband were a better 


lover - women's comments mainly were that they would enjoy more 
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preliminary love-making and endearments. 


But very few people - about one in thirty - say that they 
indulge in no preliminary love-making whatsoever, 

No attempt was made to find the frequency of intercourse 
in this group although all were asked when they had last had 
intercourse. 

Sixty four per cent hac had it within eight days of 
answering the questionnaire. 

Nineteen per cent within a month. 

One couple, married happily for & 25 years, had never 
consummated their marriage, but had an adopted child. 

Intercourse within the week was more common among younger 
people but not confined to them. While no one over 70 claimed it 
so recently, several people over 60 did. 

Mass-Observation also asked this group whether there were 


any occasions on which they felt especially inclined for intercourse, 


Here again a sex difference emgrged. 
Half of the men said there were no special occasions = but 


two thirds of the women said there were. For four women in ten, 


"special occasions" meant @lidays, parties or some form of 


celebration. / 


x. x x 
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Extra-marital intercourse was much less common <- or 


admitted much less often - than pre-marital intercourse. 


But the figures are still high - TWENTY-FIVE SELF~CONFESSED 


Habit. e* 7 


UNFAITHFUL HUSBANDS IN EVERY 100; AND TWENTY UNFAITHFUL WIVES. 
Married men and women who desire extra-marital relations 
but restrain their desire do so because of loyalty and love for 


their spouse. 
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Finally extra-marital intercourse is very likely to be | 
linked with unhappiness in marriage. But whether it is the first 
cause of dissatisfaction or the result of it, it is difficult to 


deduce. 
x st x 
One quarter of the men questioned had, at some point, had 
relations with a prostitute, two thirds of them within the past 
five years. 
Recent experience is particularly frequent among the single - 
although even of the married group, one out of every eight have had 


such relations no more than five years ago. 


x x x 
Of every 100 people - men and women - questioned, twelve 


have had experience of homosegual relations, cither in adolescence 


| or later, wd) = addtra ol Ly a 4 ur ley Resins: nr Be temmsrvenectl loys © 
Between a third and a quarter of all these had had such 


relations within the last five years. 
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Experience of such relations is more frequent as well as 
more recent among the unmarried. One in four of the bingle wen and 
mz women admitted to it, compared with one in six of the married. 

8 this ‘an indication of homosexu 


id inclinations underlying 
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people's desire to disown their past? 
An interesting fact, throwing further light on this 


| problem, is the tendency for married people with homosexual 


backgrounds to be less satisfied with their marriage than people 
who have had no such experience, 
x x x 


One possible sex outlet is in sleep and dreams at night. 


Three out of five questioned say that they have experienced some 
sort of sexual pleasure in dreams - one in three within the vast 
six months. 

Such pleasure seems to recur more frequently for men. 
Three quarters of the men and only half the women have exrertenced 
it. 

Merriage affects men and women differmtly in this respegt. 


For men sex dreams decrease in freqency with marriage, sometimes 


stopping altogether. For women, the figures suggest that marriage 
often starts up the machinery of sexual dreaming. 

x x x 
F Only one in five of the whole group say that they have 


never masturbated - one in five had done 80 during the week 


preceding the answering of the questionnaire; one in five during the 
last six months; one in five within periods @ ranging from seven 


months to twenty years; and the;remainder during special phases 


marriage, adolescence and childhood). 
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of their life (pregnancy, separation from husband er wife, before 
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This is a far more frequent practice for men. One third 
of the women said that they had never masturbated - against only 
one in twenty of the men. “ | 

It is far more frecuent, too, among the single (half 
the men during the last week). 

Mass-Observation also asked the group whether they 
day-dreamed about love-making or other sexuully-exciting situations. 
About half admit to such day-dreams. Out of every 100: 


15 have had one Guring the last week 
8 during the last month 
5 during the last six months 
£5 some time back or during some unspecified period 
Erotic day-dreams are more frequent among men - one in 
four has had one during the last week, compared with one woman in 


seventeen. 


Romantic day-dreeams are most common among unmarried 


women. 


Married women, on the other hand, are inclined to colour their 
day-dreans with a touch of wishful thinking - with loverg more 
passionate than their husband or with their husbands being unusually 
attentive. 
Finelly Mass-Observation asked these people on what sort 

of occasions their last erotic day-dream occurred. 

The biggest group say their dream started while relaxing 
in some way - in bed, in the bath, on holiday or while reading. 


Other frequently mentioned occasions were: at or after 


work; while or after walking, cycling, ig acannon or hal atcaaane: 
ae on | a bus; or efter some orotieaily stimulatin 
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reading a book or seeing a film or dancing. 


x x x 
Are these 450 people very frank men and women at all 
extraordinary in the range of their sexual experience? How do 
they regard themselves? 
They were asked whether they felt themselves to be 
normal or not. And if their own opinion is anything to go by, 
the majority of them are normal. Out of every 100: 


65 said they were normal 

LO said they were under-sexed 

said they were over-sexed ws is, 
said they were abnormal in respect of homogexual 
inclinations . 

said they were emotionally abnormal 

said they were abnormal in respect of masturbation 
habits 

said they were abnormal in res sect of sadistic and 
masochistic inclinations or fetishes 

1 said he was abnormally promiscuous 

ll said they were abnormal in miseellaneous ways 


~© cc oO 


There is little evidence that this group is distinctly 


out of the ordinary or anxious to prove itself eccentii 
particularly virile. 

But Mass-Observation suggests that « much more extensive 
| survey is needed before anything conclusive can be discovered. 
| the thital par a 
Until then, the sex habits of this Panel Group . 


to those - the general public must/ remain a matter for private | 


speculation and conjecture. 


For the present, they can serve as a measure against which 


the individual may match his - or her - own private life. 


LOVE OUTSIDE MARRIAGE 


Mass-Observation hag found in many other surveys on 
widely different subjects that, when people have had personal 
experience, it is this which moulds their opinion. 

When they have no personal experience, they are pre- 
pared to accept the advice and opinion of cthers who Beem likely 
to speak with authority. 

This judgment from a personal point of view - tending 
to emphasise what people do rether than what they ought to de - 
hes clearly infiuenced the results of Mass-Obeervation's inves- 
tigation of public opinion on extra-marital relationships. 
» BA7g - For example, many people,esked ;: “Hew do you feel 
re. (ee : about oxtrasmarital relationships?" , answered: “Well, 1 aid it 

myself so what ean I say?” 
They g@ve qualified approval to ‘such relationships - 
in direct contradiction to the leaders of opinion on the subject. 


To nesrly all these leaders, all forms of pre~ and ( 
extra-meritel relationship are evil and mrriage ie vitally im- 
portant. 

[ Of these questioned ; 


qualified disepprevel ef extra- 
1d. re latii ships 


627 expressed unqualified approval of marriage 
av? enpmeres tt inte of dtyeete | 


views of the leaders. 


i| But it is rather an acceptence of the fact that the 
accepted morality is not always the easiest to carry out. 

A 37 year-old peychiatrist, discussing pre-marital 
intercourse, said that he was opposed to it, “but allowance must 
be made for the few «- say five to ten per cent. of our weaker 


brethren .” 

The man in the street pute the number of "weaker 
brethren” at a very much hicher figure, 

In fact extra-marital relationsips, divorce - and, 
of course, marriage,are three things of which most people have 
had [experin os igs eet) hasn't indulged in them 
| personally, he at least knows somebody whe has. ha oe Sorel | 
| Personal experience of marriage an ye ex- ar 


: Ade) 


tremely common. It is difficult to estimate how many people 


heve had extra-merital intercourse. 


a But these 1939 statistics (most recent available) give 
Ww some indication ; 
war Yn 418 of every 1,000 marriages where the wife was 


as under 20, she wes also pregnant. 
ret . Tllegitimate children (or those conceived out of wed- 
LALA: : 


lock) numbered 30 per cent. of all first births. 
And Mase-Observeation has found thet of its special 
Panel Group, 59 men and women in every 100 had had some form of 
pre- or extra-marital intercourse. — ng hot 


: 


we 


more - has had intercourse either before or cuteide marriage. — 
As marriage iteeif, Teper cent of the popu- 


lation over the age of 18 is married. 
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And divoree figures reveal 


' 


every year about 
one marriage breaks up for every n that take place. 

For its street interviews, Mass-Observation found — 
it wae impossible to dist: between the various forms 
of extra-rarital relationship. 
But where approval was , most of it was 
for people who live together without benefit of cleray of of 
between unmarried people 


before Mass-Observation was the story of « girl who was se- © | 
time so I didn’t have a baby,” 
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Tafe Case While only 9 per cent say that extra-marital 
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per, oe more - 2% per cent - who believe that it is right under certain 
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Among young men, the case of a 20 year-old 
(. Ul" Londoner who admitted to intercourse with ten aifferent girls 
<—( (ineluding a prostitute) is arse sympamtively trpieal, 
Gantob'. He is now engaged and he says of his fiancee:- 
"After I had been going with her for two months, . 
I tried to go all the way, but it wouldn't work. She wants 
a white wedding marriage in a church and te be a t 
agree with her and don't try any more. When I first tried 
ané she refused 1 thought she wes the right girl." 
Yet this man still admits, without 
eonscience thet he has had a casual affair with a dance-hall 
*pick-up’ since he became engaged, 


relationship is 


it without qualifieation, there are many 


it themselves. 
it," said a 36 
"Just because I do it, I don't 


%. gaid a 22 
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particular tolerance. The view of many is expressed by « 


Mass-Obdservetion: "T think engaged couples should certainly 


i marital relationships are moh affected by religious beliefs. 
Thus with the highest disapproval of all (74 . 
aii 


. marital intercourse are single men of whom 16 per cent give 


«a B « 


A Yorkshirewen, aged 28, said, "I dent really 
hold with that but you're only human. 1*m no angel myself.” 
People who live together are eften regarded with 


St. Albanese housewife, aged 57:~- | 
"Sometimes they are mach happier than if they | 


were married." 
Ana not a few people approve of sexual freedom 
for engaged couples’. A 33 year-old Oxford housewife told 


Sleep together before they are married so that they can find 
out whether they really like each cther.” 
Opiniones on the evile or otherwice ef extre- 


per cent) are those whe go to church every week. 
those who never go to church, only 46 per cent express come 
plete diseppreval. 
The group with the highest approval for extra- 
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thinks more in terms of mothers-in-law and minding the baby. 
Thus, a schoolmaster says :+- 

"I regard the sandity of marriage ané the 
marriages vows ag the basis of family happiness ané a funde- 
mental in the structure of human society." 
Ana a Viear says :~- 

"The scriptural divine standards of marriage 
ere ignored at our peril. Whoremengers and adulterers God 
will judge." 


But a labourer's wife, aged 46 says :~ 
"Tf I*d known whet it wes going to be like, I. 
wuldn’t have married.” 

Ang a 5i 

"It's all right with the 
If net, it*e retten.* 

Only a very fow people - abou’ three per cent - 
fegearé it eas semething not for then. But they are rare - 
just as are those who are. enthusiastic about it. 
is slightly more 
i Ab ates 
ence in attitudes between these who heve had a /sex 
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express complete 
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man and women.’ The figet marriage was no geod - the 
secon’ is "wenéerful’. 
Although among the leaders of opinion, there are 
many who digseppreve of diverse in principle, there is a 
general feeling that 16 is often a regrettable necessity. 
And on this subject there is no great difference 
of opinion between the leaders and the man-in-the-street. 
Among both groups, too, there is a feeling - often 
dixectiy expressed but sometimes implied ~ that the real 
reason for diverce should nct be so specifically seme!) 
infidelity as a general inability te get on. 
Wearly two persons in every five sey that divoree 
ig right if the partners digagree ané a further 14 per cent 
give qualified approval to the idea of divorcee. 
Seven per cent approve of divorcee in general 
terms, Twenty-seven per cent disapprove entirely. 
Only one per cent of the general public - but a 
much hicher proportion of the leaders of opinion,-refer to 
the plight of the children of a divorced couple. | 
Those who favour divorce as the result of Gis- 
agreement - and many want an extension of the grounds on 
which it can be obtained - express themselves like this :- 
"Tf o married couple can't get on, the best +t 
te do is te separate.” 
—_— a man and women ia been married for a 


But there are people who don’t seem to think 
the present divoree laws are strict enough, despite their 
emphasis on adultery. A young Exeter wife says :- 
“Where it cen be proved thet a husband is cruel 
to a wife it’s all right - but not just for these finicky 
reasons you get nowadays. Té should only be in ceases where 
the husband beats the wife and all that sort of thing.” 
OChers are against divorce on the crounds that 
guch disagreements that do eccur can be made up. 
"It's best to close an eye and make it up", 
comments a Bethnal Green woman. 
Ané gome argue that there should be, not divores 
courte but remaciiiation courts where marrieges can be 
: petehed up. 


Only a few comment on the sanctity of the 
marriage vows end hardly anybody - except clergymen ~ make 
the point thet there might be a difference between marriage 
in church end in a registrar's office. a 
The argument is that divoree should be imposs- A 
ible for those who tock solemn vows in church, possible for 
es Once again the difference in attituies is 
clearly marked between regular chureh-goers and these who 
Never g0- 
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MASS-OBSERVATION, 


7 Kensington Church Court, 


London, ‘W.&. Le if 
Cores 


WEStern 7060. 26th Mey 1949. 


Deer Nv, a 


I em sending herewith copies of further axmtietes— 


ofcourse or sex-enc- Sundey Pictorial re-writes. All that 
is now left to come is theilr-re-write of the Prostitution 
erticle. As with the others I heve.sent you I have marked 
on these copies places where we ourselves havexsomething to 
emend; end egein some emendments ere due to siight.errors 


in our originel draft. eK Sine, eee 
mn, 


I em elso sending, for your epprovel, o draft of 


e letter we suggest sending to members of our National 
Panel and others who have enquired about this survey. 


You 


will note that the emphasis in this is on your assessment 
of the book rether then of the Sund Pictorial articles. 
Incidentelly, on the list given in this letter no qualifi- 
cetions ere mentioned ~ I would be grateful if you could 
let me know how you wish to describe yourself. Would it 
be possible for you to give me your approval of this draft 
letter (not necesssrily of the articles end the Sundsey Pic- 


torial re-writes) by Tuesdey next as we ere anxious to 


send these notes out with our Mess-Observation Bulletins 


during the course of next week? 


Yours sincerely, 


£UJ 


7 Acting Director. 


tei, 


MASS-OBSERVATION, 
T Kensington Church Court, 
London, We 8, 


June 1949. 
Desr Panel Member, | 
‘ Many Penel members heve expressed interest in the 


use to which wé ere putting the materiel collected during 
our eurvey ‘on sex habits end attitudes, and doubtless many 


more are eauelly interested. 


We are now eble to reveel the fect that the work 
Which the Penel has undertseken is pert of e very much larger 
survey on which Mess-Observetion has been engeged since last 
December covering sex ottitudes end, to oe lesser extent, sex 
habits of the people in this country. This survey, the field 
work of which we heave completed, ts not in any wey intended 
to be another ‘Kinsey’, but rether simply a ‘plotting survey 
to indicate something of the pettern of eptnten and behaviour 
on 9 subject about which elmost nothing is known outside the 
epectalised fields of abe clinic or sdvisory buresu.. 


This survey is ‘hnteneed for full publicetion by 
Mesara. Allen & Unwin and to énsure thet our thformstion on: 
this subject is as accurate and reliable os possible the re- 
sults pre being assessed by the following bodys - 


Dey . Clifvord. Alicns 
Mrs Cyril Bibby, M.A WW Sc, PL. 3 
Mrs. Eve M. Hubbseck, 
Mrs. Merjorie Hume. 
Rev. David R. Mace. 


Before book publication: tekes: Place, however, @ cer- 
teid amount of information will become evelleble. Six erti- 


cles. have been prepared by us for the Sunday Pigtorial and 
will oppeer in issues from the beginning Of Judy onwards. | 
Addttionelly, the next. Bulletin thet you will # ceive dis- 


= the findings of the survey on the eid seet of sex edu- 
cea On. 
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Yours sipoerely, 


- Me $S~OBSER VATION, 


RPAMILY PLANNING 


One of the ‘facts of life’ on which the adult popu- 
lation is still not completely informed is the subject of 


x birth-control... more generally known today as Femily 
Planning. 


Before asking pe ople their attitude towards this sub- 
ject, Mass-Observation tried to find out how many knew what 


it was. 


The majority understood the phrase. Probably three- 
quarters of the population - vossible more - knows what birth- 
control is. 

But there were someStrange misunderstandings. Not a 
few people thought that birth-control meant analgesia in 
child-birth. Occasionally it was taken to mean abortion. 

And sometimes, it was believed to be some kind of government 
regulation - analagous to fuel control and so on. 


"Tt's a lot to do with love, isn't it?" said a man of 


50. _"I've never had it. T was away when my wife had the 
children." 

| "Tt's a good idea, these new ideas of how to fetch 
children into the world without pain" said a man of 24. 

The majority of those who know what birth control is 
are in favour of it. About two in three approve of it. 
One in eight is entirely opposed to it. One in six is un- 
decided yee mixed feelings. 
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Those with mixed feelings see it asa tw edged 
weapon, potentially dangerous in the hands of the wrong 
people. 

"It's only justified in certain cases" said a man 
of 64. "It's a medical matter and shouldn't be free to all. 
It's done a great deal of harm to many youngsters.” 

Among men and women who know of birth control, there 
is no serious difference of opinion as to its desirability. 

The married have more decided views on it than the 
Single. And so have the people in the 25 to 44 age group. 

There are very marked differences of opinion between 
the social classes and the different education levels. The 
more educated people are, the more they believe in birth- 


control. 


There are even wider divergences of opinion between 
the social classes. The’ midale-classed) approve most - but 
occasionally even this scan Soune wien it as a good thing 
for other people: 

"It helps to modify the large family" said a young 
women “especially for the poorer classes who have to be given 
state aid when they have too many children." 

There is less approval of birth-control among regular 
Church-goers than among those who never go to Church. But 
it is approved by :- 

66 per cent. of those brought up in the Church of 


England — 
63 per cent of those brought up as Non Conformists 


42 per cent of those brought up as Roman Catholics 


About half of the Roman Catholics who had been to 


Church within a week said they avproved of birth-control and 


SO repudiated their Church's very definite teaching oga ines 
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Here is the answer of one practising Catholic woman: 

ur think it's a worse sin to bring children up in 
want than to prevent them." 

Just over a quarter of those who approve of birth- 
control give no reason for their attitude. They simply say 
it is a good thing and leave it at that. 

An even higher proportion - over a third - stress 
the need for family planning for financial and allied reasons. 
This point of view is particularly common among women, nearly 
half of whom mention financial reasons. 

It is clear from the comments that many of these 


people do not accept the idea of birth-control very willingly. 


To many of them it is an unpleasant necessity. 
"Babies are all right if you can keep them. But 
it's no use having them if you can't," said a woman of 42, 
The next most common argument for birth-control is 
that the small, carefully spaced family is in all ways the most 


desirable. 


Many of those who mention financial objections would 
really like to have several children. But this group, com- 


prising about a quarter of those who approve, has more of the 


"quelity before quantity' approache 


Neither of these groups - and in fact, very few 
x people - look upon birth control as a means to having no 


children at all. All. say that they desire families, but of 


different sizés. 
And it is noticeable that men tend to mention the 


need for limiting families after a certain number. Women 


are more interested in spacing them out. 
Other reasons for favouring birth-control are mene 


tioned much less often. The commonest are :- 


For the sake of the mother 5 
For those without homes 5o : 
Because Britain is over-populated Ac 


Because of war 1° 


Scruples about Britain's population are peculiar to 


men. Wé6men do not re anything other than personal and 
practical considerations. 

People may say "for the sake of the mother' for 
either of two reasons ;:- 

1. Health 2. More freedom from domestic ties. 

Many of those who mentioned housing difficulties said 
spontaneously that this was the reason why they had no child- 


ren themselves. 
"You must have birth-control” said a man of 29. "My 
wife and I would very much like to have a family. But we 


havn't got a house. And you can't have a family in someone 


else's home." 


And one middle-aged Roman Catholic who said "I've 


buried five but I don't believe in birth-control". admitted: 


"People just getting married won't have children 


because there's a lot of these landladies who won't take 


couples in because they have children.” 


The only other major reason is summarised by a 
London housewife "T had three boys. At 18 they went into 
the Army. IT wouldn't have had any if I'd known." 


x Those who disapprove of birth-control are even less 


inclined to explain their reasons than those who do approve. 


Almost half of them say it is wrong and leave it at thate 


But of the reasons given, the tw most common are 


that birth-control is unnatural and that it is morally wrong. 


People argue that birth control is unnatural (a) 
because it is against nature; (b) because its use will do 
harm to the transgressor. 

The first attitude is more or less that of the 69 
year-0Old man who said ; 

"what do they want to get married for? They just 
want to have a good time. T wouldn't like to be on that game. 
If children come, let them come." 

This attitude is extended to the belief that con- 
traceptives do bodily harm, and possibly cause infertility. 

Tt is also felt that, in the end, women will suffer 
physically if they have no children at all. 


Those who Look on birth-control as @ sin are almost 


entirely Romen Catholics. Many of them emphasise that this 


is the official point of view. 
Closely connected with this group are those who con- 
demn birth-control on the grounds that only the wicked and 
the irresponsible would think of using it. 
"It's for human lust. I can see no other reason 
for it,” said a chemist's assistant, a man of 30. 


"It's all right for a lazy woman," said an elderly 


"T think a woman is very cheap if she allows that", 
said a man of 56. . 

Another, smaller group, rejects birth-control on the 
entirely practical grounds that it is ineffective. As an 
ex-Soldier said : "It lets you down anyway." 

But the opposition to birth control is not entirely 
negative. There are many who feel that children are such a 
blessing that one should not want to prevent them. 

Sometimes, it seems, the objection is to the idea of 
no children at all - which:few people went anyway. And some 
times they simply feel that a large family is a pleasing thing 
and a blessing to the parents. 

A man from Chester sums it up : 


"Marriage without children is like a garden without 


flowers." 


Out look... 
ARE OUR MORAIS ON THE DECL IVE? 


—_ or - 
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he What ¥y “ey _ about the moral standards of 
Britain today? Cen (erred - 
From Mass-Observation's national survey, it is appar- 
ent that the general view is that they are on the decline. 
Tt is not easy to judge whether this view is right. 


The tremendous increase in the divorce rate may not 
represent inereased unhappiness in marriage. Perhaps it 
merely shows how much easier it is to get a divorce nowadays. 

On the other hend, the statistics for illegitimate 
births are of little value on their om. ‘hey would have to 
be related to a close study of the practice of birth control 
before an accurate picture of sexual laxity could be obtained. 

But, nevertheless, the opinion of 44 per cent. of 
those questioned in this very intimate survey of Britdin's 
morels is that such laxity is on the increase. 

Only 17 per cent. believe that morals are improving. 
Twenty-nine per cent. believe that they are much the same as 


they have always been. 

The biggest difference of opinion is between the 
young and the old. | 

The young ere optimistic - the old pessimistic. 

Among the over forty-fives, two people believe that 
moralg are growing worse for every one who thinks they are 
the same; and two think that they are the same for every one 
who thinks they are hetter. 


The more optimistic point of view is held by the 
middle-class ~- and by the highly educated - who in the main 
) mi & Oe are the most "broad-minded' section of the community on 
Le __/qostions of sexual morality. 
k ) Tt is generally agreed that outwardly people are freer 
< But does this mean that moral 


and franker in sex matters. 
standards have changed? 
Among those who believe that they are the same, the 


majority say that the only difference now is that what was 
once concealed is now openly discussed. 

"People are more breed-minded now and I think it is a 
good thing" said a young Worcester man. “It's no worse than 
it used to be - when everything was hidden," 

"It used to be more on the furtive side," commented a | 


middle-aged woman farmer, ass fo ae 

Those who say that standards are getting better attri- 

bute it to increasing sex knowledge and freedom of behaviour. 
To them, these things are either the causes or the results 


of improvement. ae | 

This Opinion is more common among wo men than among men, 
perhaps because recent freedom ani knowledge have been more 
to women's Wenefit. — : 

‘Te is interesting that women have a rather more opti- 
mistic view of morals than men - because they tend te hold 
less radical opinions on such problems as extra-marital 
relations and divorce. 


For example, a woman of 53 said: "I think this 
generation is better. I mean we were all brought up like 
Victorians." | 

And a woman of 51 said : “Young people are getting 
more enlightened - not so narrow as when we were youngsters.” 
The other major group among the optimists says that 
standards have improved since the war. They think that a 
war-time moral slackness is now disappearing. Such people 


say :- 
"The war is over and we're getting séttled dow now." 
Or t- 
"Morals are better now the war's over. There was 
a lot of talk about what went on then. A‘ girl in tow had 
a little half-caste and there wage a lot of black babies in 
Manchester. But you couldn't call that normal. Now things 
have settled dom. I think we're all right at heart." 
The reason most often given for believing that stand- 
ards are declining is “what you read in the papers." ‘This 
is particularly true of women. One quarter of them ment ion 
newspaper reports. — eee 
Tue e mexried women of 46 vesarks : "In the papers - 
all these attacks! You're almost afraid to go out.” 
And there are people who contend thet such newspaper — 
reports are helping te cause the decline in morals, Hot un- 
typical of such people wis the 39 year-old woman who said :- 
"You can't pick up a paper without something in it 
about sex. My little girl mkes me blush, she asks so many 


que stions." 

This women is separated from her husband and living 
with a man. who is separated from his wife. 

Those who say that moral standards are on the decline 
do not base their opinions entirely on hearsay. Many 
describe what they have actually seen themselves. : 

These descrippions are usually, though not always, 
eriticisme of the behaviour of the younger generation and, 
at the same time, of modern parents for their lack of dis- 
cipline. | 

"Things are worse. I can see it going on with the 
young people in pubs, night after night." said a middle-aged 
clerk. “Young girle wait outside until all hours and then 
make off with men up the dark streets It's because the 
parents have lost control over their children." he 

"Adults' sexual behaviour is all right" said a young 
labourer. "But the juveniles’ is a bit seandalous. Young 
girls going for walks in these dark parts and in the woods. 
I*ve seen them. And I've heard them sereaming out as [ 
passed by. If they go walking in the dark with these lads, 
they know what to expect - and they get it." 

Closely connected with the belief in the laxity of 
youth is belief in the laxity of women - particularly young 
women. As one 014 Scotsman said sadly: 


Here are two of them, 


"Years ago you 
could tell a respectable lassie by the way she dressed. 
How you ean't tell at all. They all dress alike. They 


paint and powder the same." 
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In direct opposition to those who think sexual 
standards are improving, the pessimists blame increased 
sex knowledge and freedom for what they believe to be a 
moral decline. 

"Today things we were brought up to think sacred are 
handled very very loosely,” comphined a middle-aged house- 
wife. 

Mass-Obeervation backed up their investigation into 
people's opinions about moral standards by watching what 
went on in two fairly typical British tows. 

One was @ smell cathedral city, with a mixed popu- 
lation, which they call Churchtow. The other was an in- 
dustrial seaport, predominaitly working-class in character, 
They call this Steeltown. et a ee 

In Steeltown the convictions for drunkenness are at 
least ten tims as many es in Churchtowm. 


But convictions | 
for prostitution and brothel keeping are almost dow te nil 


in each case. | 
In Steeltown in 1946, there were just over three times 
ag many cases of V.D. as in Churchtown. 
Th 1946 the illegitimte birth-rate for Steeltowm ws 
twice that of Churchtown. 2 | 
But if the figures are considered in relation to the 
size of the towns, the picture is one of two areas which are, 
on the face of it, not too dissimiler. . 
The key phrase is ‘on the face of it'. In one 


importent respect, the two towns are very different. 
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In Churchtowm, the pattern of open sexual behaviour 
is restrained and conventional ~- and unsophisticated. 


Ya Steeltowm, public behaviour in pubs, dance halls 


and parks is much more openly provocative and mch less res- 
trained. | 

In Ghurchtown, prostitution resolves mainly into the 
amateur and occasional pick-up. In ordinary relations between 
the sexes, behaviour "in a town where everybody knows eveTy- 
body else" is inclined to be formal. : 

fhis is the feeling, for example, which lies behind 
the remark made by the secretary of the Local Marriage Guidance — 


Council. He seid that, among young middle-class people, "it 
ie not considered the correct thing for a boy to take out a 
girl as a regular practice until he is about 18." 

Tt is also the feeling of the young working man who 
said ;: "There's a lot would like to pick up a girl at dances 
but these girls just won't be picked up." 

And of the young woman who refused to walk arm-in-arm 
with a Mess-Observetion investigator, because, she said, "it's 
not like london here, you know. [% would be back to my mother 
tomorrow. if a boy and girl are walking arm in arm here, they 
say they're courting." 

Restraints of this kind run consistently through every | 
kind of public behaviour. Dancing is stilted and formal. 

- Girls usually go home from dances with otler girls, rather than 
with young men. 


Young people from the midile-classes rarely go into 
pubs - they prefer a bus ride out to a roadi-house. The 
average working~class girl rerely goes walking "by the 
meadows.” 

How different is Steeltown! 

Certain parts of the town and certain pubs are weli- 
established as pick-up centres. 

“Saturally, being a seaport we get a number of girls 
who frequent tho docks" said a police inspector. “They are 
professional prostitutes. But I don't think thet affects 
the moral standards of the twwn as apart from the seaport.” 

Dancing is lese restrained - peOple hold each other 
more closely ané ‘sitters-out' frequently sit on each other's 
laps or embrace in dark corners. 

At night the streets are noisbr end more crowied than 
in Churchtowmm. Couples can be seen embracing in shop door- 
ways or in the streets. 

The whole atmosphere is different. The park railings 
have now been put back but before, according to the park 
keeper, couples turned out at the official closing time "only 
waited till your back was turned to go back and sonetines 
to stay all night." | | 

Social workers blame bad living conditions for the 
heavy drinking, high V.D. rate and lack of moral restraint 
in Steeltown({x} Sium clearance, they think, is the only 


But one thing is clear. In Churchtown, fear of social 
censure is an inhibiting and controlling factor in sex be- 
haviour 

In Steeltom, a mixed population, drawn from various 
parts of the country, has not developed any clearly estab- 
lished standards of behaviour of its own. 

Different sorts of life and different local conditions 


have produced types of behaviour. Their relation to mor- 


ality and immorality remains obscure. 
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MASS-OBSERVATION LTD~ 


7 KENSINGTON CHURCH COURT LONDON W8 WESTERN 7060 


28th May 1951. 


Cyril Bibby Esq., 
14 The Avenue, 
Barnet, 

Herts. 


Dear Mr. Bibby, 


Do you by any chance know anything 
about a French publishing house 
called Editions de la Paix? They 
have written to us asking if we can 
contribute the results of our survey 
to a series that they are producing 
all on the same subject. 


I am slightly hesitant about 
this until I know more about then. 
And I wondered whether possibly you 
have come across them at all ? 


y 


« 


Yours sincerely, 


IT 


Directors J Brumwell L England A Everett Jones C Hale LHarris T Harrisson 
M Lyster R Martin M Tarrant 


Gyril Bibby, Esq., 
69 Manor Road, 
Barnet, 

Herts. 


Dear Mr. Bibby, 


I am returning herewith you 
copies of the Sunday Pic rial 
cles. 

points raised over the telephone. 


As fer as we can see you have 
all six copies of the original long 
articles, and we therefore look for- 
ward to hearing from you as to whether 
you would like us to do the articles 
for the International Journal or | 
whether you would prefer to fix them 
yourself. 


I was very Pleased to hear you 

sae say wer well you thought the 
¢ Pictorial hed treated the 
—- We: -ourselves were very 


sisaeed with the general tone end 
were delighted to know that the 


Assessors agree with us. 


Yours sincerely, 


Piao 
‘° rst 
peas baal 


24th August 1949. 
Cyril Bibby, Esq.,: 

69 Manor Road, 
Barnet, | 


Herts. 


Dear Mr, Bibby, 


i am enclosing herewith a copy of the outline of 
our book on sex which has been promised to you for some 


timee We shall be very grateful for any comments you have 
to make on it. 


Mr. England is away on holiday at the present 
time and asked me to apologise to you for the fact that he 


was uneble to send this synopsis to you personally before 
he left. 


Yours sincerely, 


Secretary. 
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The following is eteere an interview which took 
Plece during the ‘attitude’ questionnaire with a 20 year 
old man in e London suburb. The men wes rather more 
telkative than usual, but this answer ia indicative of 
many Others of the same type already in our filess 


"I have got a girl friend that I met at a 
Dance Hall. i saw her nearly every night for 
the first two months. Then I went away for six 
months. I have been seeing her every night 
since I came back nearly three months ago. We 
go to the pictures, or dances, or cafes, or we 
stey in her house. ie have not got e formal en- 
gagement. We were going to be married right 


sway, but I chenged my mind and we are going to 
wait until we have a bit more money. 


"The first time I took her out I only kiss- 


ed her good night. To tell you the truth I didn't 
like her the first time. { wouldn t have gone 


? 
with her, but my mate wanted to walk home with 


the couple of them. +t -went—eieug—to_teke_the— 
I hardly spoke to her, and when I 
kissed her I ronly put my arms round her for a 
minute. When I said good night she gave me her 
address, so the next night 1 went round and took 
her to the Palais. 3 


"I haven't been all the way With her. i kiss 
her good night and I kiss her some times in the 
Pictures. S6ut that is all. After I had been 
going with her for two months I , ried to go all 
the way with her, but it wouldn' t work. She wants 
a white wedding and marriage in- -Churgh and to be e 
virgin. I with her, so i don t try any more. 
When I first ,ed end she refused I-thought she 
was the right girl. If she hed gone with me I 
don't think I would have gone out long with her be- 
cause she would have been just another _— 


"I heve hed sexual intercourse wbeuteten 


‘with about ten different girls 


Ze 


3" 


"I have hed sexual intercourse about ten 
times, with about ten different girls. Hever 
the same girl twice. If you get a girl like 
that on just a pick up you don’t know who she 
goes with. Sometimes it is the first time, some- 
ppm you go out two or three times. The first 

Zodid it i head only known her four hours. 

She was 


t a pick up at the Paleis. iI had just 
turned 16, she wes 19- 


"I have been with a prostitute, but only once. 
I think going with a prostitute is about the best 
way if a girl is clean, They know more sbout it. 
The trouble is yau don ‘t elweys know if they are 
clean. 


"I've hed sexual intercourse with only one 
girl since I decided to marry the girl i am now 
going with. She was just e pick up at the Palais.” 


The following quotes come from two areas - a Page 
town and a northern town, selected at random from 
material obtained in the course of the first stakdnee’ 
questionnaire. They give some indication of-the type- 
of material that is being collected: 


a) Birth Contre. 


"Birth control is mainly for promiscuous coup 
les, and is used a lot for limiting families.“ 
(Berber. ) : 


"Money. That’ s the purpose of birth control. 
On a wee ~— you can t afford anything but a 
wee fami Docker. ) 


“women have the idea that they don’t went to 
suffer to bring kiddies into the yorld, toTeterve 
them or half starve them. I don ,& approve of it. 
I think birth's got t© be. That's why we were put 
into the world. I think its a dirty thing.” 

(Old Age Pensioner. ) 


c) 


d) 


“From what I've seen of youth to-day you 
need not go to ea prostitute, as things are , Just 


' 


it's en 
What-do 
(Sheet 


now. The prostitutes. ere pretty bed 
effliction. To me it’s like saying, 
you think about people who have T.B. .” 
metal worker. ) | 


"Sex eduestion is wrong. 2 had to find out 


by going with women. And that's the oniy way to 
find out. (Miner. ) 


“Sex is alright es faraes the man is con- 


cerned, for they cen have their way end we have 
to put up with it to heave children,” (Witte of 


clericsl worker.) 


"Life is impossibl e without sex. When all 
is ,Baid and done that's why people get married. 
It's only naturel for-a human ,veing like it is 
for the birds and the beasts." (Unemployed man.) 


a? 


1lZth January 1949. 


Cyril Bibby, Esq., 
69 Manor Road, 
Bernét, 

Herts. 


Dear Mr. Bibby, 


Dr. Hace has, I believe, written to you during 
the last few daye stating that Mass-Observation is at the 
moment underteking a survey of sex in this country. 


I would very much like to talk to you about this 
survey in the hope that you may be able to give us essis- 
tance in carrying it cut, and wonder whether arrangements. 
could be msd¢ for me to sse you some time, If I mey I will 
give you a ring at the beginning of next week to see whether 
an appolntment can be made. 


Dr. Mace has, no doubt, mentioned to you the need 
for a confidential approach to this matter at this stage, 
but I hope you will forgive me if i re-emphasise it. As 
you will, of course, appreciate there is a particular need 
for this in view of the background to this survey. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 
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2ist Oetober 1949 


Deer Mr. Bibby, 


I am so sorry that this srticle has been so long 
delayed and then errives in rather a messy state. There 
has been a greet preasure of office work, and also one 
of ovr office sateff dies very suddenly last weeke 

I hope that the article, now that it has arrived, 
is along the lines you anticipated, but do please let 
us know of any alterations that you think advisable. 


Youre sincerely, 


19th January 1950 


Cyril Bibby Esq., 
69 Manor Way, 
Chipping Barnet, 
Herte . 


Dear Mr. Bibby, 

Many thanks for forwarding my copy of the 
International Journal of Sexology. 

I see that contributors are entit&ed to 25 
reprints if ordered at the time. Is there any chance 
of me having a further couple of copies in lieu ? 

Believe it or not, the sex survey is in the last 
stages of revision for publication - I am sorry 
that you have heard nothing about it, but we have 
been desperately busy on other things. 


Yours sincerely, 


ee Ti ie a es te ee 
RS oe DEE: 


MASS-OBSERVATION LTD. 


Directors : 

A. APPELBE Central Office : 
‘J. R. M. BRUMWELL 7 KENSINGTON CHURCH COURT, W.8 
L. Rt ENGLAND WeEStern 7060 
T. 'HARRISSON 

A, EVERETT JONES 

M. St. G. LYSTER ne P Panel and Library : 
MOLLIE TARRANT gee P.B.6, LETCHWORTH, HERTS. 


19th January 1950 


Cyril Bibby Esq., 
69 Manor Way, 
Chipping Barnet, 
Herts. 
Dear Mr. Bibby, 
Many thanks for forwarding my copy of the 
International Journal of Sexology. 


I see that contributors are entit#ed to 25 


reprints if ordered at the time. Is there any chance 


an Ae ow 
of me having a further couple of copies in lieu ? ~ fer Ae 7, 


Believe it or not, the sex survey is in the last 
stages of revision for publication - I am sorry 
that you have heard nothing about it, but we have 
been desperately busy on other things. 


Yours sincerely, 
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20th January 1951 


‘ 


Deak Ir. Bibby, 

| Please use any information from 
our files that you like. Only can we 
have a hyphen in the "M.0." { 


 bave had on my desk for nearly 
a month a draft letter to you and the 
other assessors about the sex book. I 
hope to despatch it next week. 


Yours sincerely, 


Dear Sit, Eo (Co 


i om jolla. for publiettion by the Internationa] Jew 
Bauestion Fellowship, a book to be entitie? * Heslth Mucstion: 
a guide to principles an? praetice” and wish to quote, rith ¥ 
fue scknowleigement, — eval = on the attached slip, 
4erivei from your pubiter | Bot Teo 


L should be grateful if you would iet me mow if you nave 
any objection to my foing this. 


i am, 


Yours faithfully, 


as (yt Git 
os (Oyril Bibby) 
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Feelings about doctor as local authority official (rather than as private 
practitioner) (1942). 


Total Males Females 
Percentage Would be better . ‘ 28 34 oF a 
Percentage Would be worse . 28 27 28 soir 


Percentage Other . : 44 37 50 
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24th January 1949. 


Cyril Bibby, Bsq., 


69 Menor Road, 


Barnet, 
Herts. 


Dear Mr. Bibby, 


This is just a rather belated note to thank you 
veryem@uch for your interest and co-operation in our survey. 
I look forward to seeing a copy of your questionnaire, and, 
incidentally, i would very much like to come and see you in 
Chelsea One day. 3 


It has been suggested thet the best date for our 
first communal meeting would be Thursdey, 3rd March, with, 
es alternative detes, 2nd or ist Merch. iI wonder if you 
would let me know some time soon whether these dates woukd 
be suitable to you, as you will eppreciate that it is neces- 
gary to plan some way ahead for such a meeting. 


I am enclosing a copy of our final questionnaire in 
case it may be of interest to you. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


Cyril Bibby, Esq-, 
69 Menor Road, 
Barnet, 
Herts. 


Dear Mr. Bibby, 


This is just to confirm thet the finsl 
errengements for our first meeting to take 
mt at 6.30 pem. on 3rd Merch heve now 
been made. 


I ecennot tell you yet vhere the meet- 
ing will teke place, but will let you 
know during the course of this week, when 
et the same time I hope to be able to 
send you a rough outline of the idea of 
the survey as it is now conceived. 
fore the meeting, too, we should 
to heve the first results of the o 
néire. 


’ Meny thanks, by the way, or By books 
you produced ~- they heve been very inter 

esting. I am also very 
tip to use the bibliography a 
your book. This has been very helpful. 


Yours sin 


mescternie. LOE tO I ELITE OI ee om 


16th Februery 1949, 


Gyril Bibby, Esq., 


69 Menor Roed, 
Barnet, 


Herts. 


Dear Mr. Bibby, 


May i edd my written apologies to my verbal ones 
over the misunderstanding sbout the dete of our first meet~ 
ing? in actuel prectice | think it would have been the 
case that neither of the other deys would have fitted every- 
body, but this does not olter the fect that it was confus- 
ion inside our own office thet hes caused the trouble. 


Nevertheless, i very much look forward to meeting 
you on 2nd Merch and discussing the points that will be 
raised eat the meeting on the following evening. i think 
i gan also assy feirly confidently that the discussion as at 
present suggested for the auasiee on 3rd Merch will not 
reise any pointe thet have uot alreedy been discussed with 
yous I think it will be basically coneermed with details 
qf aver nigation, with the one probable exception of a 

habit ¥ enestiouseire, deteilse of which I will bring with 
me when I meet you for lunch» 


Once agein I apologise for the sonfusion. 
Yours sinoérely, 


28th February 1949. 


Cyril Bibby, Esq., 
69 Menor Road, — 
Barnet, 
Herts. 


Mr. England hes asked me to send 
you the enclosed questionnaire which 
he mentioned in his letter to you of 
24th Pebruary.- | 


a 


He also asks me to point out thet 
this questionnaire is meant merely to 
give you a general idea of the type of 
Question we wish to ask - it is by no 
means final as to order of questions, 
phraseology, etc. 


Yours sincerely, 


Secretery. 


Cyril Bibby, &sq., 


- 69 Manor Road, 


Barnet, 
Herts. 


Deer Mr. Bibby, 


I am enclosing herewith eae general 
note on the survey end some of the firat 


results. 


I will be letting you have by Tues- 
dey the questions we ere thinking of in~ 
cluding in the habit questionnaire, er 
perhaps we could discuss them when i mee 
you on Wednesday - 


Yours sincerely, 


Aeting Director. 


Proer- VP ox 
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9th March 1949. 


Cyril Bibby, Esq., 
69. Yanor Road ‘ 
Barnet, 

Herts. 


We head a very successful meeting of the Assessors 
lest week end 1 thought you would like to know very briefly 


whet was discussed - though much of it was what I had al- 
ready told you. 


One. potnt of some importence was the fact that the 
Assessors felt that they ought to know something at first 
hend about the techniques end methods of Mass-Observation so 
thet they could speek with more esuthority on the results of 
the survey. It has therefore been arrenged that Dr. Mace 


should joine one of our investigators for e period to see for 
himself how the interviewing works. 


Discussion was particularly centred upon possible 
methods of approach to the penetrative work in certain areas, 
es it is suggested thet Mess-Observation should take a few 
specific communities, observe as far as possible what outlets 
for sexual activities there sre, interview clergymen, pro- 
bation officers etc. about general standards Of morality, 
find out as meny statistics as possible about the area, and 
do interviews on the conventions of courtship. 


Generally there was a good deal of comment about 
the loose use of some phreses & the questionnaire, but it 
was pointed out that it is very difficult in the course of 
a questionneire to use any phrase which has almost universal 
epplication. The need for producing as many categories as 
possible in the analysis was perticularly emphasised so that 
the exact Qualifications of approval or disapproval of pros- 
titution, divoree, ete. could be made plain. 


4 (x. ox Je_A 
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It is hoped to have another meeting some time in 
the middle of April, and this time I will , most definitely 
fix a dete that will be convenient to yous 


e 


a i thenk you once again for ea very delightful 
lunch. I enjoyed myself immensely. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 
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14th April, 1950, 


Cyril Bibby, Eeq., 
69, Menor Road, 
Barnet, 

Herts. 


Deer Mr. Bibby, 


Tis is just a short note to let 
you know that the promised book on the results 
of our sex survey is by no means dormant. It has 
proved far more difficult than we thought to turn 
the artidlies inte the book oi value thst we hope 
to produce, and in fact some three entire drafts 
have been prepared and thrown overboard. 


We are now in the final stegés, 
however, and I hope very shortly to be able to 
let you see it. I am just writing this letter 
to you to tell you that our intentions are by no 
means changed and that we are in no way content 
to let the importent findings we have produced 
appear simply in the Sundey Pictorial. 


For your information, as well as 
the articles in the International Journal of 
omg 5 & long erticle hes also appeered in 
the Public Opinion Querterly of Americe. I can 
— you a copy of this if you would like to see 


Yours sincerely, 


MASS-—OBSERVATION, 


7? Kenstngton Church Court, 
London, W.8. 


WEStern 7060. 


19th Mey 1949. 


Near nev. Oy, 


I em now enclosing the two finel articles which 
we have vrepared for the Sunday Pictorial. 


I 6m alsd sending the first three of the Sunday 
Pictortal re-writes, which cover the first two of our own 
articles. ~ I have sent them exactly as we received then, 
thoush in some plseces amendments are essential. In such 
Pleces I have marked the margin with e cross, to indicate 
thet a change ts” necessary here and thet such a change has 
been noted by Mess-Observation. 


~~ 


In7.one or two cases such changes ore due to er- 
rors in the orifzinel manuscripts submitted by us. For in- 
etence, there is confuston in our own article on the differ- 
ence in attitude between those who think that birth con- 
trol”"meanes family-limitsatton and those who think that it 
means family prevention. This accounts for the selterations 
on pegee 4 end 5 of the Famtly Planning article. 


Yours sincerely, 


ae 


Acting Director. 


THE PRIVATE LIFE OF JOHN BULL 
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During the early months of this year, 2051 men and 
women all over Britain were stopped by strangers in the street 
and asked a string of questions. 


The questions dealt with such subjects as the part that 


sex plays in life, extra-marital relationships, birth control, 
divorce, sex education, and prostitution. 

Wothing quite like it had ever happened te these men 
end women before. 

Yet of the 2651 fewer than 20 objected or failed to 
enswer all the questions, 

Who were these people? They lived as far apart as 
Aberdeen end Devon, Newport and Norwich. They were young end 
014; ricoh and poor; well ané iil educated. And not only 
were the vast majority of them friendly and co-operative but 


many - as mich as 12 per.cent. - were completely willing to 
enswer further questions on even more intimate aspects of their 
sex life. 

THIS IS THE MOST SIGHIFICANT FACT ABOUT THIS VERY INTI-+ 
MATE INVESTIGATION. WOT OWLY WAS If POSSIBIA - BUT IT WAS 
CARR IED WITH WO UNPLEASANT INCIDENT, BO SCENES OF ANY DES- 
CRIPTIG. 

‘Indeed, Mass-Observeation might have been donducting a 
survey on the selling quelities of a brand of soap for all the 
concern thet wes expressed, 


How 414 they go about their job? The main-stay of 
the survey was the Questionnaire put to the 2051 men and women 
approached in the street. While the investigators believe 
that they were given honest answers, no absolute claims can be 
made for their findings. 

The same Questionnaire was also sent to Mass-Observation's 
Hational Panel ef Observers, a predominantly middle-class group 
whe reply in writing to questions put to them. 

And men end women whose jobs take them into contact with 


the private lives of other people were approached, 


One thousand doctors, one thousand clergymen and one 
thousand school-teachers were invited to reply to a written 
questi onnaire on tae same lines. 
The investigation 414 not stop there. $A complete pic- 
ture of the private life of a tow was built up by telking to 
leecal efficials and citizens, wetching what went on in pubs and 
dance-halls and parks. Statistics were colle cted as widely 
as possible. And a great deal of background work went on to 
fit this survey in perspective. 

And the result? A vitally important social document. 
A commentary on our morels - mde, not by moralisers but by the 
‘man - and woman - in the street.’ 

\SKED : "CAN LIFE BE HAPPY WITHOUT SEX?’ , 

As many as one person in every three thought that sex wes 
essential to complete happiness. 


fPhose who thought that it was possible to be happy 
ww without sex - 31 per cent. - were mostly church-goers, women, 
older people and the more adequately educated. 
But there were almost as many who were uncertain 
about the whole problem ~- who thought it might depend on the 
individuel, on age, on whether you were married or single - 


even, occasionally, on whether you Were a man or a@ women. 
Here are some of the things said :- 
(a) 


A married woman, aged 34; "That is really what you 
marry for. People say it is love but it is really 
sex." A man, aged 51; “You can see women that's 


never been happy and men that's never had a woman 


and they look as if they're going seedy." 

A married woman, aged 35: *T suppose it Goes have | 
an effect on people's minds to do without." | 
(>) BY THOSE WHO DON'T THINK SEX IS NECESSARY FO} | 


IAPP INESS 
labourer, aged 68: “People who can't be happy with- 
out sex are more beasts than men.” 
Married women, aged 57: “If they really love each 
other, they ought to put sex on one side." 
Married women, aged 34: "If I wasn't married, I 
don't think it would bother me." 
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a Only 26 per cent. would say that sex could be wrong. 


to fear or be disgusted by it. 


with in conventionally accept 


Married woman, aged 24: "My husband's not in very 
good health and we don't bother with sex ourselves, 


and we are happy enough." 
THE 


The qestions were framed in such a way as to elicit 


as moh as possible of existing moral disapproval, personal 
fisgust or dislike, and fear of sex. 


A very frequent reply wes that ‘sex is natural.’ 


fi only 54 per cent. that it could be in any way un- 
pleasant. 

\ Only 56 per cent. that it might be harmful. 
‘Religious justifications were frequently brught in 
to show that sex was : not wrong. Por example, a 20 year-old 
youth leader, a Methodist girl, said simply: 
by God.” 


"Tt's created 


But regular church-goers were, on the whole, more 
suspicious of sex than anybody else. 

ae more than men, tended to regard it as possibly 
harmful and ye 
People between the ages of 25 and 45 were least Likely 


Qn the whole, nest people seem to believe that sex, 
ed bounds, is a desirable and heal- 
thy function. But the qualification is all important. e- 


ligion and social convention have set up standards of sex 
behaviour; and, for many people sex becomes frightening ani 


undesirable if it transgresses these barriers. 


One person in seventeen thought that sex would be or 


was unpleasant between people with no affeation or unierstand- | 
ing for one another. And about the same number made the 


(planter Og 
| ce cee Oe references taV.D) 
unmarried men, explicitly mentioned this as one my in which 


more ‘prctical) objection that sex is unpleasant where mutual 
willingness is lacking. 


Pineally, sex anxiety manifests itself very ; definitely 


Bleven per cent., particularly young 


sex can harm people who are not ‘careful.' 


Oecd. 


(elev fie 
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Here are some opinions :- 


Married women, aged 28: "Men are mide like that and 


we women have to put up with it in order to have 
children." a! . 
Man student, aged 18: “Sex is unpleasant to me. 


I like to regard women as beautiful.” 
Men, factory worker, aged 47: 
if you let it get too strong e hold on you. It's 
like drink. Tt becomes a vice." 
Men, technician, aged 45: "Tt can't harm you. It 
harms then more in not having Se 
: "TS oan be unpleasent. You would 
che to some one before it would 


"Sex cen harm you 


“The mijor moral conflicts of opinion which energed 
Birth 
contrel, extra-marital relationships, prostitution and divoree. 
TS is commonly accepted that, to our Victorian fore- 
bears - and probably to most people of even the last gener- 
ation - each of these prectices was considered morally Wrong. 

But thet is by nO means the case today, In every 
group of the community there are to be found thinking men and 
women who are in favour of them, and, in m@me cases, these 
people are in the ma jority. 

The picture that emerges very 1 nina. as a result, 
is one of eonsiderable individual confusion in a world of rap- 
idly changing moral values, 
The ‘unconventional’ out leek - for example, a belief 
that extra-marital intercourse is not morally wrong - sppears 
in every secial group. It is no longer the monopoly of the — 
so-called progressive young man or the middle-aged cosmopolitan, _ 

Wo group is consistently orthodox or unorthodox on 
all the major issues - with these exceptions :- 

There are clear divisions of opinion between - 

(a) Church-goers and non Chureh-goers. 

(>) Men ana women. 

The division is mach clearer in the first case. Sine 
women tend to ling lenger to established traditions, such ag 
the Church has already laid dow, it is probable that religion 


from Mase-Observation's survey are on four points: 


oy tt to hy ihe - 


; 3%: 


The influence of the Church cannot be under-estimated. — 
Despite the decline in religious observance, the Church still 
holds unique and powerful position in the moral field. 

It is the only authority that has ever laid down a 
comprehensive code of sexual morals to which the whole com- , 
unity is expected to subseribe. Wo alternative code has. 
yet been put forward. | 

This does not meen, of course, that the majority of 
people continue to accept and observe the Church's rulings 


on sex behaviour. ) er ae a | 
Pear from it. As this importent survey will show, 
there is increasingly a move away from the Church's teachings 


towards greater sexual freedom. 
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Habit... 


Your handred and fifty men and women con- 
tribute to this, the frankest report ever to be published 
in Britein. Por these men and women have bared their 
souls to Mass-Observation and told its investigators, with- 
out reticence, whet they_do about sex. 3 


“Ty W ped Ly us “Shey aré members of Mass-Observation's 


either of these tendencies, neither is very | 


Hetional Fane d of Observers. While they cannot be claimed 
pae-aaen see of the community - they ont ta, 


tAectv 


wards The/ more (abel ligent ana highly-edueated - they personal 
replies on sex habits are importent because they are not 


necesserily ‘abnormal, 

How typical are their habits a with 
those of the rest of the population, it is not possible 

say with any certainty. But their views on sex behaviour 
ané morals generally approximate fairly closely to average 
middle-class, well-educated opinion. 

Mass-Observation stress thet all the infor- 
mation given may not always be entirely honest. People may 
have suppressed facts about themselves which they feel to be 
shameful. On the other hand they may boastfully TY 
them. 


as a sypies 


While there is no sbjective way of ¢ 


Reticence seemed far more common. Sometimes, 
for instance, a person would confess to the greatest difficulty 
in telling of certain aspects of his sex life. 

When asked whether there was any part of the 
questionnaire which particularly embarrassed them, nearly half 
mentioned erotic day-dreams, more particularly, masturbation. 
Compared with the frequeney with which it is practised, homo- 


sexuality was relatively often a source of embarrassment. 

Apart from these, however, there is little evid- 
ence that people were embarrassed or ashamed of their answers. 
On the subject of sex relations ocuteide marriage, in particu- 
lar, there is no evidence at all of replies being softened dow 


in the direction of conventionality. 


About one person in five of the unmarried claimed 
that they had never had any love relationship of any kind with 
a member of the opposite sex. 

One in four wes - or had at sometime been ~- en- 
gaged. 

One in four had a particular friend of the 
opposite sex at the time of answoring. 

An@ the remainder had enjoyed at least one such 
friendship in the past. | 

But only one in seven claimed that they had never 
known love-making even in its mildest form. This means that 
some of those who hed never hed a partiqujar man or women frie 


had enjoyed at least a certain amount of casual love-mking. 


And, in the case of some men, this may have extended as far 
as intercourse, sometimes with a prostitute. 


Men, moreover, admitted to a greater desire for 
physical intimacy. 
had never wished for sexual intercourse - compared with one 
unmarried woman in three. 
Physical relationship, with or without a beck-~- 
ground of affection, ig more frequent among single mam than 
among single women, Emotional relationships are about equally 
common to beth ;- | 
Among these single people :- 


927 of the men had experienced some form of 
leve-making compared with 72° of the women. 


70° of the men had experiencGd intimate love- 
making compared with 514 of the women 


49° of the men had sexual interoourse compared 


Wot only do men have morephysical desire and 


Only one unmarried man in ten said he 


wider physical experience. They also appear to derive great- 
er satisfaction from these miationships. in intercourse and 
in intimate love-meking they are mich more likely to achieve 
a physical climax than wmen Gre. : 
Semal intercourse in these extre-marital affairs 
is less often described as satisfactory than ig inter urse 
between married couples. | Only ome person in ten described 
their experiences as satisfactory. Most common reasons for 
dissatisfaction are, in order :- 


Physical discomfort and fear of interruption. 
lack of ardour on the part of the woman. 


Aesthetic or other objections to the contra- 
ceptives used 


Feelings that their behaviour was morally wrong. 
Questioned further about contraceptives, about 
half said thet re interfered with their pleasure and many 
seemed to have little faith in their safety. 


? 
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There appears to be little difference between 
the habits of the unmarried group and the pre-marriage habits | 
of the married. | About two in five of the single have had 


sexual intercourse ~- and a very similar proportion of the 
married admit to pre-marital experience. 

Almost all of these had had intercourse with 
their future husband or wife. Most mrried people who aia 
not have it said they would have liked it ~- nine men in ten | 
sey so and two thirds of the women. 


The commonest reason for restraint was moral 


objection, mentioned by one person in three. The next most 
common reason ~- fear of having a baby, mentioned by One ye reson 
in séx. 


Pre-mariteal intercourse with other partners is 
muct less common, especially among women . About half the men 
haé had such experience compared with one-quarterd of the 

| women. 

Many men, too, said that they had experienced 
intercourse before marriage with a wide variety of partners. 


- — nena me STS 


One in seven of them had had pre-marital intercourse with 
In the majority of cases, they said 
that they were not in leve with these women. 
Pineally, after marriage, those who had had —_ 
marital experience are apparently meither more nor less 
happy than those who have done without it. 

Three-quarters of the married people who filled 
in the questionnaire said they were satisfied, often very 
satisfied, with their married lives. The proportions 
were identical for both men and women. 

The m jority of the remainder said they were 
fairly satisfied, or satisfied except for some particular 
circumstances. 

About one in twenty said that they were defin- 
itely dissatisfied. 

The cverall proportion who are satisfied with 
the physical aspects of their marriage is about the same - 
nearly three-quarters - but the difference between the sexes 
is very marked. 
Bighty-three per cent of the happily married - 
both men and women - are satisfied after intercourse but only 
42 per cent of the unhappy. Seventeen per cent of the un- 
happy never or seldom feel satisfied. Thirteen per cent, 
though physically sated, feel no emotional pleasure. 

People were asked what, if anything, would mke 


more then four women. 


for a more satisfactory relationship. The improvement 
most often desired was thet the wife should be more co- 
operative and passionate during love-making. 

Qne woman in five wished that her hijsband were 
a better lover - women's comments mainly were that they 
would enjoy more vreliminary love-making and endearments. 

oy But very few people - about one in thirty - say 

thet they indulge in no preliminary love-making whatsoever. 
Wo attempt was mde to find the frequency of 
intereourse in this group although all were asked when they 
had last had intercourse. 

Sixty four per cent head had it within e ight 
Gaye of ensworing the questionnaire. 

Wineteen per cent within a month. 

One couple, married happily for 25 years, hed 
never consummated their marriage, but had an adopted child. 

Inte roourse within the week was more cO mmon among 
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younger people but not confined to them. While no one over 
70 claimed it so recently, several people over 60 did. 
Mass-Observation also acked this group whether 
there were any cecasions on which they felt especially in- 
elined for intercourse. Here again e sex difference emerged. : 
Half of the men said there were no special 
occasions - but two thirds of the women said there were. 

For four women in ten, ‘special cccacsions' mennt holidays, 
parties or some form of celebration. 


Extra-marital intercourse was mech less common - 
or admitted much less often ~- than pre-marital intercourse. 

But the figures are still high - TWENTY-FIVE 
SELP-CONFESSED UNFAITHFUL HUSBANDS IN EVERY 100: AND TWENTY 
UNFAITHFUL WIVES. 

Married men and wmen who desire ext ra-marital 
relations but restrain their desire de so because of loyalty 
and love for their spouse. 

Finally extra-mariteal intercourse is very likely 
to be linked with unhappiness in marriage. But whether it 
is the first cause of dissatisfaction or the result of it, 
it ie difficult to deduce. 

One quarter of the men questioned had, at some 
point, had relations with a prostitute, two thirds of them 
within the past five years. | 
Recent experience is particularly frequent among 
the single - although even of the married group, one out ¢ 
every eight have had such relations no more than five years 
Qg0« 


Of every 100 people - men ani women - questioned, 
twelve have hed experience of homosemal relations, either 
in adolescence or later. | 
Between a third and a quarter of all these had 
hed such relations within the last five years. 
Experience of such relations is more frequent as 
well as more recent emeng the unmarried. One in four of the 


single men and women admitted to it, compared with one in 
six of the mrried. 4 
Ie this an indication of homosexual inclinations | 4 
underlying bachelerhood ~ or does the difference merely 3 
result from married people's desire to disowm their past? 
An interesting fact, throwing further light 
on this problem, is the tendency for married people with 
homogexual backgrounds to be less satisfied with their 
marriage than people who have had no such experience. q 
One possible sex outlet is in sleep and dreams i 
at night. Three out of five questioned say that they have 
experienced some sort of sexeal pleasure in dreams - one in 
three within the past six months. 
Such pleasure seems to recur more frequently 
for men. Three quarters of the men and only half the women 
have experienced it. | 
Merriage affects men and women differently in 
this respect. Por men sex dreams decrease in frequency 
with marriage, sometimes stopping altogether. For women, 
the figures suggest that marriage often starts up the machin- 
ery of sexual dreaming. 
Only one in five of the whole group say that 
they heave never masturbated, one in five had done so during 
the week preceding the answering of the questionnaire; one 
in five during the last six months; one in five within 
periods ranging from seven months to twenty years; and the 


remainder during special phases of their life (pregnancy, 
separation fmm husband or wife, before marriage, adoles- 
Gence and childhood). 
This is a far more frequent practice for men. 
One third of the women said thet they hed never meturbdated - 
ageinst only one in twenty of the men. 
Tt is far more frequent, too, among the single 
(half the men during the last week). 
Mass-Observeation also asked the group whether they 
dey~dreamed about love-making or other sexually-exciting 
situations. About half admit te such day-dreams. dust of 
every 100 :- 


1 


5 have head one during the last week 

during» last month 
pari last six months 

3 some ton back or during some unspecified pe ricé 

Erotic day-dreams are more frequent among men - one 
in four has had one during the last week, compared with om 
women in seventeen. 

Romantic day~dreams are most common among unmarried 
women. Merried women, on the other hand, are inclined to | 
colour their day-dreams with a touch ef wishful thinking - with 
levers more passionate than their husband or with their hus- 
bends being unusually attentive. % 


Finally Mass-Observation asked these people on 


whet sort of ceeasions their last erotic daydream ¢ , ret 
the biggest group say their dream started while 


he e 


or after work; while or after walking, cycling, riding, 


«a « 


reading. 
Other fequently mentioned oceasion# were : at 


motoring or travelling on a bus; or after some crotically 
stimilating experience, such asreading a book or seeing a 
film or dancing. 

Are these 450 people very frank men and women at 
ell extraordinary in the range of their sexual experience? 
How do they regard themselves? 

They were asked whether they felt themselvee to 
be normal or not. And if their ow opinion is anything to 
go by, the majority of them are normal. Out of every 100 :- 


65 eaid they were normal 

10 said they were under-sexed 

6 said they were over-sexed . 
4 gaid they were abnormal in respect of homo- 
gexual inclinations 

3 said they were emotionally abnormal 

3 said they were abnormal in respect of mastur- 

bation habits 
2 said they were abnormal in respect of sadistic 
| and masochistic inclinations or fetishes 

1 said he was abnormally promiscuous 
i gaid they were abnormal in miscellaneous ways 


There is little evidence that this group is 


 @istinetly out of the ordinary or anxious to prove itself 


eccentric or particularly virile. 

But Meass-Observation suggests that a much more 
extensive survey is needed before anything conclusive can 
be discovered, Until then, the sex habits of this Panel 
Group and their relation to those of the general public must 


SEX EDUCATTOR 


Although people know much ebout sex and frequently 
have strong opinions about it, only a minority cbtained their 
facts and cpinions from what could be described as ‘official 
sources’. 

This is a situation which the mjority think undesir- 
eble and which they do nct wish to see arising in future 


generations. 
More than four in five (82 per cent.) of those men and 
women interviewed by Mass-Observation claimed that they had 


received no formal sex education whatsoever. And as many 


seid that they thought sveh education should be given. 


This approval of sex education has been slowly gaining 
ground for some years. As a result, nearly s third of those 
under 25 have hed it compared with about one in twelve of 


those over 45. 

Tt seoms to be more usual to tell 'the facts of life’ 
to girls than to boys. This probably arises because mothers | 
think it necessary to warn their daughters of the approach of 
menstruation. But they feel that there is no information 
equally necessary to boys. 
The commonest sources of sex information, end the per- 
centages mentioning them are : 


"Picked it up" 25% 
From other children 134 
"Tt came naturally" 124 
From Mother 11% 
By reading r 
Workmates 
Father 
School teacher )} 
When I got married 5% 
In the Army 49 
Other sources (fiance, aunt, 
etc.) 10%. 


(Some people mentioned more than one source) 


Most of these sources are of a very unofficial nature 
and the information seems to have been pasged on in an at- 
mosphere very different from the decorum of the average 
biclogy class. This is the usual type of description :- 

"Y just picked it up from friends", said an 18 year-old 
building labourer. “I don*t say it's the best way, but you 
can't expect your mother or father to sit down and tell you 
such things.” 


Others, especially women, describe the unnecessary 
worries and fears they experienced as the result of distorted 


| or incomplete information :- 

"T wasn't given any sex education - not a bit", said 
a 45 year-old women. "I really thought at 18 that I was 
going to have a baby because I kissed a man." 
The ‘natural’ method of acquiring sex knowledge - claimed 
by as much as 12 per cent. of those interviewed - is some- 
times the way of experience. 

A 27 year-old baker told Mass-Observation: “I joined 


the Territoria Army and I went to my first camp at 17 and 
@ young girl in Swansea took me down a back alley and she 
made all the advances. That's how I learnt." 


Another way of ‘learning naturally’ is by observation - 


this is especially common among children in the country. — 
The other most important unofficial mthod of dtaining 
information is through reading ~ a method more frequently 
mentioned by the young or highly educated. 
Pinally, learning through experience in marriage is a 
dying phenomenon, mentioned exclusively by older people and 
usually by the less well-educated. | 
The most usual offical souree of sex information i the 
mother of the femily - mentioned by about one man in fourteen 


and one woman in seven. 

Today the school teacher is becoming istabibianie: much 
more important. than the mother. 

Most people take for granted that children of their 
generation could not expect any sex education. Some indeed 
gaia that they 414 not guess until a late age that there wes 
anything to find out. One midwife did not know that men 
were in any way connected with the production of babies until 


\ she went on her first confinement. 


Even emong those who received sex education there seems 
to be 6 good G@eal of sympathy for the person doing whet was 
then & somewhat embarrassing job. 

"My mother told me," said one woman, "but it had to te 


; 
pm 
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dragged out of her. She once told me thet nothing was so 
difficult as having to tell your daughters the facts of 
life. I learnt a ict more by the back stairs so to speak." 


Other sources of officially given information, be- 
sides parents and school teachers, are clergymen, employers 
and reletives end friends of one's parents' generation. 

Here are three ways in which the facts we Te discovered. 

"When I want into service, my lady told me some and 
the rest I foud ovt fox myself.", said a woman of 60. | 

"TY asked gome married wemen and they told me," said 
a girl of 18. “And my girl friend's mother told me.” 

"When I wes 20, I went to gee our pereen end he told 
me," said a man of 60. "He seid *De you know how marrow 
grow, George? 
make them grow. And he showed me how it was done." 


Well, you've got to pollenisé marrows to 


Only about one person in five is opposed to, or unde- 
eided about, sex education for children nowadays. The 
proportion who say outright that it is bad is roughly one 
in seven. 

This view is held very much more often by the older 


generation. Women; the less-educated and regular Ghureh- 
goers tend to cling longer to the more old-fashioned atti- 
tude. 
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education: 


1. It is unnecessary. Children will pick it up 
naturally just ae their parents did. 

2. Tt isn't ‘nice’. Or that it is slightly dis-_ 
gusting for children to have such information. 

3. Sex education will corrupt the child and even- 
tually lead to immoral behaviour. 

"Before sex eduostion came in, there weren't so many 
bastard children", said m ex-police sergesnt. — 

Perhaps most significant of all, ‘those who received 
sex education are overwhelmingly in favour of it. 

People who do approve of it seldom think it necessary 
to defend their point of view and, while there are minor 
divergencies of opinion among them, it is mainly over the 
question as to who should give the information and at what 
ege it should be given. o 

There are also a few conan on how the information 
should be presented. Thus; 

An elderly man said: “It should be done from a moral 
rather than from a biological standpoint ." 

And a young woman, who didn't think it should be formal 
instfuction, wented i worked into biology classes. 

Those who fevour teaching in school frequently do so 
because they feel too embarrassed about sex to discuss it 
with their children. 

There are very considerable aifferences of opinion on 


the age at which instruction should begin. 


The most popular age ig around 13 or 14 - suggested 
by about ome person in three. Or 11 to 12 - guggested by 
one person in four. | 

The idea clearly is that chilfren should be taught 
about sex about the age of puberty. 


About one person in eight says that instruction should 


not be given until the child is over 14. And the same nun- 
ber believes it sheuld be started as "soon as they start 
asking cuest ions.” cee 
‘Women, on the whole, suggest thet sex education should 

be begun exvrlier then men do. But they are not particular- 
ly in favour of the "as early as possible” idea. This is 
probably due to the different rates of development of boys 
and airis. | 

Wot all people, however, would tell their children 
everything at once. A sharwomean said :- 

"I think young children should learn about flowers 
and birds and bees and then, about 11 to 12, about kittens 
and dogs." | 
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SPX ' SURVEY. 


ARTICLE 6. 


Prepered by - 
MASS=-CBSERVATION, 

7 Kensington Church Court, 
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Hitherto throughcout these articles Meas-CObservation has 
been concerned almost entirely with what poople say about 
sox, and has emphasised that in fact attitudes and habits 
might be very é4ifferent. The scope of the survey 414 not 
allow mach consideration to be matic of the behaviour aspects 


of sex, mt in one particular wy the framework of Mass- 


Observation was particulerly suitable far the execution of 

a specielist study, 

Meas-Oheervation, as woll ag employing fuli-time field- 
jYveev | 


workers {whe conduct the genere] interviews which have been 
generelly Giseuseet above) has a nationel Penel ef Observers. 


These are pecple going about theiy norme!l éuties in 211 parts 
of the country, and quite veluntariiy, submitting once a 

month reports te Mess-Observetion in answer to questions that 
To certcin of these people {whe expressed 
direct willingness to co-cperete in such an experiment) Mmss- 
Coeervetion sent a detailed *sex habit’ questionnaire, 

This Perel is nct claimeé to be in any way a cross-section, 
being in fect weighted w warts the mifidle-classer ani towards 
the more intelligent and highly educated sections of the 
community. But none the less ite replies on sex habits 

heve a velue greater from some pointe of view then those coll- 
ected, for instence, in the doctor's waiting room, in so far 
as they are net necesearily ‘abnormsel' from a semeal point of 
view. How typical are their habits compared to those of the 


are asked them. 


rest of the population it is not possible to say with any 
certainty. But in an effort to make come comparison poss- 
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ible, the Panel wes asked exactly the same ‘attitude’ ques- 


tions as the street sample before they received the ques- 
tionnaire on habit, Resulta from this questionnaire show 


that the Panel on sex attitudes, as on other matters, 
approximtely fairly closely to aeneral middle class well- 
educated opinion. Andi, a point of considerable importance, 
the same sex and age differences are visible on the Panel 
ag in the general sample - that ia tc say, women in the 
street sample exceed men in their aisapproval of, for in- 
stance, prostitution, to the same extent as occurs amongst 
Panel men and women. 

In all, about 450 repiies were received to the sex habit 
questionnaire sent out to the Panel. This is only a 
querter of the number of street sample attitude interviews 
undertaken for this survey, and this, as weil as the un- 
balance of the sample, must militate against the exact accur- 


acy of the figures thet are to be quoted, Tt must, however, 
be emphadeed on the other hand that, however statistically 
open to question, the foliowing figures do previde indications 
of porsenal sex habits that are ctherwise not availiable at 
211 fer this country. 

Embarking on our survey of people's intimate sex habits, 
we were almost entirely in the dark as to hew much co- 


Operation to expect. Yost of gar dcubte on this score, 
hovever, proved unnecessary. Sending out attitude ques- 
tionnaires te our National Panel of 1300 members, we received 
roughly mr usual return —ebet-400-—900. Of these, 600 
agreeé to receive a personal qrestionnaire on their sex 
habits: 450 sent it back, filled in ~ and in addition a 
number of them sent in long an@ full case histories . Gener- 
ally wa found that veople proved as forthcoming on this very 


intimate subject as thoy umally are on relatdvely impersonal 
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Dear Mr. Bibby, et ¢ 


1 am very lete in acknowledging your very helpful 


suggestions to our articles on sex and I hope I shall be 
forgiven. 


*TO7 98% anisoa 

I have a list thn front of me of comments on each 
of your conclusions and was bag ete to send them to you, 
but in view of the fact that the Sunday Oriel is send- 
ing pulls of the final articles gh snortiy -i wonder if 
= will forgive me if I raise only one or two Major points. 
noidentally\ nearly all your comments have been accepted 
end incorporated into the final rpoofa. in one or two 
cases, Of course, we had noticed the point ourselves. On 


others two or three Assessors have commented on the same 
point. 


Perhaps the most important thing you raised is the 
point thet our questions on whether sex can be harmful, wrong 
or unpleasent are biassed questions. These were, perhaps, 
bedly phrased, but it was our intention to word questions 
that would split people into groups and as fer as possible 
into even groups. Miss be ag is Rhos Cg ! thinking of write 


ing a Paper on this subject i shall be deligh to send 
you a copy when she has + niened Lte 


I am so sorry that we did not make it clear about 
pre~ and extre-maritel relationships: we have altered the 
wording in all cases. You are also quite right in pointing 
out that we have ignored the upper classes, and we have made 
all the necessary amendments. In fact it is customary in 
such surveys to leave out the upper classes in view of their 
extreme rarity, but this is not obvious to people outside 
the field workers concerned. 


MASS - OBSERVATION 


{ Kensington Church Court, 
Wo. 


22.6.49. 


Dear Nn ow B 


I am enclosing herewith copies of the entire 
series of Sunday Pictorisl erticles together with 
the initiél statement about the series which they 
made last Sunday. 


Although I have read them through, I have not C26 
done so with your smendments to hend, so that I ~~ wih 
would be grateful if you would check the final ros D 
version with regard to your originel comments. In /’ 
some cases Of course two assessors have suggested ( pleac sive 
to two different changes to the same sentence, and Ao 
therefore the alteration made represents a compromise. bekry, | 


There are one or two other general points to 
raise - 


1. The photograph in the first article is to be 
altered to show a woman interviewing a woman.— a 9 Sec 
In the survey, of course, all interviews were 
on people of the same sex as the investigator. 


2. We are rather doubtful about the heading of ee awe ond 
the prostitution article ~ the giris that ~ Pe Saae 
sell and the men that buy. We would be part- ony ” 
icularly pleased to have comments on this Ohm haere)" 
point, and any suggestions for alternative 


3. Departing from the Pictoriel articles - it is 
generally felt that for the book a synopsis at 
leest should be circulated before a meeting. 
This synopsis is being drafted and perhaps 
the idea of a meeting can be re-discussed 
after this hes been read. 


We should appreciate having your comments on the ~ 
first erticle by Tuesday of next week at the latest fins You~ Aw 
es the series starts on Sundey week. You will notice —§ TR, wQ, 
by the way that your names do not aectually appear 7. Beye 
the series but only i the preamble that has already whe 
been published. Il don't know if you have any feelings re * ice 
about this ? 


Yours sincerely, 
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MASS-OBSERVATION, 
7 Kensington Church Court, 
London, w.8. 


WEStern 7060. 10th June 1949. 


Deer af U4, 


I em enclosing herewith the Sunday Pictorial article 
on Prostitution, together with the suggested Mass-Observation 
Bulletin on Sex Education. 

Bos 


The articles ere scheduled for publication in the~ ,,» te 
Sundey Pictortel from 3rd July onwards, end elthough I am in Cl 
efreid I heve left this Prostitution article rather late I 
would be grateful for your finel comments on all the articles 
es soon ss possible. Such comments I am disaussing individu- 
ally with the Assessors concerned and will then send to the 
Sunday Pictorial. They heve very willingly agreed to run off 
pulls of the articles es they will finally appear to be sent 
to you before publication. a A 


rum, 


tik . 


I would be very grateful too for any comments you 
heave to meke on the Bulletin on Sex Educsetion, if possible by 
Tuesdey, 14th June, es this will heave to go to the printers 
within the next few doys being intended for publication during 
the lest days of June. 


With the greatest pressure of the articles now behind 
us we ere neturelly thinking very much more in terms of the 
book, and to us from a long term point of view this is very 
much more importent. You may remember that some time ego I 
suggested en Assessors meeting to discuss the book, but in 
view of the fact that the general impression I have obtained 
from the Assessors is thet they are foirly heppy with the 
lines along which the report is proceeding I wonder if you 
feel this is necessary. This its not in any wey a suggestion 
that we sre opposed to en Assessors meeting ~- completely the 
contrary -— but I do not want to bother six very busy people if 
the general impresston is thet most of the work cen be done 
effectively, as now, by individusel correspondence and tele- 
phone calls. We would, of course, before writing the book 
send you e synopsis to discuss should you think a full mect- 


ing unnecessary. \_ Saat eee {Gi we tan ver 


( . iy 
On this too I would be very grateful for a feirly . 


repid reply if it is possible as Messrs. Allen & Unwin ar¢ 
slready esking us when they csen have the final menuscript. 


' May I rogerd this letter as a "helf-way' stage and 
teke this opvortunity of thanking you very much for all the 
help you have given us with this survey. It has been, and 
of course still is, e very tricky subject to deal with, and 
we have very much oeppreciated the expert sympathy and edvice 
SO gay available. 


Ue kA ge = sincerely, 


et fe 


Acting DARE HAN» 


We,70b Oo 


During the past five months Mase-Observation has been 
engaged on a national survey on attitudes to sex in this sountry. 
some results of this survey are now-ready for publication. Althowgh 
it involved a national sample of: 2,000 respondents as well as much use 
of Mass-Observation's National: Pane } of voluntary.observers and obser- 
vation of life and habits in certain towns, this survey is not intended 
to be another 'Kinsey' but rather a survey to plot the ground in a 
field about which practically nothing is ikenown at.the moment. To 
assist us in this work a body of assessors has been formed, all the 
members of which are experts in the field of knowledge of Sex, who 
will add their comments to our findings. These yeople are : Dr. 
C1iifford Allen, Mr. Cyril Bibby | Mr. Eva M. Hubback, Mrs. Merjorie 
Hume, Dr. David R. Mace, and Dr..G.L. Russeil. pateft must be em- 
phasised that at this. stage: their nemes are not for semeret+ publication} 
Tt is hoped that the full report of the findings of this survey will 
be published during the winter of 1949-50 by Messrs. Allen & Unwin, but 
a series of articles on the subject is scheduled to be published in 
the Sunday Pictorial from 3rd July 1949 onwards. 


This Bulletin must not. be revrinted in full without prior 
permission of Mass-Observation. Quotations of extracts from the in- 
formation below on. Sex Education may, however, be made without prior 
permission, provided that full acknowledgement is made to Mass-Obeer- 
vation Bulletin. 


SEX EDUCATION “3 ~ 
fficial opinion on the subject of sex education - 


during the last twenty years. In 1928 the I 
Cc. passed a resolution banning it fr om their schools. A Tew 
a. - arane vYyoess-, the 1928 ban was 
Lifted Faves Serarent ly move d - by the same nystonious ot phd as effect- 
ed the L.c.C. change of = Pee onal 
ge Union of Teachers, Dg 20 Roman Catholid oe ad “th ih St y of 
pn! Education haye & r awoke 
> we HS OS et Sex education nr the 


young. 
ye. poe : peas og Gwe if fro Arppet Eth tes 
_ Whether or not his opinions have followed the same evolu- 
tionarv course, or boen moved by the same forces as those of official- 
dom, ‘the man in the street’ by now finds himse if in much the same 
position as the expert 


months L 7 & 


Results of a Mass-Observation postal mere pe sent 
out to ‘leaders of oninion' - doctors, clergymen and teachers, showed 
that expert opinion is ove rwhe Lminely in favour of sex education. 
Results of interviewing 2000 people, selected to mirror the general 
population in respect of sex, age. income and region, indicated that 
public opinion is not far behind; out of every E00 -: 


"6 were in favour of sex education 
15 were against 1t_ 
9 had mixed feelings or had not made up their mind 


Approval of sex education is as wholehearted as it is 
widespread. Perhaps one indication that the: battle has been won 
lies in the fact that very many of the exponents of sex education felt 
it unnecessary to give reasons for their support. Most contented 
themselves with : "That's-a very good thing", "That's necessary", 

"T'm all for that" - a very different form of ~eply to the more leng- 
thy and claborated views of the opvosite camp. Today it is the 
opponents of sex education who are on the defensive. ; 
That opposition to sex oducation may ‘represent a dying 
cub ok is also suggested by its prevalence amongst the old rather 
than the young; one person in four over the age of 45 is against it, 
but only one in fourtcen of the younger group. Young people, men, 
the more adequately educated, and non church-goers are wORY “frequently 
: 


~ &« 


in favour, (at all events amongst those groups that -we-were able 

to. investigate): women are usually more inclined than men to cling 
to old ideas; and throughout our sex survey we found that non- 
church-goers were consistently the more in favour of sexual frecdom. 
Iastiy, and perhaps most significant of all, those who themselves 
received formal sex education ‘were overwhelmingly in favour of it:althe,l < 
very few had been set against sex education fy theit own exre rience ? 
of its consequences: 


"No, I like it to be taboo. Y was brought up in that 
Tee way - [ went to ah exnerimental school - and I 
don:t*approve of it. We had no taboos at all, neither 
at~heme nor at school and I really don't think it's 

wise. $I'm sending my children to a tery conventional 
school now." (38 year old houséwife, husband ‘in 

| - §hioving', Reigate) 


, Personal experience of sex ecuBation usually inclines 
people to favour it: equally, experience of ‘gutter' sources of sex 
knowledge is. often a reason for advocating more reputable methods 
of instruction for others. Most people agree with sex education 
quite simply because they feel that it is oftcn-c nocessary means of 
helping the next generation to avoid their own difficulties :- 


"Everyone should be sex educated. I was brought up 
in ignorance - [ dicn't make a fatal mistake, but I 
might have done." {30 year-old cleetrician, Hendon) 


POCKETS OF RESISTANCE 


Although.opposition to sex education is stronger in some 
groups than in others,.in-all.the groups that we were able to isolate 
it remains very much ’ea minority view. But what the opyvosition lacks 
in numbers is easily made un in strength of fecling; there can be 
little comparison between the relatively complacent acceptance of the 
favourable majority and the bitter fcolings of their ovponcnts. 
Reasons for objecting to sex cducation fall into three main groups ;-_ 


That it is unnecessary 
That it is distasteful, perhaps immoral 
Thet it will corrupt the child 


In the first and most common of these arguments. there is 
more than q hint of tho é@ragweight of conservatism. §$ There are wavs 
and means of discovering sex without the bother of formal instruction, 
and in any case what has been good enough for the parents should still 
suffice for the child ;- 


"T don't agree with it... It can come natural without 
them being stuffed up with it. I didn't have any, 
and it camo natural to me, when I was married." 
ee (47 yoar-old wife of painter's laboure:, 
Wigan ) 


And a miner, who said that he had found out himself by 
going with women, dismissed sex education as :- : 


& 


"a lot of nonsence. They have to find out for them- 
selves." (48 year-old mincr, Wigan) | 
This minor's use of the imperative ‘have’, and the feeling that ac- 
quiring knowledge about sex is a natural process that is best left | 
undisturbed, both suggest that resistance to sex education is to 
some extent motivated by moral strictures. There is even more of 
this moral tone in the views of those who condemn sex education as 
not ‘nice’, even as somehow nasty or cisgusting and to that extent — 


re 


"IT don't think that it's right myself. We nver 
had it, and I dm't think it's nice for kiédies to 
know about such things," (25 year-old wife of 

timmer in vressed steel works, Oxford) 


“ don't hold with it. It's disgusting.” (014 age 
‘pensioner's wife, St. Albans) 


"T don't think they should . they make fun of it. 
My two boys came home from school laughing and 
joking about it." (28 year-old bus conductor's wife, 
Shrewsbury) 


Inevitably, moral censure of sex education finally spreads 
to those who give information even to the children themselves re - 
ceiving it. | | 


"T remember my next door neighbour was going to have 
a baby and I was talking to her. I'd noticed her 

Little girl standing at the front door looking at: the 
sky for some weeks past and I asked hor what she was 


looking for. The woman said with a laugh 'Oh,, she' 
been out there for weeks, looking for the stork ecw 
ing the babv', she obviously thought it very funny, 


but I was shocked, and said it was being cruel to the 
‘child, and’ ‘thatT'd told my children all about babics 
and thou ght it was the kindest and safest thing to do.. 
Well - my little girl used to play with the chilé next 
door and about a week later I heard that this woman had 
said that her daughter wasn't to talk or play with ours 
because ours was being bwught up td have a vulgar mind.” 
(Reilwey ‘hiver's wife,~aged 48, 
Worcester} 


The third main argument against sex education is that it 
will corrupt the child, How far this is an argument based on ob- 
servation and rational deduction, how far it represents a less 
rational finish to a train of thought and feeling that be gan Dy 
suspecting sex education of immorality in itself, it is difficult 
to judge :- | 


"T don't think I agree with it. The children 

are wicked enough these days... I've seen things." 
(49 year-old’ woman, keeps house for 
her unomp Loyed mother, Manchester.) 


Sonet tines there ‘i an indisputable Suggestion of fou tty logic fea 


"Well, I @on't know what to think. -° I read a case 
in the paper yestorday of a girl having. a‘hbabyv at 
14,°and she had had’ sex education.” (48 year-old 

" ‘Engineer's wife, Hendon) 


THE ALTERNATIVE 


) : Opponents of sex education have no nitoensstin plan to 
suggest, other than the continuance of the hav hazard 'natural' 
methods of the ‘past’. To discover just what these methods com- 
prised, we asked ye ople how they themselves had found out whout 

sex. Of our whole sample, only about one in every five said he 
had received any sort of formal gex education; but nearly a third 


of the over under ap Saaie rece ived it, commared ween only a twelfth 
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NATURE” § COURSE | 


For the ‘most ail it is only the elderly, forgetful 

perhaps, of their earlier difficulties, who are wr ig satis- 
fied with the casual method of self-instruction. An Old Age 

Pensioner, for instance, remarks complacently ;- 

ne had no sex education. I allowed nature to tals 
“its course, and it never let me down." 


(68 year-old O.A.P., Petexpborough) 


: This ‘natural! method is gometimes the. way of experience, 
sometimes of observation, sometimes possibly just the rationalisati on 
of blurred memories disguising street corner conversations = 

"Well, it just came to me:natural mixing with other 
girls. " (48 year-old: engineer’ 8 wife: ve 


oe joined. the Territorial Army and 2: wont to ay Piret: 
_.. gamp at 17, and a young girl in Swansea took.me down 
“". @ back alley, and-she made all the advances: that's 
» How t learnt. " (27 year-old baker, Peterpborough) | 


"Yobody taught me. They dian 't need to. T had 
oh tr 8 eyes in my head. Mind you, I've always lived on a 
ae es farm - T don't know how towns people would go One" 
ye ae (52 year ~old farner, ‘Tadcaster ) | 
4 Learning about sex through married expe rience seoms ‘to be 
a dying phenomenon; mentioned ex¢lusively. by older pe ople;: and 


ee 


usually by : the. less well-ecucated. Books as a -source of sex. bey oa 
cation, .. On: ‘the other hand, are mentioned most frequently bv the 
young ‘and the more highly ecaucated. Literature provides an. oe 


tensive and varied source of information for those who set out in 
earnest after knowledge 5 reading sources ranged from Havelock Ellis | 
to the, Bible... : : : hen Se gh I, Se er OE ech ne a 


FORMA b JIngrRy CTION 
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af 8 ‘The most. usual of ficial source of sex “emilee ts the 
mother | Of the family - mentioned by'one man in fourteen and. one women 
in seven... . Next most common is the father, and the schoolteacher. 
But. age differences suggest that the schoolteacher asa gource of | 
sex information has been gaining in importance whilst the mother's 


position altered less rapidly. Mothers are mentioned twice as 
often in the younger than the older groups, whilst teachers are: mene thd 
tioned fifteen times more often. | Fathers. meanwhile, have been: “= 


creeping up at an intermedicte rate. Many people describe the in-- 
formation siven them in these relatively formal Ways ag _ insufficient 
and belated: but this inadequacy is usually accepted in-good grace 
and with sympathy for varents meres what is felt to be an awkward and 
embarrass ing sob tm. 


"My mother told : me a bit. - but ‘it had $0 Ne reget 
out of her. She once'told me nothing was so diffi- 
eult as having to tell your daughters the facts ‘of 
“Life.. I leernt a lot more by the back stairs, so to 
Speak, . oe year-old woman, Pig-breeder, Tadcaster) 


. "My mother told mo, but. only after my periods had 
Started and I had nearly @ied of fright’ (48 year- 
- 914 decorator's wife . Oxford) 


ye Parents and schoolteachers have not been the aoe source 
of re las ively formal sex education. Qlergymen , employers, older — 
_ relatives, older. friends and others feature occasionally as. Sex edu, 


Here, for instance, is a man who went to vie pars ik for 3 cae 
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struation.- But most people had ack tired their Iowled ge of. -8eX 
ina far from formal Way. . Out of every hundred t 


P25 rr they lad "nicked it wn' 

1S si learnt from other children 

- ]lé gaid it: came 'naturally', or by experience 
11 had’ been instructed by their mother 
8 had found out by reading : 

6 hed been instructed by their father _ 

6 had been instructed by their teacher 

6 had loarntfrom their work-mates 

5 had learnt by getting married 

4 had learnt in the Armed Forces - 

0 vate Found out in other ways (from other sie 

) wo fiances, ete. ) 


THE ‘STREET CORNER * 


SA Tt wos Ori the street corner ta ther than in the classroom, 
that most. people discovered Sex: and the information seems to have 
been passed on in an atmosphere stricking! LY different from the de- 
eorum of the | biology class” :— ; 


foe is - learnt it ‘knocking about with the boys.' 
: | (4? year-old building labourer, fiewport 


. aoe piolea it up - on the street corner with my mates." 
aR {34 year-olé unomployed porter, Exeter) 


"Juet picked it ud. vou know. In thé gutter, more or 
less." (26 voar-old unemployed sheet metal worker, 
ae | Wembley ) 


Sometimes there is a wistful note to these recollections © 


"T just picked it up from friends. = don't say it! S 
the best wav mind vou. But vou can't expect. your i 

nother or father to sit down and tell you such things.’ 

(18 year- -old builéing labourer, Worcester) 


"a Learnt uh: a very horrible and rotten manner." 
: (39. year- -01d woman, factory worker, Hendon) 


And many, especially wonen, describe’ the shock and fears resulting 
from their hay- hazard | and often belated discovery of sex:- 


a learnt just ioe: myself. pe aidan’ t ‘mow anything 
“until I started asking about it. I Lost my parents 
“han I was young and my grendparents never told me 
jilyv..'%%.. I know when I first had my periods I was 
scared t. nek So T thought ‘you only had that 
if you haa Seon doing something wrong." 

(Engineor's wife, aged 45, Exeter) 


"I found out when I left school. “Things that child- 

ren say to one another, 'n lady and a gentleman’... you 

know how they put it, 30 crudely. It was such a a. 
shock to me, I don't ‘think I ev:r got over it because 

T thought my mother and father would never do such a 

thing like that." (51 year-old widow, ‘Shrewsbury ) 


~ 6 « 


"When I was 20 I didn't knew a thing. and I went 
to see my parson and.he ‘told me. He put it to 
me in a nice way. He said, "Do you grow marrows 
Ge orgs ?” I said I did, and he told me, "Well, 
you've got to pollenize marrows to make them grow, 
havn't vou?" and he showed me how it was done.” 
(60 year old proprietor of gents 
out fitters shop, Petergborough) 


| Like: this man , many of those who received some kind of bier. 
formal sex: ins ctions had to ask for it first. And - again like 
him - some claih that they did not realise until a late age that 


there was: anything to be told. One midwife. who was interview. 


said that: not until her first midwifery case did she ‘SwReee that 


men a ee to do with producing babies :- 


At 26: years of age I was as-ignorant as it Was nossible 
' to ‘be. The funny part is that I can't imagine how: I 
“Lived to that age without realising. I wasn't helped. 
vin. the slightest bit. It makes me howl when I think of 
it. Even when I started my midwifery training I never 
"thought. fathers had anything to dowith it. I nearly 
oe Meade an awful blunder asking a woman if her husband had 
had anything. to do with it." (61 year- ree) woman, retired 
| nurse 


ts FUTURE 


ee 


Public Opinion seems to have accepted the principle of sex _ 


- education. What form should the practise take? Most people . 


fee] that children should be told the ‘TEROCS oF Hite" at or around 


puberty; as one man seid © me 


"They should be told as they etait to change mare young © 
lives." (67 year-old Insurance Agent, Exeter) : 


One in oight of our sample felt that sex education should 
not be given till 15 or later; and one in four suggested that 
children be told about sex as early as possible, or not later than 
10. The feeling that sex instructions should be started very 
voung represents a minority attitude, mainly apparent amongst the 
most highly educated; once again it is possibly an up-and-coming 
idea. But gonorally there is a very prevalent fear. of starting 
sex education too early - 'not too young’ is a frequent proviso of 
Fs iggo who otherwise favour instruction, [Luc u& 

sviell Pinky: vt mentd Gt fe Cte ER sone 
~ Many of those who suggest that children should be tqgught 


bout sex at an early ago have in mind instructions by perents rather 


wsbetypan in the classroom: sometimes this is on the ground that sex 
< knowledge ae by narents. will be given ami accepted in a more 


netural manner: . but sometimes once again, a mem note is inclined 


ve to creep in :- 
yon "T don't agree with it in schools. If = mother can't 


wards is an idea that has not yet, for the most part, been absor 


—— her own daughter it's < poor look out I'd say." 
(26 year-old railway fireman, Doncaster) 


But at the moment most pe ople appear to have in mind really 


formal gex education thet takes place at school. That the infor- 


metion can be given gradually and naturally from an early age on- 


by the majority. The last 20 years has seen a. ‘revolution in pud- 
lic opinion, transferring itself into widespread acceptance of the 
necessity for sex instruction; perhaps the next two aay wilt 
see an equally drastic change, this time affecting the way people 
envisage sex education, rather than the exteyt to. fos he the} 201 oce apt. 
it or turn it down. Tt seems likely that taday the trend a8 owe 
aeeeer ne ope ‘aetna eee subbletics Le: sarl} 
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instruction: does: this elderly woman represent the vanguard of 
present-day opinion? _~ 


“tt depends on how it'S given. If the teather has 

a sympothetic insight into life apart from atademia 
An owl64 go -~ IT have seen the results and it Gan. be very 
fine. It unfolds all through life, besarkse- when you 
have a little child out for a walk you teagh it about 
the flowers and you teach it about animalsi Tt yn- 
folds naturally up to the adolescent stags When vou 
teach deeper truths with moral opine ister: a, A Little 
girl I knew flung he r arms round her mother's heck and 
gaid "On Mummy , isn't it beautiful to think I'm a little 
bit’ of you.' But she always had a beautiful minds" 


(Retired middle-class woman, 
aged 60, Exoter) 


Prostitution....One. 


The results of Mass-Observation's investigation of public 
opinion on prostitution indicate that it plays a slighter part in 
our national life than is often imagined. 

Naturally, however, assessment of the extensiveness of 
prostitution mst inevitably depend on the outlook of the person 
reading the facts. 

For instance, one in four men on Mass-Observation's 
National Panel, a largely middle-class group untypical to the extent 
to which they are “broad-minded" and "progressive", admitted that 
they had been with prostitutes. 

Since their experience was, in most cases, at least five 
years ago, this might be taken as showing a relatively low overall 
incidence. On the other hand, experience of prostitution by one in 
four mast appear - to some people - as a Startlingly high figure. 

Deplored by almost all official bodies and institutions, 
prostitution is also overwhelmingly opposed by public opinion. 

A large number of the doctors, clergymen and teachers who 
took part in Mass-Observation's Survey thought that it was in some 
way bad, Wrong or undesirable. Fewer - but still a majority - of 
the people interviewed in the street took the same attitude. 

Of these, 61 per cent were against prostitution; 13 per 
cent regarded it as necessary or inevitable; 8 per cent thought it 
should be legalised or controlled; 5 per cent made miscellaneous 


comments; and 13 per cent didn't know. 


Prostitution. ee One . && 


The results of Mass-Observation's investigation of public 
opinion on prostitution indicate that it plays a slighter part in 
our national life than is often imagined. 

Naturally, however, assessment of the extensiveness of 
prostitution mst inevitably depend on the outlook of the person 
reading the facts. 

For instance, one in four men on Mass-Observation's 
National Panel, a largely middle-class group untypical to the extent 
to which they are "broad-minded" and "progressive", admitted that 
they had been with preetitubes. 

Since their experience was, in most cases, at least five 
years ago, this might be taken as showing a relatively low overall 
incidence. On the other hand, experience of prostitution by one in 
four mist appear - to some people - as a startlingly high figure. 

Deplored by almost all official bodies and institutions, 
prostitution is also overwhelmingly opposed by public opinion. 

A large number of the doctors, clergymen and teachers who 
took part in Mass-Observation's Survey thought that it was in some 
way bad, wrong or undesirable. Fewer - but still a majority - of 
the people interviewed in the street took the same attitude. 

Of these, 61 per cent were against prostitution; 13 per 
cent regarded it as necessary or inevitable; 8 per cent thought it 


should be legalised or controlled; 5 per cent made miscellaneous 
comments; and 13 per cent didn't know. 
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Prostitutioneeecced 


Of those who expressed no opinion, most claimed that it 
was because they had had no experience of prostitution. Some did 
not know what it was or understood the word wrongly. For example 
a man of 46 said: “It all depends on what the man or woman has 
done to be prostituted." 

But questioning people about prostitution brought out 
more verbal horror and disgust than any other questions put by Mass- 
Observation. 

Expressions like “disgusting", "terrible", "shocking" 
were frequent. But occasionally there is a suggestion that moral 
indignation is not entirely disinterested. 

"I'd sooner work than do that" said a middle-aged house- 
wife. "I know a woman who does that and she's got a new coat from 
knocking about with men =- and she had the cheek to taunt me with 
having a shabby coat." 

There was a definite toueh of jealousy in the way this 
woman talked - a touch that was not so very uncommon among women's 
replies on this subject. 

Moreover, there was a suggestion of personal motive in 


the married woman's fear of the prostitute. 


"My husband's been abroad and the things he tells me make 
me mad", said a Cardiff woman. "It wrecks homes." | 

Moral objections to prostitution are largely. directed 
gainst the prostitutes, though sometimes disgust is expressed with 
the men who go with them. 
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Prostitutioneec.ed 


When men are explicity singled out for the blame, it is 
generally in terms such as this: 

"It's unnecessary," said a 27-years-old womeane “That's 
my plain view. No man these days needs to go to a prostitute." 

But generally the man's need of the prostitute is more 
widely recognised than the prostitute's need to take to the street. 

Where the man's point of view is considered by those who 
disapprove of prostitution, it is more usually on strictly prac- 
tical grounds - the fear of VD. 

Among those who are opposed to prostitution from the 
prostitute's point of view, there are many who hold the view that 
economic need drives women on to the street. 

And there are others who oppose it because it is degrading 
to the woman who becomes a prostitute. 

Generally, objections to prostitution are tempered with 
humanitarian feeling and with at least partial understanding of the 


material and psychological exigencies which may not only drive 


women into prostitution but may also wpe tia men to 
consort with them. 
A quve 


i. ec ee : 
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Altogether one in five of the 2051 persons - men and 


women - questioned on the street, found it possible to condone pros- 


titution for one reason or another. 


Priatl ta tian: ooed 
' 

The most frequent argument in favour of it is that it is 
"human nature"; that it has always existed and alweys will. 
Nothing can be done about it. 

An old man of 78 said: "I think prostitution should be. 
For instance, my wife only wanted relationship once a week." 

And a middle-aged schoolmaster argued: "I suppose pros- 
titutes serve a purpose for the satisfaction of lonely people." 

Prostitution is not always regarded as a threat to 
marriage. Occasionally it is felt that it can happily supplement 
married life and do good rather than harm. 

"You get people who are not suited but can make a happy 
femily apart from the matter of sex", said a young man of 24 "So 
he goes elsewhere to satisfy his lust and has a happy femily at 
home." 

One in twenty-five persons gave the interesting reason 


for approving prostitutes that they keep the streets "safe" and pro- 


tect "decent women" from assault. 


Sex and class are the most influential factors in deter- 
mining moral attitudes towards prostitution. 

Men and the middle class are considerably less opposed to 
it than women and the working-class. | 

Marriage and age make almost no difference but living in 
London makes disapproval less likely and churchgoers are more 
opposed to prostitution than non church-goers. 


End 
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Rev. David R,. Mece MeAe,y Pha. D., 
Nationel Maerriege Guidance Council, 
78 Duke “treet, | 

Grosvenor Squere, 

London, Wels 


Deer Dr. Mece, 


This is just e note, which I ought to have sent to 
you on Friday, to sey thet we have not et this steze ine 
cluded the jobs of the Assessors in our Sex Education Bul- 
letin tn — = ‘_ fect ae — of the re ae agp geo 
feel st y thet they went their names used only as pri- 
vete indi duels. In our original letter intended for 
diatribution to Panel members full deteils were given, and 
the Bulletin will, of course, so to a large number of the 
geme people. I em just of vene you this plece of informetion 
beceuse I quite egree with your originel point thet it would 
be se good ides to state the jobs as well, 


I do hope you will be able to co-operste with us 
in the book, end mey I say how very pleased we all are 
you like the work we heve done 20 far, — 


Yours sineerely, 


Aoting Director, 


(ee 


/ 


7th duly 1949. 


Rev. David R.. Meee, PheDe, 


Nationel Marriage Guidance Couneil, 
78 Duke Street, 
Grosvenor Square, 


London, Wel. 
Dear Dr + Mace, 


ou probably know the first results of om Sex 


survey heave 3 aleeane appeared in the 
gather you have heard from Mr. Bibby that tt -is -our “iupres- 
sion, and the opinion of Por the Assessors we have. asked, 


that the material has been treated extre well. dertein- 
1 has made every single amendment we 


heave suggested tp them-end from the beginning they have gen- 
erally taken the line. of Playing down rather then playing up 


the material. 


The Pistorial is very pleased both with the 
material and with the co-operation from the Assessors, and I 
am taking this opportunity to thank you for your help from 
the very beginning in organising the Assessors and in giving 


us general advice. 


est thet we have luneh together some 


time to talk’ s Seek y about the survey? I heve nothing per- 
tiouler in mind, and if you ere very busy we could eens drop 


it. But I apprectated our previous discussion very 
would enjoy the chance of another one. 


Youre sincerely, 


Managing Director. 
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NATIONAL MARRIAGE GUIDANCE COUNCIL 


78 — STREET GROSVENOR SQUARE LONDON, W.1 
3 Telephone: MAYfair 2731-2-3 


Chairman | Presidents General Secretary 
Tue ‘REV. A. HERBERT GRAY, MA.! D.D. THE LORD BISHOP OF LONDON, P.C.,D.D. DAVID R. MACE, M.A., B.Sc., PH.D. 
THE LORD HORDER, G.C.V.O., M.D..F.R.C.P Deputy Secratety 
Vice-Chai | Hiniian Tee A. JOSEPH BRAYSHAW, B.A. 
MRS. CLARA STEWART, O.B-E.,M.B. PAUL S. CADBURY, C.B E. Education Secretary 
RT. HON, H. U. WILLINK, M.C. K.C, | MRS. VERA C. MACE, M.A 
DRM/MD. 25th July 1949. 
L.R.England,iEsq., 


Mass-Observation, 
7,Kensington Church Court, 


8. 


Dear Mr. England, 


I have delayed answering until now 
because I have clung to the hope that I 
might be able to accept your kind 
invitation, and have a meal with you 
before 1 go. But the pressure of many 
things to do has caused the hope to 
diminish until it is now, alas, extinct. 


I assure you it hasn't been for want of ; | 
trying, because I did want to have a talk | 
with YOoue 


You have been very kind about the small 
part I have played in this enquiry. I1 am 
sorry that the heavy pressure of clearing 
up my affairs has forced me to give up 
playing any active part as a critic. But 
if 1 was able to help you in the early 
days with the idea of the assessors, and 
with the gathering together of a useful 
team, 1 am glad to have been of service 
to you. I have liked the whole spirit in 
which you have gone about this important 
enquiry, and I am encouraged to think 
that in any small way I have helped you in 
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Drew Univers 
Madison, New 
October 5, 


Mr. Lb. Re England 


7 Kensington Church Court, W.8 
London, 


Py “J 


Mr. England: 


Thank you for your letter. There is 
really. nothing further that I have to add 
except that I might, if cone Shient to you, 
have @ a good advance notice of when the copy 
Ot your nook is likely to reach me. If this 

“is possible, I may try to arfange with one 
-of thebig. American magazines to do an article 
on it, Ww which would give you prominent publicity 
em this ‘gide of the Atlantic. ter the Kinsey 
report, I think Americans would be very interested 
in the findings of a British inquiry covering 
some of thesame points. © 3 


SED. 


With all best wishes, 


id " 


Yours sincerely, 


NO OTHER ENVELOPE SHOULD BE U 
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your task. | J 


I would be very glad, when the book 
comes out, to have an advance copy sent 
to me in America, My address will be. 
Drew University, Madison, N.J. I: think I 
might be able to write it up in an 
article over there, and indeed I might do 
the same in "The Star" over here, That 
isn't a promise, because ultimately it _ 
doesn't lie in my power to make such a 
promise. But I wuld like to try. 


With all best wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 
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Kensington Church Court, W.8 
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NATIONAL MARRIAGE GUIDANCE COUNCIL _ 


26th Mey 1949. 


Rev. Devid R. 'o MMA., Ph.Des 

Netionel Merrtege Guidence Counet1, 
Duke “treet 

ea euqere, London, Wel 


Deer Dr. Msce, | 
You will note thet for the moment 


78 DUKE STREET GROSVENOR SQUARE LONDON, W.1 


Telephone: MAYfair 2731-2-3 


Gian : Presidents Gisele 


THE REV. A. HERBERT GRAY, MA., D.D. THE LORD BISHOP OF LONDON, P.C., D.D. DAVID R. MACE, M.A., B,Sc., PH.D. 


THE LORD HORDER, G.C.V.0., M.D., F.R.C.P 


Deputy Secretary 
Vice-Chai Hy , A. JOSEPH BRAYSHAW, B.A. 


MRS. CLARA STEWART, 0.B.E., M.B. PAUL S. CADBURY, C.BE. Education Secretary 


RT. HON. H. U. WILLINK, M.C. 


Ref, DRM/WBD ® MRS. VERA C. MACE, M.A 
19/5/48. 


Leonard England, Esq., 
Mass-Observation, 
7 Kensington Church Court, W.8, 


Dear Mr. England, 


I heve tneluded your neme pe ang I am now back in this country, and 
of eecoseers —.. S ne think have been glad to have your letter and 
| gj ag og pre-judge the issue in enclosures. 
eny "ey, pT cas ” I think you are being very fair to. 

you more ful’ + t t next 


: the assessors, in allowing them to see 
week. Or perheps we could errenge to both your material and the "Sunday Pictor- 


meet sometime? ial" versions of the articles. I have no 
cfiticism or suggestions to make about the 
Yours sincerely, themes for the articles. They seem to 
cover just what is required. And I am 
entirely satisfied with the report by Cyril 
Bibby on his experiences in interviewing. 


[ am very glad it was possible to arrange 


this. 
Acting Director. is 


With all best wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 


Sas 
| Re Xe * * NC A : = — 
A we - 


(Not personally sig ed, Owing q 
to absence at infual Conference.) © 


NATIONAL MARRIAGE GUIDANCE COUNCIL 
78 DUKE STREET GROSVENOR SQUARE LONDON, W.1 
Telephone: MAYfair 2731-2-3 | 


Chairman Presidents General Secretary 


THE REV. A. HERBERT GRAY, MA., D.D. THE LORD BISHOP OF LONDON, P.C., D.D. DAVID R. MACE, M.A., B.Sc., PH.D. 


THE LORD HORDER, G.C.V.O., M.D., F.R.C.P Deputy Secretary 


Vice-Chairmen Honorary. Treasurer A. JOSEPH BRAYSHAW, B.A. 


MRS. CLARA STEWART, O.B.E., M.B. PAUL S. CADBURY, C.B E. Education Secretary 
RT. HON. H. U. WILLINK, M.C. K.C. MRS. VERA C. MACE, M.A 


DRM/JCG 20th May, 1949. 


Leonard R. England, Esq., 
Acting Director, 

Mass Observation, 

Kensington Church Court, W.8. 


Dear Mr. England, 


I am writing to acknowledge your letters 
of 13th May and to thank you for sending 
four out of the six articles as sent to the 
Sunday Pictorials and also for the remain- 
ing two articles and your letter dated 
19th May received this morning. 


Dr, Mace has been away all this week 
at the Annual Conference of the National 
Marriage Guidance Council at Scarborough. 
As he will probably not be back at the . 
office until next Tuesday, 24th May, I am 
posting your letters and 211 six articles 
to his home address, 


Yours sincerely, 


Pek TS Ce ie. 


Secretary to Mr. Brayshaw. 


13th May 1949. 


Rev. David Mece, MeAes B.Sc, Ph. De, 
Netionel Merrtage Guidance Council, 


78 Duke Street, 


Grosvenor Scuare, 
London, W.1. 


Deer Dr. Mece ' 


I em sending to you deteilis of 
the erticles ete. despite the possibi- 
lity thet we shall not be able to use 
your neme publicly. 


Ae I said before, however, ve 
would be very greteful to heve your 
commente even in ea purely enonymous 
cepecity. 


Yours sincerely, 


Rev. David R. Mace, M.A., B.Se., PheD., 
National Merriage Guidance Council, 

78 Duke Street, 

Grosvenor Squere, W.l. 


Deer Dr. Mace, 


I am sending this materiel, which 
hes been sent to the other Assessors, to 
await your return. 


May I, however, take this opportunity 
to thenk you for your letter of 7th April. 
I your situation very well, . 
but would very much appreciagke your con- 
tinued advice on the survey as far as 
possible. Actuelly, I don’t think any 
action wkil be taken before-2nd May and 
perhaps we could discuss the matter egain 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


MASS-OBSERVATT OF, 
7, Kensington Church Court , 


LONDON W.S, 


ied ae MAY, 19a9 S 


Mass-Observation, an indeynendent, scientific 
organisation conducting research with pcovle's opinions, be- 
haviour and attitudes, has recently been making a large-scale 
nation-wide survev of people's ovinions on sex and associated 
topics. It hapvened that you were one of the 2000 people 
selected at random all over Great Britain to answer questions 
on these subjects; and at the Same time you were gcnerous 
cnough to agree to receive a further questionnaire, which would 
ask you more personal questions about your scx habits as well 
as your opinions. If you are still prepare ed to receive this 
questionnaire, which will be sent to you by post, we shall be 
grateful if you will let us know by filling in tho enc losed Slip 
and posting it to us as quickly as possible. : 


We emphasise that any informtion vou give us 
will be treated with t he strictest confidcnce and anonymity. 
In no case will we ever publish or of he LW1S._ ma’ve use of names 


tin 


_— ees Es ——— 
— OE ———— —- —— gar 


and addresses —_ ‘in fact, we do not necd to know oithor your na name 


_— a —et in ant iti -_— 


nor your addres Ss when you send in “the final filled in Guestion- 


nairo. We i to aiscovor how many yvooplo do ono thing and 
how many poople do another; it is only as a mecis to this ene 
that we heve to approach incivicual poople. 


We fecl that this work is of the greatest 
interest and usefulness, and would be very gratefui for your 
further co-operation. 


MASS -OBSERVATION. 


14th January 1949. 


Dr. David Mace, 
78 Duke Street, 


Grosvenor Bauaere, 
London, Wel. 


Dear Dr. Mace, 


I em afraid I have been rather remiss in not thank- 
ing you for your co-operation on Monday. May I take this 
opportunity of saying how very much we do appreciate all the 
help you have given us. I have already written to all the 
people concerned and hope to be contacting most of them person- 
elly during the next fortnight. : 


i am extremely glad that the reference in the Daily 
ress had no connection whatever with our survey. It goes 
without saying, of course, that from our. end as well as yours 
we have not the dightest desire for publicity until the report 
is absolutely completed. | 


I do hope that your American journey is successful, 
and I look forward gery much to seeing you again on your re- 
turn. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


NATIONAL MARRIAGE GUIDANCE COUNCIL 
78 DUKE STREET GROSVENOR SQUARE LONDON, W.1 


Telephone : MAYfair 2731-2-3 
+ 


Chairman Presidents General Secretary 
THE REV. A. HERBERT GRAY, MA., D.D. THE LORD BISHOP OF LONDON, P.C., D.D. DAVID R. MACE, M.A., B.Sc., PH.D. 
THE LORD HORDER, G.C.V.O., M.D..F.R.C.P Deputy Secretary 


Vice~-Chairmen Honorary Tragher _ A. JOSEPH BRAYSHAW, B.A. 
BE. 


. MRS. CLARA STEWART, 0O.B.E., M.B. PAUL S$. CADBURY, C. Education Secretary 
RT. HON. H. U. WILLINK, M.C.. K.C. MRS. VERA c. MACE, M.A 


DRM/MD. "th April 1949. . 


dis R. England, Esq., 
Mass-Observation. 


7,Xensington Church Court, 
W.8. 


Dear Mr.Englané, 


: Thank you.for your letter. I am very 
gled to know.that Cyril Bibby is going 

to get some first hand experience with 
one of your investigators. I am very 
disappointed that 1 myself have had to 
abandon this. But I am comforted to know 
that one of the group of assessors will 


how be able to speak from firsthand 
experience. 


My own situation becomes more 
complicated. My father has had a stroke, 
and my trip to Italy has had to be delayed. 
This now means that 1 am not due back in 
this country until May 2nd. It may very 
well mean that I shall be of little use to 
you after all in neseeaing your findings. 


In addition, I ought to tell you that 
there might well be difficulty in my name 
being used publicly in connection with 
your enquiry. The ats of some people 
in the Marriage Guidance Council is that 
any public use of my name is automatically 


a ae | 
associated by large numbers of people, 
with the Council, and that it would be » 
undesirable for me to be known to be 2 
associated with an enquiry into sex | 
behaviour sponsored by the "Sunday 
Pictorial". I can quite see the point of 
this contention, and it may prove decisive. 
I want you to understand very clearly, 
however, .that it does not alter in the 
least my deep interest in this enquiry, 
and my complete willingness to do anything 
in my power to make it as thorough and 
competent as possible. It > Ap egredienbe 
anything 1 do to heip you will-have to: 

be done privately, and you would be able 
to make no publie reference to it. 


I shall.be glad tofeamm, on my return, 
how the enquiry is proceeding. 


With all best: wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 


Not personally signed owing ‘to abaenne: 


NATIONAL MARRIAGE GUIDANCE COUNCIL 


RT. HON. H. U. WILLINK, M.C., KC. 


78 DUKE STREET, GROSVENOR SQUARE, LONDON, W.1. Telephone: MAYfair 2731-2-3 
Chairman | ) Presidents General Secretary 
THE REV. A. HERBERT GRAY, M.A., D.D. THE LORD BISHOP OF LONDON, P.C., D.D. DAVID R. MACE, M.A., B.Sc. Ph.D. 
| THE LORD HORDER, G.C.V.O., MLD.. F.R.CP. Diba Giclee | 
Vice-Chairmen Honeteiy Tremmuver A. JOSEPH BRAYSHAW, B.A. 
MRS. CLARA STEWART, O.B.E., M.B. PAUL S. CADBURY, C.B.E. Education Secretary 


MRS. VERA C. MACE, M.A. 


DRM/ MAW. 17th January, 1949. 


Mr. L. R. England, 
Mass-Observation, 

7 Kensington Church Court, 
LONDON, W.8. 


Dear Mr. England ‘ 


Thank you for your letter. I am very relieved 
that the paragraph in the "Daily Express" proved to be 
a false alarm, I could not believe that you would have 
made public the discussion we had last week. 


I have heard from Clifford Allen and Cyril Bibby, 
who are wholeheartedly ready to join in. I have also had 
the copy of the letter which Claude Mullins has sent 
to you. It is quite characteristic of him, and I have 
no doubt you will be able to answer every one of his 
points. I think it would br worth keeping him in the 
group, if possible, simply as a vigorous critic. 

When I suggested his name, I was well aware that he 


might act in this way, and I am not sure that it wouldn't 
be useful to have someone who did! 


With all best wishes, 


Yours sincerely, 


" “ 
* * 
. 
> 
— 
—_— 
—- 


—. la ertaee 


17th January 1949. 


Dr. David Mace, 
Merriage Guidanee Council, 
78 Duke Street, 
Grosvenor Square, Wel. 


Dear Dr. Mace, 


In view of the fact that Ciaud Mul- 
lins sent you a copy of his letter to me, 
Il am sending you a copy of my reply. 


I do very mach appreciate this sort 
of frank ensawer, which is so much more 
helpful than an evasive ‘No’. i am very 
much looking forward to meeting him on 
Thursday. At the same time it does seen 
fairly clear that some of his objections 
to the survey are based on points vhicn 
ere not entirely valid. 


; 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


oz, ‘ 
aes gE as eee 


\ 
) 14th February 1949. 


Secretary to Dr. Mace, 
or Marréage Guidance Council, 


78 Duke Street, 
Grosvencr Squares, 
London, Waele 


Dear Medan, 


I am pleased to be able to say that 
3rd Merch is apparently a date which fits 
everybody, with the possibie exception of 
Mrs. Hubbeck. At any rete, we have erran- 
ged the first meeting about our sex survey 
for 6.30 p.m. on that evening. The exact 
Plece is not yet fixed, but ve are hoping 
to find = room in e hotel rather then have 
it in too formal an office atmosphere. 


I hope to be able to send Dr. Mace ea 
rough outline of the idea of the survey as 
it is now conceived during the course of 
this week. Before the meeting, too, we 
should be able to heave the first results 
of the quertionnaire aveilabdle. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


7th March 1949. 


Devid Mece, Esde, MeAc, B.Se., Ph.D., 
Nationsl Marriage Guidance Council, 
78 Duke Street, 

Grosvenor Squere, London, W.l. 


This is to confirm that we shell be very pleased to 
fix up interviewing for you on the morning of 23rd Merch, 
Details of where to meet etc. scan be fixed later. 


i thought you might be interested to see copies of 
e recent survey which we did for the 8 Vj iy on Churoch- 
going, and 1 am also enclosing a list of our recently pub- 
lished books. These I think will sive you some idea of the 
wide scope of our work. 


Incidentelly, &hé@ jump et the end of our article in 
News Review was caused hy an editorial cut, and in fect our 
report moved on to the conclusion by means of some quotes 
which joined it to the previous material. May 1 also son- 
firm thet the Neys Review article is one of es series which 
hes been running since last June and will continue through- 
out 1949. Other subjects covered include jokes, attitudes 
to Americs, shopping habits, queuing, perty games and public 
library reading. Subjects for the rest of the year do not 


come any nearer to being releted to sex than the size of the 
ideal family. 


We very much eppreciated the constructive suggest- 
tone thet you mede at our meeting lest week and would once 
egein like to thenk you very much for your co-operation, 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


March 1949. 


PUBLISHED REPORTS BY MASS-OBSERVATION. 


Mass-Observation. Muller, 1937. (qrah? 
May 12: Coronation Day Survey. Faber & Faber, 1937. 

First Year's Work. Lindsay Drummond, 1938. (qaowd ) 
Britain. Penguin Special, 1939. (qeeeA ) 
War Begins at Home. Chatto and Windus, 1940. (yeah ) 


Clothes Rationing. Advertising Service Guild, 1941. 

Home Propaganda. Advertising Service Guild, 1941. 

A Savings Survey. Rumible, Crowther and Nicholas, 1942, 

People in Production. John Murray (and Penguin), 1942. (777"" 


wieeh~ 
War Factory. Gollancz, 1943. ; * 3 
The Pub and the People. Gollanez, 1943. 
People's Homes. John Murray, 1943. | C theaey ) 
The Journey Home. John iurray, 1944. 4, a 
Britain and her Birth-rate. John Murray, 1945. 
Browns and Chester. Lindsay Drummond, 19$7- C Saye) 
Puzzled People. Gollancz, 1947. Uh: con 


Exmoor Village (Ed. W. J. Turner). Harrap, 1947. 
Peace and the Public. Longmans, 1947. 
o be published shortly include. 
Mass Gambling. John Murray. | Le 


Repo 


Newspaper Reading.  Shenvall Press. 
Juvenile Delinquency. Falcon Press. 
The Middle Classes. Falcon Press. 


| NATIONAL MARRIAGE GUIDANCE COUNCIL 


78 DUKE STREET, GROSVENOR SQUARE, LONDON, W.1. Telephone: MAYfair 2731-2-3 
Chairman Presidents General Secretary 
THE REV. A. HERBERT GRAY, M.A., D.D. THE LORD BISHOP OF LONDON, P.C., D.D. DAVID R. MACE, M.A., B.Sc. Ph.D. 
THE LORD HORDER, G.CV.O., M.D.. F.R.C.P. Secihs Gielen 
Vice-Chairmen Honorary Treammres A. JOSEPH BRAYSHAW, B.A. 
MRS. CLARA STEWART, O.B.E., M.B. | PAUL S. CADBURY, C.B.E. Education Secretary 


RT. HON. H. U. WILLINK, M.C., K.C. MRS. VERA C. MACE, M.A. 


DRM/MAW. 17th March, 1949. 


Mr. L. R. England, 
Mass-Observation, 


7 Kensington Church Court, 
LONDON * W; 8. 


Dear Mr. England, 


Many thanks for the interesting material which 
you have been good enough to send to me. It helps to 
give me a clearer idea of the work you have been doing 
and the wide scope which that work has covered. 


Please don't trouble yourself about my comments 
on the "News Review" article. Perhaps I made too much of 
it, but I am influenced by the fact that there will be a 
good deal of difficulty in persuading certain people that 
this piece of research you are now doing is to be taken 
seriously. This is particularly occasioned by the tie-up 
with the "Sunday Pictorial." My anxiety is simply not 
to add to these difficulties in any way which can be 
avoided. I am, as you know, most interested in this 
enquiry, and eager that it shall have the consideration 


it deserves as a serious piece of research in a very 
important field. 


I shall expect in -dué-course to-hear just what 
_ akrangenenta you have made for me between 10 and 12 noon 
f on 5rd. | 


With all best wishes, 


Yours sincerely, 


18th Mareh 1949. 


PRs Mace, eA», BsSo+y PheDe, 
National Marriage Guidance Council, 
78 Duke Street, 


Grosvenor Square, London, Wel. 


Deer Dr. ace, 


Many thenks for your better of l/th March. t am 
very sorry that you will not be able to go out with one of 
our Investigators, but em pleased to say that Cyril Bibby 
would like to do so end it has been arranged for him to go 
out one day next week. 


Our troubling ourselves with your comments on the 
ey article was for precisely the reason that you 
suggest, and we did not in any way treat your remarks as be- 
ing unduly carping. “e fully appreciate the difficulties 
of this survey and ites tie-up, end it is for thia reason that 
I eam as anxious es you are to do everything we can to in- 
crease the reputation both of Mess-Observation generally as 
e scientific organisation and of the sex survey in particular. 
The fact that Allen & Unwins seem likely to take the book will 
of course be e big fillip @n this direction. | 


i do hope you heave e good trip in Burope, and i hope 
re by the time you return the survey will be in its final 
StEeLeB. | | ) 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 
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148 Harvey STREET 


FROM TELEPHONE 
Dr. CLIFFORD ALLEN WELBECK 1207 LONDON, W.1 
(REGENTS PARK END) 

| 50. 10.49. 


oP” 
Dear Miss Lawson, 


Many thanks for allowing me to use the "Little Kinsey" 


T have used it this week and end and return it herewith. You shall have the ether 


A British Sex Survey in about /fortnight's time. 
vw 


Yours very sincerely, 


14th April, 1950 


Dr. Clifford Allen, 
148, Harley Street, 
London, We le 


Dear Dr, Allen, 


This is just a short note to let 
you know thet the promised book on the results 

of our sex survey is by no means dormant. It has 
roved far more difficult than we thought to turn 
he articles into the book of value thet we ho 

to produce, end in fact some three entire drafts 
have been prepared and thrown overboerd,. 


We ere now in the final stages, 
however, end I hope very shortly to be able to 
let you see it. I am just peters this letter 
to you to tell you thet our intentions ere by no 
means changed and that we are in no way content 
to let the important findings we have produced 
appear simply in the Sunday Pictorial. 


For your informetion, articles 
on this survey heave appeared in the International 
Journal of Sexology also the Public Opinion | 
p cant pet in America, I can lend you a copy of 
the latter if you would like to see it. 


Yours sincerely ® 


13th January 1949. 


Dr. Clifford Allen, 


148 Herley Street, 
London, Wels 


Dear Dr. Allien, 


Dr. Mace has, I believe, written to you during 
the last few days stating thet Mass-Observation is et the 
monent undertaking a survey of set in this country. 


I would very moh like to talk to you about this 
survey in the hope thet you may be able to give us assis~- 
tance in carrying it out, and wonder whether arrancemente 
could be made for me to see you some time. If I may I 
will give you a ring at the beginning of next week to see 
whether an appointment con be made. 


Dr. Mace, has, no doubt, mentioned to you the need 
for a confidential approach to this matter at this stage, 
but I hope you will forgive me if I re-emphasise ite As 
you will, of cours®f appreciate, there is a particular need 
for this in view of the background to this survey, 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


FROM TELEPHONE 148 HARLEY STREET 
Dr. CLIFFORD ALLEN WELBECK 1207 LONDON, W.1. 


(REGENTS PARK END) 


15.21.49. 


Dear Mr.kngland, 


Thank you very much for your letter. I have 
had a note from Dr.Mace regarding it and hase told him that 
I should be very happy to cooperate. 


If you will be kind enough to telephone early 
next week and fix an appointment convenient to you we can 


diseuss the various details. 


I apprec@ate that this is very confidential 


at the moment and will be very careful not to make any mention 
of it to others. 


It seems that this will be a most valuable and 
helpful enquiry and I am grateful to be allowed to help. 


Yours sincerely, 


a 


Cliifforé Allen. 


4 Jo Wehr . 


24th January 1949. 


Dr. Clifford Allen, 
148 Harley Street, 
London, Wels. 


Deer Dr. Allen, 


This is just a note to thank you very much for the 
co-operation you have promised us in our survey. I very 
much look forward to hearing from you about the use of the 
medical library and to coming with you to go through their 
files. | 


It has been suggested thet the best date for our 
first communel meeting would be Thursday, 3rd March, with, as 
elternative dates, 2nd or ist Mareh. I wonder if you eould 
let me know sometime soon whether these dates would be suit-~ 
able to you, as you will appreciate that it is necessary to 
Plan some way ahead for such a meeting. 


I am enclosing herewith a copy of our final question- 
naire in case it may be of interest to you. 


Yours sincerely, 


Aeting Director, 


FROM 


TELEPHONE 148 HARLey STREET 
Dr. CLIFFORD ALLEN 


WELBECK 1207 LONDON, W.1. 
(REGENTS PARK END) 


4020486 
Dear Mr. Imelani, 


Thank you so much for the lists of references which 
you have so kinily uneerthe’ for me. I have sent them to 
the librarian at the Royal Society of Medicine and asked 
him to tell me what books are available to us there. 

I have also askeil him to search out in the journals 


such references as he can fini begarding sex practice ani 


sex attituies in the general population. 


In tue course I will let you know the result. 


With best wishes, 


Yours very sincerely. 


Cliffor’? Allen, 


FROM 


TELEPHONE 
Dr. CLIFFORD ALLEN 


WELBECK 1207 


148 HARLEY STREET 
LONDON, W.1. 
(REGENTS PARK END) 


26.21.6496 
Dear Mr.ingland, 


Thank you for your letter and enclosed questionnaire 


it seems to be inoffensive and covers a lot of ground; the result 
should be most interesting. 

With regard to the communal meeting,Thursdays or 
Tuesdays are most suitable for me.On these days I work at the Ministry 
of Pensions but can arrange to miss time there if neeessary but to do 


so before 4.50. means I miss fees.This I am willing to do if it is 
essential but if others will meet at that time (ie 4.30 ) it would 


be most convenient for me.On Mondays,Wednesdays,and Fridays both 


mornings and afternoons I consuat and to miss time then means a heavy 


financial loss to me so if these can be avoided please arrange to do So. 


I have written to the Royal Society of eaicine 


and asked the Librarian to look out references for me.As soon as that 


is done ( it should take about a month) we can fix a time and go ahead 


to consult them.i am looking forward to doing that together. 


With best wishes, 


Yours very sincere 


C1aftfore Allen. 


ROYAL SOCIETY OF MEDICINE. — 


Telephone No. 
LANGHAM 2070 1, WIMPOLE STREET, 


LONDON, W.1 


From the Librarian : 
G. F. HOME 


e6th January, 1949, 


Dear Sir, 


In response to ycur request for 
references tO papers On normal and 
abnormal sex this fkeld is so enormous 
thet I have ventured to have photo- 
Stated a few of the lest volumes of 
the Quarterly Cumulative Index which 


will give ycu some idea of the size of 
this problem. 


I shall be happy to help ycu with 
any Of those which you care to choose 
from the enclosed lists. 


Yours fajthfully, 


y 


Librerian. 


C.E. Allen, Esq., M.D., 
148, Harley Street, 
London, W.1l. 


FROM 


TELEPHONE 148 Harvey STREET 
Dr. CLIFFORD ALLEN 


WELBECK 1207 LONDON, wW.1. 
(REGENTS PARK END) 


27.1. 49. 


Dear Mr. England, 


Unfortunately I have met a slight set-back with regard 
to the Royal Society of Medicine. The librarian has written the enclosed 
letter pointéng out that there is such an extensive literature of sex that 
unless we can be very specific we shall ee buried under the mass of pape s. 
I am not quite certain how we can define what we want. However, if I remenir 
r¢dightly there is a list of authors who have made sexual questionnaires mentioned 
in the front of Kinsey's book. Do you happen to have a copy? If you have perhaps 
you might look up the various authors and let me have the list of their nam s. 
Then I can ask for their references and we shall have everything we want. This 
would save much/searching about.I would do it gladly but it may take a month 
or so for the librarian to get me a copy of Kinsey's book ( I don't possess one 
myself ) and this will cause unnecessary delay. If you can't put your hand on 
a copy if you will let me know I will get the librarian to get one for me but 
this will hold us up a bit. 

With best wishes, 
Yours very sinceely. 


Pf 


= 


Clifford Allen. 


FROM TELEPHONE 148 HaRLey STREET 
Dr. CLIFFORD ALLEN WELBECK 1207 LONDON, W.1, 


(REGENTS PARK END) 


29 le 49 


Dear Mr. gland, 


Thank you for your telephone message. 


March Srd will suit me perfectly and I am grateful 


to you for so kindly seeking to arrange a time to 


suit my convenience. 


With best wishes, 


Yours very sincerely. 


Cliff Allen. 


* Ag SES Mies og $ arts 
Rete age we St 
Wiser at PISS 
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3rd February 1949. 


Dr. Clifford Allen, 
148 Herley Street, 
London, Wel. 


Dear Dr. Allen, 


Meny thenke for your letter of 27th and 29th Janu- 
ary. The 3rd Merch is now confirmed as the date for our 
meeting - the time will probably be about 6.30 pem I will 
let you know this during the scourge of the next week. 


I am enclosing herewith the list of the surveys re- 
ferred to by Kinsey in the historical introduction to his re- 
port. You will notice, indidentally, that they are all, with- 
out exception, American studies. I do hope that this is the 
information we want and once again I am very grateful for your 
help in this matter. Generally I think we can say that the 
big need is for studies of general populations (as opposed to 
medicel or hospital groups) both on sex practice and on sex 
attitudes. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


List of Studies of Sex Behaviour. 


Problems and principles of sex educa tien. M. J. Exner.  As- 
sociation Press, New York. 192% 


in a study of sexualism among a group of 


A summary of findings 
Tiscaent boys. 1918. 


one hundred de 


The effectiveness of certain social hygiene literature. P. S. 
Achilles. American Social Hygiene Association. 1923. 


On the psych@@e@xuality of college graduate men. Further studies 
in the psycho-sexuality of college graduate men. M. W. 
Peck and F. Le Wells. 19235 & 1925. 


The biology of population eresth. R. Pearl. Alfred A. Knopf, 
New York. 1925. 


xpUMMMMMes of boyhood. W. L. Hughes. Journal of Social 


Factors in the sex life of twenty-two bundred women. kK. B. 
Davis. Harper & Bros, New York & London. 1929. 


Sex 


A research in marriage. G- V. Hamilton. A. & 6. Boni, New 
York. 1929. 


Wheat is wrong with marraige. G. V. Hamilton and K. MeecGowan. 
A. & GC. Boni, New York. 1929. 


A thousand marrieges. R. L. Dickinson end L. Beam. Williams 
& Wilkins Co., Baltimore. 1931. 


A critique of sublimation in males. WW. 5S. Taylor. 1933. 


| The single woman. RR. L. Dickinson end L. Beam. Williams & 
Wilkins Co., Baltimore. 1934. 


! Factors in the sex life of seven hundred psychopathic women. 
| F. M. Strakosch. State Hospitals Press, Utica, N.Y. 


1934. 


Youth and Sex. D. D. Bromley and F. H. Britten. Herper and 
Bros., New York and London. 1938. 


Psychological factors in marital happiness. oe - 
MeGraw Hill Book Co., New York and ate saa 19 


ae et al. 


a. , » 
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Problems and principles of sex education. M. J. Exner. As- 
sociation Press, New York. 1935. 


A summery of findings in a study of sexualism among a group of 
one hundred delinquent boys. 1918. 


The effectiveness of certain social hygiene literature. fF. S. 
Achilles. American Social Hygiene Association. 1923. 


On the psychodsexuality of college graduate men. Further studies 


in the psycho-sexuality of college graduate men. Me We 
Peck and F. L. Wells. 1923 & 1925. 


The biology of population growth. R. Pesrl. Alfred A. Enopf, 
New York. 1925. : 


I tetas We L. Hughes. Journal of Social 
1926. 


Factors in the sex life of twenty-two hundred women. K. Be 
Devis. Harper & Bros, New York & London. 19259. 


A research in marriage. G. V. Hamilton. A. & C. Boni, New 
York. 1929. 


Whet is wrong with marreige. G. V. Hamilton and K. MacGowan. 
A. & C. Boni, New York. 1929. 


A thousand marrieges. RK. L. Dickinson and L. Beam Williams 
& Wilkins Co., Baltimore. 1931. 


A critique of sublimation in males. i. Ss Taylor. 1933+» 


The single woman. kK. le Dickinson and lL. Beam Williams & 
Wilkins Co., Beltimore. 1934. 


Fectors in the sex life of seven hundred psychopsthic women. 
1934: Strakosch. State Hospitels Press, Utica, N.Y. 


Youth and Sex. 0D. D. Bromley and F. H. Britten. Herper and 
Bros., New York and London. 1938. 


Psychologicel factors in maritel happiness. i. i. Terman et al. 
MeGraw Hill Book Co., New York and London. 1936. 


Lis 


Early sex information and its influence on later sex concepts. 


K. M. Peterson. Unpublished manuscript in Library of 
University of Colorado. 1938. 


Sex in development. CG. Landis et al. Paul B. Hoeber, New 
York and London. 1940. | 


Personality and sexuality of the physically handicapped woman. 
C. Landis and M.M. Bolles. Peul B. Hoeber, New York and 
London. 1942. | 


The sex information of younger boys.  G. V.. Ramsey. American. 
Journal of @rthopsychiatry. 1943. 


The sexusl development of boys. G. V. Ramsey. American Jour- 
nal of Psychology. 1943. 


Sex beliefs and practices among male college students. F. W. 
Pinger. J- Abn. Soc. Psych. 1947. 


The sex life of unmarried men. LL. B. Hohman and B. Schaffner. 
American Journal of Soc. 1947. 


Sexual Behsviour in the hugan male. A. CGC. Kinsey, W. B. Pomer- 
oy and C. E. Martin. W. B. Saunders Co., Philadelphia 
and London. 1948. | 


aC of Sex Behavi ou 


Early sex information and its influence on later sex soncepts. 
K. M. Peterson. Unpublished manuseript in Library of 
University of Colorado. 1938. 


Sex in development. C. Landis et al. Paul B. Hoeber, New 
York end London. 1940. 


Personality and sexuality of the physically handicapped woman. 
CG. Landis and M.M. Bolles. Paul B. Hoeber, New York and 
London. 1942. 


The sex information of younger boys. 4G. V. Remsey. American 
Journal of @rthopsychiatry. 1945. 


The sexusl development of boys. 4G. V. Ramsey. aAmeriesn Jour- 
nal of Psychology. 1943.6 


Sex beliefs and practices among male college students. Pe We 
Pinger. Je Abme SOG. Paychs 1947<« 


The sex life of unmarried men. LL. B. Hohman and 8B. Schaffner. 
Anericen Journal of Soe. 1947> 


Sexuel Beheviour in the hugen male. A. C. wipe Ws Be. Pomer- 


oy and C. EB. Martin. We B. Saunders CO-e, Ph 
and London. 1948. 
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14th February 1949. 


Dr. Clifford Ailen, 
148 Hsrley Street, 
London, Wei. 


Deer Dr. Allen, 


This just to confirm in writing that 
our first meeting will be at 6.30 p.m. on 
3rd Merch. 


i cannot tell you yet where the meet- 
ing will take place, but will let you 
know during the course of this week, when 
at the seme time i hope to be able to 
send you 9 rough cutline of the idea of 
the survey es it is now conceived. De- 
fore the meeting, too, we should be able 


to heve the first results of the question- 
neilre. 


The books thet 1 borrowed in your 
name have really been most valuable and 
I intend to return them soue tine in the 
middle of the week. I will let you know 
when they are finally returned. 


Yours sincerely, 


+ 


Acting Director. 


24th February 1949. 


Dr. Clifford Allen, 


146 Harley Street, 
Lon@gon, Wee 


Dear Dr. Allen, 


kr. Englanc has asked me to send you 
these notes on the survey and some of the 
first results. 


He elso esked me to let you know that 
the meeting will take place on Thursdcy, 
3rd March at the Rembrendt Hotel, Thurice 
Pisce, 5.¥.7+ where s room hes been booked. 


‘Yours sincerely, 


Secretary. 


Dr. Clifford Allen, 
148 Harley Street, 
London, Wei. 


Dear Dr. Allen, 


L wonder if you wouid be geod enough to look at the 
enclosed answer to the sex habit cuastionnaire which we re- 
ceived from a member of our Penel. We have received a few 
fairly lencthy narratives of this deseription and would 
rather like your professional opinion - if it possible to 
judge from such scenty evidence - as to the chances of this 
mean being an exhibitionist or elternetively of telling the 
simple truth. Most people have contented themselves with 
enswers to the simple questions and there seems no reason to 
doubt their honesty in onswering them. But the few that have 
gone to some length to explain thetr sexual activities are at 
any rate open to charges of being exhibitionists, and as a | 
result we sre not quite sure how meh reliability can be siven 
to their answers. | 


There is no hurry et all ebout returning this ques- 
tionnaire, and it may be thst the information ie too slight 
anyway. But we would appreciate your comments on ite | 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


NAS ~ “SGT LAN 


FROM TELEPHONE 148 HarRrey STREET 
Dr. CrIFFORD ALLEN WELBECK 1207 LONDON, W.1 


(REGENTS PARK END) 


30. 40 49 


Dear Mr. England, 


Thank you for your letter. I think that the Pio Bie iy 

to your questionnaire seemed perfectly sincere. They are or ge ays" ne sto 4 
the writer is a mild pervert of a rather polymorphous type bu cients eg her taro 
exhibitionist it is worth while using what he says. Not everyone who wu let O) 

arily exhibitionistic,however, many obsessional people tee i aivers 
p cai Lees sufficiently in brief questions and answers and these ig a 
as athe « few pages to clarify their views. I think that rr. rigs Mb Peal 
oul xhibitionists by the obvious enjoyment they have in descri : ney 
teri a the minute details in which they delight. It seems to -; — 
ae oe oe the enclosed questionnaire is somewhat exhibitionistic “ae boone i. 
Teiaae sal masturbation before a woman and takes an interest in the ae 
Seuniass to gi Tf you wished it might be worth while putting all these bt : 
gt ag pe agai tioned notes into a separate class and treating them Ng poll 
Waibesicak elie tendenctes-I should certainly use what they say since mo 


| incereé. 
you will find them s I hope these brief notes help. 


Yours very sincerely 


FROM 


TELEPHONE 
Dr. CLIFFORD ALLEN 


148 Harvey STREET 
WELBECK 1207 


LONDON, W.?1 
(REGENTS,.PARK END) 


27.5.49. 
Dear Mr. Ingland, 
Thank you for the further re-writes for the 
Sunday ‘Pictorial. They seem a straightforward presentation of the material 


you have obtained . Your material seems valuable to me and adequately 


presented. I cannot think of any alteration which I can make to improve 
he 


e's 
” 


With regard to my qualifications. These are 
MoD. ,M.R.C.P.,D.P.M. If you wish to add anything further I am Physician 


in Charge of the Psychiatric Department of the Seamen's Hospital Greenwich 


and Psychiatrist to the Ministry of Pensions. 


Yours very sincerely, 


FROM 


Dr. CLIFFORD ALLEN incor 8 148 ‘Hantey Street 
o7 LONDON, w.1 
a 7 


(REGENTS PARK END) 


172 5. 49. 


Thank you for the copy of the Sunday Pictorial 
survay. I have been so overwhelmed with work for the last two or three days that 


I have not had time to acknewledge it and have had no time to read it yet. I am 
most grateful end willwite later if I can think of any helpful sugvestions. 


With best wishes, 


Yours very sigcerely. 


—_ 


Clifford Allen. ; 


Dr. Clifford Allien, 
148 Herley Street, 
London, Wel. 


Deer Dr. Allen, 


Many thenke for your letter of 
27th Mey, end forgive me for not an- 
swering before. 


I en very gled you like our nmeter- 
lel, and I hope thet the book will be 
es setisfectory es the articles. 


Yours sincerely, 


FROM TELEPHONE 148 Harrevy STREET 
Dr. CLirrForD ALLEN WELBECK 1207 LONDON, W.1 


(REGENTS PARK END) 


14. 6-6 49. 


Dear Mr. England, 


Thank you for the further papers on"Prostitution" 
I have no comment to make except that they are excellent. It seems to me 
that Mass Observation is doing the work well and that it is not necessay 
for the assessors to meet jointly unless anything unforeseen turmms up. 

May I ask that if my name is used in either the book 
or in the Sunday Pictorial articles that it should merely be given with 


my degrees and not with any laudatory description such as one sometimes sees 


in books and papers. Such would be untrue and would be unprofessional in any 


Cage. Yours very sincerely 
| ya 


“Yi Clifford 411. 


FROM : TELEPHONE 148 Harvey Street 
Dr. CLIFFORD ALLEN WELBECK 1207 LONDON, W.1 


(REGENTS PARK END) 


Ze Ge 496 
Ser Dear Mr. Ingland, 


Thank, you for so kindly allowing me to see the proofs of 
the Sunday Pictorial Articles. I find nothing objectionable in them and think 
that they are adequate although,as usual in this kind of journalism, somewhat 
lurid in presentation. The title of the prostitution article is the truth and 
if people dislike it they are objecting to what everybody knows is actuality. 

should leave it as it is. 
I think the idea of a synopsis of the book is a good one and am 
willing to read it and,if it is desired,attend a meeting to discuss it. 


Yours very sincerely, 


17th February 1949. 


148 etes Street, 
— Wel 


Dear Dr. Allen, 


I am comin herewith the receipts 
to indicate thet the two books you bor- 
rowed for us have been returned to the 
Royel Soctety of Medicine. 


Once egein, thank you very moh 
for the loan of them. We heve mede 
pretty extensive netes on them téth 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


24th August 1949. 


Dr. Clifford Allen, 
148 Harley Street, 
ndon, Wele 


Dear Dr. Allien, 


I am enclosing ith a copy of the outline of 
our book on sex which has \sed to you for some 
time. We shall be very grateful for any comments you have 
to make on it. 


: Mr. England is away on holiday at the 
time end asked me to apologise to you for the fact that he 
oe gow gy send this synopsis you personally before 
he lefte. 


Yours sincere. 


FROM 


TELEPHONE 148 Harvey StTrReEEet 
Dr. CLIFFORD ALLEN WELBECK 1207 LONDON, W.1 
(REGENTS PARK END) 
4 
2060 $549. 


‘eo Dear Miss Lawson, 


Thank you for your letter. I do not think that I can make 
any useful suggestions regarding the book - This like all the rest of your 
work appears to #e to be admirable. 


Yours sincerely 


Clifford Allen. 


27th October 1949. 


Dr. Clifford Allen, 


148 Harley Street, 
London, Wel. 


Dear Dr. Allen, 


iy. England has asked me to send you the en- 


closed articles based on the material we collected during 
the sex survey. | 


There is no return of the 


a. 


manuscript entitled AlBritish Sex Survey (though we should 


lave completely 
e Little Kinsey 


back as soon as possible? 


Yours sincerely, 


Secretary. 


23rd September 1949, 


David Re Mace, ESQ, Meshes B.So«, PheDe, 
Drew University, 

Madison, 

Neds, UseSeA>» 


Many thanks indeed for your letter of 25th July, 
and I do hope you are enjoying your new life in the U.S.4.- 


This is really simply a formal acknowledgement of 
your letter, though 1 most veriteinly will send you an ade 
vance copy of the bock on sex when we have the final manu- 
soript, but the writing of it has taken rather longer than 
we anticipated due to the considerable number of correlations 
that were required. 


Thank you, by the way, for your encouragement on 
the way we went about this surveys J think it might interest 
you to know that despite the medium in which the dosurent 
first saw the light of day we have had very little criticiaem 
apart from oe few Fanel wembers who disliked their case his- 
tories appearing in this way. It hag not, quite naturally, 
raised a great deal of serious interest as yet, but we hope 
that such interest will arise when it does appear in book forn, 


If there is any other information you would like 
about it before the manuscript is ready do please let us know 
and we shall be only too pleased to provide it. 


Yours sincerely, 


FROM TELEPHONE 148 Harvey STREET 
Dr. CLIFFORD ALLEN WELBECK 1207 LONDON, W.1 
(REGENTS PARK END) 


Ge Se She 
Dear Mr. Ingland, 

Thank you for your letter. I agree that it would be unwise 
to try toproduce a book from the sexual data which you obtained unless you have a 
sufficiency of information to warrant it. To my mind it would be much better to 
produce a pamphlet rather in the style of. a Blue Book written in serious style with 
the statistics given on separate pages.The sort of book I have in mind is the Blue 
Book produced every two years by H.M. Commissioners ofPrisons which gives statistics 
regarding offences.etc. I feel sure that you will get more appreciation than by oreheetil 


' &@ sensational account. With best wishes, 
Yours very sincerely, 


; 


Clifford Allen. 


a ee, 
17.4 50. 


Dear Mr. Ingland, 


Very many thanks for your legter. I am locking 
forward to the book but know how things are delayed now days. I saw your 
paper in the Journal of Sexology: I expect ‘ie one in the Publie: Opinion 
ees ay is much the same so I will not borrow it. 


I hope you have a great success with the book 


when it finally appears. 


With best wishes, 


th, 


Yours very sincerely 


VAL GEUAVIOUR 


. 
: 
. 
§ 
i 
3 
ore 
& ‘ 
3 
| 
* 
q 
ihe 
Bi 
- 
b — “a. 
re 
Py 
es » 
a 
ge 
~ 
‘ 
ye 
a 
ete te 
™ 
% 
. 
\ - 
* . 
_ 
eee 
a 
* : 
he 
- 
‘ 
: 
i ca 
. 
* ¥ : 
_—, ~ i - 
ia» * e 
#3 
® ~ 
Pie. Wwe > : 
4 - Y . 
FSe rt ‘ 
: " & 
: * 
ge 
. Gases. 
aoa ¥ 
> "4 o 
* 
7 7 
3 Py me 
: 
“> 
Sac 
ef & p 
+S - ¥ 
r eae : ni 
~ 4 % 
et” 
> 
¥ 
os 
Pad i 
~ <n. 
i A 
; 
- 
sa 
an 
- 
. 


Tinie 


ee 


Li” Se Ae & LAD F. 


llth Jenuery 1949. 


Mrs. Eva M. Hubback, . 
19 Wellgerth Road, 
London, N.W.11. 


Dear Mre. Hubback, 


Mess-Observation is, at the moment, commencing a 
survey on certain aspects of sex in this country, and we 
are anxious in this survey to have the co-operation of ex- 
pertse in this field. I was very delighted when funching 
with Dr. David Mace yesterday to hear him suggest your name 
as somebody who would be interested, and I am writing to. 
ask you whether perhaps I could meet you some time to ex- 
Plain the survey in rather more detail. 


What we would like is technical advice on our 
findings, and perhaps I could give you a ring later on this 
week to fix a meeting at which we could discuss the matter - 
rather more fully. 


Yours sine erely, 


Acting Director. 


a ae eS — 


| Mrs. Eva M. Hubback, 


24th January 1949. 


19 Wellgerth Roed 
London, NeW»12. ’ 


Deer Mys. Hubback, 


This is just ea note to sey thank you very much for 
your interest in our survey . . do hope that our results 
will be of value. It has gested that the best date 
for our first communal neottie ouut be Thursday, 3rd March, 
with, as alternative detes, 2nd or lst March. Porongry 
ou would let me know sometime soom whether these detes would 
suitable to you, as you will appreciste thet it is neses- 
sery to plen some way ahead for such a meeting. 


I em enclosing a copy of our final questionnaire in 
cese it may be of interest to you. 


Mrg. Robertson is coming to one our —— ae a 


to discuss the possibility of using the Powers | 

sneg thet I did not see when I was discussing it ey you is 
the fact that your questionnaire is rather too long to be 
coded on one Powers card. But I hope that some compromise 
arrangement can be made if tabulation would be of any value, 


Yours sincerely, 


> Metta 


oe 


ee ee 


—— 


From Mrs. HUBBACK, 19. WELLGART' 


will try — 
bad time for me. ith 


be better for me. 


Perma tee en — Ee — 
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% Mrs. E. M. HUBBACK, 19, WELLGARTH ROAD, GOLDERS GREEN, N.W.11. SPE 1294, 


A a ae “Thank you for your circular with the suggested 
' - *{Gutline for articles, I have a few comments to make on these: 


, 


¢ 
Sie, 


‘ 


at 


Jee ae 


~  d1. Attitude to Sex. Could not the end of the first paragraph 
oe read "sex, right or wrong and/or pleasant or unpleasant and/or ; 
*-* valuable or harmful", The suggestion is as it stands that ; 
: sex is bad. | | 


Agta na 


Ngo 8 


bE 


ce | Sub-para.2. Might you include "men and women' 


ee: oy Knowledge of Sex. It should be shown that sex education 
ees should consist pirely of factual knowledge of physiological make- 
wp and processes and partly of education in standards of valves. 
-_-—~—Cshe «question should be at what ages should sex education of 
.. @ifferent kinds best be given, ao | 


Be sa 3, ‘The Position To-da ay. iwonder what picture of facts can 
be a Oe shown by statistics and how standards of sexual behaviour 


_—~—CS eompare not only with the last generation, but with previous 
ee SON VUPLOSB such as the* eighteenth, 
ee Sub- a 2. FT suppose the importance of adultery is 


_. related to attitudes, or does it mean how important a case 
pee OP divorce this is, It is ambiguous. 


Yours sincerely, 
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13th June 1949. 


Mrs. Ee M. Hubback, 
19 Wellgerth Road, 
Golders Green 
London, NWelle 


Dear Mre. Hubbeck, 


| Meny thenks for your letter of 2nd dune. I am 

sorry I heve not answered it earlier. I am elso sorry 
thet our telephone is so busy, but we have not yet managed 
to get a second line. 


We fully appreciate your point about children 
betng born in wedlock not being legitimate, and have amended 
the wording to cover it. Thank you for pointing it out. 

I am also discussing with Mrs. Hume more recent figures that 
I believe ere avellable on this point. 


You mey heve discovered by this time thet we did 
ut a note on our last Directive asking any housewives on our 
enel to get in touch with you direct, and I hope this has 


hed some effect. Incidentally, we have not yet hed oO 
mmisetion from Mrs. Robertson.’ eeS Se one ee 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 
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13th January 1949. 


Rev. G. Le Russell, M.B., CheB., 
Room 25: ee. | | 
Church C, 

Deans Yard, 

London, S.W.1. 


Dear Dr. Russell, 


Dr. Meee has, I believe, written to you during 
the lest few deys stating that Mess-Observation is at the 
moment underteking » survey Of sex in this country, 


 { would very moh like to talk to you about this 
survey in the hope thet you may be able to give us assis- 
tance in cerrying it out, and wonder whether arrangements 
could be made for me to see you some time. if I may I 
will give you e ring at the beginning of next week to see 
whether an appointment can be made. 


Dy. Mece hes, no doubt, mentioned to you the need 
for a confidential approech to this matter at this stage, 
but I hope you will forgive me if I re-emphasise it. As 
you will, of course, appreciate, there is a particular need 
for this in view of the background to thia survey. 


i | Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


.*CHURCH OF ENGLAND MORAL WELFARE COUNCIL. 
CHURCH HOUSE, DEAN’S YARD, LONDON, S.W. 1. 


3 FROM THE EOUCATION SECRETARY: Telephone: ABBEY 4355. 
: THe Rev. G. L. RUSSELL, M.B., Cu.B. : 


: 1i8th January.,1949. 


| Dear Sir, 


i Se | 
/ 


to r.Russgell. He is out of Town until the end of the 


week but your letter will be placed before him immediately 
upon his return when he will doubtless write and make 


an appointment. 


write to acknowledge receipt of your letter | 


| Yours sincerely, 


RW MV Ab 


: Secretary to Dr.Russell. 


L.®.England,Esqa. 
Mass Observation, 
7, Kensington Church Court. 


V V « ‘ .< 


ten 


ga A tg iS 


20th Jeuuary 1949. 


Rev. G@. Ls Russell 


M.B., CheBe, 
Church of Bagland fioral 


elfare’ Couneil, 


for se terday anf auggoeved next ursday » 

will be very-suiteble for me, with the 
single proviso that i may heve to be out 
of for two days at the end of next 
ancl. This is most unlikely, however 
but I think you ought to be warned in ad- 
Vance. 


Unless I hear from you again, there- 

I very much look f rd to seeing 
presumably et Church House? ) on 
Thursday of next week. 


Yours sincerely, 


on 


; Spas ny 


FROM THE EDUCATION | 
THE REV. G. L. RUSSEL 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND MORAL WELFARE COUNCIL 
ROOM 251, CHURCH HOUSE, DEAN’S YARD, LONDON, S.W.1. 


Telephone: ABBEY 4355 


CATION SECRETARY : 
RUSSELL, M.B., CH.B. 


22nd January.,1949. 


Dear Mr England , 


In confirmation of our telephone 


conversation this morning I write to say I have 
made an appointment for you to lunch with Dr. : : 
Russell at 12.45 p.m. on Thursday next, 27th January. 


Yours sincerely, 


RACK Ace 


Secretary to Dr.Russell. 


L.R.England,Esq. 
Mass-Obdservation, 
7, Kensington Church Court, 


wW.S. 


Rev. G. Le — u.8., CheBs, 
Chureh of aaprone Moral Welfere’ Council, 
hurgh House, 

Dean's Yard, 
— es 


This is just to confirm thet the first 
meeting of phe committee to discuss Mase- 
ervetion' s sex survey will take 
«30 Dem. On ra Marek. . 


te ceeinit ne — 


24th February 1949. 


Rev. G. Le Russell 
Inurch of Sagland 
Sean *s Yard, 

London, S.W.1. 


Deer Dr. Russell, 


Mr. Bngland has asked me to send 
you these notes on the survey 


of the first results. 


and some 

He aiso asked me to let you know 
thet the meeting fiaed for Thursday next, 

xe Merch will take place at the Ren- 

re Hotel, Thurloe Place, S.ii.7., 
where s room hes been booked. 


M.B., ChB, 
ioral bltses'e Council, 


Yours sincerely, 


14th April, 1950. 


Dre Ge Le Russell, 
Furse Hill House, 
Redhill, 

Surrey « 


Dear Dr. Russell, 


This is just a short note to let 
you know thet the promised book on the results 
of our sex survey is by no meang dormant. ft has 
roved far more difficult than we thought to turn 
ie erticles into the book of value thet we hope 
tc produce, and in feot some three entire drefts 
have been prepered and thrown overbocrd, 


 We-are now in the final stages, 
however, and I hope very shortly to be able to 
let you see it. am just writing thie iwtter 
to you to 4311 you thet our intentions are by no 
means changed and thet we are in no way content 
to let the important findings we have produced 
appeer simply in the Sunday Pictorial, 


For your informetion, articles 
on thie survey heve appeared in the international 
Journal of Sexol ana 2180 the Public Opinion 
Quarterly in America. I can lend you a copy of 
the letter if you would like to see it. 


Yours sincerély, 


FROM DR.G.L.RUSSELL 


e 


FURZE HILL HOUSE, 


May | 16th . 1949 REDHILL. 


TEL. REDHILL 3879. 


Dear Mr England 


SEX SURVEY 


I have only two comments on the four 
articles you sent me, one of which I made 
over the phone today to your colleague, Mr 
Lister (?). They are these:- 


Article 1 p. 21 (last 3 lines); while of 
i course it is true that on divorce | 

(or, to be more accurate, re-marria 

divorce) “the Church is not unite 

uite incorrect to say that the 

has "no very clearly defined attitude 

official attyfde has been most clearly 

by the Convocations (in 1936 and 1938), 

is embodied in the rule that no divoreed | 


in church, Whether one agrees with this or no 
it is a quite definite attitude and laid 
authority. Naturally individual Anglicans di 
from the official view; but that is another 
I suggest that this para, can be put right : 
by omitting the words “such as the Church 0: 
England” 


Article 4. I hope the detailed "girl's s 
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to secure, I need not elaborate further, putt \ 
‘want to say quite emphatically that I am sure 
it. would be an erromof judgment to include it, 
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19th Mey 1949, 


Pr, a, Les Russell, 
arse Hill House, 
Redhill. 


‘Dear Pr. Ruesell, 


% Meany thenks indeed for your letter of 16th May. 
Tt wae very remias of me not to heve consulted you on offi-~ 
ciel Church ettitudes before sending this meterial out, for 
{1% wes something on which I wes far from sure. Your note 
on the ettitude of the Church does make the position clearer 


ene T heve mede the necesssry emendment. 


Ae for the girl's story in Article 4, you will see 
when I send yo the Sunday version thet it has been 
eimoet entirely cut. nt! ully epprectete your point of 
view I do cuery whether tt Salad to be left ous entirely of 
the book, This et wee not selected because of its sen- 
setionaltem, but simply beceuse one of our investigators mon- — 
ered to obtein the confidences of three weitresses in one hotel 
in Middlesbrough where he steyed for elmost e year in the 
course of a different survey lest year. | We chose the most 


clearly expressed of the Capes eccounts I edmit, but the 
other two ciris hed hed ¥ stutler experiences. I would 


heve thought thie sort of s was not unduly uncommon. 


— ‘Nevertheless, es fer es the book is concerned} this 
te-exectly the sort of metter which I feel ought to be dis- 


cussed at en Assessors’ meeting. As fer os Sunday _P. 
igi erticle te « a you will be able to see 


ortiy whether you think their version is sensational or —_, 
Let me repest, incidentelly, thet I do fully understend your 
potnt of view end I em es enxious es you ere thet no material 
should be tneluded sbout which cherges of sensationalism can be 


Yours sincerely, 


FROM Or.G.L.RUSSELL 


OG, HARLEY STREET, : FURZE HILL HOUSE, 


ON Ri a qv'7 May 30 .1949 REDHILL. 


c 


on et eeereey | SaaS pare 


Sex, Survey 


Phiri you. ‘for your: Letter of 26th, ay. Mea 
I should’ prefer to be described as Dr, G@.L, Russell. 
-sinee' I have now in fact returned to medical | 
practice and am generally known by ‘this title, 
Bhi it is not @ matter of great aiatins oie ated 


| there are’ a. dinber’ of points: in relation to 
the further articles enclosed with your letter ° 
to:which I: want to draw attention, in the 
article saa 


Marriage - Love outside Marriage: ae gant 95 


on p. 2 (bottom) it is stated that "59 men 
- and" women in every 100 had had..vetc.": I don't. 
‘ gee. that: this figure is of. much value without the 
' - pexeratio. to amplify it - i.e, unless’ we are told 
What: ‘proportion of “the 100 is male, and what fonelé, 


5 De 5 4 lines from betton, dupa ehek. the girl 
reveals. can hardly be called “a strangely prudish 
 )..estreak" ! What needs to be brought out is the . 
concern for "what people would say" in a person 
whose personal morals do not prohibit: this Bort... 
of behaviour, But’ the. tone ten, is not ene of 
(Maredianesss. at all, Aen ae ee ge 
nee 6 S: ‘Lines ‘trom. otto "People. 
. education. are ‘much more in favour of 
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their equivalent). 


f. that "recent freedom. and knowledge have been more to 


ye 


other advantages which undoubtedly bear on marriage - . 
e.g. the chances are that if they have had sex education. 
they have come from emotionally stable and happy ys 
homes and schools - which has very much more to do with ° 


their attitude to marriage than any "sex education” as 
such, 


5,9 last par. I cannot for a moment accept 
the gratuitous suggestion which is contained in the 
last sentence, It is not "more likely” but "quite 
certain" that "there is today more tolerance or passive 
acceptance. of practices denounced by our grandfathers". 
But this has no relevance whatever to the question — 
whether or not there is at the same time "increasing 
moral laxity” - at least no relevance to the form of 
the statement made here, Il suggest that this most 
misleading and unscientific gtatement be amended by 
inserting, in the first me «a "not" after the 
word "may" (or amending the sentence so that it runs: 
"may or may not be"); and in the second sentence, begin 
with the words "At least it is certain that..." \or 


Article: ARB OUR MORALS ON THE DECLINE ? 


De. 2 7th. para. The unqualified statement 


women's benefit" would be contested by a great many 
psychologists, and others 3! 


De S nedgessary to use the terms "pessimists” 
and "optimists" in this context ? They are bound to 
imply a moral judgment not on the views stated but on 
those who hold them (if they are labelled thus), which 
1 should think most undesirable in what purports to be 
a purely factual survey. .Some people think things are 
better; some think them worse, But it is most misleading 
to call the first “optimists” and the second. "pessimists" 


p. 8 I think the first par. is again misleading, 
What is presumably meant is that "fear of social 
censure" is a more powerful factor in determining sex 
behaviour in Churchtown than. it is in Steeltown, But 
this is not said, The statement as it stands is a mere 


ee 


platitude; for naturally "fear of social censure" is a 
controlling factor everywhere, not just in Churchtown, or 
for that matter Steeltown. Further, to isolate this one 
factor (as this statement does) suggests inevitably that 
it is the maan, if not only, factor which accounts for the 
difference between the Steeltown and Churchtown patterns, 
If you are going to be really scientific you must surely 
suggest the possibility that other factors, (e.g. that in 
Churchtown there may be a higher proportion of convinced 
and practising Christians than is the case in Steeltown; 
and that their behaviour is governed not only by "social 
censure" but also by personal conviction). , 
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450 VERY FRANK MEN AND WOMEN 


p. 7 Srd. para. J mention this because it completely 
contradicts the statement on which I have commented 
adversel¥ above. It cannot be true tak both that 
"married men and women who desire extra-marital relations 
but restrain their desires do so because of loyalty and lave 
for their spouse" and that "social censure” (which has 
nothing to do with love and loyalty) is "the controlling 
factor". I recognise that the two statements are not intend- 
ed as strictly parallel; but they will be taken as such, 
and if so cannot be reconciled. this seems to be a partic- 
ularly glaring example of the error of taking just one 
factor which governs behatiour and describing it as though 
it were the only one, 


p. 9 Are "erotic" day-dreams meant to be the same q | 
as “romantic"™ day-dreams ? One would think not since two 
different terms are used; but the context suggests that they 
are used for the same phenomenon. aia 


Sr. ee : . oe . ; 
we * it a ap ae Ne Kyl. ee 


Forgive this very hurried letter. I write on the eve 
of leaving London for two weeks, during which I shall not 
be able to deal with correspondence at all. I hope the 
above points may be at any rate considered, 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND MORAL. WELFARE COUNCIL 
ROOM 251, CHURCH HOUSE, DEAN’S YARD, LONDON, S.W.1. 


‘FROM THE “cL SESEL PPE he Telephone: ABBEY 4355 
THE Rev. G. L. RUSSELL, M.B., CH.B. ; 


age 
29th August ey 1949, 


Dear Miss Lawson, 


; Thank you for sending me the outline of the book 
on sex based on the recent survey. 


The only comment which occurs to me is on the use 
of the two terms “influence of the Church",and, "influence 
of religion". There is nothing in the context to show 
whether they are intended to be equivalent, or not. I think 
it ought to be made clear that they are not in fact inter- 
changeable. The influence of the Church Is mainly, though 
not exclusively, upon the attitudes,standards and behaviour 
of regular Church members. The influence of religion is 
fay more pervasive and difficult to assess;but It undoubtedly 


-determines,both for good and ill, the views, and, therefore, 


the conduct of a great many who would certainly not call 
themselves “Church” people. I wonder if this point could 
be brought out. : 


Yours sincerely, 


Miss F.C.Lawson, 
Mass-Observation Ltd. 


7,Kensington Guared: Conny, 
ataba’ i 


3lst August 1949. 


Rev. @.» Le Russell MeBs, CheBe, 
Chureh of England ioral. Welfare Council, 
Poe 251, 
Dean's House, 
Yard, "London, SeWels 


Dear Dre Russell, 
Thank you for your letter of 29th August. 


I will make sure that your comment on the ou 
line of the book on sex is brought to Mr. mngiand s 


se 
on his return from his holiday. 


Yours sincerely, 


Secretary « 
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20th January 1949 


T.S. Stallabrags, Esq, 
Cliftone, | 
7, Hew Square, 

Lincoln's Inn, 
LOBDON W.Cele 


Dear Mr. Stallabrass, 


I enclose a copy of our 
questionnaire on the subject of sex 
morality, that Mr. England mentioned 
to you yesterday. 


Yours sincerely, 


MASS -OBSERVATI ON, 
‘, Kensington Church Court, 
LONDON wW.8. 


2 7GE May, 1949 ° 


Mass-Observation, an indenendent, scientific 
organisation conducting research with pcovie's opinions, be- 
haviour and attitudes, has recently been making a large-scale 
nation-wide survey of people's opinions on sex and associated 
topics. It hanvened that you were one of the 2000 veople 
selected at random all over Great Britain to answer questions 
on these subjects; and at the Same time you were generous 
enough to agree to receive a further ee would 
ask you more personal questions about your sex habits as well 
as your Opinions. It you are still prepared to receive this 
questionnaire, which will be Sent to you by post, we shall be 
grateful if you will let us know by filling in the enclosed slip 
and posting it to us as quickly as nossible. 


We emphasise that any information vou give us 
will be treated with tho strictest contidcnce ‘and anonymity. 
In no C8 will wo ever publish or on meee ma 78 use of names 


a 


nor whee ataroas Woon Se “FinatT iT ior in Wr Cee 
naire. We want to aiscovor how many ‘people “a0 one thing and 
how many poople do another; it is oniy as a mecns to this end 


that we have to approach individual people. 


se We feel that this work is of the greatest 
interest and usefulness, and would be very gratetul for your 
further co-operation. 


MASS -OBSERVAT ION. 


January, 1949 


Toall whom it mayconcern. 


The bearer of this letter is an accredited mmmarx Permanent/temporary 
member of Mass-—Observation’s field staff, and carries in addition to 
an 
this letter/identyty card issued by this anmganisation. 
Mass-Observation, witkghk a xeepukabie research organisation 

Objective and disinterested 

of international repute, is at present engaged in an/enquiry into 

present gka day standards of sex morality, faksxongukey the results 


obtained from which will be placed before AWXaABARENKEX a professioanlly 


wiltc 
qualified Board of Assessors. Tidreport dealing this enquiry will be : 
made public in SHE course ,af-underthe joint adsis of this—Board—ané | 


Mess—Obseryetiots The fieldwork involved in this survey includes id 189) 


personal enquiries by means of questionnaires of cross-sections of the 
individual ' 
general public who are invited to cooperate, All such/material obtained . 


oO 
is treated as confyential and strictly anonymousxyx. 


Further information may be obtained and all enquiries atrenked S05 | 


Te seateeraigned | . 


oe 


TELEPHONE: CHANCERY 8991. 


CLIFTONS ee 7, NEW SQUARE, 
AMBROSE E. APPELBE, m.a.,.u.8. LINCO LN’S INN : W.C.2. 
COMMISSIONER 


SOLICITORS 


ALWAYS QUOTE OUR REFERENCE:- * 2th d aNuUuary s 1949. 
Dear Mir, Lyster, 


Thank you for your letter of 26th instant with the 
open letter which you ad te to give to your 
investigators engaged op, this “i kes tnis covers 
the position very and 1 think that you have 


very little to Tear. 


the hypothetical case which 1 put to you on Sturday 
morning when we discussed the matter is very unlikely 
ever to occur; it ceavdonly arise if there were a 
fantastic combination of circumstances. 


Yours sincerely, 


—_—_ 


M. St. & Lyster, isqe, 
ass-Ubservation, 
ensin-ton vhurch Gout, 
ondon, WeS- 


TELEPHONE: CHANCERY 8991. 


CLIFTONS Toe 7, NEW SQUARE, 
AMBROSE €. APPELBE, m.a,LLs. , 


Dnudienioush LINCOLN’S INN, W.C.2. 


SOLICITORS 


y 


ALWAYS QUOTE OUR REFERENCE:- 


e8th March 1949, 


uestionnaire on Sex, 


I return this which was sent to Mr, Stallabrass. 
do not think there is any serious risk of obscenity 
action, and, if there were, it is obviously a bona 
‘ides questionnaire of scientific interest, In my 
. opinion, you would be able to fight the case successfully 
and good publicity would result, 


Yours sincerely, 


‘ 


servation, 


+ ere 


26th January 1949. 


T.S. Stallabrase, Bei-, 
| ge gy 
Hew Square, 
slacuheta Tan, 
LOD OF W.C.ls 


In connection with the survey 

on Morality which we have already dis— 

cussed with = I em enclosing a copy 
tter which we 


propose 
to all our investigators engaged 
survey. 


of the open 
givin 


on th! 


I shall be interested tc know 
if you think this will be suitable. 


Yours sincerely, 


Research. 


EWCL.1. 


Alt ~ MARRIED AND SIN¢ 
B0a Have you ever had sexal 
: with a prostitute? ie see —- 
; > If YES TQ a - When di@gyou Tas it Ta During Las 
“i intercougse with a prost atute? = 


eee 
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20. 


a - How usual was it T@ 
you, in these. cases, to exper ae 


& sexual iwclimax? 


‘ a com 
, — _ ae 
Pith ites 


31a Have hen ted had sex relevions : 


anyone of the same sex as yourge! Lf? coe vos. .Woph a. 

b- IF NO TOsa - Heve you: gone: in fot ony et ee 
sort of fove -making with anyone ig then. | : i 
same sexias youbee lt? 4 arm 

- IF TES TO a elite oS ae bie 


ETC ae, Ae) ast occur? 
During .last yeer.. IAS ey are 


anu ted 
om 


———— 


4 IF YES T™ a or b - How usual haf | | 
for you %to' experience a Sexual elimax. oe ca 
in these. relationshivs? _ Lue jj 


| 
| 


Fs. ._ 10 years. .20; years. «Longer. +. 


32a DO you qver experience any saat 


| 


. pleasure. in dreams at.night? 3 
b Tf YES TO a - When did this las 


q 
x 

: oe 
| 
- 


» . ? 
es 
or 4 ate nn ping 4 eee 
” *, % 4 
a 


¢. IF YES 70 a -. How ugual is it £6 Pee es 
expericnhct'a ‘sexual climax when | “you have : : 
these di teams at) night ?, — a. ee ee % 

goa Have yOu -ever-masvumomtoa? if tess Cie ae > a 

b IF YES Po a 7: Wigs did you Tag Puosturbator , eee | 

o IF YES .M0-as. How usual is it t imyu.to . “ae sea eS 
experience a sexual climax Witwe YOu masturpate Poe ioe ee doe = 

d If YES 0 a - How usual is it for you to have Le a ee é 
some § ts of day-dream or fontal vy when you ) 


' ait Fs ae? eid ee SN 
3 at al ; pA ; a, q 2 - Mae “ = ; hes Ske s te lee 
i, ~ J * ae owe le - D =a: eee —— 7 iS I AY ! One: ny ’ 7 tee aS ' 


oe: da yah rote jesue 1T conse “Of? 


. > ’ 
a ° 
ee ee _—— Pa so atti —-\ — Bs a ae ee a eit, 
" re 


34a Apart oY whilst hasturbabine’ ao you 


ever day-dream about making love) or about | : mack 5 
, other: sexaally exciting situations? | Sena Steg 4 
b IF YES - When did you last have@ one ea a a ues 
of these day-dreams?  —_ ey va ee ee ee 
ec Very roughly, what do these aay as | Ee ee * 
.areams usually consist of? ey tee Aa itacabe 
d Where were you when you last had one - ~_ 
of these day-dreams, and what had | 
you weon Ginger: «=. — sis Pare a ee Z oo 
e How usual is it, in your case, for eee Be es 9 = 
Geer these da y-dreams to.lead to an erection, Dh eae, hak abe <x, 
oF to a sexual climax? (Say Which) ee : ge 
a DO you ever worry at all about ait i Be i es t 
of your sexual habits or a 


b If bl TO aie~ What is it that 


Bba-On tt o wrole, fould Ton Say — aihisciay Ho 
moines? ar se xually normal , . , 
b In what ways bx you think you mey not a 
ihe sexually normal? ) 


@ Winally, was there any part o rth 
" quest ioiina ire that particularl 1 Om- 
barrassed you; or that you Tound 

were reluctant tO:answor? = | 

: part (i 8)? : 


eC. ‘ oa ich Soeheey thet you would ie | to @isouss? 
: b IF YES - What are they? ; : 


rt 
Se 


PART C 


TO SINGLE PHOPLE 


20a Are you, or have you been, engaged 
to be married? (Say mich) 

b IF NOT NOW ENGAGED - Heve you any a) 7 i oe 
particular man/woman friond ot 
present? me 

co IF NO TO b-- Have you over had a ‘ eee ma 
particular man /woman fricnd? 


21a Have you cver had sexual intercourse pay : 
~ with any man /woman? : eee eee, ee , 
b IF YES - When did you last have | oa ae 
intercourse with any man/woman? 


62a Have you ever gone in for love-meking 
which stopped short only of intercourse? Yes... No... 
d I¥ YES - How usual has it beon for you cs ‘ 


to experience a sexual climax in this | 
sort of love-making? _ | ‘| 


IF NO EXPERIENCE OF INTERCOURSE NG Or ae eerie 
23a Have you ever wanted to have sexual 


_ intercourse with any man/woman? == YOSeee NOwee 
b IP YES - What was it that held : pe, Ea ames 
___you back? See Se oe a LS 


= "NO' TO QUESTIONS 21 ona te | ee 
Have you experienced any sort of love- eas 


making at all? “YESese NOoee | 
IF if HAVE HAD. EXPER IENCE Or INTERCOURSE (if not, pass on to Que st ion $1) : 
25a With how many different mon/women | ! ’ 


have you had sexual intercourse? | a a 
b Were you in love with this person/ 

any of these people? 
——~-—-~& TP ENGAGED - Have you had sexual 


intercourse with your fiance(e)?_ 


26 ‘How usual has it been for you to ‘oxpericnce 
a sexual clima~ during intercourse? 


_ En -_———_ -— —— _— ant -— 


oY Tn what ways, it eny, would you say 
that intercourse aS you have exrr- 
ienced it could have been more 
_satisfying to yourself? 
26a Have you usually led up to Boxuat 
intercourse with some sort of 
: petting and love-making? 
| b IF YES TO a - How long has this — 
_love ~ma king usually lasted? _ 


50a In sexual intercourse, have you and your partner ever used any i 
| thoso forme of birth cont#ol? : 


' 
' 


| 


| 
| 
| 


peeled nenl ——— ‘ 


) 


—_— my _— ate — <a —— — 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
ot 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
on wpe ~ Pare Pt enan «onan enaaemenntertecaemiees 


1. Intercourse during safe period only. YeSer. NOves 


, 2. Nithdrawal before ejaculation. YeBesce NOvee : 
| ao | 4. Sheath, french lotter YCSeoe NOvee 
4. Chemical contraceptive | | YESerse NOves 
oa | 5. Cap - vaginal or cervical YESeee NOwee 
6 . Douching | YeS.e e 6 No eee : 
”. Grafenburg ring YoS..+ NOwes 
8. Birth control unnecessary because : 
one partner infertile. YESese NOw.e 
9, Other methods (Say which) _ co ee CO ee 2 OR 
b Which of these methods (or combination se Pas CEL 


of methods) do you use on most occasions? 8.9. | | 


Scene 


c How safe would you say this method : 
(or combination) is? : eee ‘ Leet 
: 


a Do you think this /these method /s 
interfer/s with your sexual pleasure 


in any way? HOR e rie in San eee ee . a nl 


u. hee ways, af any, would 
that sexal interoourss with FOUR «+ 


husband /wife could bo nore satisfying 
- to yourself? 


“Wa DO you usually Toad ap EO Somat ee 
~aintereourse with your ecicad ize. 
with some. sort of. petting or love- 
making? aan 
How long does this love making . pe ae ' 

) priekcaaesand last? ms ey ee 


and your husband Witc evor uged @ny 


these erie of birth control?:: : 

ows « «]y~ Extorcourse during safe ‘pentia- only «:: YOR esi Moe ee 
‘2. Withdrawal before cjaculation. - — YOBeee NO. 
. Shoath . eee Peter, ee Fog ing bs 
Chemica I Waeeracopusve oy Tree Yoo... Wes 

Cap =: vaginel Or corvical. Bie Aid ame: 3 Si og ae a ia 

, Douchine. gee ; : aan ome Toei. Noss e | 

“soba? aged. ring. ee ae, ee so TOR tes TOs ee: 


~~ one partner aeeett is, on to, LO hed Oe oh 
Othcr mothods. (Say which) | ie AS ale Re wks 

10. Intercourse only. when. intending +0 a , 
have a child. Wee ccs MO. 


‘Waaen of these methods (or combination: of or eka 
. methods) do you use on-most. occasions? 8..9..10..: © 
How safe would you say this method (or 
combination) is? _ | 
@ Do you think this/these mthod/s =~ 
-- -»-daterfor/s with. your- sexual. ploasure. 
in any wey? 
a Had you already had somal Tbtorcourse 
with your muehant/wite, beford you were 
married? : 


(IF YES) How ueusl was 7 for you to 
expericnce a sexual climax in these 
cases? Se 

(If NO) If you wanted to have sexual 
intercourse with your husband /wife - 
before’ you were marricd, what was it 
that held you back? 


Ta Dit you have intorcourso with anyone 
other than your husband [wife barore =. poner 
you wore married? i ape © Xogees Hore ‘ 


With how many aifferont mon Jwomen™ 

(Apart from your -presont. husband /wifc) . 

did you have soxual intcrcourse? 

Were you in love with this porson /Any 
of these people? 


How usual was it for you, ecw TTT 
cases; to.experience a. sexual. climax ae 
during intercourse? A a ae 

c (IF NO TO 18a) If you_wanted to peels ent 
intercourse with anyone (other. than... © >> 
your present husband fwifc) before you 
were married, ‘what was it that hold es TS a ey 
you back? _ pean ATH 


192 Have you wey soxual intercourse. with 
anyone other ‘then your husband /wito 

gince your marriage? 

pb With how many different” Thon 7women have 

you had sexual intercourse since your 
marriage? eel S 

¢c Were you in love with this porson any 
of these people? : 
ad How usual was it for you on these ee 
occasions, to experienco a er elimx 
Eo int ercourse? 

ee TO Ae if you, , Save want oa to have | 


. > 
ee ee 


Seo 


ss eatin 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Survey A9/e” Panel 
Panel 94/3 ces [ee oe: eee ee 


a) Sex * Income. If dependent please| 
tick basic weekly income of | 
the Chief Wage Barner of 
your family - (excluding : 
overtime, bonuses, etc.) 
Up to pA per week 
Over £4, up to 25.10.0 o.Ws | 
Over £5.10.0, up to &10..p.We 
Over £10, up to £15 p.w. | 
Over £15 per week. 


kh 


ates, 


Ho fs 


_s onaget oe * Soest eet Me “~~, { 


b) Age 


c) Age at which full-time 
education ceased 


a) Age ‘of each brother and 
sister :- 
Brothers Sisters 


| 


et ete LA MORAL CS AO Ceuta 


C1 > CN eR 
co SERS HO 


Father' Ss occupation 
(before retirement ) 


mM cto Heb & 


09 
——— Ff 


» - OO + een 
C2 


e) Age at which first 
lived away from home 
(if at ali) 


T 


ew SSE a eer rr 


; pa eS ENCE AE enemas . =F my espana og werner i roe en eee = 
In Part A, please tick the answer that you feel most nearly applies to 


T. Were you brought up in a very religious household? Yes...No... Bebe 
2. Which church, if any, did your parents go to? G OF Baicoe GCF. Ba, 


— = _— —_ _s ——* — oo aad 


4 R.C. elon Coe e cd CW1SH oe. ObNSLe ooo eNONG soon 
5 Which political party do you most sympathise with? 
ipbGurT...eConservative....iiberal.... «Communist .....OthOTeccecs 


Which of your parents did you like best? 
Father....eMother..e... NeLtNer...o~ 


5 Which of your parents do you feel you most take after? 
Father...-eMother.....-Neither....- 


6 Were. you given rather a strict upbringing? YESeeeNOvee 
Je _Did your mother keep things very clean and tidy? Yes. o.NO.e. 


any nen 


8 Did you often come into conflict with your parents? YES. «oN Oece 


9 What was your parents attitude to sex? 
LO What is your favourite way of ayer be your spare time? 


—_—_- bee peat ew Sr eel 


—— EE _— 


—— “a a ~ - pen _ — 
—— —_ al _ 


: PART B 
TO MARRIED, WIDOWED, DIVORCED AND SEPARATED PERSONS . 
h) ssa 7 Widowed.» «. ae ¥) How long engaged? 
Divorced..Separated.. __ see =a cree ag Ia 


fo 
iT How lone married? 1) Age of husband /wife 


j) How long widowed, T————"m) Ages of children 
divorced, separated? : : | | 


—=— ee 


n) 18 wife working “RTI- time? T6868. cade on 
part-time? YOSseeNOeves 
: __not doing paitt work?  _—Yes...No... 
TT How satvistied are you on the ore 
“whole with your married life? 


lea When did you Last have Sexual 
intercourse with your husband/wife? _ 
b Are there any special circumstances - | 
(e.g. Sunday afternoon, after the 
theatre, on holiday, etc) under 
which you are particularly inclined 
to have intercourse? (Say whith) 


13a How usual is it For you to expe rience ee 
a sexual climax during intercourse | 
with your husband /wife? 
b On the whole would you say you. 
usually geel satisfied, a 
and sexually, after intercourse wi h 
your husband paste’ ) 


aie 
— ——_ — 


14, ‘te hint ways, if any, would you 
that sexual intercourss with 36ux-- } 
husband /wife could bo more | sabisfying 
- to yourself? : 


Ta DO you usually Toad ap tO somal 
“intereourse with your husband /wife 
with some.sort of. petting | or love- 

making? " 
b How Long does this love ee Hest Se. 
usually last? CO ee ae 


ISR IN SORES Intercourse havo. you a end your husband wire ever es Fn 
these forms of birth control?: : : 

“"- -Ls~ Entorcourge during safe ‘period only.: - Yossvs No. 

‘2. Withdrawal before cjaculr tion. . FOS. 14 BO 

3. Geen, Treanor isttor;: ~<" <=: Yos... Wo. 

4. Chemica 1 contrecoptive-- At ro ee 

5. Cap = vaginal or _corvical. ea ee ae ee 

-6. Douching. oon ee AO | i. ee 

7. Be gee ring. ee ag een ee 


we 


~~ one partner (epee oy -. £Oeb-6 Oa: 
9. Othcr mothods. (Say which) | oe Ss oe: Os 
10. Intercourse only. when, intending to ie ae 
have a child. YOSeee NOvece 
Whdoh of these methods (or combination of 1..2..3004eeDesOveteh 
methods) do you use on-most occasions? 8..96.10..: 
How safe would you say this method (or 
combination) is? _ : 
Do you think this/these method/s — 
--dnterfer/s with. your. sexual plousure 
+ an any wey? 
Ya Had you already had somal invorcoourse 
with your husband /wite beforo: you were : 
~marricd? . YoSees Toras 


(IF YES) tie uened was it ‘for you to 
expericnce a sexuel-climax in these 
cases? 

(IF NO) If you wanted to have sexual — 
intercourse with your husband /wife - 

before’ you were marricd, what was it 

that held you back? | 


Did you have intorcourso swith anyone 
other than your husbs nd fui to Moree 7, 
you were married? oe Be aaa ORs ee Nose: 


with how many aifforont ton uation” 7 
(Apart from your -presont husband /wifc) 
did you have sexual intcrcourse? 

Were you in love with this poreon /Any 
of these people? 


How usual was it for you, reese 
cases, to experience a sexual elimax oa 
during intercourse? = 

co (IF NO TO 18a) If you wanted to ae ae 
intercourse with anyone (other. than . . 
your present husband /wifc) before you. 
were married, ‘what was it that ho 14. 
you back? 


192 Have you had soxual “Intercourse: Q S with 
anyone other than your husband /wife | 
Since your marriage? 

how many different mon /women have 
you had sexual intercourse since your 
marriage? sea 
Were you in love with this poreon any 
of these people? : 
How usual wos it For you on those 
occasions, to experionco a somal climax 
during intercourse? 
v > (IF NO TO 19a) If you have wantod to have 
faced intorcourse Bacall de ea 
r. Be, : 
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13th January 1949. 


Claud Mullins, Esq., 
Glasses, 


Grasshen, 
Petworth, Sussex. 


Deer Mr. Mullins, 


Dr. Mace has, I believe, written to you during 
the last few deys stating that Mess-Observation is at the 
moment. underteking e survey of sex th this country. 


I would very much like to telk to you about this 
survey in the hope that you may be able to give us assis- 
tance in carrying it out, and wonder whether srrangements 
could be made for me to see you some time. Perhaps we 
could meet next time you ere in town, or elternetively if 
you could give me ea time thet would be suitable I could 
come and visit you. ie 


Dr. Mece has, no doubt, mentioned to you the need 
for e confidential approach to this matter at this stage, 
but I hope you will forgive me if I re-emphasise it. As 
you will, of course, appreciate, there is a particular need 
for this in view of the background to this survey. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


"Glasses", Graffham, Petworth, Sussex. 14th January, 1949. 


Dear Mr England, 

Thank you for your letter of 13th January. I had heard from 
Dr Mace that you were contemplabing this enouiry, so have been able to 
give it some ,thought. 

Jam sorry, but I strongly advise against this undertaking. My 
reason is that I belégve that most of those whose gtandards of sexual behav- 
iour are based on the principle that sexual intercourse, whether completed 
XOUEXAERB or not, outside marriage is definitely wrong and who act on that 
belief will mot give your organisation, or any organisation, any details. 
We in this country adopt a very reserved attitude to sex. That is still 
true in these days whenféMaminority flaunt their opinions and their practises 
before all and sundry. The attitude of what I still believe to be the 
mayextx majority may be called prudish and even hypocritical, but none the 
less I am old fashioned enough to believe that this majority has & soundly 
moral and valuable principles and that these principles are observed. 

But I am equally certain that this majority will refuse to 
respond to any enquiry, however scientific be the motives for the enquiry. 
Because of this fact, the results of any such enquiry will mainly indicate 
the opinions of those who no longer hold to the traditional morality on 
sex matters. Thus such an enquiry would produce sensational figures about 
the proportion of our people who indulge, or have indtlged, in vractises 
whieh the majority would disapprove. 

I believe that this was the reason for the sensational figures 
published as the result of e investigation into sex conduct in the Uni tem, 
States. 

I am strengthened in ty belief that it would be wrong to embark 
on the proposed enquiry by the fact that the ‘Sunday Pictorial’ has under- 4 
taken to support it. This paper, and its daily brother, the ‘Daily Mirror’ oi 
are newspapers that in my opinion have a harmful influence on their readers. 
They tend to exaggerate any facts and opinions dealing with sexual life. . 
They would dish up the results of your enquiry in 4 way that might make 
your organisation sorry that you ever had any contacts with them. 

3 I beg you to think again about the advisability of embarking on 
this enquiby. That the Society of Friends, for whom I have the greatest 
respect, wants this enquiry made does not influence me in its favour. 
Quakers are apt to take too rosy a view of human nature and to be unaware 
of much that goes om in the world outside their community. 

Holding the views that I have expressed here, I cannot see how 
any discussion between us would be of any value. But I do not shi such 
a discussion and if you feel that it would be worth while, I can meet you 
on Thursday January 20th at the Savile Club at 12 o'clock. Please let me 
know if fou wish to talk matters’ over with me. 

Yours sincerely. 


oe | | ° 


P.S. I have typed this letter (very badly) because I am sending a copy. to. ~ te : 
Dr Mace. 4 


DALE, 


14, BURGH HE ROAD, 


OM. 


EPSOM 9131. 


COPY. lL/th January 1949. 


Claud Mullins, Esq., 
Glasses, 

Graffhan, 

Petworth, Sussex. 


Dear Mr. Mullins, 


Many thanks for your letter of 14th January. Wiay 
I say immediately how much Il appreclate the frank reply and 
the suggestions contained there in. 


Nevertheless, 1 would very much like to meet you at 
the Savile Club on Thursday, particularly in view of the three 
following points which perhaps I may mention briefly in order 
to clear away some Of the initial disagreements between us. 


1. | Our survey is primarily concerned not with habit but 
with attitude. We are interested in people's extra- 
merital relationships, for example, as much as in general 
attitudes to extra-marital relationships. 


On this point a national sample is going to be con- 
ducted, and, although it has not yet been started, the 
pilot questionnaire on it has revealed very clearly that 
there is no Objection raised to this type of question, 
provided that men are interviewed by men and women are in- 
terviewed by women. The refusal rate is as small as nor- 
mal in questionnaire work and there is no evidence to sut- 
scest that we shall get a weighted sample. 


Although the Sunday Pictorial has undertaken to sup- 
port this survey it is still-a-fact that the primary ob- 
ject of it is the publication of a book. But most impor- 
tant of all from your point of view, our contract with the 
Sunday Pictorial with regard to serial rights stipulates 
very definitely that we have a right of check for accuracy 
on their publication. In other words all their material 
must be submitted to us before publication to ensure that 
no facts are in any way distorted. 


I am raising these points simply, as I! said before, to 
let you know that some of the points about which you are particu- 
larly worried ere in fact not operative. Once again, may I say 
how much your co-operation is appreciated. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 
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24th January 1949. 


} 


Claud Mullins, Esq., 
Glasses, 
Greffhen, 


Dear Mr. Mullins, 


Thenk you very much for your letter 
of 22nd Januery-. 


We fully understand your position and 
once again appreciate your frankness in 
this metter. Thenk you very much for the 
consideration you have given tO us. 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director. 


llth January 1949. 


Your Grace, | | 


: I have read with greatest interest your Dio- 
gore sents on factors which would s igthen home life in 


4 You may heve heard of this orgenisation, of whi: 

ie I am at present Acting Director; for the past twelve years 
we have been concerned with many aspects of public opinion 

wor iting ourselves with the purel erficial 

level « m and enswer, but in many cases 

of stud 


s of obse: 
which rais: 


es on religion, ine 
ad a considerable 


llth January 1949. 
His Grace the Lord Archbishop of York. “a 


' 


would be possible for me to see Your Grace on some occasion 
 ‘gnd talk over our problems, particularly in light of 
their religious aspects. 


I epprectate that you are an extremely busy men, 

ut we are entirely convinced of the value of this 

ere equally enxious that no Agee He pportunity of obtaining 
on : 


ee If Your Grace would like 
about Mess-Observetion's eims, format 
be only too pleased to give it to you. | | 


I am Your Grace's Obedient Servant, 


authoritative advice should be 


? 


Bishopthorpe. 
York. 


13th January 1949. 


‘ My dear Sir, 

| Many thanks for your interesting letter. I am afraid I am 

3 not likely to have any free time in London for some weeks, though 
I shall be up during the Church Assembly week, which starts on 
February 2list, and it might be possible to fit in an intérview 
then; but I could only give thie interview if it ie off the 


record; for various reasons I feel it important that I should 
make this condition. 

I think you would get valuable help if you wrote to Mrs. 
Fisher, the wife of the Archbishop of Canterbury, as is the 


President of the Mothers’ Union; and to the Bishop of Norwich 


who has had great experience as Chairman of the Church of 
England Moral Welfare Council. 


Yours sincerely, 


Cy yy. 


His Grace the Lord Archbishop of York, 
Bi shop thorpe, 
York. 


er Grace, 


Thank you very mich indeed for your Letter of 13th 
Jenuery, end I em very grateful for your interest. May | 
sey immediately and categorically that any interview I wes 
allowed with you. ,would quite definitely be off the ceneia 
Mass-Observation's conétol principle is always to maintein 
enonymity, and in a survey of this deseription we perticul- 
erly appreciate the necessity for this. 


It is very good of you to suggest en interview on | 
or about. 2lst rit woul and this would be edmirable. % the 
other hend, if it 4 be any more convenient for you were I 

come up to York I should be only too pleased to do so. | 
part from the week ending 22nd January almost any date you 
care to give me could easily be arranged. 


I am also v much appreciative of the extra nee 
you have given me, and will certainly contact them. 


however, there is an oppo ity of my see you + let 
February perhaps I could leave em until after our meeting. 


I am Your Grace's Obedient Servant, 


Acting Director. 


Sra June, 1949. 


oe the Lord Archbishop of York, 
Bishopthorpe, 
“Yorks. 


Your Grace, 


You may recall thet some time ago I wrote 
concerni ex survey which Mass-Odeorvation wes under-~ 


survey is now leted, and I am writing to 
let you know the position concerning it, 


first published use of this material 
(apart from a Bulletin which we ourselves will be iseui 
Sex Bducation) is to be t 


- eesion that a surve oo a vital subject 


if, are 


Sataante Council), 


Sra June 
His Grace the Lord Archbishop of York 


of this letter is simply to in 
ne Das to the survey, as I have as 
1 te let it be thought that we were approaching me 
you over what mey be regarded as a ‘newspaper stunt’. : 4 
was of course, the intention behind let ’ 1ith Janua 
to give you all the information contained herein had it 
possible ws to meet. 


ce of 


form your Gre 
no wish at al 


a I am Your Grace's Obedient Servant, 
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Bishopthorpe. 
York. 


Sth June 1949. 


Dear Mr. England, 
I am very much obliged to you for your letter about the survey, and 
the decision to publish the results in the Sunday Pictorial. 
Yours sincerely, 


Cy “Bho: 


15th July 1949, 


Mra. M. Pyke 

The Family Planning Association, 
69 Beclestes Square, 

London, SW ole 


Dear Mrs» Pyke, 


Many thenks for your Lester of 13th Jul ig 
our articles in the Sund: Pisto Suctdenteily, 

very moh fuller vers on -of ther -) ‘articles should be * abe 
lished in book form by Allen and Unwin sometime early next 


Years 


The Sunday =iebori ad is going to discuss birth 
control in the fourth earticte of the series which is sched+ 
uled for publication on 23rd July, so might I suggest that 
we leave the matter over until efter that dete, and then if 
there is further tuforma tion you would like we will be only 
too gled te supply ite e have, of course, a great deal 
of nfeounthen thet will not be used, tho I think the 
most importent material will in fact appeer in the article. 


I ought elso to warn you in advence that we came 
across considerable difficulty in our questionnatre in find- 
ing some phrase for Birth control which was easily under- 
standeble in all parte of the United Kingdom. This limited 
the effectiveness of this question to some extent, though 
I think we have obtained information of great value. 


Yours sincerely, 


Menaging Director. 


15th July 1949, 


Mre. M,. Pyke, 

The Family Planning Association, 
69 Eecleston Square, 

London, S.Wsl. 


Dear Mrs, Pyke, 


Many thenks for your letter of 13th oe | about 
our articles in the Sunday 1 tekoriad: incidentally, a 
very mch fuller version -o ®@ articles should be pub- 
lished in book form by Allen and Unwin sometime early next 
¥YOars : 


Si Pistorial is going to discuss birth 
control in the fourth ert: tete-of the series which is sched- 
uled for publication on 23rd July, so might 1 suggest that 
we leave the matter over until after that date, and then if 
there is further information you would like we will be only 
too gled te supply it. @ have, of course, a great deal 
of information that will not be used, though I think the 
most important material will in facet appear in the article. 


I ought also to warn you in advance that we came 
across considerable difficulty in our questionnatre in find- 
ing some phrase for Birth control which was easily under~ 
stendable in all parte of the United Kingdom. This limited 
the effectiveness of this question to some extent, though 
I think we have obtained information of great velue. 


Yours sincerely, 


Menaging Director. 


or —— 


THE FAMILY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
69, Eccleston Square, S. WI. 


Telephone: * ; 


VIGTORIA President : The bia "Haak G.CVO. MD. FRL.P. 
3118/9 
General Secretary Hon. Treasurer 
MRS. S. C. §. ROBINSON, B.A- Sh tcc ie ub the Risechtive Comampities MRS. GERDA 5S. GUY 
Headquarters Organiser THE LADY DENMAN, D.B.E Hon, Secretary 
| MRS, PYKE 


MRS; M,. R. EVANS 


13th July 1949 
The Secretary, 
Mass Observation, 
7, Kensington Church Court,W.8. 


Dear Sir, 


I was interested to read in the 'Sunday 
Pictorial’ of July 3rd about the survey Mass Observatior 
had undertaken on the part that sex plays in life, 
marital relationship, birth control, etc. 


The article in the paper did not give any 
particulars of the answers given on the question of 
birth control except to say that the majority of those 
asked were in favour of it. It would be of great 
interest to this Association to have further details 
of the replies to this particular question in so far 
as it is possible for you to give them, 


Yours faithfully, 


he avout Why 


7 MSR al 


i “AMILY PLANNING ASSOCIATION - | 


~ ok. 60, Eccleston Square, S.W. by 
ay } 
VICTORIA President: The bad Horder, G.C.V.O., M.D., F.R.C. p. 
3118/9 
General Secretary Hon. Treasurer 
MRS. &, C. §. ROBINSON, B.A- SRE I Se ay eee MRS, GERDA S$. GUY 
Headquarters Organiser THE LADY DENMAN, DBE Hon. Secretary 
MRS; M. R. EVANS 19th July 1949. MRS. PYKE 
L.ReEngland Esq., 
Mass-—Observation, 


7 Kensington Church Court, 
London, W.8, 
Dear Mr. England, 
Thank you for your letter of 
duly 15th, and I shall read next a 
article with great interest. 
If I want any further information 


I shall take advantage of your kind 
invitation to write to you again. 


Yours sincerely, 
fe cuyeast Ty he 


Hon, Secretary. 
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217, Albert Road, 
Aston, | 
BIRMINGHAM 6. 


Dear Mre Cripps, 


Mey I thank you for your offer to co- 
operate in the survey on sex which we are now under- 
taking. Tt hope I will not be abusing your co-oper- 
ation if I send you two questionnaires. 


YT am enclosing herewith one qestionnaire 
which has been sent to those whom we met at random 


on the street interviewing who volunteered further 
helg@ - and another which we sent to a number of clergy 
whose names were taken from the official register. 


YE 1% would not be too much to ask ta. 
to fill up both cf these forms, it will be a grea 
help tO uBe 


Yours sincerely, 


Acting Director, 


Cin : 
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29th August 1949. 


Ejnay Munkegeard, 
Internationsi Boghandel, 
Forlag Og Antikvariat, 


Ngrregade 6 


Dear Sirs, 


i am returning herewith your order card as ree 
quested with « statement of the situation in regard to our 
report on Sex typed on ite I hope this will meet your re« 
quirements. 


As soon as the exact price of the book and its 
expected date of publication are known we will inform you, 


Yours sincerely, 


Report on Attitudes to Sex. By Mase-Observation. 


A series of erticleson this subject hes appesred 
OS Oe a ae ee es 
no spare copies of this ere aveti b fulie 
report baged on the seme seterial 

fon canbhanshen tn task Gane aaeke | 1950. 
The exact price end dete of publication ere not 
yet knows, but will be supplied in due courses 


MASS-OBSERVATION LTD. 


Directors : Central Office : 


A. APPELBE 
aie Shi 7 KENSINGTON CHURCH COURT, W.8 


L. R. ENGLAND WEStern 7060 
T. HARRISSON 


A. EVERETT JONES . 
M. St. G. LYSTER Panel and Library : 


MOLLIE TARRANT | P.B.6, LETCHWORTH, HERTS. 


5th August 1949. 


Ejner Munksgaard, 
International S5oghandel, 
Forleg og Antikvariat, 
Nérregade GTi, Gy 6970 
Kgbenhavn “ae Denmark. 


Dear Sirs, 


Many thanks indeed for your postcard of elst 
July enquiring about our report on Attitudes to Sex. 


The only published form which this report has 
yet taken is as a series Of articles in one. of our nation- 
al Sunday newspapers, and unfortunately we have no spare 
copies of the issues concerned available. A much fuller 
report based on the same material is, however, scheduled 
for publication in book form early next year. we cannot 
Sive any price for this book, but if you are interested 
we shall be glad to send you full details of it when it 
is published. Perhaps you would let us know if you would 
like to know when it does appear? 


Yours sincerely, 


A oS 


lianaging Director. 
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AMV Once UK, wemayn. 
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y | Mass Cbservation 


rensington Church Court 
nev. 7, 


EJNAR MUNKSGAARD London W.8. 
International Boghandel, Forlag * 
og Antikvariat 


Norregade 6 . Tlf. C. 6970 
KOBENHAVN K. 


EJNAR MUNKSGAARD Kobenhavn K. july 21,1949 
CP/- 


Dear sirs, 


As we do not know the nublisher we beg to ask 


you to send the below mentioned order to the 
publisher: 


Please send the Enelish work on sexual Behavior, 
similar to the American Kinsey Revort. 


The English edition is elaborated by the Mass 
Observation. 


Looking foreward to your early reply, 


we remain 


: Yours tryl 
A an R ame ea oe 


Lape Ae oy 


Telegrams: ‘‘Deucalion, Westcent, London.’’ RUSKIN HOUSE 
Telephone: Holborn 8577 (2 lines). : 


40 MUSEUM, STREET, 
Lonpon, W.C.1 


lst June I94°¢ 


Messrs. GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN LTD. beg to 
acknowledge the receipt of your manuscript, entitled 


SEX SURVEY 
about which they hope to give you an early decision. 


Every care will be taken of the work while in 
their possession, but they cannot be held respon- 
sible for its loss, damage, or delay, from whatever 
Cause arising. Roestage-stamps—foritsreturn should 
actonrpairy “te very~in sect ed -nzra nuscript— 


é 


Reg. Comm. 320.230B @ Prod. Seine C.A.E. 30905 @ Ch. Post. : 6714.25 Paris 


EDITIONS DE LA PAIX 


S.A. R. Lb. au capital de 100.000 Frs. 


63, Rue Vaneau 
PARIS vite 


TEL. BABylone 01-02 
9th April 1951 


L.R. England Esq., 
Director, 

Mass Observation Ltd., 

7 Kensington Church Court, 
LONDON w.8 


Dear Sir, 


We refer to an article published 
in PAGEANT, the American magazine, 


It would interest us to receive 
a copy of your survey with a view to stu- 
dying the possibility of issuing a French 
translation as a separate pamphlet or, pre- 
ferably, together with one or two other 
Surveys, 


Thanking youm advance for your 
courtesy, 


Yours faithfully, 


HF ol 


l8th April 1951. 


id ePabry WS « 
Bditions de la Paix, 
63 Rue Vaneau, 
Peris Vile. 


Dear Sir, 
Thank you very much for your letter of 9th April. 


I am afraid that the results of the survey published in 
Pageant have not in fact appeared in full to date. Certain 
aspects of it have been covered in newspapers, technical ... 
i, seep and dneone of our own Bulletins a copy of which fs 
6nclLosece 7 


When you refer to “other surveys" do you perhaps mean 
other surveys published by us or other surveys on sex? Mass- 
Observation, as you may know, is a public opinion organisation . 
and has undertaken surveys on a great subjects. We should 
be only too pleased to co-operate on publishing them in 
France 


I would be grateful if you could give me a few more details 
of your suggestions, therefore, and we shall be very pleased 
to help you in whatever way we can, 


Yours faithfully, 


LeR- Engl and » 


EDITIONS DE LA PAIX 


. S.A. R. L. au capital de 100.000 Frs. 


63, Rue Vaneau 
PARIS VIIe “* 


TEL. BABylone o1-02 
2kth April 1951 


Mass—-Observation Ltd,, 


7 Kensington Church Court, 
LONDON W.8 


Dear Sir, 


Thank you for your letter of 
April 18th, 


We are negotiating for the pu- 
blication of other surveys on sex in 
short pamphlets of 96 or 112 pages, 


We notice that you mention in 
your bulletin (July 1949) that a series 
of articles is scheduled to be published 
by the Sunday Pictorial. If you own the 
rights, would you be kind enough to 
send us cuttings? We might manage to 
arrive at the desired length, 


Have Messrs. Allen & Unwin pu-+ 
plished their book? I have not seen it 
on their lists, 


Sex is a universal subject even 
with British statistics, but we are de 
finitely interested in other surveys on 
subjects with more than a local interest. 


Yours faithfully, 
a Mier 


I. FABRY 


Reg. Comm. 320.230B @ Prod. Seine C.A.E. 30905 @ Ch. Post. : 6714.25 Paris 


LTD. 


The Chief Constabje, 


City of Worcester Constabulary, 
City Police Office, 


Worcester. 


Dear Sir, 


I cm returning herewith the copy 
of your Annual Report for 1933 which 
was borrowed from you by one of our 
investigators egarlier this year. 


We are extremely greteful to you 
for lending it to us. it has been of 
very great assistance to us in our 
SUrVeyY > 


Yours sincerely, 


Menaging Director. 


2ord Merch, 1949. 


T.S. Stallabrass, Esq., 
Cliftons, 

7, New Square, 
Lincolns Inn, 

Lond on W.Gele 


Dear Mr. Stallabrasgs, 


I am encloging a copy of our 
follow-up questionnaire on sex habits 
and shall be glad to know whether this 
questionnaire will involve ug any deeper 
in possible obscenity actions. 


The questionnaire is only 
going to volunteers from our Panel and 
only to those members of the public whom 
we have already questioned on the earlier 
attitude questicnnaire who have expressed 
willingness to answer further and more 
 @eteailed questions. 


On the whole, we fee! that the 
Panel volunteers will net be greatly 
disturbed by these very searching ques- 
tions, buat we are rather more worried 
that members of the public. albeit 
volunteers, may possibly not react so 
favourably towards them. 


Yours sincerely, 


EWCL: Research. 
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| London S.W.7s 


Dear Sir, 
With referen: 


made when I 
Taste this is to 


ape 
S pom. ent ony 3 Stance 
as necessary at 


I understand thet the cost of the room 
will be 21. 1. «d. 


Yours truly, 


Research. 


PROPRIETORS: 
RUBENS-REMBRANDT 
ASSOCIATED HOTELS LTO 


SOUTH KENSINGTON, 


Be LONDON, S.W.7. 
, OIRECTORS: ¥s1t0 «uth. ‘ 
EDWARD VANDYK Pit ey {Ay TELEPHONE: 
SIDNEY HERBERT SMITH (Hii Wi KENSINGTON 8100. 
W. J. ELDRIDGE Hi] Hitt Hi i}! | 
U. BONA 1 a he M4 TELEGRAMS: 
(FORMERLY ITALIAN) Dad | 


“CHOICEST. LONDON.” 


HOTEL REMBRANDT 
UB/MW. 
16th February ,194.9. 


MeL. Lyster Esq. , 


Mase-Observation, , 
7, Kensington Church Court, 
LONDON W. 8. 
Dear Sir, 


I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 
your favour of the 15th instant confirming the reservation of & small 
private room for your Conference on 3rd March from 6 peme, at 
the quotation of £1.1/=, and I can assuré you that all the 
arrangements are quite in order. 


Assuring you of my personal attention at all 
times, | 


Yours faithfully, 


U. BONA, | : 
General Manager & Director. 


24th February 1949. 


Secretary to Dr. Mace, 
National Merriage Guidance Council, 
78 ‘Duke Street, 

Grosvenor Square, 

Loudon . Wele 


Dear Madam, 


Mr. Englend has asked me to send 
the enclosed notes on fhe survey and 
some of the first results for Dr. Mace. 


He siso asked me to let you know 
thet the meeting fixed for Thursdsey 
neat, 5rd Warch will teke place at the 
Rembrendt Hotel, Thurloe Place, 5.W.7., 
where a room has been booked. 


Yours sincerely, 


Secretary . 


The Manager, 
Hotel Rembrandt, 
Thurloe Place, 
LOWDOW S.W.7. 


Dear Sir, 


In connection with your 
account received today, I would point 
out that the item 'Largers 11 x 1/6a' 
is incorrect. Our order was for 
coffee for 11. 


I should be glad if you would 
look into this matter, and let me have 
an emended account. 


Yours truly, 


Research. 


5th May 1949. 


Mies Avies M. Plett, 
Field “Gate, 
Deddington Ridge, 
Wellingborough, 
Northants. 


Deer Miss Platt, 


Meny thenke for your letter of 28th April expres- 
eing interest in our sex survey. As you say you would be 
willing to fill up this questionnaire for us I em sending a 
copy of it herewith. if your answers are long, please con- 
tinue on seperate sheets and attach them to the questionnaire, 


I em efreaid I am not at liberty during the course 
of the survey to give further detetis of it, but I can ag- 
eure you both thet the survey is becked by very responsible 
nemes end thet it is intended for publication by a reputeble 
publisher. The explanation of or cOllesgue receiving one 
of our aquestionnetres is quite simple ~ the questionneire was 
prepered for end sent out to verious groups of professional 
people (e.g. clergymen, doctors, teechers, etc.) whose nemes 
were picked set rendom from the eppropriste reference books. 


At the moment there are no vecancies for peid steff 
et Mees-Observetion, nor does it seem likely thet there will 
be eny in the immediete future, so ! em efretd I cannot be of 
eny help to you on thet query. If you would cere to keep 
in touch with us, however, the Bulletin is now generelly eveil- 
eble st ea subdseription of 7/6 for twelve issues end we shell 
be elsed to make srrengements to send it to you regularly. 


With meny thenks for your interest. 
Yours sincerely, 
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26th Mey 1949. 


Mies B. Kendell, 
The Vicaerece, 
Crediton, 

Nevon « 


Deer Mise Kendell, 


Yeny thenks for your ¢o-operation 
in filling the questionnaire we sent 
you end for your note of 15th Mey. 


The field work of this survey is 
atill in progress end I am, therefore, 
unedle to give you full deteils of (Asss ) GB dad 
publicetion st the moment. 1 cau as- 4 
sure you, however, thet it is becked 
by very responsible nemes end will be 
receiving full publicity in due course. 


I heve mede e note of the fact 
thet you ere interested in this publi- 
cetion end will certeinly meke sure 
thet more itnformetion is sent to you 
in due course. 


Yours sincerely, 
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Jee QQ Atshew Z 


With Dr. Donald F. Kanaar’s 
Compliments and Thanks 


2. SOUTH Way, 
SHIRLEY. 
SURREY, 


’ 


From DR. Z. A. LEITNER. 52, Welbeck Street, 
* Welbeck 1078 London, W.| 


Dear Sirs, 


With reference to your 
questionnaire, I should be greatly 
interested to have further de- 
tails of your aims and organisa- 
tion, as you offer to supply 
them in your leaflet. 


Yours faithfully; 


4 


ae 


Mass Observation; 
7, Kensington Church Court, 
London We8-. 


MN» VF ernchrraeed : 


17th Mey 1949. 


Dr. 7%. Ae Leitner, 
52 Welbeck Street, 


Deer Pr. Lettner, 


Meany thenks for your letter of 
6th Mey esking’ for information sbout 
our eims end methods. 


Mess-Observation is an entirely 
independent, scientific, fect-finding 
body, which studies the habits, be-~ 
hevtour end opintons of ordinary people 
in thie country. It is concerned with 
escerteining the fects es accurately as 
posstble, developing and improving the 
methods for ascertetning those facts, 
end disseminating the ascertained facts 
es widely es possible. 


With regerd to the survey ebout 

which you received a questionnaire, I 

em unable to give you full deteils of 
publicetion while the field work ts stiil 
in pregress, but I can assure you thet 
this survey is becked by very responsible 
neles end also thet it is intended for 
publication by e reputable publisher. 


thet this 1s the information 
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12th October 1949. 


Dr. Eustace Chesser, 
92 Harley Street, 
London, Wels 


Deer Dr» Chesser, 


Many thanks for your letter of jrd October. I 
am so sorry for the delay in replying to it, but you will 
note that we have removed and your letter took sometime to 
reach us. 


Thenk you very much for your offer to co-operate 
with us in writing up our mesorse5 on sex» It is very 
good of you to do 80, but Mass-Obdservation has almost ¢gom- 


pleted ite own book on the subject and we hope this will be 
published in the Springs | 


Yours sincerely, 


Managing Director. 


EUSTACE CHESSER. 


92, HARLEY STREET, 


W.1. 


rd October, 1949 


he boon 

Mass Observation, 
“Bloome bury street, 
Le 
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Dear 


I notice that you have recently done a 
report on the sex behaviour of John Bull. 


If you have not already made arrangements, 
and you: are interested, I would be pleased to col- 
laborate in the writing of a book using your m 
as a basis. I have already written sg Leena FEAR 


material 


nur 
rmoA 


: 
owe , AND 


MARRIAGE AND FREGDOM, SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR 


mt a A\ 


ABNORMAL, UNWANTED Ch iIID, etc. 


Yours faithfully, 


ye 


LS&th Way's 1950. 


Mrs. DeHe Barasi 
43, Higheate Hill, 
ndon, Nel9. 


Dear iirs. Barasi, 
Thank you for your letter of 


LTT LAE RTE MIR Ne oh 


So 


Il am afraid that the Masse 
Observation 'Kinsey Report’ wiil not be avail~ 


able for some time to come but if you like 


we will add your name to those many others 


who are on a special waiting list to receive 


the results a8 S868 os available, 


Yours sincerely, 


San Paid tte 
4 ea i Pe © ty ee are The 
‘ by Ti rie Us oe, RA eri. : 
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September 1950 


Many thanks for your letter, 


© results of our gs 
ne eX survey have 
a a Rage 0 have appeared in the Sunday Piste nee 
ee pome yf « ee technical papers. I am afraid ? laws 
- —, a ese to spare permanently, but could } d = 
you temporarily should you like to read them” 


Yours sincere Ly, 


o 1950. 


— 
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ndex Nod 4045.) 1SEP 1950 


ear Sirs, | : 
Some time ago you sent out 
uestionaires on Sex Matters and I had 
hoped you would issue a Reprint or Bullitin 
to those.who contributed. 


Can you tell me please whether 
there is one available?. 


ww ee Lee ee ee erg age ae Oe eee rrr Ee ee ye FE reer tener 
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24, Queen's Head Yard, 
Sheering, 
via Bishop's stortford, Herts, 


gend February, 1950. 


Dear Mr England, 


Many thanks for your letter of 2lst 
February, and for the accompanying copy of the 
Public Opinion Quarterly. 


Yes, I shall be glad if you will put my name on 
the list for purchase of the book when it appears. 


Sincerely, 


ae ee 


(R.A.D.Forrest). 


'WALTER A. HAFNER ALFRED HAFNER OTTO H. HAFNER ALBERT DAUB 
President Vice-President Secretary-Treasurer General Manager 


Main Office: 31, East 10th Street, New York, 3, N.Y. Branches: London, Paris. 


ie STECHERT-HAFNER INC. 


Formerly G. E. Stechert & Co. ee pew Buhhod Wr 


BOOKS AND PERIODICALS scare 


Telephone: prisolgedsonng 
HOL. 0526 


2, STAR YARD, CAREY STREET 
CHANCERY LANE, 5 aang W.C.2 


London Manager: 
G. EDWARD HARRIS 


BKS /GHE /AS e5th Nov. 1949. 


Dear Sirs, 


Confirming to- dy's tele phone conver = 
sation regarding the following order,- 


REP; BKS: 21/11/49. 


British Research Group - Mass Observation. 


(issued as a sort of Englis h Kinsey Report) 
exact title not known, 


we shall be glad if you will place this order 
on record for delivery as and when published. 


Yours faithfully, 
STECHERT-HAPNER INC. 


London Manager. 


"Mass Observation", 


7, Kensington Church Court, 
LONDON, W.8. 


STECHERT-HAFNER SERVICE 
NEW—USED—OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS AND Shas depart IN ALL LANGUAGES AND SUBJECTS 


Se 


oe GL Le red 


lath daly 1951 


: Hon | lonaiour Jacques Mullie z 
| ‘Lonothe-Ca: odevil ie * 


Dear Sir, 
Your letter of Sth June has just been 
passed to ue by vr. Bibby. 
I em sorry to have to say that no 
tull report of our sex survey has yest been 
published, The account that you have read 


in the International Journal of Sexology 


is in fact the most authorhtative account 


vet available. 


Yours faithfully, 


JACQUES MULLIEZ es | 
} LAMOTHE-CAPDEVILLE inns 


® 


ist June 1951 


lirs. BeAsbtheridge, 
1545 Hest lOth Ave., 
Vancouver, 

Britisa Columbia, 
Canada, 


Deer Medan, 
hank you for your letter of 10th May. 


I am glad that you found the article in Pageant 
interesting, but we are cuite happy about the accuracy of 
the results. The survey was undertaken in 1949, send much 
of it was carried out with people of all ciasses, For the 
nost part the results that appeared in Pageant were based 
on a middie class sample, though one that cannot be said 
to be entirely typical. 


tT am afraid that the full survey has not been published, 
but if it possible for you in Canada to get hold of the 
American journal called the Public Opinion cuarterly (the 


issue of Winter 1949) this would give you many more facts 
about the survey. 


Yours sincerely, 


leonard England, — 
Managing Director, 
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We seo appreciate ee a reprint of your article; 


_dated ISSO 


Sincerely yours, 


the article in question available. 


With apologies, 
Yours faithfully, 


L-RiEngland, 
Managing Director. 
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Depa ~ ag | 
Seen of Alabama, | 
Alabama, 
UsSeiAe 
Thank you for your card of | 
24th December. | 
I am sorry to have to say, however, | 
that I have no further copies of | 


: Dear Doctor: 
| t would appreciate receiving 1 
| _A BRITISH SI 


Territorial Hospita 
Department of Clini 
Kaneohe, 

Hah. 

Lis 
Dear Sir, 

Thank you for 
January which has ; 
am sorry to have ta 
further copies of t 
article are availab 


Yours fe 


erely yours, 


~ Sine 
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ita 
nical Psychology, 


for your card of 19th 
as just arrived, but I 
e to tell you that no 
of the reprint of this 
iilable. 

s faithfully, 


LeR.Bngland, 
Managing Director. 


Dear Doctor England : 


May we please have a reprint of your paper, 


_ 6211-—A British sex survey | me 


Int. J. Sexol., 1950, 3, 148-15) 


if you have published other reports on this subject which | 
have not come to our attention, we should a preciate having 
reprints of them. | 
Thenk you, 


’ 


_-,Philip F. dD. Seitz, M. D. 
-Director of Psychictzric Research 


o ' , 


=» « 


e7th March 1951 


P oF -D.Seitz, MeD. 

eee ag veyehiatric Research, 
urtuent of Neuropsy try 

Schoo Medicine _— : 


Dear Sir, 
Thank you for your card of 25th 


January which has just arrived, but I 


am sorry to have to tell you that no 
further copies of the re ew 
article are available, — 


A further article on the . 
ror oe a - Anerican mi. 
mn ‘marterly for Winter 1 0, 
here again I regret that no suet. 


aveilable. 


Yours faithfully, 


 LR.Sngland 
_ ~‘Managing Director, 
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VISION RESEARCH UNIT, 
(MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL), 
INSTITUTE OF OPHTHALMOLOGY, 
JUDD STREET. LONDON, W.C.1.. 


I should greatly appreciate it if you could let me have 
a reprint of your paper on..f BM. 


which appeared in. Be 


S 


28th May 1 
Relph Gunter 5Sqe, 
Vision Research Unit, 
Institute of Ophthalmology, 
Judd Street, 
WeCele 


Dear Sir, 
Thank you for 


May which has only 


your card of Sth 
just been received 


sorry that I have no 
Fa et Ss arvicle left, but if 
é able to get some more 
o do) I will certainly 
let you have one. 


Yours faithfully, 


LR, Bngland, 
inna Director. 
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Yours sincerely, 
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Fa Sth February 1951 


Dr. Raymond S, Shrader, 


the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, 


Tennessee, 
U.S.ks 


“ 
ar Dr. Shrader, 


. 


Thank you for your letter of 
January 3rd but I am very sorry to 


~e 


say that i have no copies of 
revrints of the article or of the 


Journal of Sexology itself still 
available. 


With apologies, 


fours sincerely, 


"=e 


‘ THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE 
KNOXVILLE 
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY AND PSYCHOLOGY 


January $, 1950 


Dre Leonard England 
Mass-Ovservation 
Dear Dr. England? 


I should appreciate it very much if you would 
sendme a copy of your article "“ British sex survey’, 
appearing in the Int. Je Sexol., 1950, 

Very truly yours, 
Prasgurd Re. Wide. 


Raymond R. Shrader 
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5" nd you thet we first met at the IYC Cam at St. 
Neots in 1944 end agein st your home in Menchester in 1945. 
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lead from their more distinguished national brethren. This situation 
should be reversed. A national poll must be on the cautious side and 
must restrict itself to established techniques; local polls can be more 
audacious. Only the experimental testing of new tools on a local level 
will convince the nationwide surveyors that they should revise their 
techniques. Asking questions on a local level will yield tentative results 
which can then be tested on a national scale. 

Belden has rightly insisted that too much emphasis has hitherto 
been placed on the mechanics of polling and too little on a real know!- 
edge of political behavior. We may amend this to say that new tech- 
niques will make possible a deeper understanding of political attitudes, 
and that this new understanding will help us to improve our techniques. 
Our constant aim must be to probe ever deeper into the political mind 
in order to insure that our analyses are correct. 


Little Kinsey: An Outline of 
Sex Attitudes in Britain 


BY L. R. ENGLAND 


WHILE A NUMBER of surveys on sex attitudes prostitution, and related matters, and a more 
and habits have been conducted in the United _ restricted sample was asked about their per- 
States, they are far rarer in other countries. sonal sex habits. With some notable exceptions, 
This article outlines the results of a recent the results are consistent with those reached 
study along these lines in Great Britain. A in the Kinsey Report. 

national cross-section was asked for their atti- The author is Director of Mass-Observation, 
tudes on sex education, divorce, birth control, London. 


BR sists of the Public Opinion Quarterly may have heard rumors last 
summer of a Mass-Observation survey called “Little Kinsey.” In Eng- 
land the same job has often been vaguely referred to as “a sort of Gallup 
on a sort of Kinsey”! 

In fact, while this survey owed much to both doctors, it was an 
imitation of the work of neither, and the story of it may be of some 
interest in consequence. 

Despite many years of interest in the subject, Mass-Observation had 
never had the opportunity to undertake a survey of sex until the summer 
of 1949, and even when the chance came its scale allowed no comparison 
with the work of Dr. Kinsey. But considering the almost infinitesimal 
work that had been done on the subject—there are 19 sex surveys listed 
in Kinsey as having been done in America and not more than two 
have been undertaken in Great Britain—Mass-Observation worked 
out its plan of campaign with a very definite intention of providing an 
outline of as much of the field as possible rather than a detailed ap- 
proach to certain sectors of it. The results, which will be published in 
full early next year, are in no way intended to be similar to Dr. Kinsey’s. 
Indeed, ‘as will be discussed later, they are not even regarded as neces- 
sarily having any absolute validity. They are rather intended to be. 
a sketch map of the whole field, so that at a later date either Mass-Ob- 
servation or other workers may explore certain areas in far more detail 
with a rough idea, at any rate, of their relation to the general pattern. 

Another important point was inherent in the original plan. In 


588 PUBLIC OPINION QUARTERLY, WINTER 1949-50 


England, if not in America, much of the most important criticism of 
the Kinsey Report was centered on the argument that it implied that 
what was a habit of a majority was in consequence not morally to be 
censured. Regardless of whether or not Kinsey does imply this it seemed 
vital to Mass-Observation that in a preliminary survey such as this light 
should be thrown not merely on what people did but also on what they 
said. The clergy, the education authorities, and others. in positions of 
leadership, had made clear their attitudes toward sex education, divorce, 
prostitution, and so on, but nobody had any clear idea of the opinions 
of the mass of the people. And if. the recent Mass-Observation survey 
on gambling could be regarded as any criterion, the opinions of the 
masses were likely to be fundamentally different from those of their 
leaders. 

A third factor must be mentioned before discussing the methods 
employed in the survey and the results emerging from it. A social sur- 
vey organization of the type of Mass-Observation, which accepts nearly 
all its jobs on commission and 1s therefore likely to be studying Church- 
going this week, drunkenness next week, and interior decoration the 
week after, is in strong need of experts in the particular field of study, 
not so much to advise on method as to explain in detail the problems 
relevant to the field and to comment on the validity of the conclusions 
drawn from the survey. Expert counsel was felt to be particularly neces- 
sary in a sex survey and a board of assessors was therefore assembled 
to give general advice throughout. This board was formed mainly 
. through the invaluable help of Dr. David Mace, now at Drew Uni- 
versity, Madison, N.J., but for many years the Secretary of England’s 
National Marriage Guidance Council and a quite tireless worker in the 
cause of enlightenment on sex problems. With him on the board were: 
Dr. Clifford Allen, Psychiatrist to the Ministry of Pensions; Mr. Cyril 
Bibby, authority on sex education and British editor of the International 
Journal of Sexology; the late Mrs. Eva Hubback, author of a standard 
work on population problems; Mrs. Marjorie Hume, Chairman of the 
London Marriage Guidance Council; and Dr. G. C. Russell, of the 
Church of England Moral Welfare Council. 

Funds available for the survey were strictly limited and of the 
many ideas put forward for the survey clearly only a few could be im- 
plemented. Thus, although we were decidedly anxious not to use only 
one method of approach, it was inevitable that some lines of discovery 


a al 


2 RR a ARS 


as Wai sies BE See 


4 “ i. rh 9 JPR ae <3 ished ? ~S eS 
mimn svete Rvs as? TS RAREST 


Te ee 


Oi 
ee ree, Re lh Co i : ee oO er ee : P > ea oi 
: Spain sole si eet ts wie ane ae 


rt ~— eT ae ee : 
Bice Yin a he he na 


SEX ATTITUDES IN BRITAIN 589 


should be pursued on a larger scale than others. It was finally decided 
that a national cross-section questionnaire was an essential background 
for comparison, against which all other results could be placed, and 


therefore a direct interview was prepared and asked of a sample of 
2,000 people. 


LITTLE RESISTANCE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE 


As this questionnaire was started, even at the pilot stage, both 
ofhce staff and field-workers were uncomfortably aware of Kinsey 
stories that had been blown across the Atlantic (and had probably 
been blown up as well!), stories of mob violence, police cordons, and 
so on. But assured by our solicitors that we were not guilty of any 
crime, and with each investigator armed with a letter for use in case of 
extreme emergency, we sent out our field-workers to towns and villages 
from Scotland to Cornwall. Interviews were conducted only by men 
with men, and by women with women; and only especially trustworthy 
investigators were used. Nevertheless, plenty of trouble was expected. 

As it turned out, however, there was not one single unpleasant 
incident in the conducting of the whole questionnaire, and the refusal 
rate was as low as on any normal market research questionnaire. In 


' fact, whereas only 1 per cent of those approached refused to answer 


when they discovered the subject matter of the questionnaire, another 
II per cent actually agreed to answer a further questionnaire of a 
far more intimate type. 

To Mass-Observation this seems the most important of all the find- 
ings of the survey. We should perhaps not have been so surprised, for 
on previous occasions we had approached questionnaires on V.D. and 
on birth control with similar fears, only to find them unfounded. But 
so widespread is the assumption even among most of the experts that 
sex is a subject that people will not discuss, and so generally is it still 
argued in England that the common man resents the snooper with his 
notebook, that perhaps it was inevitable that some apprehension would 
have been felt. In fact, in this survey, as was the case with that on birth 
control, many people stopped at random in the street were eager to talk 
to perfect strangers who they were not likely to see again, possibly to 
get their worries and grievances off their chests. 

Whether such confessions were true or not is another matter, and 
certainly this approach through the street questionnaire made possible 
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none of the complicated checks used by Dr. Kinsey himself. Mass-Ob- 
servation quite frankly admits. that it cannot guarantee the absolute 
truth of its results, yet at the same time it can see no obvious traces of 
lying. Cyril Bibby, one of the advisors who went interviewing with 
an investigator, reported: 


“I did not observe anything to indicate that those questioned were un- 
willing to answer truly. How much this was due to the skill of the particu- 
lar investigator and how much those questioned may have been uncon- 
sciously deluding themselves, I do not know. But I was certainly left with a 
quite clear impression that true answers were obtained to the questions put.” 


Extra emphasis is given to this argument by the fact that in many cases 
people interviewed at random in the street were far less “conventional” 
than the leaders of opinion in their replies. There were doubtless ex- 
hibitionists in the sample who appreciated the bravado of, for example, 
approving of prostitution, but it seems unlikely that they outnumbered 
those who believed that there was something to be said for it but did 
not dare to admit holding this view. 

The questions put to the street sample were for the most part im- 
personal ones: not “Have you yourself been harmed by sex?”, but 
“Would you say that sex can harm people in any way?”;* not “Have 
you ever been to a prostitute?”, but “How do you feel about prostitu- 
tion?” There was, therefore, far less reason for respondents not to tell 
the truth, than if they had been asked directly about their personal 
unconventional experiences. 

Some difficulties were experienced in connection with terminology. 
One result of the general lack of discussion of sex in Great Britain is 
that few technical terms have yet acquired universal acceptance. Per- 
haps the best example is the word “tart” which in the South of England 
means a prostitute, while in the North it is used almost as an endear- 
ment. On a national survey this is a serious disadvantage, and although 
extensive pilot testing got rid of a number of troubles, a few remained. 
Also, the length of the questionnaire was such that detailed distinctions 


could not be made between “sex relations outside marriage” in the 
pre-marital and extra-marital senses. 


1 This is, of course, a leading question. It was used for probing purposes which cannot, 
unfortunately, be discussed here. 
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SOME PRELIMINARY RESULTS 


Results collected from this questionnaire would probably be re- 
garded as satisfactory by most of those concerned with attitudes on sex, 
in that generally sex education is widely approved and most people feel 
that there is nothing innately wrong or unpleasant in sex in itself. 
Marriage is still regarded as the vitally important center of sex rela- 
tionship, and only one person in six condones prostitution. But—and 
here there would be greater divergence of expert opinion as to whether 
this is a healthy or harmful sign—there is a fairly widespread belief 
that many cases of extra-marital and pre-marital relationship have a 
good justification, and often people who are living together without 
being married are cited as providing a better “example” than the 
married. 

As many questions as possible on background information were in- 
cluded on the questionnaire so that attempts could be made to relate 
attitudes on sex to other matters. Thus, as well as the age, sex, class 
and other usual information, questions were asked about number of 
children, age at which married, length of time married, happiness of 
parents’ marriage, Church-going, pub-going, and so on. Despite ex- 
tensive and exhaustive tabulations, only three factors appear to be as- 
sociated with basic differences in attitudes—and these not consistently 
or sharply: the sex of the respondent, his social class, and his religious 
beliefs. 

That sex and class should be related to fundamental differences 
of attitude regarding the relationships between the sexes is not at all 
surprising and need not be discussed here. But that religious belief 
affects attitudes toward sex is perhaps rather more worthy of comment, 
particularly in view of the Allinsmiths’ recent article in the Public 
Opimon Quarterly’ and Dr. Kinsey’s own discovery that with regard 
to sexual Aadit religion plays a smaller part than many other factors. 
Reconciliation between our findings and the above observations appears 
to lie in the fact that the Churches are the only important bodies to 
have produced a complete code of sexual morality, and that Church- 
goers are in consequence the only group which, when confronted 
with a sudden question on, say, prostitution or divorce, tends to be 
ready with a preconceived and preconsidered answer. There is there- 


2 Vol. 12, No. 3 (1948), p. 377. 
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fore a similarity in their replies that transcends age, class, and other 
differences. On the other hand, support is given to the argument that 
much Church teaching lacks effect even on the faithful by the fact 
that official doctrine is least likely to be mentioned with respect to the 
subjects on which respondents have the most personal experience. For 
example, even among Roman Catholics 43 per cent were willing to 
admit to a total stranger their belief in the value of birth control. 


MORE PERSONAL DATA OBTAINED BY MAIL QUESTIONNAIRE 


The last question on this street questionnaire was an optional one, 
to be asked at the discretion of the investigator. It inquired whether 
respondents would be willing to answer further and more personal 
questions by post. This second questionnaire was concerned with their 
personal habits and asked them if they themselves had had extra-mart- 
tal relationships, intercourse with prostitutes, homosexual relations, etc., 
as well as the degree of satisfaction they obtained from the sexual act, 
and so on. Eleven per cent of the sample expressed willingness to help 
by answering these further questions. There was still a possibility, 
however, that some of these 200 had not understood the interviewer, 
and for this reason—and also to get their acceptance in writing—a let- 
ter was sent to each one asking them to confirm willingness. To this 
there was a 33 per cent response (with business reply envelopes) and to 
such members of the street sample a Aadit questionnaire was therefore 
sent. Again about a third returned it completed. 

No better response to this questionnaire from this group had been 
anticipated, and it was here that Mass-Observation’s National Panel of 
Voluntary Observers came into play. This panel, to which reference 
_ has been made before in this journal, consists predominantly of middle 
class people of more than average intelligence. All panel members are 
volunteers, and in return for a monthly Bulletin giving a report on some 
Mass-Observation survey, they send in lengthy replies to written ques- 
tions on various subjects. Panel strength at the time of writing is about 
1,200, and an average reply in any one month is 750-800. The bias of its 
make-up naturally limits the panel’s effectiveness, but it has constantly 
proved quite invaluable for qualitative work. Often, too, changes of 
opinion noted in the panel are reflected by a general sample months 

or even years later. _ 


A word-for-word copy of the questionnaire asked of the street sample 
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was sent to all members of the panel. This is an unusual process, for 
normally the members are asked rather general questions to which 
they reply at length. This time they were requested to give short an- 
swers only, but all were invited to express willingness to cooperate 
with a further questionnaire on habit. A normal number—actually just 
under 700—filled in the first “attitude” questionnaire. About 80 per cent 
of these expressed willingness to help with the “habit” questionnaire. 
And, in fact, nearly 75 per cent of these volunteers did so, for no less 
than 409 replies were received. 

We thus had a cross-section street sample of 2,000 on “attitude,” 
together with a selected few on “habit.” We also had some 400 further 
questionnaires on “habit” from a non-random group. But we had the 
opinions of this non-random group on the same issues as the street 
sample, and the characteristics of the two groups could therefore be 
compared. 

In general, the panel sample showed more “modern” views on sex 
than even the middle class group of the street sample, but within both 
groups there were similar differences between, for instance, men and 
women, young and old. It had also been found from previous experi- 
ence with the panel that this group is closer to the general public on 
what they do than on what they think. With these points in mind it 
seemed probable that the results of the panel case histories could be 
said to have some general validity. , 


FINDINGS AS TO HABITS 


The results from this questionnaire, if less surprising since Kinsey, 
reveal widespread variations from “official” morality. Thus, 82 per cent 
of the sample say that they have masturbated at some time of their life, 
and 21 per cent still do so weekly. Of the men, 25 per cent admit 
to having been with prostitutes, and two-thirds of these within the 
last five years. Of the married people, 38 per cent admit to having had 
sexual relationships with their spouse before marriage, and 24 per cent 
say that they have had relationships with other men or women since mar- 
riage. Even among those who did not cohabit before marriage a 
common deterrent is said to be not a moral one but fear of having a 
baby. Twelve per cent have had physical homosexual relationships, and 
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8 per cent admit to homosexual leanings at some time in their life.’ 


The table below expresses the sex habits of this group in a different 
way: 


9°, were single and had had no sexual intercourse. 
9°/, were single and had had no sexual intercourse but had experienced 
love play. 
16°%% were single and had had sexual intercourse. 
27°/, were married and had had only marital intercourse. 
8°4, were married and had had pre-marital intercourse with their spouse 
only, but no extra-marital intercourse. 
15% were married and had had pre-marital intercourse with their spouse 
and/or other person(s), but no extra-marital relationship. 
13° were married and had had pre-marital and extra-marital experience. 
eo) 


3°, were married and had had no pre-marital intercourse but had had 
extra-marital experience. 


Although the panel sample is more intelligent as well as more mid- 
dle class than a random cross-section, it still represents for the most part 
people who have no concern with sex and sex problems except with 
respect to themselves and their own families. It seemed essential that 


an exploratory survey of this type should not entirely ignore the opin- 


ion of the “experts,” those people who were concerned either morally 
or physically with the sex life of others. 


ATTITUDES OF OPINION LEADERS 


To explore the attitudes of opinion leaders on sex, three groups were 
selected—doctors, clergy, and school teachers. These are, of course, not 
all the groups so concerned, but seemed to be among the most import- 
ant. A random sample for each group was selected from the relevant 
year books and was sent by post (with business reply envelopes) a 
short questionnaire asking for opinions on the general headings of the 
survey (birth control, sex education, divorce, and so on). Fifteen per 
cent of those circularized replied—some at great length, others rather 


more briefly, including one retired chaplain who thought the whole 
questionnaire was “Gunpowder” | 


8 These last results are perhaps the most startlingly different of all from the Kinsey report. 
It may be worth noting, however, that before the survey started, two independent statements 
were obtained by Mass-Observation, one from a Harley Street sexologist and one from a prosti- 


tute. Both said that they thought that the Kinsey report applied — to Britain, except 
Jor the high incidence of homosexuality. 
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On the whole, all three groups expressed more rigid views than 
either the street or the panel sample, the clergy particularly believing in 
the sanctity of marriage, the evil of all extra-marital relationships, and 
the improbability of “circumstances altering cases.” Thus: 


51% of the panel sample are unreservedly opposed to prostitution. 
60°% of the street sample “ “ ‘ ; 


70%, of the teachers . i ‘ 
yr A of the doctors é¢ 6¢ ée ae as 
93% of the clergy + Ts 6c ec é¢ éc 


And, at the opposite end of the scale: 


56% of the panel sample are unreservedly in favor of marriage. 
58% of the street sample si 66 re 66 &< 66 


75°, of the doctors &¢ cc iT 4 6c <c 6c 
80% of the teachers 0 et ee ey . 
90°%, of the clergy «cc tT 66 6 sé éé 


Just as the Church-goers have the most homogeneous attitudes toward 


sex among the street sample, so do the clergy among the experts. The 
same factors are presumably operative. 


OPEN-END QUESTIONS 


So much for the questionnaire work undertaken in this survey, 
although one final word should perhaps be said on it. Mass-Observation, 
according to its usual principles, tried wherever possible to ask open-end 
questions and record verbatim replies. This meant that in a number of 
instances, particularly with the panel, case histories of some length were 
available, and nearly all replies provided more insight into the respond- 
_ent’s character than a simple word or check-mark on a code sheet could 
ever hope to do. From the statistical point of view such reports are 
perhaps of no help, but surely our general understanding of educational 
problems is aided by the knowledge that at least one woman, when 
asked the meaning of “birth control,” replied not with a terse “don’t 
know,” but that it was probably one of the new controls of the Socialist 
Government. Similarly, new light was thrown on sabbatarianism by the 
farmer who, believing that sex should be kept rigidly under control, 
refused to put his bull with the cows on Sunday. The practical problem 
of sex education is surely expressed better in the following quotations 


than in any percentages. The first is from a railwayman’s wife in a little 
country town: 


_ 
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“I remember my next-door neighbour was going to have a baby and 
I was talking to her. I’d noticed her little girl standing at the front door 
looking at the sky for some weeks past and I asked her what she was 
looking for. The woman said with a laugh ‘Oh, she’s been out there for 
weeks, looking for the stork bringing the baby.’ She obviously thought 
it very funny but I was shocked, and said it was being cruel to the child, 
and that I’d told my children all about babies and thought it was the 
kindest and safest thing to do. Well—my little girl used to play with the 
child next door and about a week later I heard that this woman had said 


that her daughter wasn’t to talk or play with ours because ours was being 
brought up to have a vulgar mind.” 


And the second is from a retired middle class woman in the West 
Country: 


“It depends on how it’s given. If the teacher has a sympathetic insight 
into life apart from academic knowledge—I have seen the results and it 
can be very fine. It unfolds all through life, because when you have a 
little child out for a walk you teach it about the flowers and you teach it 
about animals. It unfolds naturally up to the adolescent stage when you 
teach deeper truths with moral principles... . A little girl I knew flung 
her arms around her mother’s neck and said ‘Oh, Mummy, isn’t it beauti- 
ful to think I’m a little bit of you.’ But she always had a beautiful mind.” 


Less beautiful, perhaps, is the factory worker’s belief that “you can 
see women that’s never been happy and men that’s never had a woman, 
and they look as if they’re going seedy; they have that green and mouldy 
look.” 

Quotes in an article like this tend, probably inevitably, to emphasize 
the colorful matter rather than the typical. But they all throw light not 
merely on people’s way of speaking but also on their way of thinking. 


STEELTOWN AND CHURCHTOWN 


It is the existence of the above questionnaires that gives justification 
to the statement that Mass-Observation’s survey was a “sort of Gallup.” 
But Mass-Observation has never forgotten that its name implies the 
observation of the masses. A sex survey is probably not merely the most 
difficult of all types of inquiry when it.comes to observation—quite apart 
from the legal problem of “Peeping Toms”—but is also the least likely 
to be really valuable on the observational level. There are, however, cer- 
tain aspects where observation can fill a useful function—among them 
the conventions of courtship, and the open activities of prostitutes. 
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“Conventions of courtship” constitute, of course, a survey of their 
own, and here again Mass-Observation has done nothing except produce 
a very rough sketch map of the general situation. Field-work was con- 
centrated mainly in two towns, chosen to contrast with each other—a 
northern steel town and a midland cathedral city. In addition to observ- 
ing behavior in these two cities, interviews were made with the police, 
clergymen, probation and welfare officers, and anybody who would be 
able to add pertinent information. Statistics of illegitimacy, V.D., and 
sO on, were also studied. 

The resultant pictures of Steeltown and Churchtown, as the places 
were christened, revealed that although there was hardly any superficial 
relationship between the two cities, the basic sex problem showed few 
variations. Thus, in Churchtown a girl who had danced with an investi- 
gator all the evening and let him take her home refused to let him even 
hold her hand because, as she put it, “this isn’t London, and all the 
people would talk,” whereas in Steeltown another investigator found 
almost no difficulty at all in establishing far closer relationships almost 
at once. In Churchtown no off-color jokes are allowed at the local music 
hall; in Steeltown they are welcomed. In Steeltown there are four pubs 
that are used almost exclusively as brothels (admittedly mainly for 
sailors) while in Churchtown there is not even one that is generally 
known as a place where girls can be picked up. Yet for all this, allowing 
for the difference in the size of the towns, etc., there is very little differ- 
ence in the incidence of V.D. and the illegitimacy rate as between the 
two towns. | 

With regard to prostitution outside Steeltown and Churchtown, 
Mass-Observation was able to collect information from informants who 
reported on various aspects of the situation as they knew it. One, for 
instance, had spent three months in a brothel, another was an accepted 
habituée of Soho. These reports may, of course, be colored, but they com- 
pare remarkably closely not merely with each other but also with outside 
information collected, for example, from members of the panel who 
reported on their experiences with prostitutes. 


PUZZLED PEOPLE 


And with all this rather heterogeneous mass of material available, 
what generalizations has Mass-Observation been able to draw? Perhaps 
what stands out most clearly is the fact that in the field of sex, as in many 
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others, modern man is confused. A recent Mass-Observation survey on 
religious beliefs was published under the title Puzzled People. The find- 
ings of the sex survey could be given the same title. This may, of course, 
_ be no new state of affairs, but today in sex, as in so many other fields, the 
“leaders” are talking one language, the “led” another. Is the “common 
man” to believe the law which tells him that homosexuality is a punish- 
able offense, or is he to base his judgments on observation of the two 
next door who harm nobody, and are, in other respects, apparently 
“moral”? Is he to believe the Church when it preaches that all fornica- 
tion is sin, or to weigh more heavily the fact that he had intercourse 
before marriage without suffering as yet? Is he to believe pamphlets 
that tell him that masturbation will do him incalculable physical dam- 
age, or to trust his own experience? 

The fact that so little is said on these subjects, that a wall of secrecy 
is built up around sex, adds to the confusion and makes simple explana- 
tion more difficult. It increases, too, the very common worry over what 
is “normal” in sex. It has been noted above that on the whole people 
have what is regarded as a “healthy” attitude toward sex, particularly on 
matters in which they have personal experience rather than on those in 
which they have to rely on the opinions of others. But a middle course 1s 
difficult to steer to one who has had little basic instruction. Life without 
sex may be an unfulfilled life, but does it therefore follow that a nympho- 
maniac 1s the ideally happy person? Divorce ought perhaps to be made 
easier, but_easy divorce destroys the significance of marriage. And so 
on. If any single result emerges from this survey it is the need for edu- 
cation. Although people are willing to talk about sex and are by no 
- means insulted at the mere suggestion of such discussion, nevertheless 
sex education is needed not simply to teach the young “the facts of life,” 
but also to acquaint everybody with the part that sex plays in each per- 
son’s life story. 

It should in all fairness be pointed out that nowhere in England 
~ does there remain a very severe opposition to sex education to the young, 
a most rapid change of opinion having taken place in the last ten years. 
Even among the clergy there is little belief that sex education in some 
form or other is not valuable. But for the adult, whose fundamental ideas 
on sex are usually sound, more advanced education is hardly ever talked 
of, outside of marriage guidance clinics and a few other circles. 
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THE CRITICS BLAST 


“Little Kinsey” (which will not, incidentally, be the final title of 
this report!) has not yet been published in its entirety, but much of it has 
appeared in a series of newspaper stories. This article is, therefore, a 
progress report rather than a summing up. Similarly, most critics seem 
to have reserved their judgment until they have an opportunity to see 
the final publication. 

The comments that have been made thus far divide into three 
groups: 


a) thatthe survey is pornographic. 
b) that it is sketchy. 


c) that it is obvious. 


Comments under the first head have been rare, fortunately, and though 
one or two individuals have suggested that the whole idea of the survey 
is “disgusting,” there has certainly been no public outcry of any descrip- 
tion. This is perhaps remarkable in view of the very popular circum- 
stances of its first appearance (an outline of the findings was published 
in the London Sunday Pictorial, with a circulation of five million) and 
of its lack of the academic background of the Kinsey Report. Actually, 
the clergyman who began by accusing Mass-Observation of sending out 
a questionnaire loaded with “Gunpowder” continued, “I count it in- 
fernal insolence on your part that you sent it me. If you really want to 
know the right answers to your questions, which I doubt, you will find 
them within yourself.” But he was unique in his abuse. 

That the survey is “sketchy” is of course perfectly true, and Mass- 
Observation is at pains to make it quite clear that there was no intention 
that it should be anything else. Many of the limitations and gaps in the 
survey were fully appreciated even at the planning stage, and were 
inevitable in view of cost difficulties or time factors. Many more became 
obvious at an early stage. Questions on homosexuality, for instance, had 
to be omitted completely from the street sample questionnaire, mainly 
because of the number of questions already involved, partly because of 
the difficulty of phrasing the question, and partly because of the genuine 
disgust that such a question aroused in many respondents who were 
perfectly prepared to answer on all other subjects. But in view of the 
fact that the main purpose of the survey was the provision of an outline, 
rather than a detailed picture, this criticism is in reality a compliment! 
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A sketch map, too, should be obvious, but it is this criticism that is 
perhaps the most telling. One newspaper took Mass-Observation to task 
for announcing “the outstanding scientific discovery that on the whole 
most people believe that sex, within conventionally accepted bounds, is 
a desirable and healthy function.” Other comments in the original news- 
paper articles produced the obvious with the same air of profundity. 
_ This, of course, is one of the oldest and most regular complaints against 
any Mass-Observation survey and probably against any survey anywhere. 
There 1s certainly more justification in this case than there is ordinarily 
for the very reason that so little attempt has been made to go below the 
surface, but on the other hand it seems highly doubtful if more than-a 
handful of experts could have anticipated al] the results. And it 1s 
equally unlikely that anybody would not, before the report, have argued 
that some facts reported therein are basically untrue. They may still so 
argue, of course, but now they have to argue against a survey rather than 
against a hunch! 

This then, in outline, is Mass-Observation’s sex survey. We now sit 
back and wait for further comment, perhaps in the hope that the experts 
will be as kind as a man stopped by Mass-Observation in the street a 
few months ago and asked what he thought was the most important 
thing in the news. Ignoring atom bombs, economic crises, strikes, and 
‘droughts, and quite unaware that thé investigator to whom he was 


talking was a Mass-Observer, this man said he felt that the most impor- 


tant thing in the news was a series of articles in a Sunday newspaper 
telling him enlightening facts about the sex question! 


A Public Relations ‘Technique 
tor Explaining Foreign ‘Trade 


BY C. STUART SIEBERT, JR., AND WILLIAM E. PETERS, JR. 


IF PEOPLE in foreign countries should stop buy- 
ing American-made fountain pens, a substantial 
number of employees in the Parker Pen Com- 
pany’s Janesville, Wisconsin, plant would be 
likely to lose their jobs. How could the workers 
and townspeople best be informed about the 


in an ingenious public relations program, the 
effects of which spread far beyond the borders 
of Janesville. 


Mr. Siebert is Director of Public Relations for 


the J. Walter Thompson Company Chicago | 


ofhce. Mr. Peters is an account executive for 


effects of this development—and the solution _ public relations, also with the J. Walter Thomp- 
for it? The answer to this problem was found son Company. 


nm responsibility of industry to explain to its employees and to the 
community at large the significance of business developments affecting 
their mutual welfare is a fundamental concept in any well-conceived 
public relations philosophy. Thus, such long-term economic trends as 
inflation, depression, or a gradual change in the status of foreign trade, 
and the potential effects of these trends on a particular company, must 
be considered worthy of discussion with the employees of that company 
and with the community associated with it. 

Such developments and their interpretation, however, are often con- 
troversial in the extreme, frequently to the point that they constitute the 
major political issues of the day.-Selection of the proper context in which 
to discuss them is correspondingly difficult. 

This account deals with a technique used by the Parker Pen Com- 
pany of Janesville, Wisconsin, to explain to its employees and to the 
community as a whole the significance of the potential loss of certain of 


the company’s foreign markets. 


IMPORTANCE OF FOREIGN TRADE 


In the summer of 1947 an inevitable reduction in the export of 
fountain pens, along with hundreds of other American-made items in 
the luxury and specialty lines, could be clearly foreseen. Many war- 
impoverished countries had found themselves caught between a high 
consumer demand, dwindling dollar reserves, and an unfavorable bal- 
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performed more, bestiarum oF a. la vache 
$.6., @ -postertors. ‘LeMon Clark is right 
when he mentions that we were designed 
as quadrupeds. Therefore. intercourse 
from the back of the woman is the most 
natural one.. This can be performed either 
in the side-to-side posture with the male 
partner behind, or better still with the 
woman in Sims’, knee-elbow or shoulder 
position, the husband standing in front 
of. the bed. The female genitals have to 
be red age than the other parts of her 

‘The stimulating effect of this 
kind of intercourse must not be explained 
away as LeMon Clark does by the melo- 
dious movements of the testicles like a 
knocker. on the clitoris, but is merely 
caused -by the direct thrust of the penis 
towards the urethral erotic zone. Certain 
it is that this area in-the anterior vaginal 
wall is a primary erotic zone, perhaps 
more important than the clitoris, which 
got its erotic supremacy: only in the: yi 
of necking. — 

The erotising effect of the coitus a 
posteriori is very great, as only in this 
position the most~ stimulating parts of 
both partners are brought in closest 
contact f.e., clitoris and anterior vaginal 
wall of the wife and the sensitive parts 
of the glans penis.: 

This short: paper will, I hope, show 
that the anterior wall of the vagina along 
the urethra is the seat of a distinct 
erotogenic zone and has tobe taken into 
account more in the treatment of ae 
sexual deficiency. © | 
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A BRITISH SEX SURVEY 
By LEONARD ENGLAND 


" When the Kinsey hullaballoo < 
and the irrelevancies | were forg § " 
was left in The Sexual Behoviowr 
Human ‘Male one of the’ most impe 
documents of its kind that had ever a 
sustained ‘objections to the. reports 
first was a statistical one: that | ‘ 
sample was not a correct cre section: 
American: male - population, ‘and 4 
that his results:had limited + 
those he had interviewed. ‘And ¢ 
was an ethical one ; that 
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and attempts were: therefore ‘made to: form:.a 
-poard of asséssors to examine the results and 
‘discuss : their : validity,:. On this board ‘we 
were fortunate. enough to obtain the verj 
yaluable help -of “Opn Bibby (British editor 
of. this Journal) -Dr. Clifford: Ballon, ‘(the psy- 
chologist), Mrs. jorie Hume (Chairman 
of the Loridon - Guidance: Council), 
the laté .Mrs.° Eva’ Hu ‘(then- 
of Morley one’). Dr. David Mace (at that 
time -Secretary of the Marriage Guidance 
Council), and Dr. Gilbert Russell (of the 
Church of Bagiand ara — er 


‘Methods 


When Mass-Observation finally decided 
that this survey was a practical 
it did not of course have funds on an 
like the Kinsey scale and the amount of work 
that could-be undertaken was in consequence 
strictly . limited.- It was agreed,: however 


ensure that “‘official’’ opinion was adequately 
collected, a special Vier aoerenneee was 
mr agp gh 1000. er cid or 


The results are compared to a 
not meeeey pen SF | eae oe 
lack 


at 


aii 


gE g 


EE 


ef 
3 


.. la. K BRITISH:.SEX SURVEY. < ....":: 


149 


attitudes : to,.. say, © > prostitution, than - the 
“leaders of opinion’; while, among the .mid- 
dle: class: (but. not’ noticeably. exhibitionist) 
Panel, one’ member in four admits to inter- 
course . with .. itutes;. In the. few. cases 
where official statistics provide some check 
Mass-Observation «results bear the: ‘stamp 
of ‘truth; :. a Bibby reported after 
room ams * cite ang from Mase- 


st aid not ‘slate sinytiaiese ‘o indicate 
that those questioned were unwilling 
to answer:truly: -_How much this 
was due to the skill of the particular 
in ‘and how. much those 
questioned may have been uncons- 
ciously . deluding themselves, - I do 
not know. But Iwas certainly 
left with a quite clear impression 
‘that true answers were — 
the questions put.” . 


"Sp ‘acl: Cll Sa’ a ile ctl linn’ e 
the survey and its methods. The rest of 
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of analgesia or a new Government control. (iii) 


On the whole, the majority know what 
birth control means and are in favour of the 
process, cy Spe gor who rt Po some 
approving an y 15% defini i 
a Here there can be noted big leans 
differences, those with higher incomes being 
very Much more in favour.than those with 
low ones, Religious adherents of Anglican- 
ism and Nonconformity are similar in their 
attitude to the non-Churchgoers; among 
Roman Catholics nearly two-fifths (37%) ex- 
press of ‘birth: control,’ ‘in ap t 
opposi to the ‘official teaching’ of their 
Church. There“ is évidence,‘ particularly 
among the qualitative material, that many 
Roman Catholics are consciously and openly 
resisting the policy of their Church‘ on a 
matter so personal and on which’ 


experience differs from official teaching. - 


Among the ‘leaders of. opinion’ doctors 
and teachers are more in favour than the 
street sample, but clergymen are more oppos- 
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instance, says 


control, 
My wife and I would 


very much like to have 


written” by-°a ‘doct 
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be pointed out that knowledge of various 
methods of birth-control is fairly widespread 
among this group. Table 2 shows the vari 
ous methods used by the Panel. 


Marriage | 
Out of Mass-Observation’s street sample :-- 
58% ‘were unreservedly in favour of 


15% - were in favour provided that the 
ae ers were co-operative. 
8% sai ners — 33 or failure 
5% said that its success ox failure de- 
| a factors (e.g. 
4% had feelings. ey 
4%, had no feelings. 
2% made miscellaneous comments. 
Despite the limited tolerance that will be 


there is. in 
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whole there is a close correlation between 
séxual satisfaction, and satisfaction with 


matriage in its entirety. 
Divorce 


A spiritual view of marriage implies that 


petty everyday annoyances are less import- 
ant than its lifelong significance. For this 


reason we find that the clergy as.the group 
most vehemently oppésed to divorce, with 
other groups ing a far greater latitude. 
pr if the idea of divorce finds little strong 
isapproval except among the clergy, there 
is mr a seldom an yomngge S about 
appro a one every says 
simply that divorce should be easier, a far 
more common it being that divorce, 
although an evil, may be the lesser of two. 
Clergy and lay differ not merely on basic 
attitudes but also.on the reasons for divorce. 
Thus the street sample very ~ frequently 
argue: that. “incompatibility ’ is the . best 
reason for. divorce, few seeming to realise 
that by the laws of England ‘this is insuffi- 
cient ground. The reason ‘.of sexual mis- 
conduct is not:commonly given except by 
the clergy. Reve | 
Pre-and extra-marital velations 
It was, unfortunatel , ‘inevitable — 


] ya mn 2 tan *¥ it : i ae 
pre-marital relationships are fornication and 
therefore sin and that extra-marital relation- 


The circumstance which particularly alters 
question of 
concerned are married 


the case is not so much the 
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Homosexuality 


ject tackled. Piloting, however, revealed 


difficulty 6 wording the question) no ques- 
tions were asked ‘to the general sample on 
the Panel, however, 


older "bene were “the: leaist 7 

present standards, being far‘more: Topliden te 

believe the worst of the ‘modern generation. 

Clergy, too, were very - pessimistic, . though 

doctors and teachers were . vo ono i 

optimistic than the man in the strec 
standards’ are in: fact . 
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city 
appeared on the surface to be much more 
innocuous than that in a northern steel town. 


Even in the music hall in the cathedral city, 
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and there is no doubt that just as a Mass- 


Observation book on religion published a few 
years ago was called Puzzled People so could 
this survey on sex also be named. Until it is 
generally accepted that sex should not be a 
subject ‘to be spoken about in whispers, 
the general move towards a more rational 
Pe ee 
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ple in the street sample 
opinions of sex éfiication, 
eg each the idea: © whole- 
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the heartedly. dlesppre 


bP. of men 

17% ‘ of women * 

9% of middle class —— 

12% of artisan people 

17% of unskilled working class people 
16% of. 0 er who had left schoo! before 


15% © 
11% of os who had _-left schoo! bet- 
‘ween 154 and 164 
: @ of people who had left school later 
than 16} 
% of people aged 24 and under 
14 of- people aged between 25 and 44 


| 23% of le aged 45 and over 
ur doners 
ea 14% of: people living in towns with 


‘populations o 100,000 or more 
oom ‘of people. maitre, § in towns with 

populations of less than 100,000 
15% of people living in rural areas 
is@i.o eos at 


16% * ep ‘who-say they are Roman 
13% of le-who say they: are Non- 


ey W% eg) le ‘who say they have been 
: 4 - le within the last month 
* “it o st poople wh who say they go to church 
wis orale: daw dev Pvithin ‘the 
last month | 


le who say they do not go 
urch at all. 
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3% who say that they never use any 
z method 


3% » » that they only have inter- 
course when they wish 
to conceive 

S% » » Saat they or their partners 
are infertile. 


TABLE 3 


Sexual Relationships of the Panel: 
9% are single and say that they have 
had no sexual intercourse. 
9% are single, and say that they have 
8 no rgerysnr te coheee but 
eee ve experien oveplay. 

16% are single, and say they have had 
sexual intercourse. 

27% are married, and say they have 
only had marital intercourse. 

8% are married, and say they have had 
pre-marital intercourse with their 
‘spouse only, but no extra-marital 
intercourse. 

15% are married, and say they have 
had pre-marital intercourse with 
their spouse and/or other per- 

a! but no extra-marital inter- 


13%: are gone BY and say they have 
had e-marital and  extra- 
marital intercourse. _ 

3% are married, and say they have 
had no pre-marital intercourse 
but. have had. extra-marital 
intercourse, 


SEXUAL: JEALOUSY AND 
CIVILIZATION 


By ANTHONY M. LUDOVICI, Suffolk 
(Continued from Page 76, Vol. III, No. 2) 


In: my first article on this subject, I 
said I would deal with the question of the 
Anglo-Saxon’s responsibility for staging 
the second great wave of sex-phobia which, 
after the 17th century, swept across the 
civilized world and, by forcing into other 
channels than sex the expression of much 
human energy, wildly accelerated the 
tempo and “vastly diversified the mani- 

‘festations of the development that has 
culminated in present day Western Civili- 
zation. 

The mc a Aged poe genie the 
Anglo-Saxons as principal promoters 
of our mechanized and acquisitive civili- 
zation are well establi and nowhere 


contested. But, although general 
‘ment. _ to have been ouaal “on 


am aware, no scrutiny of the reasons 


delve wtih cies deeply ill nth 


neighbour's ‘douse of 'g 


“pleasurable indulgence as an's 
itself,” from the primitive =nc9 


this matter, there has been, so far 


precisely the English people — 
have been moved to inaugurate 
champion the momentous cha i 
ultimately brought Western Civili 
into being. It is not enough 04 
to England's insular position, her 
sive seaboard and seafaring po 
her iron and coal, her shipping 
enterprise of her seamen, exple rs; 
and adventurers. - e ‘we: are” 


clined towards humanity, in. onde 
ne concentrated. chiefly. -¢ 
oney-making, mechanized indus 
the exploitation of ma og 
more primitive peo or the<p 
of enrichment and Empire ; ts 
to know why ‘these relatively “t 
pre-occupations supplanted warn 
itive, and less barbarous inte rs 
in short, we are to know why, for ing 
as early as the ret A he 
century, a very sensitive 
Pope, warned his coun ete ait 
proper study was ; 


be too ready to accept | merely 6 
explanations. We have, in. facta 
to discover the influence, which. 
up the. original outlets’ of energ} 
forced them into other Ghannelap 
to explain why the’ English in: par 
were the original” geen 


which it radiated. As I suge gested 
first article, the influence. was iris 
and Puritanism has its origins, 3 ing 
or, better. still, sensual. jealousy: ix oi 


also a source 0 


Now Dr. Robert Briflanlt 
Puritanism and its habit of tr 


of exciting the envy and © 
supernatural beings, and he 3° doen 
right. Thus, he says: “ven i iti 


metaghyical Moe the Puritans, was a force 


was differentiating the study of Man from studies of a more tra ace aa 
But it ie. well to bear.in auind teat, she solighows. S “of the ! 


a sentient, aesthetic, pleasure-loving and above all love-making alg 


ists S 
Cz 


Vol. III, No. 3 


‘Why is it meritorious to eschew enjoy- 
ment ?’ The only answer in accordance 
with the historical origin of the principle 
is that the avoidance of ro serves 
to avert the envy of oblins and 
gods. (Sin and Sex, — IV) . Seeing, 
therefore, that “the desire for sexual 
gratification is far more difficult to sup- 
press than any other,” it follows that 
sexual abstinence or, at least, the strict 
rationing of sexual pleasure must, as a 
marked effort in the direction of placating 
the gods, be inordinately gratifying to 
them. (Zbid. Chap. V) 


This is all very reasonable and, from 
the standpoint of religious evolution, 
probably quite accurate. It is, however, 
strange that Briffault did not go one step 
further and draw the logical inference from 
this sketch of the origins of Puritan 
sex-phobia. And yet this inference is 
surely palpable. For, since the savage 
and primitive Man in general can have 
only the a of his own mental processes 
to draw , when he depicts the nature 
of his or God, we can hardly avoid 
the conclusion that, if, as a rule, he 
assumes that pleasurable indulgence ex- 
cites the envy and jealousy of supernatural 
beings, it is because he knows that he 
himself and his fellows are prone to react 
in this way. If then, among the 
of life, sexual indulgence stands high, if 
not highest, we may safely conclude that, 
on this very account, it is likely to excite 
the most envy. —Envy in whom ?—In 
the gods! Yes: but; as we have seen, 
in reality, in men themselves. 


To say, then, as Bri ffault does, that 
Puritanism has its origin in the belief 
that the gods are envious of pleasurable 


nes (including, above all, sexual 


amounts . to arenas that 
Parteediebh ole pact omni) on the 


tf sdb gesn-er When, therefore, 


te without qualifications of any sort, 
. that Puritanism in sexual, or 
sensual, jealousy, I merely cut a lor 
story short ; for, at spo ape Briffault an 
the anthr 

whom he rele ey the se only 
less briefly. 
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that the English are 


155 


in Europe, peculiarly prone to sexual 
jealousy and sens a at a in general ? 

On a priors grounds, and on the basis 
of the derivation of Puritanism from 
sexual and sensual jealousy, we would 
be led to assume, first, that the English 
are of all civilized people most enamoured 
of the pleasures ates (on the prin- 
ciple that he is most likely, to feel jealousy 
who is most keenly aware of the pleasures 
of a certain ), and secondly, 
as a consequence of the first assumption, 
peculiarly sensual. 
For, to argue that the English are a 
peculiarly jealous people would involve 
us in the necessity of proving that they 
are more jealous than other folk in 
every respect; which would land us in 
many absurdities. For instance, there is 
little evidence to show that the English 
are inordinately jealous of the French 
love and cultivation of form, or of German 
thoroughness, or of Italian high quality 
in certain ineering work, from 
the making of bicycle pedals to the 
designing of battleships, or of the Hindu’s 
mastery in the realm of family relations, 
or of the Chinese mastery of kitchen 
gardening. Within England itself; we 
do not find the people more prone to 
jealousy of intellectual gifts, or of health, 
or of industry, in their neighbours, than 
are the French, the Germans or the 
Italians of these qualities in their own 
neighbours, | : 

‘ But, when it comes to venery and other 
sensual ts, we are entitled, on 
the score of England's historical role in 
Puritanism, to ol English of 

ter jealousy than any: other civilized 
Cccioln: power ervey the conclusion 
that they are more sensual is at least 
indicated by..the process of reasoning 
hitherto followed. 

_ Apart from the weight such reasoning 
may of itself possess, what other indi- 
cations have we that this conclusion is 
probably correct? _ 

There is certainly some evidence 
which shows that the remote ancestors 
; at any rate, mani- 
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TRY WERE ASKED: . "CAN LIPE BE HAPPY WITHOUT SEX?* 


*< a as one person in every three thought that sex wes 


al to complete happiness, / | 
ose who thought thet it was possible to be heppy without 
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x 6 oers, women, older people 
| the more adequately educated. — : | 


Be : + there were almost as meny who were uncert about the 
whole problem + who thought it might depend on the individuel, on 
on whether you were married or 


On whether you were as man or a wien. | 
Here are some of the things se ds : | : 
4 7 ed womm, aged 34: "Thet is 
| r. People say it is love but it is relly 
ee sex.” A-men + "You ean see women that's — 


ae never been that's never hed a women 


end they look as if they*re going seedy." 
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Merried women, sced 57: "If they really love 
| - each other, they ough 


: _ ‘Merried women, aged 


sex on one side,” 


I don't think it would bother me,"/“ 


"If I wasn't married, 


“Married women, aged 24: “My husbend’a@ not 


in very good health and we don*t bother with 
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fhe questions were fremed in such 2 wey’ as to elicit as 
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; : ear of Sox. 


ent reply was that "sex is netural™, 
Only -26 per cent. would sey thet 


ee 
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People between the ages of 25 md 45 were | Least Likely 
to fear or be disgusted by it, 


On the whole, most people seem to believe that sex, ‘within 
conventionally accept ed bounds, is a desirable and heal thy 

function. But the qualification is all importent. R 
end social convention have set up stendards of sex beheviour; and, 
for many people sex becomes Prighbenkus end weiestembic if it 
trensgresses these vers ers. 

One person in seventeen thought thet sex vould be or was 
unpleasent between people with no affection or understanding See 

> ne another, And about the seme number made the more practical 

objection that sex is unpleasant where mutual willingness is 
lacking. | 

Finelly, sex enxiety menifests itself very definitely in 
references to ¥.D. leven per cent., particularly young 
unmarri ed nen, explicitly mentioned this as one way in which sex 


can ham people who are not "careful*. 


Here are some opinions: - 


MARRIED women, aged 28: 


"Wen are made like thet: and we © 
heave to put up with it in order to have children.’ . 


ween 


een 
[Ae ieee 
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let it get too strong a hold on you. It's like drink, 


It becomes a vice." | 

Men, techni cien, aged 45: "It cen*t harm you. It harms 
them more in not having it." 

Widow aged 51: bal & can be unpleasent, You woul d have to 
be very attached to someone before it would seem to be 
pleasent." 
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The mejor morel conflicts of opinion which emerged from 
Birth control, 
exte extre-maritel relationships, prostitution and divorce, 


Mess-Observetion's survey are on four points: 


It is commonly accepted that, to our Victorian forebears - 
and probably to most people of even the last generation - each 
of these practices was considered morally wrong. 

But thet is by no meens the case to-day. In every group * 
of the commmity there are to be found thinking men end women 


who are in fevour of the. And, in some cases, these people ere 

= in the asjority. 
Bee ‘The picture thet emerges very clearly, as a result, is 
8 dereble indivi duel confusion | in a world of repidly 
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tional" outlook - for ex 
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ee . Whet. do people feel about the moral stendards of 


 Britein tod 


| . dis not easy to judge whether this view fe right, 
ae ‘ The tremendous xmert increase in the | 
ian represeng increased unheppiness in marriage, Perhaps {t merely) 
: ) nine kw how much easter it 1s to get a divorce nowadsys, - ae 
| s On the other hand , the statistics for illegi 
are of little yelue on their om, They wuld have to | 
i to a close e prectice of birth con rol b 
ty could be obt | 
Poy ertheless, the opinion of 4# per cent. oe: 
: | thet such Lenity ison the ine | gee : 
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the over forty-fives, two people believe thet nm. 


growing worse for every one wio thinks they are the seme; 


stic point of view is held by the middle- — 
lass - and by the highly educated ~ who in the main are the 
nded® section of the ty on qtestions of re 


end franker in sex matters. But does this mean that moral | 


those who believe that they are the seme, the Sia 


erence now is thet whet was once ~ 


eople are more bro 
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nded now and ] think it is a 
seid e young Worcester 
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This opinion is more commen emong women then emong 
end knowl edge have been 


men, perhaps because recent. 


More to women's benefit. foe oe 
It is interesting that. whine heye a rather more optimistic 
view of morals then men - because they tend to hold less radical 
opinions on sich problems .as extre-meritel relations and divorce, 


For example, 2 women of 33 seid; "2 think this generetion 
is better, I meen we were all brought up like Victoriens,” 


And a women of 51 seid: "Young people are getting more 


enlightened - not so narrow as when we were youngsters,” 
the optimists seys that 
stendards have improved since the wer, They think thet & 
morel sleckness is now di seppearing. Such people sayt 

"The war is over and wet re gotting settled down now," : 


Ort- 

Morel s are better now the ver's over, There was a let 
of telk sbout what went on then, 4 gint in tow: hed a little 
half-easte and there were @ lot of black babies in Menchester, 


But you couldn?t is thet nomel Tow things have settled down. 
I Chink wetre ell : 


ook,.., 3 | 


The reason most often given for beli 
s are declining is “whet you read in the papers," This 


is perticularly true of wmen. One cusrter of them mention 


end 
ewspaper reports. eo 
Thus a married women o 
i. these attacks} Youre 


46 remarked; "In the papers - 
st afraid to go out," 


d there are people who contend thet such newspaper 
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s are helping to ceuse the decline in morels, Not 


cal of such people was the 99-years-old who saids 
er vithout something in it 


le girl mekes me blush, she asks so many 


"You o 


is separated from hor husband end living 
i | oo th a men who is RENEE separeted from his 


 Zhose who sey thet moral stendards are on the decline 
fae do not base their opinions 


8, 


rely on hearsay, 
seen thaliselyes, 
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clerk. "Young gixls weit outside witil ol] hours amd then 
aie off with men up the derk streets, It's becsuse the 
gerente heve lost control over their children." : 

: Adultst eile bey eviour is all right® said a young 
Labourer. "But the faventles' is a bit scendslous, Young 
girls going for walks in these dark parts end in the woods, 
Itye seen them, And Itve heerd them screeming out as I passed 
by, If they go walking in the derk with these lads, they know 
whet to expect - and they get it." As 

Closely connected with the belief in the laxity of youth 

is belief in the laxity of women - particularly young women. 
Ae one old Scotsman seid eadlys "Years ago you could tell a 


respectable lassie by the way she dressed, Now you can't tell 
et ell. They all dress alike, They paint and powder the sone,” 

In direct opposition to those wie think sexual stendards 
are improving, the pessimists bleme inereased sex knowledge and 
freedom for what they believe to be a moral decline. 


ught up to think pone eee 
hendl el. vary very Loosely.” complained e'nkddle-sged bons 


* . 
{ "4 : 


FISD Gig, 


a | ie” Gutlook.... | : 


rehtom, The other was an 
working-cless in character, 


etions for drunkenness are at 
any as in Churchtowm, But convictions 
brothel keeping are elmost dom to nil 


many cases of V.D, as in Churchtowm. 
: In 1946 the illegitimate birth-rete for Steeltowm was | 


‘a 


? | | 


he fece of it." In one important 


look. i e 


| ‘the seres, our "in a tow where everybody knows everybody 
2 -—- @ise™ is inelined to be formal. be OG 


pert le, which lies behind the 
| ae nade by the secretary of the local age Gui dence 
" * Council, He seid that, emong v middle-class an “ae 
“wo considered the correct thing for # boy to teke out a girl 
a8 a reguler practice wtil he is about 18." mee gh 


| | It is also the feeling of the young vw: 


ng man who 


| ere's a lot wuld like to pick up a girl at dences but 
these girls jus wont be picked up.” eae 
4 e young women who refused to welk « 
| gator, beceuse, she seid, "It's wt 
| oo ondon here, you know. It would be back to ny 3 
Pay rrow, If a boy and girl are welking arm in arm here, they 
; ey're courting." | 4 eee 
: s of this kind run consistently th re! 
nd of public behaviour, Dencing is d end . 
: ris by from dances with other girls, rather 


: . . . 


ia -— Cerbein parts of the tom md csrtain pubs ere well- 


ae tf As : 


‘ 3 ne 


esteblished as pick-up centres, 


; 


=, ‘ 


: "Neturelly, being a seaport we get 
who frequent the docks" seid & a police inspector. "Th ey 

I don't think that affects 

the moral stendaris of the tom as apxar epart from the seaport," 


| Deneing is less restrained - people hold eech other more 


anumber of girls |. 


~ 


are professional prostitutes, 


gt ’ end "si 
, or e@mbrece in dark corners, | 
ht the streets are noisier end more crowded than 
ow been put back but before, according to the park keeper, 
vh .D, rete end lack of moral 


~ 


» a mixed population, drawn. 
ry, has not dey 


y 


our of its ow, 
s of life end di 


: . - 


heave produced types & of beh 


> 


morelity end immorelity remains obs 


TAGE = DIVORCE 


RRL GE -— LOVE OUTSIDE MARR 3 


Pre! 


wir 
er 


-Ob se ion nas found in many other surveys on widely 
jects that,, when people have hat! personal experience, 


m » % 
we ini r 


s which moulds their opinion. 
en they have nd personal experience, they are. prepared 
( seem likely to, 


eae matty aon 3 ass 


wyrs aft as 


* - 


o accept the advice and opinion of others who 


with authority. 
pe: point. of view + tending to 


. 2 Sate judgment from a personal 
an what they ought to do - has 


se what peopie do rather thi 
the results of Mass-Observation's investigati 


‘ 


on extra-marital relationships, : 
dics. Plienk he auek fond: whould 


. Tt did it myse 


had 


eh relationships - in 


. 
: 


K* 


ers of épinion on the subject. 


aoe 


a 


we 


i o, 
4 ** 
‘ m4 “> 
rE ee 
SR 
E é 


hes 
ot dt cl 


. bo eee » 
ates he ee 
~ : atts CABLES 


7 


Ors. 


lead 


> 


the 


facet th 


a x 


aecep 


» 


the 


at 


é 


. 


$. 


of 


: 


vr 


e¢ 


‘ 


ac 


\ 
fy 


er an 


Pa 


t it is 
y is not a 


« 


Bu 


ad 


mora 


7 


carry ou 


« 


lest 


ie eas 


+ 


- 


lways 


* 


11 


rs 


A 37 yea 


‘ 


r cent of our weaker 


d 


pose 


op 
five to ten pe 


: 


at he was 


- 


fw 


7 


: 


- 


the n 


, 


uts 


ips, 


* 


tal relation 


igure 
i 


f 
a-mar’ 


4 gher 


- 


t extr 


- 


much h 
In fac 


* 


\ 


lage ~ are three things of which most 


ona. 


ple 
pers 


- 


; Pp 
hem 


7) 


~ 


woman) hasn't indulged in t 


‘inter 


ourse. 


c 


ad 


Ser clasts ie ee 


ne HE a Kage 


be 


7 AS Z 
I ae Nila Bie eg oS 


” 


: * 
Mis: sane - 
? Mes 


mt 


HesryerG 


ae 


_ 
a Sa 


> 


ow 


7 


3 


ae a 


ne population | : 


[ 


a ® de i. 


, every year about one 


\ 


res reveal 


for every nine that take plsce, - 


Sd 


servation found. it 


’ 


* 


various fo 


¥ 7 


' 
+ 


oroval, was expressed, most of it was for 


fae ail 
arriec people wh: 


< 


- 


youn ; 


. - 


atively typi 


“2 her. for two | 


t first tric 


Yet this man still ac 


- 


e has had « casual aff 


said: "I dont 


gel my self." 


‘live together are cften regarded with 


ai 
. 


_ 


7. 


a few peoole 


, > 


oo yedrs old Ox 


go that 


~ 


ese 
hg 


ae 


a 


“46 says; 


4d know what 1% 


7 


years old hous 


iv 
. . ¢ , 5 


Leaders of opinion, there are many 


here is a gen 


on this subj et there is no great ‘ifferene 


4 

La 
4 wee) 
Lia 


* 


Fey 
ay ‘cat 


ie 
eS: 
le 


ne 


~-“ 
- 


“th 


< 


ct 
oO 
@ 
2 


ine 


& 
* 


ms 


Lages 


o 


* 
ne 
* 

. « 


bad 
wien 


1 up. 
iere 


Fe: 
m, 


na. 


LPO RP 


» 
i 


iv 


re 
CG a 
14% t 


- 


b 
rhere 


© 


Sed 


no 


4 


t of 


pete 


Cah 
26 fF 


sor 
rts 3 


= 
ation cou 


a 


b 
t 


- 


t*s best 


bor 


v 


+ do occur 


+f 


ate Fite, : “i 


ze 
> oe 


Rid 
Rips 


ety 


ve 
y our 


is 
b 


pa 


i 


e: 
enouneed 


ela 
rane 
: 


tal r 


4 
ee ge 
Sree = 


ari 


+, 
i ht R- nt eke: 
os AEP ee « 
Nevers 


i 5 
5 a Py 


ek 


ee ee - tat 


: Faas 

Tie es a ; 

Ce aie a ee : at 
s N i ’ 


R24 


Ch ee 
an + 


opinions 


> 


x 
$ 
@ 
2 
@ 
Q 
S 


Or 


at) eC 


wi 


' 


a 


ne from 


£ 


inio 


This is a situation 


ich +t 


7 
- 
7 


3 


wr 


by 


” 


ch they do not 


- 


wish 


0 


wit 


- 


- 


a 


a 


4 


. 


> 


PY 


O86 


> 


“¢Cent) of th 


per 


This approval of sex educat: 


4 


t, nearl 


. 


th about one 


in 


AS a resul 


‘ 


ears. 


- 


25 have had it 


ground for some y 


7 


. : 
; cate 


“er eh. 


sources are of a very unofficial nature 


s 


on seems to have been passed on in an atmosphere ' 


” a 
: ow 


m the decorum of the average biology class, 


usual typeof descriptions 


different. 


‘ ; nye rt ws 


pic! ed it up from friends," said an 1f-years old — 


be lding lebourer, "I don't say it's the best way, But you cantt_ 


_ 


ect your. mother r fether to sit dow and tell you such thin 


\ ia 


S$, especialiy women, describe the ufinecessary. vorr: 


. . 


‘ 


and fears they @wperienced as the result of distorted or incomplete 


sa’t given any sex education - not 


“es « 
‘ 


* 


4s 


"I really thought at Is that I 


acquiring sex % 


= & 


‘Gi NE gic a 
doo tk om me es 


g 


y > 
Sis ghee 
Eee 


oA 
See 
£. Mk 5) 


oe 
A : 
pried 


= ~ 


Pere A t 
. » » h 


through experience in merria 


; rs 
' 
: " K 
j 
> 


enon,. meritioned exclusively by older people and u 


~~ 


va 


me. 
- ae * : e 
; ‘ > 


fhe most usual official source of sex information is tt 
_ mother of the family - mentioned by about one man in = 


¥ 


- - a 


12 woman in seven, 


j A 


» 


“Today the school-teacher is becomiing relatively guely more 


> 


than the mother... 


: * - 


Most people take for granted that children of their genergtion 


e 
« ws 


wr 


d not expect any sex education, & indeed seit that they“d4id 


; , 


- 


ess, until « late age. wnat there 


ose who received sex educa 


; - r 


¢ A good deal of 


7 & 


pe he 


Be VEY ; 
PEAS ale 8: 5 of Rial: 
Se 188 Pes 
Rs i SSR 


63332 
Sie 
ROR LHe 
rey t 
Pe yey 4 
> at? 
7.) 


. . 


en I went into service, my lacy told me some and 


ae 


‘pest I found. out for myself," said.a woman of 60, 


Ry . a 


"I asked some married omen and they told me," seid a girl 


i» 


% 


"ind my girl friendt 


"When I was 20, I 


ak 


of @, 


t to 


showed me how it was 


: 


; person 


Yd 


about, sex 


Is 


Kentertgat’ Sab 46 L9-bed de con 


‘ 


‘reasons for being op; 


~ 


oe Sone 
+ t. ~ a 


Y 
+; 


hg, af 


t 


ar 4 
¥ rg § 
a _ ¥ Ay 


“Perhaps most significant of «11, those who ree 


- 
- 


é: ervielmingly in favour. o 


- 
: - 


People who do approve of it seldom think it necessary __ 


~ 


: . 


“to defend thcir point\of view and, while there. are minor 


~ 


A e “ 
~ » 5 
“ ~ : é 4 
“ A a if 


flivergencies of opinion among them, it is mainly over the question — 


~ - 


- 
+e . . 4 


“ a ’ 
_ 


: 


yho. should ‘the information aad at vhat aze it should be 


_ 


* 


7 


> There are also a few comaents on how 


- 


‘should be presented. Thus: 


¥ t - 


. 


= : 


An elderly man~sai be done fr 


~ 
2 


father than from ‘a biolvgical standpoint.* 


. 


“i 


didn't fink it 


- 


un, wanted it sorked ‘into biology classes. 


* » 


- . 


‘avour teaching 


- “-~ 


: because they feel too embarrassed abo t ‘sex to , di scuss ‘2, rt 
eir children. 


a ‘ 


ee * « 


*» 


consid 


ehh ~ 
Rog wating S 


P . . 4 at Maat 4 , oa a 
‘ wet Fog ea sew . 7 I 5 “ J hile aie oi TORK ee + : ve Uae te ae aoe ; : at rs ' a ; “ a he 0! aw t as ” are te +e - ; 7s piss at ” a 
Risa hae 2 ; ws ; . eS Pe: ; . sort r we Mars . ge EEE RS SE ARS aad, EE ae Sats + ; : 2 a Ph era res sas yey (ga oF ON Wk eR edt a ; 4% Rots Ay ‘ UR ss nk See ce 
hi ag tied Reg al Ae. hee fan fae y ’ ; - pee. ey os : FS id ae ca, i, Ae ae Se ae : ; Tee Se ee ee ae oe 4 5 2 Pres : : ; Y PEO ne eta aT pect ong 
BR ee - : ore : , : oy Me ; * Sat a! by ; ety < - x : mae ae ey) : A 
5 t : , 4 ito : eee woe rs " y wee , hs tage yr y 4 x a ‘ ’, 7 i om Pa : “4 ore Ses) ra J 4 : % . 
: eon ’ ae Bi Re 2 : put ie" , 4 “ Y 4 5 7 Ok 


Cad 


ee ee 


aS 
ce Max’ 
‘ Sheed 
age 3 


.t 


fiona 


eee 5 


uld 


* 


ho 
robebly 


rs and 


i 


ar, 
irls. 


P 
4 
eir children 


cul 


¥ 


~ 
b 


This is 


and 


&, 


education s 


4 


8 
g jéarn about flor 


y 


x 
rouid teld th 


at 
idea. 
oO 


% th 


~~ 


ie*™ 


ath 


s 


* 


they are not parti 
f bo 


ge 
2. 


po 
geve 


sug 


> 
‘some 


Bs 


a3. 


Fai 
cy 
> 
& 
2 


earl 


. 


x 


Pat 
4 


ke, 
: 5a a 
¢ “8, ee 
> a 


ose with mixed feelings see it as a two-edged weapon, 


a : potentially dengerous in the hands of the wrong people, 
on which the adult populetion — t's only justified in certain cases" seid a men of 64, 
is still not completely informed is the subject of birth-control... 


sss It's a medical matter and shouldn't be free to all. It's done a 
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need for femily planning for finencial end allied reasons. This 
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MARRIAGE. They. tell, 


\[ASS-OBSERVATION has found in 
_ Many other surveys on widely 
different subjects that, when people 
have had personal experience, it is 
this which moulds their opinion. 
When they have no personal ex- 
perience, they are prepared to accept 
the advice and opinion of others who 
seem likely to speak with authority. 
This judgment from a personal 
point of view—tending to emphasise 
what peopie do rather than what 
they ought to do—has clearly influ- 
enced the results of Mass-Observa- 
i tion’s investigation of public opinion 
on extra-marital relationships. 
For example, asked: “ How do you feel 


about the idea of sex relations between }, 


people who are not married to one 
many people answered: 
set aid mrs — wm oe 


‘tie gave QuaiMed approval - — 

retationships in direct contradiction to 
he teaders of opinion on the subject— 
‘slergymen, sc teachers, doctors. 

} .TO nearly all these lea all forms 
oP gues and extra-marital relat p are 
and marriage is vitally important. 

Of those questioned in the'street: 
63°: expressed unqualified disapproval] 
of extra-marital relationships. 
55°> expressed unqualified approval of 
marriage. 


Here is one of the most intimate reports ever published. 
More than 2,000 men and women give their opinions on 
the controversial subjects of DIVORCE and SEX OUTSIDE 


too, what they think makes 


: ‘marriage a success or a failure. Please read this important 
article carefully and then discuss it with your friends. 


30% expressed unqualified disapproval 
of diverce. 


At first sight, this may be thought te 
reveal] a general loosening of mora) stand- 
ards, especially in comparison with the 
views of the leaders. nee 

But it is rather an acceptance of the 
fact that the accepted morality is not 
always the easiest to carry cut. 

A thirty-seven-rear-old psychiatzist, 
discussing pre-marital intercourse, said 
that he was opposed to it. “ but allowance 
must be made for the few—eay 5 to 10 
per cent. of our weaker brethren.” 

The man in the street puts the num- 
ber of “weaker brethren” at a very 
much higher figure. 

In fact, extra-marita) relationships, 
d:vorce — and, of course, marriage — are 


three things of which most people have 
acd first or second-hand cpg ein tete zs 


woman) 
at least knows some- 


[7 .* is dificult to estimate how many 
oe have had extra-marital imter- 


., But these statistics give some indies 


ve 1946, among births to women under 
eee. oS 36 per cent. were conceived and 
k, 36 per cent. were con- 

ceived out ‘e" wedlock, but the parents 
Jater married; 28 per cent. were iVegiti- 
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ENRICHED CREME SHAMPOO 

: s fragrant, luxurious liquid-creme shampoo was 
2d especially for patrons of the Richard Hudnut 
New York Salon. Now your hair can be radiant 
v health and beauty. Not a dulling, drying soap 
the Enriched Creme Shampoo cleans your hair 
> completely ... rinses out instantly and leaves 
your hair a joy to manage. Try this enriched 
wampoo treatment today... tonight there will 
be new, romantic lovelights | in your hair | 


COMPLETE HAIR BEAUTY RITUAL 


See the Ritual at r chemist or beauty counter — 
Enriched Creme . Creme Rinse, Darcruff 
Treatment, Creme Hair Dressing. Each with a 
separate function, —e x working together to give 
your hair sparkling beaut 


Read Hada | 


mate. 

"he Mass-Observation has. found that 
of its special Panel Group, fifty-nine men 
and women in every 1 “had had some 
form of pre- or extra-marital intercourse. 

There is every evidence for 
that in this country at least one 
in every three—and probably more—has 
= intercourse either before or outside 


arriage. 
sy > for marriage itself. about 70 per cent. 
gee the gama over the age of eighteen 


And ties reveal that in England and 
Wales in 1947 at least one marriage broke 
up for every five that took place. 


| “NOTHING CAN HAPPEN” | 


RR its street interviews, Mass-Observa- 

tion found it was pie ar A to dis- 

tinguish between the various forms of ex- 
tra-marital relationship. 

As expressed, most most 


But where wig obo was e 


of it was for people who 
without benefit of clergy or of 

and for intercourse between unmarr 
py which has some semblance of 
* Jove.” 

Not altogether untypica!l of the cases 
which came before M rvation was 
the story of a girl who was seduced when 
she was a ae and 
nee coe ppen to you the first time, 
5 n’t st have a baby.” she said. 

that time she has had affairs with 
eee men and, on two 
had to procure a miscarriage—once ‘with 
the assistance of her sister. 

She is now “ going steady” with a man 
rather older than herself and they are con- 
templating marriage. They have inter- 
course regularly, but she reveals a 
not uncommon streak when she says: 

“I would with him but for what 
paces, would say. I think of my good 


ye the young men interviewed, 
there was a twenty-year-o'd Londoner 
who admitted intercourse with ten dif- 
ferent girls (including a prostitute). 
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He is now ee and he says of his 
fiancee: “ After I had been going with her 
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for two months 1 tried to 
go all the way, but it 
wouldn’t work. She wants 
a white wedding and mar- 
riage in a church and to 
be a virgin. I agree with 
her and don’t try any more. 
When I first tried and she 
refused I thought she was 
the right girl.” 

Yet this man still admits, 
without apparent con- 
acience, that he has had a 
casual affair with a dance- 
hall “pick-up” since he 
became engaged. 

While only 8 per cent. say 
tha: sex relationship out- 
side marriage is right with- 
out qualification, there are 
many more—22 per cent.— 
who believe that it is right 
in certain circumstances. 

Thus altogether, one 
person in three is pre- 
pared to give approval to 
some form of sexual rela- 


tionship outside mar- 
riage. 


Among the majority—64 
in every 100—who dis- 
approve, however, there are 
some who admit that they 
actise it themselves. 
hus: 
“I don’t t agree with it but 
I practise it,” said a thirty- 
six - Vear - old Nottingham 
man. 


cent. give out-and-out en- 
dorsement of the idea. 

Women are much more 
opposed to such relation- 
ships than men—and those 
with primary education 
more than those with 
higher education. 


] MARRIAGE =| 


VV HEREAS leaders of 
opinion tend to re- 
gard marriage more as an 
“institution.” the man-in- 
the-street thinks more in 
terms of mothers-in-law 
and minding the baby. 

hus. a schoolmaster 
Savs: 

‘I regard the sanctity of 
marriage and the marriage 
vows as the basis of family 
happiness and a funda- 
mental in the structure of 
human society.” 

And a vicar says: 

“The _ scriptural divine 
standards of marriage are 
ignored at their peril; 
whoremongers and adult- 
erers God wiil judge. Purity 
is a Divine Law of hygiene. 

There are other views. A 
man of sixty says: “My 
wife I haven't much time 
for.” And a single woman 
observes: “ From what I’ve 
seen of marriage I'm not 
sorry I’m single.” 

‘But a labourer’s wife, 
aecd corty-Bx tai 
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_ And there are others who 
excuse it on the grounds 
that it’s “human nature.” 
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EOPLE who live to- 
= are often re- 
arded with particular 
. The view of 
many is expressed by a St. 
Albans housewife. aged 
fifty-seven: 
“Sometimes they are 


much happier | than if they. 
married.” 


were 
And not a few people ap- 
prove of sexual freedom 
for engaged couples. 
A a te ear-old 


ial i 
not being meeres but ut tie 2 
together is not often men- 
tioned, but a man of fifty- 


one 
“TI see a lot of harm in it. 
and 


on the 
otherwise iy extra-marital 
relationshi are much 
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Private Life 
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erase about 


have had a sex education 
and those who have not. 


| “WONDERFUL'' | 
EOPLE who have learnt 


likel marriage. 
ely to woman, for in- 
PP kn. who had been twice 
married, reports 
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affected’ by religious be- of 
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believes that Mass- 


Observation’s inti- ‘ 


mate survey of 
British morals is 
ene of the most 
important 
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social } 


documents of -our ] 


time. 

It passes no judg- 
ment and draws no 
conclusions—that is 
the duty of the 
thinking men and 
women for whom it 
is published. 

It is completely 
honest. It should 


be studied by all ' 
ncerned 


who are co 
with the future of 
the community. 
The greatest care 
has been taken ia 
reparing it. 
caiuubede of 2,051 
men and women to 
a series of intimate 
questions were col- 
lected in all parts 
of the country. 
Mass - Observa- 
tion’s National 
Panel of Observers 
engage in writing 
a detailed ques- 
oaualee put te 
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between marria in 
church and in a reg s 
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But there are people who 
"t _— to think the 


present divorce laws are 
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tery. 


youn —— wife says: 


the husband bea 
the wife and all that sort m 
of thing.” 
Others are against 
divorce on 


IGHT cent. approve u 
E ot divorce im Generas ic 


cent. disapprove entirely. 


wradbsadien Ss verclaBamn 


innocent and guilty when 
he says: 

“Christ teaches that the 
innocent po may divorce 
the guilty ty on grounds 
of fornication. 

Once again the differ- 
ence in attitudes is clearly 
marked between regular 
syrah nage and those 
who never ¢ 

Forty-six Ser cent. of the 
© churchgoers say that 
divorce is a bad thing with- 
out any are nag at all. 
Only twenty-four per ag 
of those lacus Une 


never ey 


church say the same 


bh oe dd } Ae more 
ts afl than 


vorce 
married 
mere “than the single. . 
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Twopence 


Today the Pictorial 
prints Mass-Observa- 
tion’s second report on 
the Private Life cf 
John Bull. It reveals 
what British men and 
women think about 
marriage, divorce. and 
“free love.” 

This investigation into 
British morals has 


already aroused 
nation-wide contro 
versy. 

“Let the sanctity of our 


private affairs be: 


respected,” urges Mr. 
E. Jackson, of Leeds. 
“Thank you for an 
enlightening article. I 
shall look forward to 
reading those to come,” 


savs L/Patrolman A. 


Henderson, 
Royal Navy. 
The Pictorial 


of the 
believes 


that it is rendering an 
important social ser- 
- vice in publishing this 
most intimate survey. 
THE SECOND REPORT 
IS ON PAGES 6 AND 


7 TODAY. 


© 


Most intimate of all reports in Mass- 
Qbservation’s important survey of British 
NOrals, this removes the veil of secrecy 
irom the private lives of 450 men 
and women. They answered, with com- 
plete frankness, a series of direct ques- 
tions on their own moral behaviour. 


OUR hundre@d and 
fifty men and 
women contribute to 
| this, the frankest report 
ever to be published in 
Britain. For these men 
ane women have. told 
M- :-Observation what 
ithe: .o about sex. 

Tey are members of 
Mass-ODser vation’s 
National Panel of Ob- 
servers, While they can- 
not be claimed as a 
typical cross-seetion of 
the community — they 
tend towards the more 
intelligent and highly- 


of the rest of the popula- 
tion, it is not possible to sa 
With any certainty. Bu 
their views on sex behav- 
jour and morals generally 
approximate fairly closely 
to average middle-class, 
well-educated opinion. 
Mass-Observation stress 
that all the information 
given may not diways be 
entirely honest. People 
may have suppressed facts 
about themseires which 
they fee] to be shameful 
On the other hand they 
may boasifully exaggerate 
them. 
While there ts no objec- 
t.ve way of checking either 
of these tendencies, neither 


plies were deliberately ex- 
erated 


StH evide at 
“sytl tover e os oemade being softened 
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(THE UNMARRIED | ' 


A BOUT one person in. 
4 five of the unmarried 
claimed that had 
never had any love rela- 
tionship of any kind with 
a member of the opposite 
sex. 
One in four was—or had 
at some time been — en- 
One in four had a par 
ticular friend of the oppo- 
site sex at the time 
answering 
And the remainder had 
eascres os Reap A et ~ 
friendship 
ly in séven 
thad 


ann ~a of some~ men, 
the case 
this may have extended as 
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some 
: pep oy PeoUAUOD WE | form of jove making cous 


ery frank 


and wom 


para wt = 72 per cent, of 


70 per amt. of the men 
had experienced intimate 
love-making compared 
with 51 per cent. of the 
women. 


49 per cent. of the men 
had sexual intercourse 
compared with 38 per 

. cent. of the women. 


Sexual intercourse in 
hese pre-marital affairs is 
2ss often described as 
Satisfactory than is inter- 
course between married 


common 
dissatisfaction are, in 
order: 


d; 
- Feelings that 
behaviour 


- had had 


ten say so and two-thirds 
women. 


of the 

commonest reason 
for restraint was moral ob- 
jection, mentioned by one 
person in three. The next 
most common reason—fear 
of having a baby — was 
— by one person in 


Pre - marital] intercourse 
with other partners is 
much less common, espe- 
cially among women. 

Many men, too, said that 
they had experienced inter- 
course. before marriage 
with a wide variety of part- 
ners. One in seven of them 
re-marital inter- 
course with more than four 
women. In the majority of 
cases, they said that they 
were not in love with these 
women. 

Intercourse of this more 


or wife, and, if desired, was 

seldom abstained from on 

strictly moral grounds. 
tose lo — oad hed pre 


that they were definitely 
a gee 


The. overall MD oe yg 


= ay sasted f their 

phys oO r 

— is about the same 

—nearly -.three-quarters— 

but the difference between 
the sexes is very marked, 

hty-three per cent. of 

the ily married—both 

men and womeh—are satis- 

fied after intercourse, but 

a 42 y. Beventee of the un- 

enteen per cent, 

om ° never, or 

eel_ satisfied. 

Thirteen per cent., though 

physically sated, feel no 

emotional pleasure. 

People were asked what, 
if anything, would make 
for a more satisfactory re- 
lationship with their 

r men ten 


said no improvement was 
with Pal 


necessary, compared 
three women in ten. 
The improvement most 
red was that the wife 


pre tioned 


were 
more 
Saree Ee 
without 
nd 


eaTierien oe 
. j 


than Tenet quanrens ot 


game question. 
‘There appears 


and the pre-marriage 
abits of the married. 
t two in five of the 
single have had _ sexual 
intercourse — and a very 
similar proportion of the 
married admit to pre 
marital experience. 
Almost all of these had 
intercourse with their 
future husband or wife. 


married 

who flied in the question- 
naire said they were satis- 
fled, often very satisfied. 
with their married lives. 
The proportions were iden- 
tical for both men and 
women. 

Answers like this were 
very common from old and 
young: “I am very satis- 
fied, said a man of thirty. 
“T have been | very clever 
or very lucky. 

The senberien of the re- 
mainder sa thev were 
fairly satisfied. or satisfied 


except for some particular 


Most married  taggel who 
did not, said ould circumstances 


have liked aioe men in 


About one e in twenty said 


course in this group, 
although all were 
when they had last had 
intercourse. 
For sixty-four per cent. it 
had occurred within eight 
days of answering the ques- 
tionnaire. For nineteen 
wr —. within a month. 
a a couple, married hap- 
see By 


Py ta years. 
consummated 

their peste fig but had an 
ad child. 


While no one over seventy 
claimed it so recently. 


unfaithful. 
+ 


5. 


, women. . | 
+ 
@ prostitute. 


+ 


oe? 


UNFAITHFUL | 
HUSBANDS 


_ Twenty-five: husbands in every 
100 confessed that they had been 


\- @ne man in every seven had had 
- intercourse with more than four 


_ Twenty-five per cent. of all men 
+ questioned admitted relations with 


'” The commonest reason for re- 
fraining from intercourse before 


unfaithful. 


marriage. 


~ 


there were 


UNFAITHFUL 
WIVES 


Twenty wives in 
confessed that they had been 


They restrain their desire to be 
unfaithful because ef leve for or 
loyalty to their husbands. 


Women are 
happy about the physical side‘ of 


For four women in every ten 
“special eceasions” on 
which intimacy was desired. — 


every 100 


+ 
less likely to he 


4 


| relations either 


several people over sixty 
did 


Mass - Observation also 
asked this group whether 
there were any occasions on 
which nt elt especially 
—_ or intercourse. 

of the men = 
ean were no 
sions—but two- irds of f the 
women said there were. 
For four women in ten, 

“special occasions” meant 

holidays, 


form of celebration. 


| INFIDELITY 


Married men and women 
who desire extra-marital 
relations but restrain their 


rties or some 


* 


They tell 
the secrets 
of ‘‘ free 

love” 
affairs and 

marital 
infidelity. 


* 


_— a er nee . never 
astu ed— nst only 
one in twenty of the men. 


t love-maki 
, sexually-exciting 


asked 


| PROSTITUTES | 


Oo” quarter of the men 

questioned had. at 

point, had relations 

with a prostitute, two-thirds 

of them, within the past 
five years. 

Recent experience is 
particularly pn oe among 
the ge ugh — 
of the married group, 
out of every eight have had 

such relations no more than 
five vears ago 


| PERVERSIONS | 


QO? every 100 people—men 
and women — ques- 
tioned, twelve have had ex- 
perience of a 


years. A 
further eight in every 100 jo: 
had known homo- 


milder 


tuations. 

About haif admitted such 
day-dreams. , 

Erotic day-dreams are 

more frequent among men. 


Romantic day-dreams on 
the other hand—those with 
less emphasis on 
physical ‘dae of sex—are 
most common among wun- 
matried women. Married 
women, on the other hand, 
are inclined to colour their 
day-dreams with a touch of 
wishful thinking — with 
lovers more passionate than 
their usbands or with 
their husbands being un- 
usually attentive. 


NORMAL OR. . a 


ARE these 450 people 
very frank men and 
women at all extraordinary 
in the range of their sexual 
experience ? 

They were asked whether 
they felt themselves to be 
normal or not. And ogg 
own opinion is anythi 
go by, the majority of 
Out of art 


65 said they were 
normal. 


10 said they were under- 
sexed. 


6 said they were over- 
sexed. 


Co a 
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ry 
anxious to prove ltselt 


eccentric or particularly 


tec or her — | 
virile. private life against the: 


THIS FAMILY 


(WHICH MIGHT BE YOURS) 


uses nearly a ton of steel a y 


You don’t order steel to be sent in by the tom, 
fact the 12 million families of this country are usimg 
12 million tons of steel a year. For the stcel that gues 
bridges and ships is just as necessary to you as dhe 
that makes table-knives or bed-springs. 

That is why you have a real interest in the way the 
industry is run. To-day it is vigorous, efficient, and 
gressive. Steel workers are among the best paid m Bri 
yet the price of steel is lower here than in almost amy c 
en wun emo peered 


‘is serving you 


BRITISH IRON AND STEEL FEDERATION 
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nme’ Wi th aul babies 


TO MANY, A DREAM 


a marriage without children is 
like a garden without flowers.” 


MANY PEOPLE DO 


ee, 
SUNDAY PICTORIAL, July 24, 1949 


Pace 5 


NOT ACCEPT THE 


IDEA OF BIRTH CONTROL WILLINGLY. 


TO THEM IT IS 


AN UNPLEASANT 


NECESSITY CAUSED BY LACK OF 
MONEY AND LACK OF HOMES. 


NE of the “ facts of life” on which 
the adult population is still not 
completely informed is the subject of 
birth control ... often known today 
as Family Planning. 


Before asking people their attitude 
towards this subject, Mass-Observa- 
tion tried to find out how many knew 
what it was. 

The majority understood’ § the 
phrase. Probably three-quarters of 
the population — possibly more— 
knows what birth control is. 

But there were some strange mis- 
understandings. Not a few people 
thought that birth control meant 
analgesia in child-birth. Occasionally 
it was taken to mean abortion. And 
sometimes it was believed to be some 
kind of Government regulation— 
analogous to fuel control, and so on. 


| MAJORITY APPROVE | 


‘THE majority of those who know what 
birth control is are in favour of it. 
About two in three approve of it. One 


done a great deal of harm to many 
v iz) 


oungsters. 

Among men and women who know of 
virth control, Mass-Observation discovered 
no serious difference of opinion as to its 
desirability. 

The married have more decided views 
on it than the single. And so have the 
people in the 25 to 44 age group. 

There are very marked differences of 
opinion between the social class*s and 
che different education levels. The more 
educated co Sg are. the more they 
believe in birth control. 

There are even wider divergences of 
opinion between the social c es. The 
middie classes approve more than the 
working class but occasionally even this 
group a upon it as a good thing for 
other se oa 

“Tt helps to modify the large family, 
said a young woman “esdecially for t ie 
poorer Classes who have to be given State 
aid when they have too many children.” 


CHURCH-GOERS | 


(THERE is less approval of birth control 
among oh gp churchgoers than 
among those who never go to church. But 
of those questioned by ~Observation 
it Was approved by: 
68 cent. of those brought up in 
the C ove of Eng:.and. 
67 per cent. of those brought up as 
Nonconformists. 
46 per cent. of those brought up as 
Roman Catholics. 


who had 
— the counter 


— to church within a 
oved of birth fenirel and 
their Church's very definite 


NEXT WEEK: Are British! 
morals .on the decline ? 


a, half of the Roman Catholics those w 


teaching against it. Some of these, of 
course, were referring to the “sate 
period” method of birth control. 

Here is the answer of one practising 
Catholic woman: 

“I think it’s a worse sin to bring chil- 
dren up in want than to prevent them.” 

Just over a quarter 
approve of birth control give no reason 
for their attitude. They simply say it 
is a good thing and leave it at that. 

An even higher proportion—two in 
every five—stress the need for family 
peepee for financial and allied reasons, 

his point of view is particularly com- 
mon among women, nearly half of whom 
mention financial reasons. 


It is clear from the comments that 
many of these people do not accept the 
idea of birth control very willingly. To 
— of them it is an unpleasant neces- 
= Babies are all right if you can keep 

them. But it’s no use having them if 
you can't,” said a woman of forty-two. 
The next most common argument for 
birth control is that the small carefullv- 
a. family is in all ways the most 


Many of those who mention financial 
objections would really like to have 
several children. But this group, com- 
prising about a quarter of those who 
approve. has more of the “ quality before 
quantity ” = gee toning 

Neither of these groups—and in fact. 
very few people who approve-—looks upon 
birth control as a means to having no 
children at all. Alli say that ey desire 
families, but of differen 

And it is og 
mention the need for 


after a certain number. Women are more 
r terested in enaring them ot. 


| FOR MOTHER'S SAKE | 


of those who . 


People argue that birth 
control is. unnatural (a) be- 
cause it is against nature: 
(b) because its use will do 


it,” said a chemist’s assist- 
ant, a man of thirty. 
“ie all right for a lazy 


woman,” said an eideriy 


harm to the transgressor. man 


The first attitude is ex- 
tended to the belief that 
contraceptives do bodily 
harm. and possibly cause 
infertility. 

It is also felt that. in the 
end, women wil] suffer phy- 
sically if they have no chil- 
dren at all. 


Those who look on birth 
control as a sin are almost 
entirely Roman Catholic. 
Many of them emphasise 
that this is the official 
point of view. 

Closely connected with 
this group are those who 
condemn birth control on 


the few people 
limiting families sible 


eo ote Caw ee 7 2 o.. +4 - 
ewe ascans oe otense. 


can see no other reason for 


“I think a woman is very 
cheap if she allows that,” 
said a man of fifty-six. 

Another, smaller group, 
rejects birth control on the 
entirely practical grounds 
that it is netbective. As 
an ex-soldier said : ~ It lets 
you down, anyway.” 

But the opposition to 
birth control is not entirely 
negative. There are many 
who feel that children are 
such a blessing that one 
should not wan: to prevent 
them 

Sometimes. it seems. the 
objection is to the idea of 
no chi n at all—which 
want anyway. 


“Marriage without ehiid- 


‘ote ow eerew GB Ete Re st Oe ere 
Lad 


) THER reasons for favouring birth 
control are mentioned much less 
often. The commonest are: 
For the sake ef the mother, five po 
cent. Fer these without homes, et 
er cent. Because Britain is over-popu- 
ated, four per cent. Because of war, 
one per cent. 
Peop.e may say “for the sake of the 
mother” for either of two reasons: 
1, Health. 2, More freedom from domes- 


tic ties. 

Many of those who mentioned housing 
difficulties said spontaneously that this 
was the reason why they had no children 
themselves. 

“You must have birth control,” said a 
man of twenty-nine. “My wife and I 
would very much like to have a family. 
BE ety Bk gh Bn And you 
= have a family in someone else’s 


anh ss ne middle-aged Roman Catholic 
who aid | “T've buried five but I don't 
believe in birth control,” admitted: 
“People just getting married won't 
have use -there’s a lot of 
these landladies who won't take couples 
in if they have children.” 


| MORALLY WRONG? : 


ven, the two most 
control is un- 


are that 
national ood thax & morally wrong. 
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WATCH YOUR Comes! Falling hair means starving hair, first 
step to baldness. It is nature’s warning that your bodily 
supplies of hair foods are running low. Be warned in time, 
That hair can be saved. Saved by Silvikrin. Silvikrin contains 
the foods your hair is dying for—Cystine, Tyrosine, 
Tryptophane and other vital elements. For severe dandruff 
or loss of hair use Pure Silvikrin. As a daily dressing use 


Silvikrin 


THE HAIR'S NATURAL FOOD 


Silvikrin Hair Tonic 


Silvikrin Hair Tonic Loticae 


Lotioa 


with Oil, sninne 


ie 


PRIVATE LIFE 
JOHN BULL 


The Final 
Artic#e 


HERE IS MASS OBSERVA- 
TION’S FINAL REPORT. 
BASED ON INTERVIEWS WITH 
2,051 MEN AND WOMEN, IT 
PRESENTS A PICTURE OF 
PUBLIC OPINION ON OUR 
STANDARDS OF BEHAVIOUR 
TODAY. IT PUTS A QUES- 
TION EVERY MAN AND 

WOMAN MUST ANSWER. 


This sort of thing—walking with arms 

around each other’s waist—is considered 

to be wrong as many quiet British 
owns 


ARE OUR 


aw" do peopte feel about the cent. of those questioned in this very in- 
moral standards of Britain to- timate survgy of Britain’s morals is that 
such laxity is on the increase. 


day ? 
Only 17 cent, 
From Mass-Observation’s national are imncoving. Reietntios oo Pos) 


survey, it is apparemt that the general “pa pn a been much the same as they 
It is not easy to Judge whether this basse the young — ne Oo an eon 
The tremendous increase in the oon over forty-fives, two people 
eve morals are growing worse for 
divorce rate may mot represent In- every one who thinks they are the same: 
creased unhappimess in marriage. and two think that the 
haps it merely shows how much (yyy on ene atic coin 


are the same for 
better. 

: t of view is 

asier it is to get a divorce nowadays. eS a and by the 

On the other hamd, the statistics for mare” brosdminded = section he ena ese Ce 


‘their own. They would have to be related * : : t outwardly 
ato a close study of the practice of birth nyt are mre freer and tranker in ay bh 
control. before an accurate picture of But bog mean that moral stand- 


e deteriorated ? 
sexual laxity could be obtained. wy “those who believe that they are 


But, nevertheless, the opinion of 44 per” the same, the majority say that the only 
difference now is that what was once cOn- 
cealed is now openly discussed. 
eople are more broadminded now and 
I think it is a good thing,” said a than it 
Worcester man. “It’s no worse than 
used to be—when everything was hidden.” 
“It used to be more on the furtive side,” 
commented a middle-aged woman farmer. 


SEX FREEDOM | 


(THOSE who say that standards are get- 
ting better attribute it to increasing 
sex knowledge and freedom in behaviour. 
To them, t things are either the 
causes or the results of improvement. 

This opinion is more common among 
women than among men, perhaps because 
recent freedom and knowledge are gen- 
erally to be more - women’s 
benefit. 

It is interesting that women have a 
rather more optimistic view of. wo 
than men—although they tend to hold 
less radical opinions on such problems as 
extra-marital relations and divorce. 

The other major group among the opti- 
mists says that standards have improved 
since the war. They think that a wartime 
moral slackness is now disappearing. 


| “THINGS WORSE" =| 


‘<L-s reason most often given for be- 

lieving that standards are declining 
is “what you read in the papers.” This 
is particularly true of women. One 
= we gg of them mention newspaper re- 


ports. 

Those who Bae J moral standards 
are on the not base va 
‘|opinions entirely on hearsay. Man 
selves, what eee have actually seen ant 


~ tp oe one _ usually, oy 
n —, behaviour © 
the pm n) agB 


rt pe oP ene es a ef Ag acre 
or 
disci ite tae a eee 


Here are two of 


aft after night” said 
te a young girls en cetkee en 


* other big cities. 


ae 


“ Necking in the 


rk.” A common enough scene in London and 
ut some towns would be shocked, for all boy-and- 


girl behaviour in public must be restrained. 


MORALS ON 
ME DECLINE? 


jles’ is a bit scandalous. 

Young girls going for walks 

in these dark parts and in 

the woods. I’ve seen them. 

And I’ve heard them 

screaming out as I passed 

by. If they go walking in 

the dark with these lads 

they know what to expect 
—and they get it.” 

Pg | pected with 

he belief in the laxity 

of: youth is belief in the 

women—par- 

Scciy young women. 

As one old Scotsman said 

: “Years ago you 

could tell a respectable 

— by the way she 


tell at all. They all dress 
alike. They paint and 
powder the same.” 


Now you can’t 


ne was a small cathe- 
dral city, with a mixed 


ey 
town. The 


other was an industrial 
seaport, two and a half 
times as big, guy ree 4 
working-class in character. 
They call this Steeltown. 


In Steeltown the convic- 
tions for drunkenness are 
at least ten times as many 
as in Churchtown. But 
convictions for soliciting 
and brothel-keeping are 
almost down to nil in each 
case 


In Steeltown in 1948, 
there were just avec 5 three in 
times as many 
V.D. as in 9 

In 1946 the illegitimate 
birth-rate for Steeltown 
— twice that of Church- 
own. 


Dancing cheek to cheek. . 
harmless? Aga 


. Immoral or 
ain there are wide differ- 


ences of opinion throughout Britain. 


tern of 
haviour ye 


which they Sopifisti 


ne public 
dance 
arks is much 
more openty provocative 
and much less  coetratnad. 
In Churchtown, prosti- 
tution resolves mainly into 
the amateur and occa- 
sional pick-up. In ordinary 
relations between the 
sexes, behaviour “in a 
town. where 
mene every 
te be ormal. . 


| NOT CORRECT | 


THIS is the feeling, for 
example, which lies 


- behind the remark made by 


| RESTRAINT | 


UT if the figures are 
considered in relation 
to the size of the towns, 


THOSE WHO SAY OUR MORAL 


STANDARDS ARE 


GETTING BETTER 


ATTRIBUTE THE IMPROVEMENT TO 


INCREASING SEX 


KNOWLEDGE AND 


FREEDOM OF BEHAVIOUR. 


THOSE WHO 


SAY THEY ARE 


WORSE DESCRIBE INCIDENTS THEY 
HAVE READ ABOUT WITH DISGUST. 


the secretary of the local 

Marriage Guidance Coun- 

cil. He said that, among 

ddle-class people, 

correct thi “y Bg 

a o 

take out a pHa as a regular 

practice until he is about 
eighteen.” 


It is also the feeling of 


age ge 
girl at dances, 


girls “just won't be’ picl picked In 


ee ag 4 b 


go home from dances with | 
other giris,— rather. ‘ 
with young men. 


meee 
aac 
2 panes : 


How different is Steel- 
town | 

Certain parts of the 
town and certain pubs are 


well-established as  pick- 
up centres. 

Dancing is less re- 
Strained—people hold each 
other more closely and 
“ sitters-out ’ frequently 
sit on each other’s laps or 
embrace in dark corners. 


At. night the streets are 
noisier and more crowded 
than in Churchtown. 
Couples can be seen em- 
racing in shop doorways 
or in the streets. 

The whole atmosphere is 
different. The park rail- 
ings have now been put 
back but before, according 
to the park keeper, couples 
turned out at the official 
closing time “only waited 
till your back was turned 
to go back and sometimes 
to stay all night.” 


| THE SLUMS ] 


GOCIAL workers relate 


bad li conditi 
to the oe mor 


vy 
high V.D. rate and lack of | 
mora] restraint in Steel- 
town. Slum clearance, they 
think, is the only remedy. 


But one thing is clear. 
Church % = 


l controlling and inhibit 
“ factor in sex Stef 


London here, 
know. It would be asi to to 
tomorrow. 
fone warm here, they say 
th 
raints this kind 


» has not devel 
tf Clearly establish 
dards 


sand 
of behaviour of its } 

own. 
Different of life and 
different —_ conditions 


tly through ha 


run consisten 

every kind of public be- 
haviour. Dancing is stilted 
and formal Girls usually 
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_I@ONDAY PICTORIAL, Juné 19;'1949 


FRANK REPORT 


at concerns us all 


i 


of men and women in the street 
to sexual matters. 

It does not claim that this survey 
says the last word on the sub- 
ject but rather that it lays 
open the way for further re- 
search in the same field. 


HAT is the state . of 
“morality in Britain 
todas ? . 
i - What do people sie think 
pot i about marriage and divorce? 
a “rk ‘Is “ free love” widely practised 


oF 


eee X about this immense task ? 
ee 


First, it prepared a long list of 
intimate questions and put 
_ them to strangers in the street. 
More than 2,000 men and 
women in all parts of Britain 
and from all walks of life were 
interviewed. 

They were asked for their frank 
views on such subjects as the 
part sex plays.in life; “ free 
love”: birth con- 
trol; divorce; sex 
education and 


- country. ? 

These are questions which con- 
x a 7 ‘ cern us all, for the general 
qec#'s¢ attitude of the community. 
* east *. towards them must surely 
bi influence our standards of | 
ae % behaviour. | 
| ae . * Up. to’ now, however, nobody has 
“72: , attempted to discover what 
ve @x that attitude 1s, Nobody has 
cae 3 «,¢. attempted to collate the views 


by the unmarried in this How did Mass-Observation set | 


' 1,000 doctors — and invited to 
reply to the enaaecall 
questionnaire. 

The results of this unique survey 
are now to hand. They form 
the most outspoken and import- 
ant social document of our 
time. 

And the SUNDAY PICTORIAL 
believes that this document 
should be made available to 
every intelligent man and 
woman. 


We have, therefore, arranged with : 
.Mass-Observation to publish a . 


series of five articles containing 
the detailed findings of its 
survey. | 

‘The first of these articles will ap- 


+ MASS-OBSERVATION 'S INTIMATE 


prostitution. . 
Fewer than twenty 


SURVEY OF BRITISH MORALS © 


* 
aad 


caer ¥ "s what is actually going on. 
ap te an ‘America, ‘much attention ‘has - 
:. been. focused’ on the Kinsey 


of them objected 


- 
«ee 
ee 


WILL_START A NATIONAL CON- 


to or failed to 
‘answer all the — 


ss Rapett that immense statis-' 
. tieal- work .on ;the sexual - be- 


TROVERSY. 


IT TELLS THE 


' questions. 
And the significant 


nee ie st. 


? 


Py | 
ae 


F haviour of the American. male. 


' But does Dr. . Kinsey go far 


SECRETS OF THE SEXES 


AND 


fact is that such 
“ enough ? © He concerns himself : | 
' solely with sexual practice, He ° YT’ personal 


REPORTS OUTSPOKEN OPINIONS 


does not take into considera- ~ ce Bil ot was 


BY THE MAN—AND WOMAN—IN 


- .. tlon what people's attitudes, :: “, carried out with 


oy no unpleasant 
incident, no 

y it is important not only to ¥ 

of. knew how many husbands are sceneg.0f any. 
wa ° , unfaithful to their wives bat. “ 


THE STREET ON MODERN SEX 
BEHAVIOUR. 


: ohkind. | 
f mei tise, whether such tnfldelity ts ‘But Maite Observa- 
ee ie sonec* Tt shag” 


: . +. ; a.?, 
: r-\ Tare #2 os webs 


~ ’ 


Panel of Observers, a predom- 
inantly middle - class group 
which replies in writing to ques- 
tions put to it. | 

Four hundred and fifty men and 
women of this Panel went fur- 
ther than a mere statement of 
opinion. They recorded the 
details of their own sex-lives— 
an invaluable contribution to 
the survey. 


* Britain has no need for a Kinsey 
Report. But there is a need for 
 @ sensible indication of general 
moral behaviour and of how 

~+* that behaviour is accepted. 
The first organisation ever to 
* attempt to answer this need is 
Mass-Observation, an indepen- 
dent scientific social research 
o : - Mass-Observation has just com- 
» .  < pleted a survey to find out 
what in fact are the attitudes 


eee 


were approached—1,000 clergy- 
men, 1,000 school-teachers and 


_ fon was not. content with street ee 
oF a ter 7 the - voluh- F. Sunday, July 3,. foe 
“tary Servides” of a National ‘Every care” has nett taken | to 


Furthermore, leaders of opinion - 


pear in a a seme time—on 


ensure. that .the survey pre- 
sents as accurate a picture as is 
possible. To this end, Mass- 
Observation sought the best 
obtainable advice and was for- 
tunate in being’ assisted by a 
number of persons, all of whom. 
have particular qualifications 
in the field of human relations. 
Among these are Dr. Clifford 
Allen, author of “Sexual Per- 
‘versions and Abnormalities ”; 
Mr. Cyril Bibby, author of “Sex 
Education ”; Mrs. Eva M. Hub- 


back, author of “The Popula- 
tion of Britain”; Mrs. Marjorie 
Hume, an expe@t on marriage 
guidance; and Dr. Gilbert -Rus- 
sell, a well-known psychiatrist. 


No Comment 


It is important to remember that 
neither Mass-Observation nor 
the Sunday Pictorial will at- 
tempt to draw any conclusions 
from this survey of British | 
morals. 

Our task is merely to present the 
facts and opinions of a repre- 
sentative cross-section of the 
general public. 

It is not for us to comment, for 
example, on the attitude of the 
young man who said that he 
knew that he had found the 

’ right girl to marry when she 
wouldn’t “go the whole way” 
with him: or-of the girl who 
told, without embarrassment or 
emotion, of a long record of 
seductions from the time ‘She 
was fifteen. 

Nor are we prepared to pass jude- 
ment on the self-confessed un- 
faithful husbands and wives— 
or the men and women who 
gave details of their sex habits. 

That is not our task. The report 
— called The Private Life of 
John Bull — is a plain-spoken 
survey of public and private} 

morals. Nothing more. 


 ¥QU,..the. readers of this 


paper, the sensible men and] 
women of Britain, must judge} 
for yourselves. YOU s 
after study of the report andi 
discussion with your friends,| 
can decide whether standards} 
of behaviour are improving or} 
declining. 

The Private Life of John Bull wil] 
undoubtedly arouse great 
troversy. 


+ + + 
We recommend that you 
your Pictorial NOW for 
day, July 3. 
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Begins Today: 


~~ |THE PRIVATE LIFE. OF JOHN BULL 


The 
Frankest @ 


Report 


Why we publish 
this intimate 
report 


HERE is one of the most import- 
ant social documents of our 
time. Hee 
This detailed survey of British 
morals will be the basis on which 
much future research will be 
founded. . 
Mass-Observation report the FACTS about 
what people are thinking and how they 
behave. They pass no judgment. 
That is the duty of the reader—ot the 
thinking men and women who are concerned 
with the future of the community. 


The “Sunday Pictorial” prints this im-, 


portant survey for the following reasons; 
1BECAUSE 
HONEST. 

2. BECAUSE THE PUBLIC MUST BE 
GIVEN THE FULLEST OPPORTUNITY TO 
STUDY IT. ’ 

3. BECAUSE IT TEARS AWAY THE VEIL 
OF FALSE MODESTY WHICH,.FOR SO 
LONG, HAS HAMPERED FRANK DISCUS. 
SION AND RECOGNITION OF CERTAIN 
FACETS OF OUR WAY OF LIFE. 

Such discussion, long overdue, now .be- 
comes possible. And public confidence in 
this survey will be strengthened by the 
knowledge that it is published only after the 
fullest co-operation of experts in human 
relations has been enlisted. F 


IT {1S COMPLETELY: 


CAN LIFE BE HAPPY WITHOUT 
SEX 7? 

More than 2,000 men and women 
give frank answers to a frank 
question. One person in every 
three thought that sex was 
necessary to human happiness. 


URING the early months oi this 

year, 2,051 men and women all 
over Britain were ‘stopped by 
strangers in the street and asked a 
series Of questions. 

The questions were intimate and 
searching. They dealt with such 
subjects as: : 

The part that sex plays in life; 
Extra-marital relationships; 
Birth control; 

Divorce; 

Sex education; and 
Prostitution. 

Nothing quite like it had ever 
happened to these men and women 
before. 

Yet, of the 2,051, fewer than twenty 
objected or failed to answer all the 
questions. 

Who were these Fae ge ? hey lived as 

ee 


far apart as Aberdeen and Devon, New- 
port and Norwich. They were young and 


Old; rich and poor; well- and ill-educated 


And not only were the vast majority of 
them friendly and co-operative, but many 
—as much as 12 per cent.—were com- 


. pletely willing to answer further questions 


ae more intimate aspects of ir sex 

THIS is THE MUST SIGNIFICAN? 
FACT ABOUT THIS VERY PERSONAL 
INVESTIGATION. NOT ONLY WAS IT 
POSSIBLE—BUT IT WAS CARRIED 
OUT WITH NO UNPLEASANT INCI. 
DENT. NO SCENES OF ANY DESCRIP 
TION. 


Indeed, Mass-Observation might have 
been conducting a survey on the selling 
qualities of a brand of soap for all the 
concern that was ee 

How did they go about their job? The 
mainstay of the survey was the question. 
naire put to the 2,051 men and women 


DIOR OO <x x ONGOOROO OOOO he. OT SOK ») CAA x 
> oy x “7 . . oS 


@ CAN SEX BE WRONG, UN- 
PLEASANT OR HARMFUL ? 
Only in 4 thought it could be 
wrong, more than 1 In 2 thought 
it could be harmful or unpleasant. 
And women, more than men, 
think It can be harmful. 


approachea in the street. While the in- 
vestigators ‘believe that they were given | 
honest answers they make no absolute 
claims for their findings 

The same questionnaire was also sent 
to Mass-Observation’s National Panel of 
Observers a predominantly middle-class 
group who reply in writing to questions 
put to them. A further questionnaire wag 
also asked of volunteers on their babits 
as well ag their opinions. 

And men and women whose jobs take 
them into contact with the private lives 
of other people were approached, 

One thousand doctors, 1,000 cler en 
and 1,000 schoolteachers were invi to 
reply to a written questionnaire on the 
same lines. 

The investigation did not stop there. A 
complete picture of the private life of 
several towns was built up b ne, 38 
local officials and citizens, wa oe © - 
went on in pubs and dance-halils an 
parks. Statistics were collected as widely 
as possible, And a great deal of back- 

round work went on to put this survey 

to perspective. 

And the result? A vitally important 
social document. A commentary on our 
morals—made, not by moralisers but by 
the “ man—and woman—in the street. 


| HAPPINESS AND SEX | 
HEY WERE ASKED: “CAN LIFB 
BE HAPPY WITHOUT SEX?” 


As many as one person in every three 
thought that sex was essentia] to com- 
olete happiness. 

Those who thought that it was possible 
to be happy without sex—3l per cent.— 
included a higher proportion of church- 
goers, women. older people and the more 
adequately educated. 

But there were almost as many who 
‘were uncertain about the whole problem 
—who thought it might depend on the 
individual, on age, on whether you were 
married or single—even, occasionally, on 
whether you were a man or -a woman. 


Here are some of the things said:— 


(a) BY THOSE WHO BELIEVE SEX 
{S ESSENTIAL TO HAPPINESS: 


A married woman, aged thirty-four: 
“That is tyr what you marry for. 
Peopls say it is love, but it is really sex.” 

A man, aged fifty-one: “You can see 
women that’s never been happy and men 
that’s never had a woman and they look 
as if they’re going seedy.” 

A married woman, aged thirty-five: “1 


_ Suppose it does have an effect on people’s 


People from all over 
the country were 
asked intimate and 
searching questions. 


minds to do without.” 


(b) BY THOSE WHO DON’T THINK 
SEX IS NECESSARY FOR HAPPINESS: 

Labourer, aged sixty-eight: “People 
who can’t be happy without sex are more 
beasts than men. 

Married woman, aged fifty-seven: * 
they really love each other, they ought 
put sex on one side.” 

- Married woman, aged thirty-four: *I 
1 wasn’t married, I don’t think it woul 
aged twen 


bother me.” 
Married woman -four: 
“My husband’s not in very good th 
and we don't bother with sex ourselves, 
and we are happy enough.” 
| (1S IT UNPLEASANT? | 
HEY WERE ASKED IN THREE 
SEPARATE QUESTIONS IF Faeyr 
THOUGHT THAT SEX COULD BE I 
ANY WAY WRONG, UNPLEASANT, OR 
HARMFUL. . 


The questions were framed in such a 


way as to elicit as much as possible of 


existing mora] disapproval, sonal dis- 
gust ny dislike, and Sear of <a 
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A very frequent reply was that “ sex is 
natural.” | 

Only 26 per cent. would say that sex 
could be wrong. 

Fifty-four per cent. that it could be in 
any way unpleasant. 

Fifty-six per cent. that it might be 
harmful. 

Religious justifications were frequently. 
brought in to show that sex was not 
wrong. For. example, a twenty-year-old 
youth leader, a Methodist girl, said 
simply:.“ It’s created by God.” 

But regular churchgoers were, on the 
whole, more suspicious of sex than any- 

' body else. 

Women, more than men, tended to re- 
gard it as possibly harmful and wrong. 

People between the ages of twenty-five 
and forty-five were least likely to fear or 
be disgusted by it. 

On the whole, most people seem to 
believe that sex, within conventionally 

“accepted bounds, is a desirable and. 
healthy function. But the qualification 
is all-important. Religion and social con- 
vention have set up standards of sex 
behaviour; and, for many people, sex be- 

‘ comes frightening and undesirable if it 
transgresses these barriers, 

One person in seventeen thought that 

: sex would be or was unpleasant between 
‘people with no affection or understand- 
ing for each other. And about the 
same number made the objection that sex 
is unpleasant where mutual willingness 
is lacking. 


] FEAR OF DISEASE 


, JCtNALLy, Sex anxiety manifests itself 
very definitely in references to V.D. 
Eleven per cent., particularly young un- 
‘ married men, explicitly mentioned this 
as one way in which sex can harm people 
who are not “ careful.” 
Here are some opinions: 


Married woman, aged twenty-eight: 
“ Men are made like that and we women 
have to put up with it in order to have 
children.” 


Man student, aged eighteen: “Ser is 
unpleasant to me. I like to regard women 
as beautiful.” 


Man, factory-worker, aged forty-seven: 
“Ser can harm you if you let it get too 
strong a hold on you. It's like drink, It 
becomes a vice.” 


Man, technician, aged forty-five: */t 
can't harm you. It harms them more in 
not having it.” 


Widow, aged fifty-one: “Jt can be un- 
pleasant. ou would have to be vere 
attached to someone before it wou 
seem to be pleasant.” 


| MORAL CONFLICTS = | 


[HE major moral conflicts of opinion 
which emerged from Mass-Observa- 
tion’s survey are on four points: Birth 
' control, extra-marital relationships, pros- 
titution and divorce. 
It is commonly accepted that, to our 
Victorian forebears—and presse to 
- Most ao of even the last generation— 
each of these practices was considered 
morally ——. 7 
But that is by no means the case today. 
In every up of the community there 
are to be found thinking men and women 
- who are in favou? of them. And, in the 
' case of birth-control, these people are in 
| ihe art that emerges: very clear] 
e picture that e & 
as a result, is one of considerable indivi. 
dual confusion in a world of rapidly. 
changing moral values. 


e trutl 


about Brit 


“They were 
oung and 
old, rich and 
poor. They 
came from 
every phe 
of the 


country.” 


Me? 


The unconventional” outlook — for 
example, a belief that extra-marital 
intercourse is not morally wrong — 
appears in every social group. It is no 
longer the monopoly of the so-called pro- 
gressive young man or the middle-aged 
cosmopolitan. 


No group is consistently orthodox or 
unorthodox on all the major issues—with 
these exceptions: 


[ CHURCHGOERS AND WOMEN | 


HERE are clear divisions of opinion 
between— : 


(a) Churchgoers and non churchgoers; 
(b) men and women, 


The division is much clearer in the first 
case. Since women tend to cling longer 
to established traditions, such as e 
Church has already laid down, it is prob- 
able that religion still largely influences 
their attitude towards sex. 


The influence of the Church cannot be 
under-estimated. Despite the decline in 
religious observance, the Church 
holds a unique and powerful position in 
the moral field. ; 


It is the only authority that has ever 
laid down a comprehensive code of sexual 
morals to which the whole community is 
expences to subscribe. No alternative 
has yet been put forward. 


This does not mean, of course, that the 
majority of people continue to accept and 
observe the Church’s rulings on sex 
behaviour. 


Far from it. As this important survey 
will show, there is increasingly a move 
away from the Church's teachings 
towards ter sexual freedom. 


ha 
“% one 


still 


ISSUES... 


Men and women reveal 
what they think 
about marriage, 

“free love” and 
divorce. 3 

An oulspoken report by 

450 people who tell 


the intimate details | 


of their private lives. 


The case for and 
against birth con- 
trol, put by mothers 
and wives, fathers 
and husbands. 


A frank discussion of 
our moral standards: 
Are they on the 
decline ? 


BRITISH 
How 
al 


F esbhoesngty-s people 
know much about 
sex and frequently 
have strong opinions 
about it, only a minor- 
ity obtained their 
facts and opinions 
from what could be 
described as “ official 
sources.” 


This ts a situation 
which the majority think 
undesirable and which 
they do not wish te see 
arising in future genera- 
tions, 

More than four in five 
(82 per cent.) of those 
men and women inter- 
viewed by Mass-Observa- 
tion claimed that they 
had received no formal 
sex education whatso- 
ever, And as many said 
that they thought such 
education should be 


ven, 

Thig approval of sex 
education has been 
slowly gaining ground 
for some years. As a re- 
sult, nearly a third of 
those under twenty-five 
have had instruction 
compared with about one 
in twelve of those over 
forty-five. 

It seems to be more 
usual to tell “ the facts of 
life” to girls than to 
boys. This probably 
arises because mothers 
think it necessary to 
warn their daughters of 
the approach of men- 
struation. 

The commonest sources 
of sex information, and 
the percentages mention- 
ing them are: 

“ Picked it up” .. 25% 

From other chil- 

dren ee oer 

“It came natur- 

ae ka ap 

From Mother... 

By reading ...... 

Workmates ...... 

Father sehen 

Schoolteacher .. 

When I got mar- 

ried oy “~~ 

In the Army... 

Other sources 

(fiance, aunt, 
etc.) eeeeveveen 10% 

(Some people men- 

tioned more than one 

source.) 

“I wasn’t given any 
sex education — not a 
bit,” said a forty-five- 
year-old woman, “I 
really thought at eighteen 
that I was going to have 
a baby because I kissed 
a man.” 

The “ natural” method 
of acquiring sex know- 
ledge — claimed by as 
much as 12 per cent. of 
these interviewed — is 
80 mes the way of 
experience. 


Next Week: “Sex Outside Marriage” 


- - ‘. ' I , ‘ 
JR » le 5. @ 2 


ish morals. 


MEN AND WOMEN TELL: 


we learned 
bout sex 


twenty-seven-y e¢ a r- 
ola baker told Mass- 
Observation: “I joined 
the Territorial Army and 
I went te my first camp 
at seventeen and a young 
girl in Swansea took me 
down a back alley and 
she made all the ad- 
vances. That’s how I 
learnt.” 


Finally, learning 
through experience in 
marriage is a dyin 
phenomenon, mentione 
exclusively b y. older 


pend yp usua a by the 
e 


rpue most usual official 

source of sex infor- 
mation is the mother of 
the family — mentioned 
by about one man in 
fourteen and one woman 
in seven. 

But today the school- 
teacher’s importance is 
increasing more quickly 
than,that of the mother. 

Other sources of offi- 
cla given information, 
besides. parents and 
schoolteachers, are 
clergymen, employers and 
relatives and friends of 
one’s parents’ generation. 


NLY about one per- 
son in five is op- 
posed to, or undecided 
about, sex education for 
children nowadays. The 


proportion who say out- 
right that it is bad is 
wae one in seven. 
is view is held very 
much more often by the 
older generation. Wo- 
men, the less-educated, 
and regular churchgoers 
tend to cling longer te 
the more old-fashioned 
attitude. 
There are three main 
reasons for being op- 
posed to sex education: 
1. It is unnecessary. 
Children will pick it up 
naturally, 
2.1t isn’t “nice.” 
Or it is slightly disgust- 
ing for children te have 
such information. 
3. Sex education will 
itp gos 8 lead to im- 
moral be aviour. 


ERHAPS most signi- 
ficant of all, those 
who received sex educa- 
tion are overwhelmingly 
in favour of it. 
Those who favour 
teaching in school fre- 
quently do so because 


they feel too embar- 


rassed about sex to 
discuss it with their 
children. 

There are very con- 
— ge age of 
opinion on e © 
which Lasdvmotien seca 
begin. 

The most popular age 
is around 13 or 14, 


——, 


three 
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Sex Education 


URI the past five months Mass-Observation has been engaged gh a national survey on 
attitudes to sex in this country. Some results of this survey are pOw ready for publication. 

Although it. 1t&volved the use of a national sample of 2,000 respondents as well as of Mass- 
Observation’s N&tional Panel of voluntary observers and observatiop of life and habits in certain 
towns, this survey not intended to be another ‘ Kinsey’. Rather 7 is a survey to plot the ground 
in a field about whicAkpractically nothing is known at the momégnt. To assist us in this work a 
body of assessors has been formed, all the members of which arg’experts in the field of knowledge 
of sex and who will add their comments to our findings. Thegé are: Dr. Clifford Allen, Mr. Cyril 
Bibby, Mrs. Eva M. Hubback, Mrs. Marjorie Hume, Dr. DgyWid R. Mace, and Dr. G. L. Russell. 
(It must be emphasised that a¥ this stage their names are nof for publication). It is hoped that the 
full report of the findings of thixsurvey will be published/during the winter of 1949-50 by Messrs. 


Allen & Unwin, but a series of aNicles on the subject j6 scheduled to be publishe@#n the Sunday 
Pictorial from 3rd July, 1949 onwaxds. eo 


This Bulletin must not be repritied in full yithout prior permission of +Mags-Observation. 
Quotations of extracts from the informatian below fn Sex Education may, however, be made without 
prior permission, provided that full acknowbedgeytent is made to Mass-Observation Bulletin. 


SEX EDUCATION 


Official opinion on the subject of Sex/Edubation has completely changed during the last 
few years. In 1914 the L.C.C. passed gZ resolution banning it from their schools. A few 
months ago this ban was lifted. FEarlie?, apparentl\ moved by the same forces as affected the 
L.C.C., the Ministry of Education had gWen official san&{ion for sex education for the young. The 
idea had also been voiced by the Natighal Union of Teachers and the Roman Catholic Archbishops 
and Bishops in England and Wales 

Whether or not his opinions béve followed the same eVglutionary course, or been moved by 
the same forces as those of officigJdom, ‘ the man in the streeX\ by now finds himself in much the 
same position as the expert. AXesults of a Mass-Observation postal questionnaire sent out to 
‘leaders of opinion "—doctorg, clergymen and teachers—showec\that expert opinion is over- 
whelmingly in favour of se Education. Results of interviewing 2,800 people, selected to mirror 


the general population in yéspect of sex, age, income and region, indiwated that public opinion is 
not far behind ; out of Wery 100 :— 


6 were in favour of sex education 
15 were against it 


ary CE _-9.had-mixed feelings or had not made up their mind, ———— 


roval of sex education is as wholehearted as it is widespread. Perhaps. one indication 
| nit ee the battle has been won lies in the fact tha ie many of the exponents of sex education felt 
f it unnecessary to give reasons for their support . Most contented themselves with: ‘‘Jhat’sa 
very good thing”, ‘“‘That’s necessary”’, ‘‘ I’m all for that’”’—a very different form of reply from the 
more lengthy and elaborated, view of the opposite camp. Today it is the.opponents of sex 
education Who are on the defensive. — 

That opposition to sex education may represent a dying outlook is also suggested by its pre- 
valence amongst the old rather than the young ; one person in four over the age of 45 is against it=— 
but only one in fourteen of the younger group. Young people, men, the more adequately educated 
and non church-goers are most frequently in favour, (at all events amongst those groups that we 
were able to investigate) , women are usually more inclined than men to cling to old ideas § and 
throughout our sex survey*W¥e found that non-church-goers were consistently the more in favour 
of sexual freedom. Lastly, aad perhaps most significantly of all, those who themselves received 
formal sex education were overwhelmingly in favour of it, although a very few had been set 
against sex education by their\own experience of its consequences :— 

‘‘ No, I like it to be taboo. I was brought up in that free way—I went to an experi- 
mental school—and I don\t approve of it. We had no taboos at all, neither at home nor at 
school and I really don’t think it’s wise. I’m sending my children to a very conventional 
school now.” (38-YEAR-OAD HOUSEWIFE, HUSBAND ‘IN SHIPPING’, REI ATE one 


Personal experience of sex edication usually inclines people to favour it, oquelly erience 
of ‘ gutter ’ sources of sex knowledge is often a reason for advocating more reputable an ods of 
instruction for others. Most people‘ggree with sex education quite simply because they feel that 
it is often a necessary means of helping the next generation to avoid their own difficulties :-— 

‘‘ Everyone should be sex educated. I was brought up in ignorance—I didn’t make a 
fatal a mole but I might have @one.’’” (30-YEAR-OLD ELECTRICIAN, HENDON) 


) 
* 
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POCKETS OF RESISTANCE 


Although opposition to sex education is stronger in some groups than in others, in all the 
groups that we were able to isolate it remains very much a minority view. But what the op- 
position lacks in numbers is easily made up in strength of feeling ; there can be little comparison 
between the relatively complacent acceptance of the favourable majority and the bitter feelings 
of their opponents. Reasons for obj ecting to sex education fall into three main groups :— 


That it is ‘unnecessary 
That it is distasteful, perhaps immoral 
That it will corrupt the child. 


In the first and most common of these arguments, there is more than a hint of the dragweight 
of conservatism.g “Bhere are ways and means of discovering sex without the bother of formal 
instruction, and in any case what has been good enough for the parents should still suffice for the 
child :— 

‘‘T don’t agree with it. It can come natural without them being stuffed up with it. 
I didn't have any, and it came natural to me when I was married.” 


(47-YEAR-OLD WIFE OF PAINTER’S LABOURER, WIGAN) 
And a miner, who said that he had found out himself by going with women, dismissed sex 
education as :— 


¢é 


. a lot of nonsense. They have to find out for themselves.”’ 
(48-YEAR-OLD MINER, WIGAN) 


This miner’s use of the imperative ‘ have ’, and the feeling that acquiring knowledge about sex is 
a natural press that is best left undisturbed, both suggest that resistance to sex education is to 
by moral strictures. _ There is even more of this moral tone in the views 


‘I don’t think that it’s right. myself. We never had it, and I don’t think it’s nice 
for kiddies to know about such things.”’ 


(25-YEAR-OLD WIFE OF TRIMMER IN PRESSED STEEL WORKS, OXFORD) 
‘“I don't hold with it. It’s disgusting.’” (OLD AGE PENSIONER’S WIFE, ST. ALBANS) 


“I don’t think they should—they make fun of it. My two boys came home from 
school laughing and joking about it.”’ 


(28-YEAR-OLD Bus CONDUCTOR’sS WIFE, SHREWSBURY) 


Inevitably, moral censure of sex education finally spreads to those who give information, 
even to the children themselves receiving it. 


‘“‘ I remember my next-door neighbour was going to have a baby and I was talking to 
her. I’d noticed her little girl standing at the front door looking at the sky for some weeks 
past and I asked her what she was looking for. The woman said with a laugh ‘ Oh, she’s 
been out there for weeks, looking for the stork bringing the baby ’. She obviously thought 
it very funny but I was shocked, and said it was being cruel to the child, and that I’d 
told my children all about babies and thought it was the kindest and safest thing to do. 
Well—my little girl used to play with the child next door and about a week later I heard 
that this woman had said that her daughter wasn’t to talk or play with ours because ours 
was being brought up to_haye a vulgar mind.”’ . 

2 tethsiew pe Fe. re (RaILWay DRIVER'S WIFE, AGED 48, Worcest#k) 


% 


e third main argument against sex edueation is that it will corrupt the child. How far 


adeam Observation and rational deduction, how far i 
retienel-Anichte a train of thought and feeling that begaz y SS 
morality in itself, it is difficult to judge :-— 


“IT don’t think I agree with it. The childréefr are 
I’ve seen things.”’ 


(49-YEAR-OLD WOMAN, KEEPS HOUSE FOR HER UNEMPLOYED MOTHER, Mancunstss) 
Sometimes there is an indisputable suggestion of faulty logic :— 


‘“* Well, I don’t know what to think. I read a case in phe paper yesterday of a girl 
having a baby at 14, and she had had sex education.” 


(48-YEAR-OLD ENGINEER'S WIFE, HENDON) 


-_ 
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THE ALTERNATIVE 


Opponents of sex education Pave no alternative plan to suggest, other than the continuance 

of the past. To discover just what these methods com- 

lves had found out about sex. Of our whole sample, 

eived any sort of formal sex education ; but nearly a 

compared with only a twelfth of the over 45’s—an 

been on the increase for some decades at least. 

Sex education is most common of all ed e group that has had a full-time education up | 
to the age of 17 or more (which of course includ a high proportion of young people). It seems 
an to boys, perhaps because mothers feel it _ 


